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How The Independent broke the story yes te r da y 

Regime propped 
up with UK aid 


Anthony Bevhts 

Political Editor 

Whiiehall gave diplomatic and 
trade aid to the “gangster state'* 
of Albania as part of a poliqr 
that helped to prop up the 
criminal regime, it was alleged 
in the Commons yesterday. 

Labour MPs have put down 
a Commons motion and ques* 
dons suggesting that Foreign 
Office diplomatic bags may 
have been improperly used to 
send political material to AJ* 


Links between 
the crumbling 
regime, the 
Conservative 
Party and the 
Foreign Office 
have been 
drawn 


bania. in possible violation of 
international conventions. 

Links between the crumbling 
regime, the Conservative Par- 
ty. the Foreign Office and the 
Prime Minister were drawn b>‘ 
Labour MP Dennis MacSbane 
in a scries of Commons ques- 
tions. a motion and a s|^cb 
that all cany privileged 
protection {iom 'libel action. 

77re Independent reported 
yesterday that Britain had 
helped the Albanian govern- 
ment in spite of intelligence 
warnings of complicity and in- 
wlvcment in drug-smuggling, 
gun-running, sanctions-busting 
and moncy-iaundcring. 

But in the Commons yester- 
day, Rotherham MP Mr Muc- 
Sh’ane and 10 backbench 
colleagues used a motion to crit- 
icise “British dipIomaUc and 
trade support" for Sbqiponja - 
a company allegedly run by Al- 


bania’s ruling Democratic Par- 
ty and invotvra in smuggling - 
and for the Vefa holding com- 
pany, which ran one of the 
pyramid sales schemes and 
which also bas links with the 
ruling party. 

The motion also claimed that 
official British support for the 
regime “may have led to viola- 
tions of the Vienna Convention 
on the use of diplomatic b^ as 
well as complicity in arms 
dealing with Rwanda and 
Afgh anistan. ** 

In a separate question. Mr 
MacSbane put down a written 
Commons question to the ]^r- 
eign Secretary, Malcolm . 
Rifkind, asking: “What repre- 
sentations he bas received 
about the use of the diplomat- 
ic bag to convey party political 
propaganda?" 

Independent e^ert exami- 
nation was urged in the motion 
for “artefacts thought to be 
from the National History Mu- 
seum of Tutina givea as ^fts to 
the Prime Miiuster and other 
ministers by [President] Sali 
Berisha in 1994s** 

Mr Berisba. wfao attended the 
Conservative Par^cooferenoe 
in 1991, made a state visit to 
London in 1994. but Number 10 
said last night that John Major 
had been given a “f^e 
blunderbuss". 

A Foreign Office spokes- 
woman said the then Foreign 
secretary, Douglas Hurd, was 
thought to have been given a 
“coffee set", which had since 
been disposed of, an un- 
known Albanian minister in 
.Au^t 1992. buiafiilll^ of Al- 
banian gifts for Foreign Office 
ministers could not be found 
wsterdav. 

In an Impromptu Commons 
speech, during a debate on a 
PiTvaic Member's Bill - the Ju- 
risdiction (Conspii^ and In- 
ciicmcm) Bill which would 
allow prosecutions for crimes 
which are plotted in Britain but 
committed abroad - Mr Mac- 
Shane said President Berisha 
was“thepoiiiica] godson of our 
own Prime Minister" and hod 



John Major meet s the Albaniw president, Sail Berisha, in March 1994 


been at Tory conferences witb 
Mr Major. 

As for alleged Tory links with 
the Berisha regime, the motion 
condemned “the continuing 
political support from the Con- 
servative Party and its former 
vice-chair, the Right Hon- 
ourable Member for Chertsey 
and Walton" - Sir Geoffir^ Pat- 
tie MF. Sir Geoffr^, a former 
miiuster who is non-executive 
chairman of GEC Marconi, 
was out of the country and un- 


available for comment ye^er- 
day. The motion also urged 
“^^stminster Conservative As- 
sociation not to allow its address 
to be used apolt^ts for the 
Berisba regime". A recent let- 
ter to 77w Times, extolling the 
business opportunities in Al- 
bania, carri^ a Westminsier ad- 
dress that coincides with the 
offices of the Cities of London 
and Westminster Conservative 
Assodation. 

In yesterday’s debate, Mr 


MacSbane said: “President Sail 
Berisba has appeared on Con- 
servative ^ny conferences with 
the Prime M^ter." 

i^esident Berisba's Demoo 
ratio Parw was widely regarded 
as “a gangster organisation'', 
linked to arms dealing, drug 
dealing and smuggling historic 
artefects from the natmnal mu- 
seums of Albania, said tbe 
LabourMP. 

“This gangster state and 
President Sail Berisba have 


Compulsory car-free estates put 
motorists on road to nowhere 


Photograph: UPM 

very strong Jinks ^th, and in- 
de^ have tbe patrooagp of. tbe 
Conservative vzT^r be added. 

Mr MacSbane said he hoped 
anns-io-Iraq inquiry chairman 
Sir Richard would hold a 
public inquiry “into the behav- 
iour of tbe ^b^ter state of Al- 
bania and Its political support 
in this counby**. Then it m^t 
be a question of prosecutions 
being made under powers in tbe 
Bill, he said. 

Murky links, page 3 


QUICKLY 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Car-free estates, once a plwk 
of communist social planning, 
are now seen as the last word 
in traffic solutions. Tenants of 
new housing estates in the cen- 
tral London borough of Cam- 
den will be banned fom owning 
vehicles, if plans by councillors 
arc approved later this year. 

Under the cooncira scheme, 
new tenants would be prohib- 
ited from keeping a car within 
ijie borough boundaries as a 
Condition" of their tenancy 
I agreement. 

T Sumlar plans arc being lout- 
in Europe to curb conges- 
ifxL The largest car-free estate, 
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in Bremen, Germany, is near- 
ing completion and its devel- 
opers point out (hat the benefits 
include “better air quality, re- 
duction of the noise level and 
more green ^ace". 

Under Cainden's new rules, 
developers would be banned 
from including off-strect park- 
ing in their plans. Residents 
would risk eviction if they 
owned a car whfle living in a car- 
free zone and new tenants 
wi^uld not be issued with park- 
ing permits. 

liic move, if implemented, is 
One of the most radical anti*oon- 
gcsiion strategics in the coun- 
tiy. The council i&commHled to 
reducing car journeys in the bor- 
ough. When a local private 


school asked to increase its 
school roll, the council de- 
manded that the number of 
journeys made by parents in cars 
be cut by 30 per cent. 

“It b an experimental, radi- 
cal plan. We have one or two 
housing associations that have 
already expressed an interest in 
building car-free develop- 
ments," said John Thane, chau- 
man of the council's streets 
and transport committee. 
“Hardly anyone needs a car in 
the central areas t»cause they 
have got so much public trans- 
port and can walk lo so many 
places." 

Motoring organ'isations ga\-e 
the proposals a cautious wel- 
come. “Marqr people want to 


use their cars for shopping and 
visiting people at the week end 
and they should be given some 
consideration," said Edmuod 
King, a spokesman for the 
RAC. 

The RAC points out that 
residents in Edinburgh have a 
scheme whereby they give op 
their cars and rent a council 
car instead when they require 
one. 

Oteen campu^icrs said it car 
free estates would become the 
norm “in the near future". 
“London b exaaly the kind of 
place where these places would 
work. The city has a ^xxi pub- 
lic (rao^rt ^tem and wak- 
ing b al^ys an option." 

Commentaiy, page 21 
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'The fbllowir^Bariy Day Mo- 
tion, -pnblisbM yesterday, was 
tablM by Denis MaeShane 
and ID Labour colleagues. 
Conduct of the 
BphovtthUMemb^for 
Ckais^ and Wtbon aid 
AlbanuL 

That thb bouse condemns the 
continuing political support 
from the Conservative par^ 
and its former Vice-Chair, the 
Rig^t honourable Member 
for Cbert^ and Wilton, for 
the Albanian re^me's leader: 
Sail Berisha. whose support 
for finandaliy deregulated 
pyramid schemes has led to 
a^e^read financial ruin for 
Albanians; etq>resses concern 
that British diplomatic and 
trade support for the 
Shaipoqa and V*EiA holding 
company, linkedfo Albania's 
ruling Draoaatic Patty, as ■ 
well as for the Democratic 
Ibrty itself may have led to 
violations of the Vienna 
Convention on the Use of 
dipbrnatic bags astvell as 
ccnnplidty in arms dealing 
with Rwanda and. 
Afghanistan; calls for 
mdepmdent expert 
examination of artefacts 
tboi^t to be from tbe 
National Hbtoiy Museum of 
Tirana given as to tbe 
Prime Minister and other 
Dunisters by Sah Berisha in 
1994; and urges the 
Westminster Conservative 
Assodation not to allow its 
address to be used by 
apologists for the Berisha 
r^ime. 
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A Compaq serveF under 
(From £995 tb.be precia^ 


The new Compaq PruSignia 200 server range 
starts at an incredible £995 plus VAT *niis is the 
first time that a Compaq server has ever been 
available for less than £1000. Yet, it is still a server 
range u,-ith all the performance and rcUabilicy 
features you would expect from 
Compaq; the No. 1 in ser\'ers. 

Naturally, we wanted to tell you ^ 

about it. Compaq ProSignia 200 

scn'crs have Intel Pentium BtrSt'Hm’ 


scn'crs have Intel Pentium BtrSt'H'Ji* 
processors. Fur }'our brodiure pack please phone. 

0990 50 00 35 


. s \< )U' I I s-; 


COMPj 


Pneeiaic UKTfpUal Bnylnjf hiM ui'l skdari-q oT VAT«( I7.SS. 

Tltc InjMe lapund [\»tlum are ix-gbirreil It^.tiueIb of (iwei Corp..rai)aD. 
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Mayhew to consider new 
inquiry into Bloody Sunday 

John Hume, leader of the Social Democratic and Labour Pirtv 

and relatives of sonw of thereto of Blood? Sunday have ** 

pr^^ed wlmt they say is strikiDg new cadence about the trasedv 
to Northern Ireland Secretary Sir Patrick Maj4iew, ^ ^ 

Mr Hnnie said after the 20-minute meeting with Sir F^tridr that 
he hoped there would be a fresh inquiry into the 13 

of 25 yra ago. Sfr Patrick bad agreed to stutSn^^ 

which mcluded eyewitness tesdmoc^ showing that the Anny was 
shoo^ live ammunition |nto Deny*s Bc^e, post-mortem 
examination notes, recoidings of Anny radio mft s sag ffs and a coov 
of recent Chonne/ 4 news reports. • ■■ ■ 

•TTiiswasaveiysigiii&^t meetmg. It was brief and to the 
point We presented a substantial volume of matftriaT which the 
femilies know very well is new evidence," Mr Huine said. 

Nigeria in row over jailed Briton 

A ^plomatk row erupted 1^ night after Nigeria fe»n<vi to rdlease a 
Briton held widiout charge in the A frican atat^i for over six weeks. 

The Foreign OfSce has confirmed that Bruce Henderson will not 
be released, despite assiumicesyesterday from the Nigerim 
^ivernment of no case s^inst him. ‘*We are extremely 
disappointed and have vigorous^ protested to the N igerian 
Commissio ner in London," a spokesman said. No enlanation 
has been given for the ^-year-old Soot’s 

Rrm wins £60m Nimrod deal 

A £60m oontr^ to build advanced flight simulators to train the 
crews of Britain’s new Nimrod 2000 mari time pat ro l aircraft has 
been won by a West Sussex-based firm, it was announced yesterday. 

The aircraft are to be built by British Aerospace-for service early 
in the next centuiy to hunt submarines and surface vessels and 
carry out seareh-and-rescue mercy missions at sea. The simulators 
from Thomson liaiiiing and Simuiaclon of Crawley be ingmiieri 

at RAF Kinloss in Soodand, between 2001 and 2004 to coi ncide 
with the arrival of the new Nimrods. . 

Greenpeace in solar ‘raid’on DoE 

The environmental protest 
group Greenpeace yesterday 
attached 20 square metres cn 
solar panels to the Department 
of the Environment's new 
central London headquarters in 
a dawn raid yesterd^. The 
move was intended to hi^Uight 
how Government is failing to 
support non-pollutiiig solar 
powr, u4iidi Greenpeace 
wants to see taking over from 
fossil fuels. Greenpeace said it 
would give the £7,000 worth of 
panels to the Government free 
of charge, and also connect them up to the buildings electrici^ 
supply at no cost. But the Environmeot Secretary, John Gummer 
said his new headquarters already had many environment- 
friendly features, including a pollution and energy saving combined 
beat and power system. Solar panels had been rqected by the 
Department's experts, but his officials would now discuss with 
Greenpeace donating the electridty-generating panels to a housing 
charity. He congratulated the pressure group “for keeping these - 
issues at the top of the Nicholas Sdioon 

Basdng clever for birds 

Nest boxes could soon be appearing on mobfle telephone masts as 
oinithologiste bid to bCK>st Britam's dwindling bird population. .. .. 

T^unAfTig its first “National Nest Box the British Thist 

for Ornithology wants businesses and schools - as well as 
houseowners - to install places were birds can nest It says modem 
fanning and counuyside management has left them wiU) a serious 
shortage of natural'holes to creep into. Ihist director Jeremy 
Greenwood explained: “There are fewer hedgerows, trees are not 
aJQowed to get old and rot any more. If we don’t find new holes for 
bir^ to nest in there will be many fewer of them - it's as simple as 
that ’The answer is nest boxes.’' 

The phone firm Cellnet is one of the companies that has agreed 
to help by putting boxes on transmission masts. British Sugar has 
also agreed to put boxes at its production sites. 

British tmekers caught in blockade 

More than 100 British lo^ drivers were still caught up in the 
increasingly-violeat Spmiish truckers* dispute last nighL 
One Scottish driver, a grandfather of seven, spoke yesterday of 
running battles ^tween police and pick^ and of how be had been 
threatened with rioience if he attempted to move his lorry. “There 
have been a lot of clashes involving ^lice and pickets near wlicrc I 
have been storied," said lorry driver Norman MacDonald. 61. of 
Camwath, near Lanarl^ who has been halted near Lerida in Spain. 
“I have bwn told that if I try to move, my windscreen will be 
smashccL The Freight 'fransport Association has wriiten to the 
Department of Transport urgi^ officials to seek European 
Commission help to end the dispute. 

Police install CCTV monitors 

SuT^'eillance cameras have been fitted in a pitlice prisoner transport 
van for the first time and at a station as part of pilot scheme aimed 
at prewnting violence and false allegations by suspects and officers. 
The closed-circuit televirion cameras have bwn installed at Brixion 
police station in south London, and the Metropolitan police are 
planning to extend the pflot later this year to three other dh'isioos. 
Sixteen colour CCTVs will be fitted in the custody suite and station 
yard in Brixton, along with four microphones in the charge room 
area. The move followis recommendations made after the death in 
custody of 'Wayne Douglas in December 1995. Jason Bennetto 

Police chief in racism row 

A police superintendent branded a racist an industrial tribunal 
has been moved from personnel duties. Strathclyde Police said 
\'csterda>’. 

The force has also called in an assistant chief constable from 
Tavsidc, James MacKay, to carry out an invesUgatton of issues 
arising from the tribunal finding. 

The move follows a ruling on Wfdnesday that PC Lawrence 
Ramados, 32. from Thxrn, was discriminate against by Supt 
Gordon McPherson on the grounds of his race. The claims were 
denied b}’ the superintendent who said he was “deeply, deeply 
ofended" at aiw allegation that he had racist tendencies. 
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MI Gates: The high.pri^ qf-tlw digital eootiniies to confound Mscfftfea.: 

... 



puts hi m on top ciite worl^ 


O ne day, he says, hell gh« ft aH away, bi the meaiv 
tirhe,the unstoppable vwealth creaSon machine 
thal is WOlimn Henry Gates III has betofne, by 
many estimates, tho richest man. In the world., in 1 996 
he made at least £1 8.5rri perday. Since the New. Year, 
as the share i»ice of his global software empiro, Mi-.' 
croeoft has scrared even higher, his persciriai fortune 
has baHooned accordingly and is now reckoned to be. 
-eo nw w ho i o « the.vidnity of IKKibri.* • ' 

'VbffarsomeorteWtmembQitosthexfig^ag^Mtose 
ideas bane influenced an eidtogmefatmdfc^^^ 
Bteiate youngstersl academics and buririessraen • and 
whose products are used in 80 per cerit of^ the per- 
sonal computers In the woild.-tiieessence dfthe man 
remains elusive. Like the Gritm^^selMnade triWOri^^ 
with whom he is now mdless^ compared,' HarWd's 
most celebrated drop-out values his pritocy,.iar^. 
granting intenriews aird choosiiiQto O^ari^^^'in. 
ttierriative crtiscurily of Seattle, VlfeishingttM O^ 
the more traditional playgrounds Of 

edui. V'.'..: • " 

At MicrosoffS campusistyle headquartet&Vwhm the 
cuR of BBI is adopted by employees wWi quasl- 
r^gious terv^ he is described (aocordirg tb Tuiie \ 
ma^zine), In the language of his.meditffru He has^ ft 
is ‘Irioedible proceSring power”, "untoitod bend- 
width” and "an agi^ at parallel pocassing*. He is said 
to combine creative thinking wRh a geniilne love of 
computers and a potent Uend of drive ^d. cbrnpefi< 
tiven^. But that, say friends and associates, Is only 
part of die story. Wtotever tt is that makes him fick,. 


fmr vmM dtoy that his cornmerd^ juctgementbas 
beealmpitosivelycbnsisfentthitogdt^tte . 

decades. . ';'i • 

. Gteen tne hcer4iydeita that greeted the launch ed' 
'MicrosoA’s'Wmcicnin 95 PC-opecafingsystemriil^-a 
friir bcitiiait Gates^Tnighiy hteriqnmg 
sure a sirailar'retoftfor 

at:a.O(miprehtos'nre,:(^MHe^^ [spBafc^ 

padcage>.ontheriieb ' ' - 

yean In tite nteardl|W^ 

Zpns still fuitoeC:'' 

. Wffli sucriadpminaiftpbs^ 
ket, he migto be.'forgKnmfofsi^ 

Tui^hte go^ftriwe. ^Gatesctedily 
Already Mictosofttemus^ 

launched a cablalrid oritoe riem^ch^ 
partnteship with NBC'-'the U& brotokastic^.'g^^ :?! 
.wd ^ sJCktedaiin beo^^ 

Ahd.^'I^IDustitoBtha nua^aboiirt 
' er, Gddqis'te' myolved In Dreoniiirrarksr 


ate ^ up by 
hisbwRfield. 

. ! Stilf, thisdrive tb drveraifif bto'^.a suspibidn fhtf ' 
the future might not be so (tondbrtabte. Mahy w^ 

• toe industry have atgued that &ateeund€H «Bm 
toe commercial potential of tlte litorT^airi'iBsbe^ . 
ftMoad. Into A htimRitong catdMq>y In acklitibR, 
crosoffs maricet-poeHfoa.htoialrndy.meaift 80 ^^ 
hicHns wRh. US. antMcust authorities aiid .thbtoi^ bf^ 
rnbieto'come..VVatch tote^MM. ' • AdSamljelgft; 


BBC sued over 
collapse of 
DrWliodeal 

The BBC is bring sued for £14m 
aft^ ft allegedly reneged on a 
deal for a feature film version of 
Dr Who starring Alan Rickman. 

Three film-makers lodged a writ 
in toe High Court yesterday claim- 
ing that toe BBC had "blatantly 
breached” undeitridngs with them 
by going ahead and making fts 
own Dr Who trierision movie with 
Universal, which was shown last 
May. 

The Daltenreys, a consortium of 
three film-makers Including the 
singer Bryan Ferry and John llls- 
ley of the band Dire Straits, are 
demarKfing £ 1 m in compensation 
and £ 1 3m for lost potential profits. 

They say they had planned to 
make three blg^creen versions of 
Dr Vtoo and were poised to an- 
nounce their film project when the 
BBC went ahead wfth a different 
trievision movie. They had lined 
up Alan Rtekman to star as the 
Doctor and had hired Leonard Ni- 
moy - Star Trek’s Mr Spock - to 
direct 

The BBC, however, drims that 
ft made Its movie after the film 
rights, which had been ficenced to 
the Daltenreys in 1987, finally ex- 
pired - having been extended sev- 
eral times at toe consortium’s 
request 

But toe Daltenreys argue that to 
rrise money for their film project 



Alan Rickman: Star who wasn't 

toe principal consortium mem- 
bers, George Dugdale, John 
Humphreys and Peter Lftten, took 
out secorri mortgages and spent 
their own savings. 

Mr Humphreys said yesterday:' 
The rim|!^ fact Is that we 
have been ruined by the BBC. 
They have behaved in a way 
that even now we find unbelfev- 
aUe." 

Yesterday toe BBC pledged to 
fight toe consortium. A spokes- 
woman said: ”We wID rigorously 
cont^ any legal action. They had 
the rights from us but even 
an eriiended period of time could 
not get the production off toe 
ground. ITie rights reverted to toe 
BBC." Marianne MacdonMd 


"Womaii repeats 
havoc at courts 
with feiffi gun 

A woman who caused chaos by 
pointing a plastic gun at three 
Court of Appeal Judges on 
Thursday walked back into the 
same Lemdon courts building 
yesterday, waring the weapon. 

The gun was loaded wfth 
plastic pellets and it was believed . 
toe we^»n was fired as she was ' 
tackled by police and court 
officials. The woman, who has not 
been named, was immediately 
detained by security guards as 
she walked through the security 
barrierof toe Royri Courts of 
Justice in the Strand in central 
London. Witoin 1 5 minutes of her 
arrest, toe woman, harricuffed at 
the wrists and ankles, was taken 
to Charing Cross poftee station 
where she was fii^ to be 
charged with firearms offences. 

The woman.’8 first visft to the . 
courts at lunchtime on Thursday • 
prompted a rapid police 
response, but de^tte a toordiii^ 
sevch, she vvas not fMmd. - • 
Securi^ guarefe were on high 
alert yesterday in antidpation of 
her retuming.to the courts. 

Shortly after lunch, she walked 
through toe front entrance, 
teandishing the gun and 
shouting:- ‘1 want to see a j'udga" 
She fe believed to be distraught 
after losing a custody battle in toe 
family dirision of toe High Court . 


MEDiaHE 

life-support machinos offer 
hope against meningitis 

heart-lummadikio whidi temporarily takes ora toe • 

toe heart and lungs. Keeping^ bo<fy alNe ardfioaUy tone - 

for toe disease to resolve itKlf and damaged orgmto-recoyef^. 

Doctors stucibrinB^Opt*^ 

meorngococcal paSents, aged between ^ 

wbolSi receivfi toe toeiapy m Australia and toe ^poe W8R, 

They had been chosen for ECMO becauto they had heart » . 

long fuhtte and had not responded to conventional treatment 
Of ctetweh«;ei^siiivived, and six suffered no wng-teim 

adverse effects. Of the four patients who d«d, two were branH^ 

andto femflies of toe otoer^ asked for ECMO to be witodw 
blood snpply fiafliire meant it would have been nec«^ 

ri^^Ldical iournal the Latcet^ Dr Alp Golden 
and coOeagues said did oot think any of toe pa^ts wonW . _ 

have lived without ECMO. Giende .Coopr. 

SOCIETY 

Guise of townies destroys rural fife 

townies vriio move boose to Che coaotty were yestex]^ 

accosed by a Government adviser of destroying the viUage Ufr 

aspin to. Ridiard Wskefinxi; pef executive of the Coundysidfr - 
pftniiif cirtWj said inoonmis wme more likety to wave at each otbex 
from their bisuT cars than gossip outside the vUte shop. . . 

V “Teople are «r««nKng inpney.isk snperstoies pile b emoan i n g top 
loss (rf traditional greengrabers and bntdiers' shops. They tha . 

odtidse ttm loss ofrnmlnm smvioes that they have Mfver nsp ; 

Mr YMwfotd said htasipdi the Royal Ibwn Ptoning 
Institote, . . 

Ihe inability to thiw riTorip lifite^rp was Inniln^ thrfv1i9 

viihttes into virtual dmmitories for the b^ towns and odes, Ik , 
said. The Government estimates 4A million new homes need to be 

bunt over dm next 20 years. Almost half could be in the conntis . 
but wito thefr easy mobility the new green vveDie hirigade nuyl^^ - 

even save the villi^ pob. . Stephen Goodwin 



PUBLIC SERVICES 


Iriequality in fire service : 

Fire officers came under attack yesterdsw for aReg^ .raoal . , ' „ , . 
prejudice after union officials revved mat on&l per cem .pf . 
brigade employees come ftoril etimic miooritieS ilra ton'bnnr.tm . 
firefi^ter in -Scotland is bladk.'' L . 

Km Cameron, general secretary of the Fire Bri^des 
also calailated that fewer than 1 cent offtrefi^ters arC. • 
women. WhOe some of lus memb^ “bring tiieir pRgudid^''Co - : 
work”, middle and senior management had to bear iespoilsib3iiy- 
for recruitment policies. ‘-j, 

Mr Cameron called on chief fire officers and local aiitltoiiGes jtO' 
join toe union’s caii^ga to end radsto, bnllym& sex^’*^ . 
homophri^ in toe service. Balrtfe 'Cl e iiiont- 


HOSPITALS 


Sitting tight when Saturday comes 

Hospital beds in the Irish R^nblic may remain nnneoessaxiiy • 
occiqnedonSatordaysbecaaseofsnpmstidonythereriiltsofa . 
study showed yestcnbqt Many patients wonid refhsed to leave im * 
the final day (tf the wedc after comiriedng their treatment, add 
doctors woi^ agree to delsydisduogii^ than, aocordii^ to a . 
s n i ^ at a bosjrital in Dublin, the oqiitaL 

^'Thesiipersotion implies dmt leaving hospital onaSatnrfiay' ' 

means bad Indc, and will lead torazty re-admission,’' rqmrted Dr 
Elizabeto Keane, of Ireland’s Institiite for Researdi on Ageing. ' 
the 200 patients we interviewed, 13.7 per cent said th^ would 
ceAise point-blank to go home on a Satnrdsji AnS 40 per oeot 6t“ * 
doctors said tiiqy would allow patients to stay tiiat extea dsp _ . 
becaose tint snpecstition.” 

Dr Keane added: “This most have a profonnd rifoct on the 
coonomics and ovmall man^mnent of health sexvfc^” 

Hm sopexstition is tiioi^t to be bared on the expressioa . 
*^tnrday flit, short aUT, mikh Am stodgy group feond was 
reet^pised by many patients and mecBcal stofE. 


ASTRONOMY 

Universe big^ than was tiKNigi^ 

Draznatic results from a-Euiqpean star-ni^miDg satellite nu^Jbroe 
astronomem to accept that toeuniveise b 10 per cent tagger titen 
they previous^ tfroug it. Earty results from the Hmpaioos sateUhe 
also look set to resolve one of the hottest debates m astronomy- 
the thon^ question of toe univezse's age. 

According to findiiigy released yestards^, the age of the oldest 
stars b about 11 billion years, much younger thm wasprevioosly 
believed. One of the most p^Iexing probtems facing astnmdmeis 
b the focc that toe univetre ai^ears to be youi^er-tiian the oldest 
statsin.it;. ' 

pie most recent caLcnlatiohs based on -the cate at vrideb the 
uoiveise b eqzanding put it- at between and 12 billioa years- - 
Old. unto nenv tite Oldest sl^ were estimated to be more than 

141^00 years old. ' ' 

If the Ifipparcos findings afe'confirnied by later .aoalysb of data - 
seat back toe satelfite the patedent will be resoh^ The of • . 
toe universe and its oldest stais-Will be about Che same. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLiNg 

Recycled paper made up 412 % 
the raMrmateriai for UK newspEVfiiis 
n 1 hefir 9 kh^ofl 996 


BBC RADIO 3 CELEBRATES WO YEARS OF GREAT MUSI 



•j v. A 


sounding the 


( V. N t I ' K 


FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CENTURA; RADIO 3 HIGHUGHTS THE COMPOSERS WHO REFLECT THE VrTAUTY 

AND RANGE OF 20TH CENTURY MUSIC. ‘SOUNDING -THE CENTURY’ BEGINS Wnn PIERRE BOULEZ 

CONDUCTING STRAVINSKY’S ‘RTTE OF SPRING'. TOMORROW AT 7.30PM. 
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news 


On the scrapheap 
their dignity 




Details emerge 
of murky links 
between Britain 
and Albanian 
government 

Andrew Gumbel 

In the early summer of 1992, a 
meeting was held in the Dajti 
Hot^ in Tirana that included a 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office employee visiting from 
London and a Bridsh adsriser to 
the ^banian presidency called 
WQliam Bennett The man fiom 
the FCO came with a number 
of heavy cardboard packing 
cases seded with plastic ribbon. 

*nrhese are the things you 
have been eq)ecting,’’ he told Mr 
Bennett “Just mate sure nobody 
knows where they came from.*' 
The scene was witnessed by 
Alex Standish, a freelance busi- 
ness consultant and journalist 
He watched one of the boms be- 
ing opened and saw that it was 
full of stickers advertising Al- 
bania's ruling Democratic Par- 
ty. According to Mr Standish, 
(he stickers bad been produced 
in Britain for the localelections 
that took place in June 1992 and 
brought out under diplomatic 
cover. 

That raises the possibility of 
breaches of kw. First, a 
violation of the Vienna Con- 
ventions on the use of diplo- 
matic bags, and secondly the 
illeg^ partidpadon of forei^- 
ers in an Albanian election 
ctrapaign. 

The episode is one of sever- 
al murky links between Britain 
and the government of Alb ania 
now emerging, following the 
collapse of several f^Fiamid in- 
vestment schemes bt^eved to be 
connected to both organised 
Clime radsets and the ruling or- 
der in Tirana. Mr Bennett, who 
DOW works as a banister in Lcm- 
don, was the first of two British 
nationals who ^ined unparal- 
leled access as advisers to Rus- 
idoit Sail Bensha in the first two 
years of his tenure in offira in 
1992-93. 

Both Mr Bennett and his 
successor Guy Roberts were 
promoted by the Westminster 
Foundation for Democracy, a 
right-wing oi^^misation active in 
emerging free societies that 
has dose ties to the Conserva- 
tive Party. At the time, Mr 
Bennett was the only foreigner 
allowed into the Pn^dent's in- 
ner ciicle - an airang^ent that 
was looked on with disappio^ 
by a number of Western diplo- 
matic missions. 

Mr Bennetfs position un- 




Picking up the pieces: Aibanians scrambie for usabie rubbish on a tip in Tirana as their country totters under political 


derscoied the cosy relations 
being developed dire^ be- 
tween tbeComervativesandthe 
Democratic Party - relations 
that appear to have bad a sig- 
nificant bearing on British pol- 
icy as the Albanian government 
became more autocratic and 
corrupt over the following years. 

Foreign Office offidals sub- 
sequent^ posted to Tirana have 
— in common with their coun- 
terparts from other European 
Union countries - told visiting 
journalists until very recently 
that the country was progress- 
ing nicely on the path to democ- 
racy and a tree-market 
economy, that the Democratic 
Party was popular, and that any 
corruption was merety a hi^p 
00 the road to prosperity ai^r 
half a cenlm of brutal com- 
munist isolationism. 

The fact that this line was 
peddled even by diplomats 


known privately to have quite 
different views on the corrupt, 
criminal mess that Albania was 
turning into, sug^sts there was 
a specific policy to paint the 
Berisha ^yvemment in the best 
possible light. 

Fbre^ Office statements in 
the past year have protested at 
the more blatant Tnolations of 
political' and personal fine-' 
doms, and Britam has been less 
gung-ho in its pro-government 
apathies than some of its Eu- 
ropean partners, but the over- 
all sense of sympathy for the 
Beiiriia r^jme has remain^ in- 
tact. 

_ Wth Albania beset by street 
violence and political repression 
in the wake of the cxtUapse of 
shady pyramid investment 
schemes, the policy followed by 
Britam and the rest of the EU 
has viably crumbled. Yesterday, 
in response to Thelnd^^ienderu’s 


represtion and violence Photograph: Bernard BissorVSygma 


assertions that the West large- 
ly ignored warnings of coDusiem 
between the Albanian govern- 
ment and organised crime, ffie 
Foreign OfitM appeared teen 
to be on the side of the an g<> is 
It said it ‘'refuted the suggestion 
of unconditional sui^iort for the 
Albanian government" and ac- 
knowledged Ifrana's “far from 
perfect record on democrat 
and human ri^ts" - some- 
thing its officials m the field have 
not chosen to dwell on. 

Diplomatic sources have ac- 
knowledged a lade of political 
reporting from the Tirana em- 
bassy. British officials have 
asked questions recently about 
the status of the ambassador, 
Andrew Tesoriere, who has 
been In place for a year and is 
currently on an extended mid- 
tour leave of absence. 

Opposition figures and 
intellectuals in Albania have 


conqdained that the British mis- 
sion has paid them and their 
views scant attention in recent 
oxniths. pieferiing to keep dose 
to the go^mment and develop 
the potential for oommeidal op- 
portunities fiik and foremost 


It is not dear if Mrlbsorieie's 
siqieiiors have been dissatisfi^ 
with hii^ or if he has been doing, 
their bidding all along but 
policy priorities are now 
undergoing rapid changes. 
Britain’s mission in Albania is 


ti^, espedally by comparison 
with those of Italy and the 
United States, the two biggest 
foreign players whose own 
record has been far from 
unblemished. 

Leadiiig article, page 19 


Hve sections for tiie 
best in news, 

' foatares, sport; dty 
and business travd, 
property, and money 



FROM LA.TOM.E 
Why did Glenda Jackson 
swap the g^our of 
Hollywood for the nuts 
and bolts of Labour’s 
transport policy? 
Marianne Macdonald 
finds out 

•business 

SEE YOU IN COURT 
David Bowen on how 
small-town injuries in the 
USA can cause grievous 
bodily harm to 
foreign investois 


SDort 


STATE OF THE ART 
Emanuel Steward,the 
man wdio trained Oliver 
McCall and Lennox 
Lewis, talks boxing with 
Harry Mullan 

TravelScmoney 

COSTA BRAVO! 

Tile Mediterranean 
resorts that aren't as bad 
as you think 

^eal life 

A MALE MANIFESTO 
Iftbefiiture really 
is female, then what 
next for men? 


IT IS. ARE YOU? 



Daily Mail stands by 
Lawrence case charges 


Dai 



MURDERERS 


The ]VM accuses these men nf kiTling 
If we are wn»^ let them sue ns 

Headline news: The front page of yesterday's Mail, its 
editor Paul Dacre (below left) and Stephen Lawrence 





n 




J 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


Leading lav^rs accused a 
nationarnew^per of acting as 
judge and jury yesterday after 
It took the unprecedented step 
of calling five unconrteted men 
murderers and publishing their 
photographs. 

In a fioQc-page story the 
Daify Mail accused the five 
young men of killing Stephen 
Lawrence, the black student, 
and it challenged them to sue 
if they thought that the news- 
paper was wrong. 

The allegation followed a 
verdict of “unlawful killing" by 
a coroner’s jury that took the 
extraordinary step of adding 
that the murder of LawTence, 
18, who was stabbed to death at 
a bus stop in south-east London 
in 1993, was “a completely un- 
provoked racist attack by five 
white youths". 

The five men who were ac- 
cused by' the Ma3, David Nor- 
ris. 20. tmihcis Neil Acourt, 21 
and Jamie Acourt, 19, Gary 
Dobson. 21, and Luke Knight, 
20. all from south-east London, 
have already faced a public 
and private cnminal prosecution 
for the murder, but both cases 
collapsed. Ail five refused to 
give evidence at the coroner’s 
court. 

The police and legal system 
have come under attack for 
failing to convict -Lawrence’s 
killers. 

Lawyeis are angry at the 
Daify Maifs decision to accuse 
the men of murder, because 
they beliei'e it is a dangerous 
precedent that will encourage 
“trial by newspapen". and be- 
cause it makes a mockery of the 
legal ^stem. 

They also ar^d that be- 
cause people taking libel cases 
are not entitled lolegal aid, it 
would m^ it too expensive for 
most members of the public to 
try and challenge newspaper 
allegations of this type. 


Nigel Pascoe QC, chairman 
of the Bar Council’s ^biic 
Affims Committee, sai± “What 
happened to Stephen Lawrence 
is a vile and wicked UlUng car- 
ried out by evil racists.” But be 
added: 'T believe this [allega- 
tion] is a watershed, from news- 
papers offering critical hard 
hitting comment to being ac- 
cusers, and judge and jury. 

“This is a dangerous prece- 
dent and could lead to other 
newspaper making similar ac- 
cusations and simply saying 


‘sue US' - something most peo- 
ple cannot afford. It's a slippery 
slope and could lead to 
injustice." 

Conservative MP Roger 
Gale, chairman of the Conser- 
vative backbench Media Com- 
mitiee, told BBC Radio 4's 
W)Hd at One: “1 thiiik this is 
tabloid journalism at its worst 
because it's trial ty oew^iaper." 

But on the same programme 
Peter the Daify MtuFs 
deputy editor, denied the paper 
was acting like a “k^garoo 


court” and said: “'We have in- 
vited them to put up a defence. 
So for th^ have failed.” 
Lawyeis iqjresenttDg the five 
white men named the Daify 
Mail are believed to be consid- 
ering leg^ action. 

A sohdtor representing one 
of the men *Any thing* c 
possible. If we ded^ to do it 
you will know about h.” 

A spokeswoman for the At- 
tor^ General said that the 
Miol had not committed a crime 
and that it was up to the five 
people who had been named to 
decided whether th^ want to 
pursue a h'bel case. 

Lawyers for Lawrence’s fam- 
fly^ are currendy preparin g to 
bring a civQ action against the 
five men c laiming Aimagng in 
an action similar to the one 
which was brought a g ain s t OJ 
Siimison in the United States. 

C)rar the last four years all 
five have at various times been 
charged with Lawrence's 
murder. 

However, according to the 
Southwark coroner Sir Mon- 
tague Levine, “a wall of si- 
lence and fear”, preventing 
witnesses coming fonvard. ham- 
pered a successfol prosecution. 

A case against two of the 
youths was abandoned by the 
Crown Prosecution Service in 
Juty 1993 when it ruled that 
there was insufficient evidence 
to secure convictions. 

The CPS decision to drop 
that criminal prosecution 
prompted the Laimnce fomi- 
ly to launch a rare private case 
gainst the five young men. 

After the private prosecution 
was launched, two of the five 
were dischaig^ by a magistrate 
at the committal hearing and 
never stood criaL 
The remaining three were 
formally acquittra at the Old 
Bailqr last April, after a judge 
ruled that e^ence from a 
friend of Lawrence who wit- 
nessed the atiadc, was unsafe. 

Satord^ Stoi^ page 20 
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B you’d fte to kiKW more atait ow irique wKskw. wte to IS for a booWet at te Jade Dar« 

YOU VISIT THE TOWN SQUARE of Lynchburg. 
Tennessee, there are a couple of sights you can expect to see. 

One is our town dog, who’s been around forever. The other 
is Mr. Herb Fanning, who’s been around even longer. 

Mr. Herb drops into Jack Efehiel Distillery often, to mak<» 
sure we’re still mellowing our whiskey the way we did 
when he worked here. Which is to say, the ■eimp way 
our founder prescribed back in 1866. So far, we haven’t 
disappointed Mr. Herb. Nor any of the folks who enjoy 
a whiskey made the old-time way. 

JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHT.SKPV 
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CONGESTION. 


LiOnely hMIt 






ONLY TRAFFICMASTER ORACLE WARNS YOU OF A JAM UP TO TEN MILES AA/AY 
AND ONLY ONE CAR HAS TRAFFICMASTER ORACLE FITTED AS STANDARD;- 


THE VECTRA FROM VAUXHALL 


TO ABRAIWE fi TEST ORl« C4U 0800 45^ 406 TO FIND TOUfl NEWEST VAUWAU DEALER FOR MORE INFORMmOH ON TSAFFICMASTW CALL 0990 8« 280. »STANDARDON 1997 MOOa TEAR GLS. SRi AND COX VECTRAS COFTiON ON LSI AWUIABLE IN THE UH UAiNi ANr>~»v 

TBAFFiClIASTEB CAN BE FITTED RETROSWCTIVEUf AT EXTRA COST. SUBSCRIPTION TO TRAFFICWASTEB IS FREE FOR THE ORST TEAR AND FWA^ «NUA^^ AWUIABLE IN THE UK MAINLAND ONLY. 
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news 


Mjgor launches crusaile to 


Anthony Bevins 

Polit'cal Editor 

Fear of the unknown, the risk 
of change, and the threat to "a 
thousand years of British his- 
toiy" were yesterday presented 
by John Major as Labours 
stark alternative for voters. 

Hie Prime Minister told a 
Welsh Conservative rally in 
Holyv^ll. North ^es: “Wc ei- 
t^ stick CO people and poli- 
cies that are b^ging success 
and progress, or we risk it." 

In the next few weeks. Mr 
Major said, the country faced a 
choice in an election. "It can 
change direction, veer off into 
the unknown, import neww^ 
and take a hammer and chisel 
to our conslilutioiL 

"Or it can choose the tried 
and trusted path we are on - a 
path bringing prosperity for 
more people as day succeeds 
day. We offer progress, not 
reckless change.” That mes- 
sage, he said, would ensure 
CoDservaUv'c victory. 

But with Mr Major gearing 
himself up for an inqueitorial 
role against Tony Blair in next 
Tburs^y's Commons debate on 
the constitution, -Opposition 
leaders reacted soomfuHy to yes- 
terday's speech. 

Paddy Ashdown. Leader of 
the Liberal Democrats, said: 
'This is a desperate attempt 
bv the ConsetvatK'e Fa^ to 
cling on to power by clinging to 
the past. 

"Mr Major's extraordinary 
case seems to be that every- 
thing's fine, that there's nothing 
wTong with politics . . . The fact 
is that the British constitution 
is strong, and has lasted this 
thousand years, precisely be- 
cause people in every age and 



training. 'Hie alternative was a 
Labour governmeut that of* 
feted as a piioriiy a return w the 
“quagmire” of constitutional 
change. 

After 18 years of pl^in^ 
in Opposition, Mr Major said 
Thai Labour policy was “pop" 
pered with so many boles that 
It Tnakgg a ^eve look water- 
tight”, adding? “Thcy stiU cau- 
not answer the most b^ic 
questions about their pntnities 
' in govemmenL” 

Mr Major then dug mto the 
detail of the ^ questions he 
would be putting to Mr Blair in 


6 We can import 
new ways and 
veer off into the 
unknown, or 
choose the tried 
and trusted 
path we are on5 


Old guard: Tory supporters at the Welsh Conservative Conference in Holywell, yesterday, at which Mr Major denounced Labour policy on the constitution niotograph: Rob Stratton 


every generation have had to 
modernise it, put it back in con- 
tact with its people." 

For Labour. John Prescott 
said the Tories' only constitu- 
tional proposal was a defence 
of the powerof hereditary peers 


to make law, something Labour 
would abolish. 

"So while hereditaiy peers 
are left, unaccountable to any- 
one, cut off iiom the interests 
of ordinary people, with their 
thousand-vrar-old powers, peo- 


ple in Wales and Scotland are 
to be deprived of a ^%ater say 
in how their countries are to 
be run." 

Portraying Labour as ^oom- 
mongers, people who pr^ired for 
rain when the sun shone, Mr 


Major said that Britain had a 
smile on its face; it was the suc- 
cess story of Europe. 

Repeating a reffain of his 
speech, be said that it became 
more obvious "as day succeeds 
day” - yet another hint, or 


tease, that it remmns in the Con- 
servative interest to hold off the 
elecdoo until die latest avaQable 
date: 1 May. 

The Prime Ministersaid that 
if the country stuck with the 
Tories, they could make Britain 


"the best place in tbe world to 
live’', with more choice in edu- 
cation; more services offered 
by National Health Service 
G^; more sporting, cultural 
and artistic ‘^fruits of tbe Lot- 
tei/*: more jobs and better 


next week’s Commons debate, 
and wanted: "Labour would 
throw a bone to the yapping 
dogs of Welsh and Scotti^ sep- 
aratism in the vain hope they 
might then follow Labour. 

"They would gerrymander 
Britain *and play par^ politics 
wth our nation for pure polit- 
ical advantage. 

1A thousand days of Labour 
government could ditda a ^ou- 
sand years of British history. 
It's a poor bargain. Better 
to keep the history and ditch 
Labour.” 


A lesson in history for 
the Prime Minister 


Louise Jury 


Baffled academics yesterday 
questioned the Prime Minister's 
grasp of Britain's past after he 
su^ested devolution would de- 
stroy "a thousand years of 
British history". 

"It's a totally incomprehen- 
sible remark." said Dr Paul 
Addison of Edinburg Univer- 
sity yesterday. 

V^les was united with Eng- 
land only in the 16th ccniuiy 
and. for most of the 1,000 years, 
Scotland was an independent 
country and Scotland and Eng- 
land were fighting each other. 
"It's very hard to understand 
what he means, unless he meaas 
English history. Britain is less 
than 300 years old os a counir\‘, 
since the Act of Union in 170Y." 

Arguably the Tiiries had al- 
ready come close to leaving 
British historv behind when 


they signed up to the Common 
Market. Dr Addison argued. 
"They put an end to it by aban- 
doning most of British sover- 
eign tyC" 

Speeding any time in Scotland 
made one immediately conscious 
of how ignorant English politi- 
cians could be. "But surely he 
can't be that ignorant? He'll just 
have to go back and sit his 0- 
levels again." Dr Addison said. 

Dr John Roberts, formerly 
the head of Merton College, Ox- 
ford. whose most recent work 
was/1 History c^Etuvpc, said the 
Prime Ministers comments did 
not square with the facts. "Even 
the conquest of V^es hadn't be- 
gun 1,U00 years ago,” he said. 

And when it came to "playing 
parw politics” with the nation. 
Dr Eberts said there was noth- 
ing new in that. Tbe union be- 
tween the separate nations of tbe 
United ICIngdom had always 


been a matter of expediency. "It 
has always been in response to 
emergencies that the whole 
thing was put togetiter.’' he said. 

Hie invoking of historical ar- 
gument in politics was always 
manning, be added. "I guess 
there are a lot of people in the 
lory party who do have very 
crude views of British histoiy. 
and they like this sort of thing." 

Bernard Crick, professor in 
political theory and biograph- 
er of George Orwell, said it was 
an "idiotic^ reading of events. 

“It shows they don't know any 
real history. 'They haven't a 
clue about what has happened 
in Ireland or Scotland, irs con- 
juring with a popular and wholk' 
English distortion of history.''^ 

Even since the Act of Union, 
Scotland had continued to have 
a different clerical, legal, edu- 
cational and local government 
system, the proCeswr said. 



Love raffle: Lonely hearts complete Blind Date questionnaires Photograph: Darid Rose 


Bold-hearted seek Cupid’s 
arrow at a Blind Date 


Clare Garner 


Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained. That wa> the motto of 
hundreds of lonely hearts who 
pitched up at the New Con- 
naught Rooras in central Lon- 
don yoterday to audition for the 
new scries of Blind Date. 

Si Valentine might have 
failed lu deliver, but Cilia's 
televisual arrow was right on lur- 
gei. After rummaging through 
unpmmLsing post ba^, suffer- 
ing an imermiicnt slump in 
seli'-esicem and indulging in a 
quick, inconsolable sub, the 
bold-henned trooped off to 
l,ickle the pmhiem head-on. 

The dating doors opened at 
I lam and no appointment 
needed. Eighteen-plus - tick. 
Single - big tick. Would you like 
to go on next series of Blind 
Date - why not? It was. effec- 
tively. a love raffle. Pink tickets 
for the cirls. blue for the bi^'s. 

"Blind Dale Is not a dating 
agency." ^y the rules. "It's not 
a*seriuiu attempt to match up 
couples with a view to mar- 
riage." But for some, it w-js 

S ufek. ild>' work. “I didn't get no 
owers, no nothing." bemoaned 
one tattered heart. "Oh. I'm 
sure there's someone out 


there." e.*imc the eonsoling re- 
ply from Norman. "When arc 
wc gelling married. Tiger?" 
.said the pouting .^O-year-old, 
much made-over. 

From the multiple applica- 
tions of shimmery blue lipstick 
to ihe Oashing bow-ties and 
brand new Levis, the contes- 
tants were dressed to impress. 
A gaggle of girls with uniform 
blonde highlights mocked their 
elderly sisters who were seated 
at the fntni. 

Looking for the world as if 
they were back in the bingo hall, 
the pensioners lined the front 
row. "First in the supermarket 
queue, first to the Blind Date au- 
dition." sniped one. "1 don't 
think by that age I'd care what 
1 did." another contributed. 

Some filled in their ques- 
tionairc forms ferociottsly; oth- 
ers agonised for hours, as they 
sav in the waiting axun for love. 
Marlin fell firmly into the first 
category. Do \ou smoke? “Yes. 
Loads of marijuana." Mariiul 
status? "Never". Done any 
modelling? "Yeah, lots of pom 
moJcllios." Dii \-ou have a par- 
ly piece nr special talent? 
"Don't ask". 

Samc-sc.x groups of eight 
were esconed to the ncni door 
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MINI-SPEAKERS 


room at half-hourly intervals. In 
the spirit of the game, men se- 
lect women and vice versa. 
"Why did we want to go on 
Blind Date*!" asked a discerning 
Dave. "My boyfriend dumped 
me and 1 thought: Tm fed up 
with long relationships, I just 
want some fun'.” replied 
Mandy, 32. 

"1 was going out with this guy 
for seven years and he wouldn't 
many me.” ejq)lained Dawn. 20. 
">\^ie of seven years if you 
me. 1 want three children and 
a biggarden.” And presumably 
a man. 

The odds were stacked 
against them though. Only 150 
of the 39, 850 applicants who 
will be interviewed at locutions 
across the country between 
now and May will qualify for the 
next series. 

James look refuge in the 
rules. "Some of the dates are in 
the British Isles, so if you arc 
only coming on the show in the 
hopes of winning a trip to an ex- 
otic locution, you may very well 
be di^poinied,” he* read with 
a siitisbed smile on his face. 
"The 150 lucky ones who make 
it onto the next series will onlv 
go to Brigton or Bognor any- 
way." he rejoiced. 
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The tragedy of my iroA 


that I conld never save 




the people I photographed. 




Do» McCiilliti has been photographing wars and human rights 
disasters since 1 964, when he took his camera to Cyprus, and 
the Congo. He has (^en risked his life to bring back pictures to 
show the world what was happeningj pictures which he hoped 
might help to etid the horrors he witnessed. In these pages, 
Amnesty International invites Don to talk about his work and 
what he thinks all oj ns can do to help. 

Photographs by Don McCullin 



/rKrnurwfij/: 
uvrifiia M’orW'Mitif /'cr 
tbi TilitVC of prisoners 
cf eoiiscience,fiir truth- 
for pciiliejl prisoners 
•mi/ jn cid to toruire, 
extra-jiiJu-ijI executions, 
“distippeararuxs" 
aiiJ the ikatk penaltv. 


The Coti^, I ^64. 


.-1 nun is tonnentej 
and hwiiiliateJ bv soUiers 
ba'orr beino shot and kis 
bod\ thrown into the river. 


Mmiitcs before this picture 
wjs uken, this iiuin mid 
oiher.i hjd been dr,^J 
behind irucles bv rop-> tied 
to their penises. 


The tlrst time 1 saw a dead body was in 
C\*pnis. Someone had shot this old man and 
his two sons. Thev were I\Tng in a liede house, 
warmed bv the Mediterranean sun and when I 
opened the door, the sweet stench ot' hresh 
blood drenched my nostrils. In the next room 
there was a burning straw bed and the mixture 
of smoke and blood have stayed with me to this 
d.i\'. Often, if I get near a bonfire in the garden. 
I'm suddenly transported into a daylight dream 
of murder and death. 

“TfaedMdmakfttfadrownstitaiiMPt” 

I can sec that scene now: the bodies on the 
floor, a woman standing there ct\*ing. It’s her 
new husband she’s looking at, thev'd just got 
married. Fd let mv*self into chat house quietly 
having knocked several times. I thought, my 
God. rhe\'*re really going to punish me for 
intruding on this terrible scene but they didn't. 
The\‘ gave me a sign to stay and go ahead and 
record it, as if they wanted people to see. They 
w.inted a voice. The dead make their statement 
and my picture records it. Tlie dead don’t 
choose to give their statement like chat, but it's 
the only way left for them. 

I wanted my pictures to bring messages 
from the dead and rbc near-dead in pnsons and 
death camps, to the rest of us living. Saung 
'For cod’s sake do something'. It's the same job 
.Amncst\' docs. The world’s in a worse state 
rodav chan wlicn I scarred taking pictures and 
.Amnesc\* is the only .mswering senice our 
there, picking up on rhose feeble cries for help. 

*miaf s yonr iuiiM» adtaT* 

When I take a picrurc I mav be the eyes of 
the newspaper’s re.'iders. but I can’t be their 
conscience. Ir’s hard living wirh my own. 

T?ic picture on this page, 1 cook in the 
Congo. Mv baptism w.is the wicked experience 
of seeing whar was done to rhesc voung men bv 


mercenaries in Scanley\*ille, now fGsinganL 

I’d disguised m\'self and flown up on a secret 
aeroplane which was bringing mercenaries in 
from Leopoldville, now Kinshasa. I got to the 
airfield at dawn. A tropical thunderstorm was 
just flnishing, the ground was wet. it was warm 
and evcr)’one was sleepy. There was a platoon 
ot men standing in die dawn, and this Hercules 
rev%*ing up. waiting to go. A man came down 
the line with a clipboard and said. ‘What’s your 
name soldier?’ I thought, Fm in trouble now. I 
said 'McCullin' and he said ‘Not on the Use? 
How do you spell it?’ So I spelt it and he said. 
‘Right, climb on.’ When we got to Stanleyville 
there was fighting going on. We drove from 
the airport past a lot of dead bodies to an old 
hotel b\' die rivet. There was terrific commotion, 
coming and going, distant explosions. After ten 
minutes a jeep screamed into the compound 
and said. ‘Any gu^’s just in from Leopoldville, 
get dow*n to die docks, wc'vc got problems, the 
C.O. wants you over the rii*er’. 

‘neywmdngitetlumlirflieiwi^ 

I u'as carrying a little ween}' camera b^ 
with nvo cameras, twenty rolls of film and a 
meter, A mercenaiy came up and said ‘Have 
vou got a weapon?' I said ‘No’ and he said 
‘Well get one’. I ignored him because it was 
abhorrent to me to earn' a weapon, I jumped 
on this ctuck ivith all the soldiers and got down 
to the docks. I was young, easily impressed and 
T hadn't declared myself. I kept my camera in 
my little bag, but my eyes were wide wide open 
CO all chat w as going on around me. 

Our of die comer of my eye I saw a huddled 
bunch of human bcing.s, all bleeding and shaking. 
It was a most distressing scene. A mercenary 
said. 'Haw, i*ou should have been up here ten 
minutes ago. they were dnigging them around 
behind trucks by their penises.’ He told me 
'Thar lot arc for the chop. Thev’U shoot them 
and kick them in the river' .And I was in shod; 
because it doesn't matter how tough you think 
vou are. there's no kind of preparation thar can 
got you ready for such sorrowful things, 

s aivalEns to vritsess a 

To witness people about to be killed is 
appalling because vou sec them looking at vou. 
pleading wirh their eves. They sense tout pitv, 
rheir c\ cs get bigger, appealing to you to help, 
CO get them out of this tcrrift*ing plight and of 
course there is absolutely nothing vxm can do. 


• You lose somethii^ of yourself when you 
witness people die. You walk away injured. 
There’s a darker, since people have had so much 
realism from certain disgusting Hollywood 
dixeccocs that reportage pictures will be looked at 
as arL I've never considered my work art, I have 
watched coo many people die. I’ve seen people 
tnuedexed in front of me and Fve seen public 
executions. You can never leam how to behave 
imder diose drcumscances, because there's no 
way CO behave, other than be outraged. 

"Theto air In Uslwdi ns caffin^ 

The old. famous cheery question is ‘Oo you 
ever help anybodir*? The tragedy of my work, 
of dmt}' years photo^phing wars and -human 
rights disasters is that I could never save the 
p&7ple I photographed. 

I often wept secredy. when no-one could 
see. Once in Beirut I saw two men standing in 
a stair well with their hands up. while their 
families were being dragged down stairs. The 
ftmilies were looking at the men as they came 


and furtively and thought I can c w .dk pa>r this 
So I whipp^ that camera to my eye and took 
one frame and humed .iway .md as I went 
heard somebody pleading behind me. .md gim 
fire and I turned to sec an old man falling, he 
was shot in the stomach at point blank rajigc. I 
thought I must get out of here. You walk .lu ay 
from those situations and thank God you're 
alive, and feel guilt}' because somebod\- else 
paid the price for this mayhem. Next day I 
went back and there were mounds of corpses. 

. . ■ S' »■ 
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“I’ve never considered 
my work art, 1 have watched 
too many people die.” 


down. I went with the families and came back 
just in rime to see these two men being shot in 
cold blood at point blank range. I can never 
frtrgec that one of them had an Astrakhan hat 
on and a kind of light raincoat, and that the 
other was saying Allah as he was dropping. It 
was as if the last air in his body was calling for 
God. I went into the scaicwell and gripped the 
wall and said to myself, take a hold of yourself, 
because this is only the beginning of... of what's 
going to happen here today. 

*T!hqr WTO e aMff afiiigflie dealt oiag^ 

There was a day in Beirut when they killed 
several hundred Palestinians. I saw some of 
them die. but there w'as no way the camera was 
going up CO my ej'e because a gunman came up 
and said *lf you cake pictures you'll be killed 
yourself - 1 sug g est I'ou leave this area.’ As I 
left. I heard the sound of a luce being pla)’td. 
They were celebrating the death of a 
Palestinian gidl about rwency years old lying in 
the winter mud and rain of the street. I thought 
my God. if I rake this picture it could cost me 
ray life. I looked over my shoulder vct\' quickly 


It's eerie, walking round a citv' where human 
life and human rights mean nothing. A ou walk 
round several comers and it looks nonnal, and 
then you walk round a comer and the most 
extraordinaiy things are going on - you see men 
being herded to their deaths. I went up to rhis 
man, a gunman from East Beirut with whom 
I’d spent the previous day. and I said \\ hat s 
going on with these men? . He said Thev re 
going to get the chop’ and I said No. plca.se 
don’t do this. TTie press are here, cvciyone can 
sec what you’re doing, this is wrong. plc;ise- 
don't do this'. He said ‘Listen mi' friend, go 
away, it is none of your business' and they took 
these men into the jard but I pushed mi' wav 
in behind them. It had been raimng and this 
old faaorv I'ard was all wet and damp under a 
weird sky. I saw one of the Palestinians looking 
at a gunman loading a fresh magazine into his 
rifle. I’ve often tried to transplant m\-sclf into 
that man's position. The shock of fear thar 
goes through you when >*ou think that you’re 
going to be killed is jusr...uncKinkablc. It's 
unthinkable. I know char from Uganda when I 
thought I was going to get murdered in the 
Makindi prison. I know what chat poor man 
felt like seconds before he was put to death. 





In Uganda, 1 was arrested. They came to my 
room and made me pack mi' bags. I was 
dragged out and chucked into a jeep and driven 
to the Kampala police station, which was 
chock-a-block with people and two or three 
other journalists. About seven, when die day 
was beginning to fade, a man in a check jacket 
walked into the police station - he muse have 
been a plain clothes securitj- man. He asked 
the sergeant. * Who are these people?' And the 
sergeant said ‘They are journalists.' He said, 
‘Journalists? The)’ arc dirt)' people.' I was sort 
of sniggerir^. But a few minutes later we were 
pushed and punched outside and squeezed inoo 
an army jeep. It sped out of the police com- 
pound up the hill and I thought ‘TTiey're goii^ 
the wror^ way, die airport’s the other/rway.’ 
The)' cook us to the miiicar\' prison at Makindi 
where a bunch of soldiers were drinking beer. 
They all grabbed sticks and rushed up shouting 
‘Get out of the car, get out of the car. • We were 
made to sic on the floor cross (egged, ' heads 
bowed and chev started kicking us. Luckilv 
they had rubber combat boots so. we didn't get 
any broken ribs but they were whacking us 
with their sricks. TTien they took us doim into 
the courtyard, well inside the prison. They 
soaod us against the wall and that's when 1 
thought ‘My God rhis is it,’ you know, ‘the end 
of my bloodv life.’ My mouth was as if some- 
one Had emptied a cube of stipeiglue in it 
because nothing dch)’drates I’ou quicker chan 
fear. It completely locks your jaw. 

*^bgmtbSsnatirmaannAh 

But they took us down to some cells. Wc 
were there four daj’s. There u'as a man Iving on 
the bed. He looked in a bad way. Another man 
told us 'Take no notice of him, he's for the 
chop. He’s a Tanzanian cop they caught at the 
border.’ I heard the rattle of kc\*s .md marching ' 
feet and I ran and hid in this cell which had no ' 
lights. I heard them beating him. It went on 
and on and I Heard the pleas and the screams ’ 
and the thudding blows. Then the)' lefeTIic 
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man was in the most pathetic state. They’d 
busted his jaw and really mashed him up. 

When people are beating and kHlii^ other 
people, there’s a fear in them as if the unarmed, 
deffflceless people thc}*’re killing can hurt 
di^ 1 think a lor of p^ple have to whip 
diemselves up to a 6enzy before they kill or 
torture. They look for excuses, because they 
know they don’t have the xighc. 

When. die guards came back 1 fled badk to 
the dark cell and lay cwi this mattress covered 
in piss and blood suins - which were also all 
up the walls - and heard than drag him out. 

^wMl^d ImwirtylBtgaltoBtiBft,’' 

One day they sad dwy were releasing us, 
but I noticed chat someone had come, and dug 
four shallow graves in one comer of the prison 
yard. 1 thought TTiey're going to kill us after 
all. They're not going to let us leave,' and they 
didn’t let us go. they took us back to the cells. 

In that daikness, what I wanted was anyone 
- anybody - any soul in the world, any person 
who could reach out to me and become my 
voice, become my lifejacket: 

I thought about Axzinesty International and 
how 1 widied they could hear about me so they 
could tn* and gn me out. 1 longed for someone 
to tell Amnesty that I was missing. 

Next day.T don’t know why, we were freed. 
Later, we met two gu\'S who had been in the 
killing wing and we heard what went on ihdre. 
The way killed the prisonets there was 
chat they used to lie. twen^ men-on the floor 
and give die twentieth man a sledge-hammer. 
He would have tio go along and cmdi the 
skulls of all the lying down men. Then he was 
thrown on the floor and one of the soldiers 
would flnish him 

*VhoiiMdsarfaif>Ueieatloraiiiird^ 

When I was in a situation, seeing what was 
gon^ oa I hoped my pictures would stir people 
up and help stop those thin^ happoiing. That 
was the only jtisdficatioo for inttuding on some - 
of those fearful scenes. Who needs to have a 
rin^ide yi*?r at a murder? Who needs to have 
the best in the house for a murder? ’ Only 
the killers. Not the witness, "not me. / ' 

I used ro cry and get rid of my own guilt by 
saying Tes vital to get these tetnble statements 
back to Britain’. At the Sunday Times we used 
to poie o\’er them and look for the strongest 
pictures. "Wc never let the readets off easily. I 
tried to salve my con^ence by saying,! am 
doing this to show people. what they. can’t see 
for themselves. People aiic basically decent, 
they’ie bound to wane to help/ My pictures 
wcreiprinonJ in the Sunday neni'spapex^ in the 
colour supplements or in' the main bo<^. of the 
paper,'but of course in the news reports there 
would never be any kind of eahortarion for the 


reader to do anything. The newspaper’s job is 
to tell it like is and to let the readers make their 
own minds up. 

*1 VMd to «uh nv hudi in blool’’ 

The reason 1 am so pleased ro do this 
appeal for Amnesty International is because I 
can say the things those news reports didn’t I 
need to say these things. I want to get them off 
my chest 

Often vdien I came back from abroad, 
people would ask, 'Where have you been?’ and 
rd mumble NTetnam or Biaffa or Beirut and 
thei^'d su’ ‘Oh. it must have been awfol,' and 
ihe\'’d ask a question and if I answered it. and 
came out with something appaUin^, thev’d 
look round and say diii^ like ‘Is there anv more 
coffee?’ or ‘Is there any more wine?’. The)'’d tty 
ro gee away from me. Somerimes I’d want to 
say 'Piss off and just walk away. How do you 


‘‘I ask the dead why they 
pester me, they say I didn’t 
do my job properly.” 


calk about wlut vou’ve seen? 1 was a witness, 
rd seen ever)- form of barbarian bchariour that 
monsters can offer. 1 saw it all. I brought back 
the pictures, the eM'dcnce. Blood used to flow 
in my life as if there was a permanent sconn 
ragix^ - I used to wash my teeth and hands in 
blood. When someone doubts my word 1 
sometimes dunk I've been living in a fancas)' or 
a Tughemare world. But Fve got die pictures. 

*Vnoite liln oU nraqnpm 

When 1 fish out some of the old colour 
magazines from up in mv attic and look at my 
pictures, I wonder, did the)' do any good? Did 
the\' open people's eyes, to the horror, and 
cheir resppnsibtlin’. 

Sometimes I chink - w'ho knou^ - maybe 
niv piemres even helped to nurture .Amnesty's 
beginnings. 1 hope so, because Amnest)' does ' 
wonderful work and deserves to be .^supported 
by e\'er\'one \riio I'alues the freedom ro read a 
newspaper. Like the people reading this one. * 

But people have to act fast, because they 
fade, those old newspapers. They go yellow, 
like memories. The people who died fade and 
become less real. W^e.can no longer sec them, ^ 
or touch them and we fotget they* were once 
alive and'brcadiing, just like us. 

Many of the people in my pictures arc ^ 
taking one last look at the world. In a lot of 
my pictures, the \icrims look curious as if ^ 
thev see something I Can't - as if the}* can help j 
me - as if they thmk I'm the one who’s the j 
ricrim. If you look at the picture dosely. it's J 
as if the dead are really crying. co.help..Thci''rc A 
tning to co-operate, otnibiisly, and wh.it i 


che)*’re saying is ‘Im dead. look at me, look at 
whac chei'Vc done to me, please cell the world 
what riiey'’\T done to me, so the worid can do 
something to scop the horror.’ 

“I IM the dttd in enads and OB buM.” 

I think a lot about all the people who died. 
whc»e deaths 1 saw or photographed. I sec 
them in die streets, on buses and trains and 
aeroplanes and at airports. I feel as if they’re 
floating out there in cloud)' im^es. I see them 
when I least need to see them. As Fm sirring 
here now, looking at the most blossom 
divnched garden. I can still sec that vision of 
those men dropping in chat stairwell in Beirut. 

Fm surrounded by ghosts and images and 
things chat cap me on the brain and sav, ’Hev. 
mister, remember me?’ 

'Remember me in the marker place in 
Saigpn when, the)' brought the two jeeps ,ir 
dawn and stood me at a stake? 

'Remember ,me. the man thev said was a 
bomber?’ 

Remember me, the headless chap you saw 
lyu^ by a rii'cr restaurant one night after the 
bomb went off And me. the pregnant woman 
who was dead? .And all us headless people 
under die cables? And me. the fellow with a 
sucking wound in his neck and chest that was 
making chat nrrible noise. Hey. remember us?' 

I ask the dead, what do \’ou want? They 
don't speak, but I chink they're probably sayinc. 
'You didn't do your job proper!)' because. I’ou 
know, we’ re still here and .is vou see, Don. our 
numbers are grow’ing.’ 

*!ftiiiiHitr b ii; ind WB ire Anmwli:’' 

The ghosts arc righL The world is in a 
worse w'ay now than it was when I began raking 
picrures. Wc must all do what we can. 

Tluu's why I hope chat e>'cryone ivho n.*ads 
this will join Amnest)* Inrcmarional and will 
support ICS work. Amnest)’ needs our support 


to bring hope and help to die people locked 
awa\‘ in the prisons and dungeons. For mam* 
people who arc suffering horriblv at the hands 
of brutal men. it's the onl)‘ ho^H* there in. 

I don't know how many people work for 
Amnesty, or how far dieir influence reaches, 
but it can nei’cr be far enough. Thousands, tens 
of thousands of people arc in prison ii’ith no- 
one to speak for them - most of them probably 
wc don’t eien know’ about. There are people 
being degraded, cormred, killed, at this vciy 
moment. Wc must help, 

.Amnesn* International can't civmge things 
on its own. it's them and us together, ^'ou can’t 
sit back and say ’Oh well, .Amnest)’ will work ii 
out.' We have to wi>rk it out w ith .Amnesn*. 
•Amnest)' is us, and we are .Anlnl•^n’. 

.Amnest}' is just lots of people like us. 
.Amnest)' Intemarional ha.s no-one else to rum 
to but people like «s. It .Amnesrv f.iils, its 
demise w'ill be ven* convenient for all the 
butchers in the world. If we fail .Ainncsti', we 
fail ourselve.s. 

TIA IV |0V pio ind BH tt.” 

The horror w'ill ^o on ,ind on and on. It 
won't stop until people like us - yvople like 
\xm - get involved .md decide to stop it. A‘ou 
would know this instinctivelv if uni’d seen a 
man die in trout of vou. 

When you .see a m.in being murdered in a 
doorvv.i)' and he is looking ai vou and ervin^, 
\*ou are naked. Y ou're n.<kcJ. ^'oti don’t h.ivc 
an)' feelings, \\iu are desrroved. 'i'oii don't have 
any implements at hand ro protect this man. 
help this man. shield this man. One hum.m 
d\Tng in front ot .inotlicr is a n.iked e.\j\:rience, 
believe me. 

^'ou have a means to protect, help .md 
shield the people who arc .it this moinenr being 
hurt, killed, or flung in blood-soaked cells. It is 
)*our voice, t our pen. Pick it up and use it. 


R'jrjt. rr 
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SATURDAY 15 


mroWTARY INPEFEjNDENT 


news 


Generals ministers have i 



•sj!} 


One year on, 
pressure ^oup 
says ministers 
have failed to 
address issues 

James Cusick 

An ^nteraatio 1 Ia^ pressure 
group, mduding Genera] Sir 
H ugh Beach and Field Marshal 
Lord Carver and Admiral Sir 
James 5ierle,yesteFdi9 earned 
that in the 12 months since the 
publkatxon of Scon Rqx>it the 
Government had fafled to ‘in- 
stitute aiw dianges wfaidi would 
prevent Mother arms-to-Iiaq 
afifair occurring.” 

The group. Saferwrld, rep- 
leseDting cross-party 
trades union leaders, notary 
generals and bishops, claimed 
many of the key corausions of 
Sir Ridiard Scon’s three year in- 
quiry, such as the need for open 
government, the parliamentary 
scrutiny cd arms exports and the 
need for darrty in public stan- 
dards to oversee export deci- 
sions, had “gone un addressed”. 



ALAN CLARK, who -served 
as ndnister of trade and 
then defence, encouraged . 
- mqxmsrs to stress the •- 
civiBan uses of their. 
prpductetooqMit applet 
tions. He was ciiBd^ by; 
the report for {^vfng ’’irrae- 
curate and mlsloodeig* * 
ewtdence to PBritenent He 
was recently reseleciBd as • 
a Conservedive 
parfi ar henlaiy carKfidats.- • 

hi a letter in today’s Inde- 
paident both General Beach 
and Lord Carver argue thm 
are now “compeQo^ nnikaiy 
reasons for ti^^ r^ulated 
arms sales to r^ons of tension 


DAVID-GOf£.BOOTH, 
Aaalirtafit Undw-Secretefy 
■of lha Uddle BanA Depait- 
ment of-the Fordgn Cnto 
shoukL-aceonfingto^ ■ 
nchard. have been con- 
cerned that “ntistoacfrigr 
submissions had been 
prepared by junior Foreign 
•OfRea offlebu. Mr Gwe- 
Booth is now BrlBsti High 
CommisdoDerin India. He 
was kn^hfod dlls yean 


SIR ROBIN BUH£R^ ^ 

Cabkist SeeiedVK ' 
Averted the idea thal'inin- , 
fetew aie ac c ounta b le bet 
not ieaiondbfe Jor ttte 
dons of dvfl servants. SMil'- 

in e^mce ttiatnrinisteis - 
hadsrigMtowttihaidin- . 
fotmallon fkomlfeiiaiDeiil, 
and orcheetraiad the 
eiTififiiwifs ^nti Bfe adlrltf' ^^lw-' ■ 
a po ri e o toihe repocLSHT - 
heacfodie CfgftSeryfee.- 





litbi;^V«setlaG^ “ui>- 

■:?Uncainfbrtabto*.atflto 

- pie^wel of BrMsh fools . 

^ yia i nij re, newbCs.nn.a . 

- Bwmd ^ au wwdrtwra 

bereqtdredfo nteka 
' Hlpihbsr. BeMnedpcM 
jmTCTM Sdprefory tottie. 


STEPHEN WALL, Connor 

' tosecralaryto John 

r, was oensund hr; 
jio^vefullpiciua ■ 

dl polcy changes on anta 

eaqwrtmnhe tailnratp. ; 
consult V»8 a regrettable 

orri^on on Mr WalTe 

paitr” Allerbeififl ambas-. 

saddrfo Portugal, beesroe 

UK Penhanent Repraseiv 
tadvB in BruMs. Has 
glqra been knispitod. 


and instabili^. They say a 
‘Tioomerang effect” had re- 
cently resulted in Eutop^ 
troops £sczi:% vreapons 
by their own gorernments in 
So malia, Rwanda and Bosnia. 


Whitehall’s walls of secrecy 
were scq)posed to begin break-' 
ing down a year ago with the 
publicatna <i the Repoct. 

However, wAh increaaag calls 
for a more open system of 


&7tisb government, the berri- 
as ^>pear as impenetrable as 
ever. 

On th^fir^ prmi vBrs Ar ynfthB 

Scott Report, shadow Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook, will say 


today there is now “an ur- 

eentneetTfOraRDeedcmicfln- 
mnnadon Act to end secrecy in 
go'uennaent Xfr Cooik; qieak- 
ing in the win ditim that 
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hari provided, “an alarming 
glimpse” of the arrogance of 
government ministers who he 
says have “been in power too 
long to tell the difierence be- 
tween the national interest and 
tiie partt flbiy] interest” 

The Commons statement 12 
months ago by Tan Lang, Pres- 
ident of the Board of liade, said 
thmwas “no coos{Hiacy and DO 
cover up” and that charges 

minkileiv werfe ‘*rcckl^ 

inalidouar. This has since 
beea rigidfy adhered m by Che 

Government The heajfline cast 
of foe Scott Report drama axe 

esaentialty stiH centre-stage. If 
go v e mm ent secrecy had b^n in 

the docii; it wafoed free - 
imdetexred, and seeming un- 
fettered ^ Scott's recommen- 
dations fioff the future. 

When Sir Ricfaaxd - Vice 
CSiaaceDor of ^ Court 
Chancezy Division-was asked 
yesterday whefoer his report 
harf initiated change, he replied 
that he “hadn’t actoabyread the 
teport for some time now”, 
and said be had “pointed to ar- 
eas that needed to be looked 
at". 

These induded ministerial 
accountability, public control 
of Britam's export qist^ and 
public mtexest immonity cer- 
tificates (Fife), all centim fea- 
tures that were under the 
mifr rwnpR during ataminatin n 

of 200 Witnesses, 430 hours of 
evidence and, eventually, 
200J100 pages of docummlatinp. 

Sohad to report chan ged the 
politicalaienafoatseeiii^jlyal' 
lowed xninisteis at the end of the 
1980-1988 Xran-lraq war to 
modify guidelines on aims ex- 
ports to Iraq without any formal 
announcement to Parliament 
and insist it was was merely a 
“remterpreiation"? 

Had Dw impact of the report 
changed the arena which 
brou^t allegations that minb- 
teiswere prepared to see the efi- 
rectois of the Matrix-CbuiciiilL 
tool firm fece nnpiisonment 
ratter than allow foe "leinter- 
pretation” to be made public? 
Sir Richard, guardedly, said 
Tt may be to dose to judge 
that" Dipiomaticalfy be usra 


the words “excellent” and “en- 

couragfegf to describe the Gov^ 
ernmenf s rerooose, continually 

,,yiiphggiqng his W8s “oot 8 po- 
litical xole”. 

Safezworid has been less far 
gnft w^. Tis repreg e ntatives 
urged the EuiM)^ Union’s 
corrent Tnter-Qovernmental 
Conference to introduce an 
EU Code of Conduct on aims. 

Although foe Scott Report 
criticised outdated eimoit con- 
ti^ as "an nxifetterea power to 
impose whatever export control 
it thinks fif Britain’s (werall ex- 
ports structure seems to have re- 

mained 

Scott ato called for parlia- 
mentary sontiny over arms ex- 
ports conclttdi^ a need for 
“control that would be expect- 
ed and are requisite in a par- 
liamentaiy democrat. Since 
foe Rqxnt was published, the 
Ministiy'of Dcwnce has 
viewed its disdosure of infor* 
Tfi atinn. However information 
on aims b still not disclosed au- 
tomatically. Many believe foe 
UK diould adopt a system rim- 
Oar to the USA wfaiefa means ex- 
port over a certain value are 
subject to review. 

The Scott Report also criti- 
cised the “absence of any ii^- 
cation of purpose for which 
eimoit controls can Ittfiimte- 
fyte used. Sir Rkhata said ^ 
“created a dangoous coofurion 
between the law on eaqioit and 
the government Mlicy”. Al- 
though bofo the DTI and the 
MoD have their own internal 

guidelines, there is still DO legal 

^ligation to ensure guidelines 
are followed. A Eiiropcan 
Code, now official labour and 
Liberal Democrat polity, would 
end such grey areas. 

In another letter ecfaomg the 
call for a European code, foe 
bisb^ of Covenhy, Liverpool 
and Oxford said foe Dunblane 
tcagefy bad fimxd politidaDS to 
confront foe link between gun 
availabflity and firearms deat h . 
But the bisbe^ say; “The ac- 
cq)tai)ce of this ImkriB uneasQy 
aloogade a wOliDgness to export 
vasty nxire destructive weapons 
to some of the poorest countries 
in tte world.” 
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^11 at sea: 
the case 


coastline 


Niefaolas Sc h oon 

Environment Cofresponeted 

Friends of the Earth ycsteid^ 
\TFwed to prosectutf’ those to 
blame for the Sea Empnss oO 
disaster if the GovenuneoTs 
Enviro nm ent Agency &ib to. 

The en\'hoDnieatm group is 
cominced there is enou^ evi- 
deDcetolauDchacriminal|m3s> 
ecutian for the poDutiun caused 
after the tanker ran ^nmndat 
the entrance to Mil&mf^'en ' 
harbour a year ago tod^. 

Biit it is not yet sure w4io to 
proseculet'ycsterday its cam- 
pa^ns director Tbiqr Junqter 
said the Department of lia^ 
port, the Milford Haven Pbrt 
Authority and the taiiker^ man- 
a^rs. Aconorit.UK, were all 
possible candidates. 

Leigh, Co, lawyers for 

Friendb of Hie Baitb, hdw writ- 
ten 10 the Envffoomeaf Agency 
to say that unless it initiates a 
crimmal jxosecutkm fay 15 Apr^ 
the group wiB laiffidr a pth^ 
one. 

The letter complmns tiiat 
the agen<y, whicii has strong 
powiers to prosecute water perf- 
luters. has had ncarfy a year to 
conskler piasenning > but has 
sliU xKtt vet decided whetberto 
do so. the ageixy confirmed 
yesterday that ils.own invesd- 
gations are continuing. 

''tAhat's gou% on?” asked Mr 
Juniper. . "It's dear that this 
disa^rwasavpidatde.. If justice 
is to be done, then we most have 
proper eoforeemenl ' of 
em>iFonmentaI law." 

Yesterdsy Riends reinfbioed 
its poini fay . dumping several 
pails of £inpr^ ^ on the 

steps of the Depaiiinent of 
Transport in Marsbam Street, 
central London. The pollution 
can 5iin be found from time to ' 
time on Rratrokeshire belKhes 
because h is lifted ODt of remote 
co^ or off the seabed during 
storms and at high tide& 

The fully laden tanker struck 
rocks Ihen lost a small quanli- 
of its cargo bf NorUi Sea 
crude as h entered Milford 
Haven in souifa-wnst ^\hles; tm 
15 February, last yev, . 

But over 7CL000 tonnes, much 
more than hah* its cargo, was lost 


has now been repaired and is 
goir% bade into service. But 
Pembrokeshire suffered 
Britain’s most damagiiig oil 
qiili srnee the Tbmy c£^on 
struck rocks off Connvall 30 
years a^ 

The Covmment’s ofiieial 
accidem u r vestg alion report 


the shq) over the next 
whmUc. Ti^ faSed to hold die 
tanker in place as strong tidal 
cnirems it over the 

mdes, hrfifw jt- jfflin aind ^ain. 

Evenii^^ it was r^oated 
and inoo^.imo porL The slnp 


aiiotfaer inmidL This has ex- 
amined initMil gm imditw 
and the sahn^ opeotion car- 
ried out jointly Mween (he 
Coaslmianl Ageiny's Marine 
EkiDuum Control Unh and the 
port antooiily, and widely re- 
garded as faavn^ been battled. 

. l^e Marine ^nseivation 

omifreiKlatkiiisdr^eBnaerin- 
qidiy ly L(^ Dondefeon, there 
was stiU ito'pecmanent.^t of 
salvage tugs stadoned around 
the UK to be called on in 
tanker emetgencies. The DoT 

mawitam s three veiy po w er fiJ 

‘^superti^s” •- one iiear Dover, 
one off die Vifest Conn- 
tty .^u^ one near the Hdirides ; 
- m die vrittter only. 

Enrironineiital grpiqs and . 
local people were furious that 
there was no public inqnhy 
-uuo the dSsaster, even though 
it faai^iened just three years af- 
ter Badain’s jnevious oil ^hH. 

In .1993 die tankeriku^ lost an 
pp^, stnidc the Siedaiid isles 
arid ^3t all its ca^. Far less 
damage was caused along the 
Shetland coast than to Pem- 
brokeshire because raging 
storms diqieised the ml 

Bat the Sea Eimmss oil 
wariied onto 120 mite of dxff 
and beach, much of it in 
Britain’soDfyinaiitimexiatioa- 
al park. Five thousand sea birds 
were known to have been Uned, 
but maoy moce died because the 
bodies of most <riled seabirds 
never reach the shore. 

There was a ban cm all fish- 
ing in surrounding waters, but 
that been progressive ty 5ft- 

cd. TIw harvodi^ <rf sbellfirii 
isstfl] ixtt aBowed fixsD between 
the low and l^ tide maris and 
a conple (k^small seaareas. Hor 
can ofible seaweeds and sam- . 
friiire be limvested. 

Neaify£2m isbeingqient CO 
'around 1fln «rM»rrtififffBijniefi infn 
the impacts of the q»n, most of 
vriikii are not yet complete. It 
is known that there was massive 
short term dainage to wildlife 
and the breeding of some 
seabirds was set back. Foriu- 
nat^ ilw long tenn dmns^ q>< 
pears, so far, to be minor. 
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AAAS conference: Help for problems in families and medicine 

The secret of domestic 
bliss is all in the genes 


Reports by Charles Arthur 

Seattle 

Moicnce and conflict in modem 
families with Stepchildren or step- 
parents is partly due to andenl 
genetic programming which tells 
us to take more care of close rel- 
atives than sttangers. say sdeodsts. 

While there is no “gene for car- 
ing", many ^lecies tate more care 
of ihcir jmmcdbte children be- 
cause they have more of the 
some gcm» than stra^ers - in- 
cluding unrelated children. But 
that is causing problems in the 
modem age. said Stephen Emlen, 
professor of biology at Cornell 
University, New York, at the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science confer- 
ence yesterduy. 

Professor Emlen said: "The nu- 
clear family is becoming less 
common, replaced growing 


numbers of sin^e-parent and 
stepparent families, and at the 
same time we are seeing an in- 
crease in child abuse, delinquen- 
cy and truant^." 

But be said that by mairing 
people more aware of this 
predi^ositioD - through 
education programmes sanilar 
to those about genetic rfiwyi^ — 
such problems could be lessened, 
or averted. aware that if you 

aie in a step famiiy , or 
with one. there is a statistically 
greater chance of problems,” he 
warned. 

He also suggested involving 
grandparents in child-rearing.es- 
pecially for single-parent families, 
and suggested that tax incentives 
might induce people to take part. 

Studies of more than 300 bird 
spedes and W kinds of mammals, 

including humans, have shown 
that parents and grandparents 


Hormone clue to 
nurstery of Aids 


What happens if you put male 
mice in a cage with female mice? 
If you are researchers into HTV, 
the virus that causes Aids, then 
you come up with clues 10 a po- 
tential treatment for the infection. 
And, bizarre though it might 
sound, it also involves pregnant 
wximen. 

According to Robert Gallo, 
one of the world's leading Aids 
researchers, the clues to the new 
treatment came about by accident 
- "or. as ray colleague ^d. good 
obscr\-aiioD of an inadvertent 
experience”. 

In an e:q)eriment in which 
mice were injected with raaligaant 
cells from Kaposi's sarcoma, a 
skin cancer common in Aids pa- 
tients. a researcher accidentally 
put male and female mice in a 
cage together. Subsequently, he 
found that female mice which 
were in the eariy stages of preg- 
nancy when they were inoculat- 
ed with the malignant cells did not 
develop tumours. 

Dr uallo. director of the In- 
stitute of Human Virology, said 
that his team - which had carried 
out the Kapod's experiment - 
then tried to find a honnone 


produced in women at the same 
stage of pre^ancy, and discov- 
ered one which knis malignant 
Kapod's cells without affecting 
pregnancy or being toxic, yet also 
promotes bone-marrow growth. 
It also has an antivira] effect, 
killing virus cells, which would 
make it eff^ective against HIV. 

The hormone, human chori- 
onic gonadotropin (HCG^. has 
now been used effectively in tri- 
als as a skin treatment a^dnst Ka- 
posi's sarcoma. But Dr Gallo 
told the American Association 
yesterday that his team is stiD un- 
sure exactly how the hormone 
works, thoii^ they are closing in 
on the precise part of the protein 
that performs the functions. 

He was also downbeat about 
the progress of research into 
cures and treatments for Aids and 
HIV, sa^ng that any sort of vac- 
cine could be years away. 

And he warned that recent 
progress with mixtures of drugs, 
called protease inhibitors, and the 
discovety of people who appear 
to be naruraUy resistant to HTV 
infection, was not a definite 
indication that wc are at the 
"beginning of the end" of Aids. 


tend to help their children, 
effectively protecthx the «nes 
that they have passion to Uiem. 

But tbou^ this wefl for 
humans ever since the hunter- 
gatherers on the plaios 
4 million years ^o until the 
middle of the 20tb ceatuiy, that 
has leoently b^un to br^ den^ 
said Professor Emlen. 

”A]1 else being equal, the closer 
the kinship, the greater the 
tendeo^ for animals 10 co-oper- 
ate.” he noted. But he found in 
a survey of social sdent^ reports 
that thne was a correlation be- 
tween the structure of the fami- 
ly and children's well-being. 

He found that stepebSdren 
are more often physically or sex- 
ually abused, or kfile^ than chil- 
dren in intact families. 
Stepparents ^nd less time and 
effort with their paitnei^s previ- 
ous chndrea than with their own. 

Pseudo- 
prey on 


AmerKan sdeatisis furiously de- 
nounced the multi-billion pound 
"altcmative medicioe*' industry 
yestetd^, describing it as ”quack- 
ery” that diverts people from the 
truth while preying on their need 
to believe in a personal healer. 

The growth of altemattve ther- 
apies. worth $14bn (£8-8bti) in the 
US alooe, belies fire fact ifa^ many 
treatments have been scientifically 
discredited said Barry Beyer- 
stein, of Simon Iraser Univeisi- 
ty in Bumal^, Briti^ Columbia. 
But, he said, “a fertile climate for 
quackery hsfi been created by the 
low level of scientific Uteraqr 
among the population, and vig- 
orous marketmg of extravagant 
daims by so-called healets, wUefa 
appeal to wishftjl thinldag.’’ 

Sometimes, dtemative practi- 
tioneis twist the reporting of sd- 
eotific tests whidi have carried out 
on their ther^es in order to ^ve 
a distorted picture of their enec- 
livcness, said Saul Green, of Zol 
Consultants in New York. 

“After 15 years of studying and 
searching, I have not found one 
'alteroaov’e' treatment for cancer 
that r could endonse.” said the 
former cancer tesean±cr. ”I re- 


and are far more likely to 00 m- 
xnit sexual abuse: the incidence of 
sexual abuse of siep^u^ters in 
one sfti^ was eight times greater 
than for biological daughters. 

Also, chOdrea in stepfamllies 
leave home earlier than children 
in intacr families, while the mar- 
riage itself tended to be lees sta- 
ble too: divorce in American 
ftunilies was more common in sec- 
ond marriages, and that fre- 
quency grows with the number of 
stepeWdrea. 

Professor Emlen commented: 
“The rules we evolved with don’t 
work weU in the greater divera- 
ty of fami^ Qrpes present 
today.” 

“We didn’t ask for these 
biological predispositions: they 
came as part of a bi^r genetic 
pagkag a that worked just fine for 
Our ancestors for thousands of 
years." 

■healers 

hopeless 

alised that the propcnoits of 
these therapies depended on the 
fact that patients were deeply 
impressed with the printed word 
... Advertising, not medical sci- 
ence, was the life-blood of these 
dubious methods.” 

He contrasted the situation 
today with that in 1903 and 1938, 
when invesri^tive journalism ex- 
posed the frauds beirig carried out 
by the patent medicine industry. 

^bert ^rk. of the department 
of physics at the UniveisiQ^ of 
Maryland, said that “many ofibe 
made for alternative ther- 
apies riolale basic laws of phys^” 
Homeopathy relies on a “serious 
misunderstanding” of chaos the- 
ory, while the suggestions of 
“biofields” which extend beyond 
the body have no basis in physics. 

Uraib Goode Qougji, professor 
of biology at Whshington Univer- 
sity, smd: “The problem is not the 
nice penon in the health store who 
believes what's being sold U 
healthy. Rather, it’s the industry 
buOi on pseudo«dence that pr^ 
on hopeless people. It fills me with 
moral outrage. Scientists car^ an 
obligation to protest (against] 
abuses of scientific knot^ledge." 



Gotcha: A 50ft arm from the space shuttle Discovery captures the orbiting Hubble space telescope, 
successfully completing the first stage of its mission to install two state-of-the-art instruments that will 
allow astronomers to see deeper into space Photograph: Reuters (courtesy Nasa) 
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Trainee teachers 
tofecetestsin 
the three Rs 


LueyWard 

Education Cone ^ jondCTt 

Nen* scbcxtf tcachcts 

will have to pass spiling, 
grammaraad maths tesB before 
ben^ let loose lo the ^ ss r oom. 
under ^ans to be' announced 
nen ve^ - ‘ 

A new national cnzxieuhini 
for primazy teadier tramiag 
wfl! Tcmiiie sudem teadiers to 




nf RigUch an d maihc, at 
wellasd Mivwqrttiifig ihiH ilu^» 

can coatroJ classes and keep 
lessons mterestn^ 

The dnriculiini. details of 
wluch Indeed out ahead of 
schedule yesterday, diarupiing 
a i^anncci^sezies of prC'ClectiDn 
announeemcnis. spedtiM for 
the fust thne what aspiring 
teachers should learn, u 
replaces less prescriptive 
government-set criteria. 

GDUan Shephard, Sccrciaiv 
erf State for Education, and Em^ 
ployment; launched ontiinc 
plans for the larged ever shake- 
up of teacher training last 
September amid growing 
concern that ne«9^ cjualificd 
teachers were entering the 
dassnxnniaddogntal teadiiiu! 
skills. 


She called for a eurrieuluin 
specifying an essenlia! core 
of wimt must be taught to 
traJitee leaders, izul^ing 
knowledge of (heir spechilsi 
subjecL what ibcir pupils 
should be taught, effective 
teaching and assessment meth- 
ods and the standards of 
achievement tbev should 


undn: (he new cumeuhsm. 


demonstrate undersiandhig of 
Endish language basics, in- 
claomg ^Irae and puactua- 
duo. TwywiBtffiD have to show 
that they have mastered siroc- 
tare, detsniioDs and the 
sound system underling 
qicech. . 

Trainees nuisi learn how tn 
get pupils to sound out words 
and write sounds as letlcrs. 
and lobe articulate and coher- 
cnl in expressii^ meaning. Stu- 
dents nust adsii be able to teach 
standard English. . 

In madfii, studeois will learn 
bow lo teadi mestd atithmetic, 
and how to ^rot commoa mis- 
takes. Tb» win also be re- 
quired to deveipp a ^>ecialist 
sut^ea to A-ievel standard. 

Thecnrrieuluffl trill include 
firm guidance on teaching 


Labour spoiler 
on child crime 


Anthony Bevins 

Mitical Edter 

Labour's home af^rs 
spoioesmaii. Jack Straw, yester- 
dzy upsu^ed a Icmg-awaiied 
govenimem cfiscD^on pqier on 
child crime due otit next wedc. 

The Home Office poScy pro- 
posals wiD “exainiw what mexe 
can be done to idoitify dnidren 
at risk of offentfo^. 

But Mr Straw stole a march 
on ibeOovennnentyesterd^, 
expandingoa previous pledges 
to taddeyoQih oiaeia^com- . 
mitted Labour to loaidng *'oor 
streets and comnnmhies safe 
and secure". 

He said, m a qpjeech m Ins 
BJacUnah contfinieiicy: ^For 
too loo^ the probiems caused 
disarder and aiti-social be- 
faayunzr have been piaofd low 
down the poUtk^ ^ 

centra] govemmeoL This atti- 
uide must change. -ESsonier 
and low-level dTending have a 
{nofoimd effect on people's 
qiiali^ of life. It is rime to acL" 

Id additiratoLdfour’szDan- 
ifosto commitiiienis to halve the 
rime atresi to sentence for 

persistent young oSeoders, and 


to get 25Qj000 onder-2Ss off 
benefit mid into wok - *fan anti- 
crime pblin as well as an eco- 
nomic poucy" - Mr Straw 
jaoposed an e^-pomt action 
{to to tadde bad bdhavioar by 
tfaeyoiiqg. 

The parlny. rodudcd chfld 
{Kotfiction area orders, to deal 
with under-lOs oot, unsupa- 
vised, late at idghi; a leplkx- 
mentofrepeaicaurionnigtya 
.final warning ^tem: parental' 
re^xmsibifify orders, tO luake- 
paieuts face to Jhe re^xm- 
sibxlify of their diSdrca*s con- 
duct; and a new du^ to make 
local anthoihies work in pan- 
neisb^ with the pc&s to 
duce.cnm& 

Mr Straw said: *We have to 
devek^ local responses to the 
problems that most concern 
our oommnnities. The piedse 
problems and the res^nses 
wiD vary across the counZiy, bnt 
the q>piDadi vriD be riie same. 

''Wto are peo{He most coo- 
cerned about, ara how can 
tb» {woUems best be tadded, 
nsing the lesou r oes erf the po- 
lice, the local authori^, and all 
the other Joey {dara 


ELLE 


methods. It will require 
trainees to prtn'e abil^ in 
’'interactive'' whole-class 
teaching- the method used in 
Pacific Rim countries wbkti 
have a strong track record on 
basic skills. 

The Depanmeiu for Educa- 
tion and Hm^oymenl and the 
lhacher Ihuxni^ Agency, wineb 
developed the curriculiim, 
refused to comment on the 


anoouncement. 

The Labour Puty daimed 
that Mrs Shephard had bung on 
the coat-tails of its education 
^ctoanan. David Blunkett, 
who cdled last year for leachen 
to be given more traming in 
bow (o leach effectively, 
induding whole-class teach- 
ing. 

The party said it would go 
further than the Govmnment 
arid cotsider lemuoduciiig the 
probatkmary year for new 
teachers immediately after 
comjiiciing their irainii!^ 
allownig them to fnmffljdMg 
skills aud ensure they had 
diosen the right career. 

Mr Blunkea also hit out at 
the Governmeiit for "taknig 
18 ]^rs to reform teacher 
training". 



^ilpshape: Pupils of die Admiral Lord Nelaon school In Portsniouth la-enactlnc dw Battle of Capa of St Vincent at the Historic Dockyard. The 
battfa, 200 years ago yesterday, helped Nelson seal his reputation for daithC deeds as the Spanish fleet was destroyed Photograph John Voo.; 
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Germans taste the trauma of the dole 


Imre Karacs looks at the results of a 
collapsing economic miracle 


Duisburg — Dieicr Held did not pay 
much aiientioD lo ihe man with the dipH 
hoard kepi coming around lo the 
workshop, watching, never asking a 
question, yet taking copious notes. 
weeks ago the visitor's purpose was re- 
vculed. He was a member of a team of 
management consultants hired to root 
out inefficiency, and the fruit of their 
labour w:is a report 23)0 names long, 
headed "surplus to requirements". Di> 
eter. a finer aged 30. found his name on 
the list. 

"It felt tike a roof collapsing over your 
head." he said. Dieter had been unem- 
pltn^ before, hut had ieann his new 
trade during u previous recessaon and vvas 
eimlident be could ride out the next one. 

Now he is not so sure. He has fired off 
40 job appUcations. but all he has 
had hack :ire straight rejections. He is 
now widening the search beyond Duis- 
burg. a city of half a million where one 
in live is out of work, but employers in 
the neighbouring (owns do not even both- 
er to reply. Duisburg has the highest job- 
less rate for a big city in western 
Germany, but the situation in the rest of 
the Ruhr is only marginally belter, and 
what racancies exist tend to be in Fast food 
resinuranls. The steel indus^. where Di- 
cier used to cam his daily bread, is 
down-suing everywhere. 


and disenfranchise themselves from 
public life. The gradual decline in voter 
lumout matches the ris ing rate of job- 
lessness. Behind those closed shutters 
there is seething resentment, but it is yet 
to be articulated. Demonstrations, such 
M the 60-mQe-long human chain formed 
in the Ruhr yesterday in protest 
unemplc^ent, are staged and manned 
mo^ by union members desperate to 
avoid the fate of their ostracised former 
workmates. 


The state, paranoid about provoking 
the unemployed, goes out ofits way to 


keep them sweeL The jobless are sum- 
moned by courteous dvQ servants every 
three months for an interview, but are 
otherwise left alone. There are no 
queues at the labour bureaux, and the 
dieques arrive r^gulaify without iuas. Be- 
cause worldng Germans contri^te to a 
state-run insurance scheme, the ^le is 
a pay-related entitlement irrespective of 


WhDc he is idle, the state will pay him 
mill DM2 jOn 1 £915^ a month - W oer 


about DM2 jOn 1.£915^ a month -63 per 
cent of his last (akc-faomc pay. After a 
year, the dole falls to 53 per'cenL and 
after two years he will only be entitled 
to supplemcntaiy benefit "Money will 
be tight" he .says, but that's not what wor- 
ries him most 

No society holds the unemplctyed in 
high esteem, but German society is es- 
pecially harsh in its judgement "When 
you \oic your Job. friends tend to take a 
slop back." Dieter said. "No one wants 
to hang out with a loser." Dieter will only 
confess to his Mends if has not found 
work by the end of March. 

He will then d'lsappcar. follcn^g mil- 
lions of oiheis who have already shut 
themselves away to hide their shame. 
"Thev become anonymous," said Gisela 
Averkomp. who runs a charity which 
helps people on the dole. "Most stay at 
home and watch television all day. It is 
unbelievably difficult to persuade them 
to come to the unemployment centre." 

The unemployed vanish from their 
favourite pubs, sever trade union links 


to earn DM580 (£214) a month in 
part-time work. 

Thus does the Federal Republic pre- 
serve socia] peace at a limg of Weimar- 
ian unemploymem levels. There are no 
stone-throwing youths lurking in Duis- 
bui^s neat^ kept parks, no graffid de- 
facing public buDdings on its litter-free 
streets. Ebetorks that ^ en^My are ra|^ 
ly converted into concert halls and 
theme parks. School-leavers, potential- 
ly the most ejqilosive segment of the 
emergitig under-class, arc k^t off the 
streets a wide range of mtcnninable 
retraining schemes. There are an esti- 
mated 2.S mOlion Germans on various 
projects who are not counted as 
unemployed. 

What trade they should be taught is 
not clear, however. Ms Averkamp. whose 
centre provides courses for the young, 
she tries to steer the new gencradon 
of Duisburgers away from metal-bash- 
ing towarib the gardening domain. 
There are still jobs to be had in health 
care and in ret^, and management 
consultanty is booming. 

Where a school-leaver's certificate 
mi^t have sufficed a few years em- 

pk^ezs now demand nxxe impressive bits 
of paper - which often count for more 
in Gennaoy than experience - even for 
the most menial jobs. Those iriio cannot 
keep up face the prospect of permanent 
unemployment 



Boom over; Coal miners and teenagers limiting torches at an anti-unemployinent demonstration in Luenen, near Dortmund, yesterday Photo^ph. Reuters 
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is the BEST in the world: 


It has been a good week on the 
Frankfurt su^ exchange. In- 
vestors, chMred ty news from 
the job market the cone- 
spondiog plunge in the 
Deutschmark, poured their 
money into Gernuto coo^jasies, 
matcM^ the post-war record in 
unempi^ment with an aD-dme 
high for the Dax shares index. 

One of the star pecfixmeis in 
Frankfurt's buH run was 
Siemens, a lai^ exporter of 
German electrical g^ds and 
jobs, which announced a leap in 
profits. Siemens sacked 6,000 
workers last y^, but wants to 
raise Its return on investments 
to American levels by the year 
2000. lb get nearer that goal, 
the company will fire another 
6,000 of its employees by the 
end of the year. 

This is not bow things are 
supposed to be done in Cer- 
ma^, the home of "^enish 
capitalism" which puts (be 
workers' interests first, Ihe boss- 


es* second and shareholders’ 
last. The model ^ve the world 
tte economic miraeJe and al- 
most unparalleled prosperity, 
buill on harmonious labour re- 
latioDS. a cartel-lOte economy of 
crossownerdiip, and consensus 
poUrics. 

The qrstem suited everybody 
for ^ decades, but it no longer 
suits the money-men. An in- 
creasing number of German 
companies, their managers be- 
witched by Anglo-Saxon phras- 
es. such as "shareholder value" 
and "^obalisarioo", are for- 
sal^g the German model. 

'Dm malaise of ck>wn-siziDg is 
spreading from the north, cut- 
ditg across the Ruhr, and its ef- 
fects can even be felt in the land 
of the "sunrise industries" in the 
south. Bavaria and Baden- 
WOrttemberg. where the un- 
employed might have been 
heading a few years ago on their 
bikes, both have a higher job- 
less rate now than Bntain. 

As for the East, the trillion 
Deutschmarks invested since 


unification has failed to create 
more jobs tl^ BslandL Hujigary 
and the Czech Republic 
achieved without the help of 
German tax-payers. 

There are. of course, many af- 
fluent oases on this bleak land- 
scape. Farts of eastern Germany 
now boast the most modern 
production methods in the 
world, which in years to come 
will pay rich dKi'dends. The 
chemical sector in the West is 
burning, there arc jobs galore 
in biotechnology and comput- 
ing. and car manufacturers arc 
conquering new markets and 
bolding their own at home. 

But those that remain suc- 
cessful have done so by shed- 
ding labour, often in the teeth 
of resistance from unions and 
pollticiaDS. 'Volkswagen started 
from scratch in eastern Ger- 
many, negotiating wages and 
work practices that would not 
be accepted ty western unions. 
Daimler-Benz, the country's 
lai^t industrial concern, has 
sac^d tens of thousands of 


workers on its way towards re- 
newed profitabiliiy. 

White collar uncmplo>’mcni 
is stiU rare, but it is aiming. Jobs 
in the public sector which used 
to enjoy cKil-servant status arc 
increasingly bcii^ offered on a 
contractual ba.sis. There arc 
openings in the service sector. 
New* hotels in ea-stero Ger- 
many arc seeking rcccpliimists. 

Eranomtsts and long-suffer- 
ing consumers agree that there 
is scope for improvement. 
Theremu.*;! he thousands of un- 
employed hairdressers. >vi you 
cannot get a haircut in most of 
Germany on Mondays. 

customer-friendly hair- 
dressers save Germany from 
ever-higher levels of unem- 
ployment'? Some experts doubt 
It "The trouble is that jobs arc 
simply disappearing faster than 
they are being created in ser- 
vices." says refer Frieburg of 


Duisburg^s labour cxchan&\ 
But at least there are boumTln 
be new opportunities in the 
leisure incmstiy. . v 


The Facts. 


The Figures 


CHfCKOUT 


Some home exercisers promise the world, but few actually deliver 
when it comes to proven facts and desired figures. 

The plain fact is, our exercisers have been thoroughly tried and 
tested to give you guaranteed and unbeatable results. 
NordicTrack has been producing hand crafted ski exercisers for over 
20 years and we now have 4 million satisfied customers worldwide. 


• NordicTrack skiers accuratefy • Nordidrad< skiers produce visible 
simulate cross country skiing, proven results in just three 20 minute 
to be the most effective aerobic sessions a week 


sessions a week 




WSMlNQtS 



exercise in the world. 


• NordicTrack skiers bum up to 
$90 calories per hour. 

• Noniidrack skiers have a smoadi, 
non-joning action that protects 


• NordkTradr provide a total- 
body workout exercising all major 
muscle groups. 

• NordicTrack skiers help to tower 
blood pressure, maintain healthy 


PERCENTAGE OF CAIOPJES BURNED 
COMPARED TO NORDiaRACK 


NordicTrack Skier 


your Joints, ligaments, knees, back cholesterol levels, minimise stress 


and hips. 


0800 616179 




1 _ P^ONE OrTa^OU^RDE^IBEC^JI^^- 


FREEPHONE 



Open SamSpm Monday to Friday, SP 39 [7^ 

9m-BpmSal.W.30am-4.30pmSmt ■bij 

e’s always more ^!ot£ at Ofl^e TlVorld 
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French make 
busiest piste a 
private function 





An eerie silence has faUeo 
our apartment buQding, and* the 
streets outside. Hie lift, previ- 
ously as elusive as a waiter in a 
crowded caf^, remains obc^- 
ently where you leave it for as 
much as 30 minutes at a rime. 

There are parking spaces on 
the street; there are empty 
lunch tables in restaurants as 
late as 1143pm. The extreme- 
ly noisy family in the flat below 
no longer complains to the 
gardierme about noise made 

by our children running on the 
parquet floor. 

It is, m short, the offida] 
Parisian two-week winter holi- 
day. Not quite le tout Paris, but 
a sizable part of Jl has depart- 
ed to the slopes, or to their sec- 
ond residence; or to their 
in-laws “in the provinces". 

The great summer escape 
from the capital is well known. 
It is a mara of shame for a 
Parisian of any means or social 
standing to be found in Paris in 
August, when the city is invad- 
ed by foreign tourists. The 
vacances d'hiver. starting only 
four weeks after the t^rist- 
mas>New Year holidays finish, 
are not so rigorously observed 
but they are another of those 
mass events the French love, 
and love to complain abouL 
Peasant farmers in the 
Ardecbe mid the unemployed 
in the Pas de Calais will not be 
taking their skis to the Alps, 
or going to their res/dencessec- 
ondaiies. But. like U or not. their 
children are off school for two 
weeks and in some cases, re- 
ceiving free, or cheap. sId hol- 
idays, subsidised by the state. 

The school calendar for the 
entire countiy is designed, it 
seems, to suit ^ regimented so- 
cial life cycle of the French 
bourgeoisie. But the school 
calendar, fixed nationally three 
years in advance, then becomes 
a kind of tyranny, which make.<s 
life even more relented than 
is comfortable, or even tolera- 
ble. The whole situation is rather 
typiqtiemeni Jhn^ais: logical 
planning to solve one problem 
causes a much worse problern. 

The fashionable time to go 
skiing is in Febru^ because the 
Fiend) not ski anywhere but 

in France and the best French 
skiing is reckoned to be in Feb- 
ruary. Since five weeks paid hoi- 


PARIS DAYS 


^ « .i 




iday is now the legal norm in 
France (more than any country 
except Germany), a two-week 
winter, or ski. break has been 
built into the school year. 

Only a small minority of tbe 
French go skiii^ - just over 8 
per cent But since they all go 
at once, this means 5 millioD 
pairs of skis hit the slopes at the 
same. This naakes for very 
crowded slopes. 

Even if they do not go skiing, 
many other' French people, 
almost one in three, go on hol- 
iday at this time, because the 


6 A penchant fiir 
formation living 
is matched by 
an extreme 
attachment to 
privacy 5 


schools are dosed. Very few 
(about 5 percent) venture out- 
side France. Mostly, they go to 
second homes or to relatives and 
friends in the country. 

More than any other Euro- 
pean country, the ^nch spend 
all their holitbys at home. This 
is a symptom of French insu- 
lariqr, if you like. But France is 
also the most popular holiday 
destination in the world. If this 
country, which has mountains, 
sunshine, good food, history, 
culture and unspoiled coun- 
tryside. is popular with for- 
eigners, why should it not also 
be popular with the French? 

Benedicie, who lives two 
floors below us and is the only 
neighbour to have befriended 
us, cheerfully sums up her ex- 
istence: “Paiv is for school. As 
soon as there is no school w*e go 
into the provinces." IVTienever 
her hustkind can. he goes too. 
Otherwise, every weekend and 
school-holiday, Benedicte packs 
up the car and the chfldren and 
sets off to her mother-in-law's 
house in the Auvergne. 


Tbe Ercochpenchant for for- 
mation living IS matched by an 
extreme attachment to privacy. 
Package tours are unpo^ar At 
bolid^ time, they go off en 
masse to live very private lives. 
The Ministry of Education 
decided three >’eais agp diat the 
timing of tbe winter hoUdavs 
was cauring a problem. ‘Hie <fe- 
parture of tens of thousands of 
families to the slopes, or the 
coimtiyside. when tens of thou- 
sands of others were making 
tbeir normal weekend pilgrim- 
ages, was causing vast traffic 
jams on the autoroutes out of 
Paris and oa the narrow toads 
leading to the best ski resorts. 

Hence, a Cartesian solution 
was devised: start the school hed- 
idays on a Wednesday and end 
them on a Wednesday, to avoid 
big jams at the weekends. This 
year school in Paris ended at 
Wednesday lunchtime on 5 
February and resumes, next 
Wednesday morning on 19 
February. Unfortunately, it oc- 
curred to no oue that par- 
ents would be allowed to start 
their holidays from work on a 
Wednesday. Also, no steps were 
taken to peisuade tbe ski resorts 
to shift from tite Saturday-to- 
Saturday pattern of letting 
everything TOm skis to boots to 
chalets, a result, many peo- 
ple have been forced to s«^a^ 
two-week sld holidays into one. 
making the slopes even more 
crowded and threatening 
almi^ty jams on the roads 
today and tomorrow, instead of 
next weekend. The ski resorts 
complain they are losing busi- 
ness. 

Today has been declared a 
“sameeu rouge" by Bison Fute, 
the absurd cartoon Native 
American who is the wmbol of 
road safety in France, it MU be, 
in other words, a day of vast 
Jams and mastimum aggravation. 

Tbe noi^ people in the flat 
below ^who have never spoken 
to us but always complain 
through the girdieting) will be 
in a rare old mood when they 
get home. It may be a good time 
to book home clog-dancing 
courses for tbe children. 

John UchfMd 



significant shorts 


^ UN staff accused of 
^ abuse in Angola 

' ■••• • Angola’s Justice Minister, Paulo 'nipiiica accused United 

Nations personnel and foreign aid woriters in Angola of 

sexually exploiting children. “A,*fide from Angplan otJZ'sns 

there are'foreigners involved, some who work for Unavem 
(UN Angola Verification Mi^on) and others who work 
■ with aid ' groups." A UN spokesman said a committee had 
bmsettqKo investigate the allegations Reuter - Luanda 

Under-age labour offside 

'Sporting goods companies indud'uig Nike and Reebok axe^ 
joining a campaign to bait football production by Fakisiani 
children.' As many as 10,000 children under 14 spend 10 
hours a-day wimhing the balls for a pittance. Last siumner 
the US government began a campa^ to discourage 
Americans f^m buying child-made balls. AP-New\brk 





H's snow good: The French ski in February, because they will not ski anywhere but In 
France and believe the snow is best in February Photograph; Peter Macdiarmid 


37,000 mercy killings 

An estimated 37,000 euthanasia deaths occur each y^ in 
Australia as a result of doctors mtentionally acederating a 
patient’s death, according to a survey of 3,000 doaors. 
Euthanasia is illegal in Australia except in the oul^ck 
Norcbem Ibiritoiy which introduced the world’s first 
volunt^ euthanasia law last September. Three people 
have lised the law, which the Australian parliament 
threatens to overturn. Reuter - Sydney 

Scientologists sue Kohl 

Three Sdeutologists have taken Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
l»uly to court for expelling them as members. A civil 
lawsiut filed in Bonn accuses Christian Democratic Union 
of violating national laws and mtemaiioual conventions on 
human and politii^ tights. Tbe CDU ousted the three in 
December because they are Scientologists. AP - Bonn 

Sharif named as PM 

Tbe Pakistan Muslim 'League (PML). which won general 
elections on 3 February, named its leader, Nawaz Sharif, as 
prime minister. A meeting of the pariiaroentaiy group of 
the PML and its allies unanimouriy elected Mr Sharif as 
their paitiamentaiy leader. He will be formally elected 
prime minister on Monday. Reuter - Islamabad 

Uighur plea for help 

Ui^ur organisations appealed to the UN and Central 
Asian leaoers for help stopping what they called China's 
armed suppression of their people. China admitted clashes 
last week between Uighucs and ethnic Chinese in Yining 
left 10 people dead. But Kakfaannan Kbozbamberdi, leader 
of the United Association of Uighurs, said the death-toll 
was between 80 and 90 people. AP - Almaty 


Mswor in fraud probe 


^hn Lichfield 

Paris 


The Ma^'or of Paris, a close ally 
of both the French President 
and Prime Minisier, is under in- 
vesiipnon for embezzlement of 
public funds three years ago, ac- 
cording to the magazine Le /I'M/. 

Jean Tiberi -whose wife is al- 
ready beinc investigated b>’ 
mapistratesTor ibe same affair 
-will rccehu a iener placing him 
under formal examination in the 
next few days, according to the 
magazine. The mayor, who was 
deputy mayor under Jacques 
Qurac at the time of the allied 
wrong-doing, rejected Le Points 
account yesiecrkiy as ~the 
acatiem of false information . 


He said he would take legal ac- 
tion against the mag^ne. 

His wife, Xavi&re, is accused 
of having received 200,000 francs 
(£23,000) in a sweetheart deal 
with a local council in the Paris 
region in 1994. Mis Hberi re- 
ceived the mon^ for drawing up 
on allegedly pointless report oo 
links between French local gov- 
ernment and former French 
colonies in Africa. 

According to the saiirica! and 
invesD^iTve weekh' Lc Canard 
Enchaine, the report was mostly 
plagiareed by a researcher from 
publisbed sources and was. in any 
case, of DO pcactkal use to the 
partement of the Essonae. 

Le Rjiiu reports in its edition 
published lo^y that the two 


magistrates examining the pay- 
ments have discovered chat the 
money was placed in a bank ac- 
count held jointly in the names 
of both Mr and Mrs Hberi. 

Last December the chairman 
of the Essonne counciL Xavier 
Dugoin. directly implicated Mr 
TTberi in the affair. He said he 
was seeidr^ access to the '‘net- 
work of contacts" of the then 
Number Two in the Paris town 
hall. He had several conversa- 
tions with Mr Hberi in which it 
was agre^ how he would engage 
the services of Mrs Hberi'’aud 
how she would be paid. 

The affair is potentially seri- 
ously damaging for President 
Ja^ues Ch^ and the Prime 
Minister, Alain Jupp^. 



You’re onto 
a winner 
with a 

C&G 

mortgage. 


Receive up to 
£7,500 as a cash gift 

No valuation fee 

No mortgage 
indemnity premium 

No strings 


7 . 22 ^' 7.5 




“The best value mortgages 
over the last five years from any 
major high street lender” 

^mAT MORTGAGE-TOP LENDERS’ A^^ARDS 19% 

Our award winning performance makes a CficG Cash 
Gift Mortgage i real winner. 

If you're moving house 
and have a personal deposit 
of 25% or more you'll 
receive a valuable lump sum equal to 3% of the amount 
you borrow, up to a maximum of £7,500. 

If your deposit is between 5% and 25% or you are 
switching your existing mortgage to C8cG, your cash 
gift will be 2% of your loan up to a maximum of £4,000. 

Wth C&G you don't pay a valuation fee or 
mortgage indemnity premium and we don't insist you 
buy our insurances or take out a mongage-related 
investment plan. 

Visit your nearest C&G or Lloyds Bank branch or 
call us today and judge our award winning mortgages 
for yourself. 

“C&G wins top marks for all 
aspects of its mortgage service” 

FINANCIAL AD\^SER - SERVICE AWARDS 1 996 


CALL US NOW. RING FREE ON 

0800 272 131 

www.cheltglos.co.uk 




Chettenham&Gloucester 

We’re run to make you richer 


Call in at Lloyds Bank for a C&G mortgage. 
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mortgage other than at our ! 


_ tpardy i«asen%ed,iheaahgi(i,i 

T« hdp u> tnainoin our scraeo bUndards. we may rcfflfd or monitor telephone cjik 

Cbdtenham & Cknieener pic BamenVay Gbucener GL4 3RL 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
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Martin Luther King’s 
family demand trial 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

After almost three decades of 
silence, the family of Martin 
Luther King is reoiKning one 
of the most traumatic events in 
modem .\merican hisio^, 
demanding a full-scale trial of 
the man who was convicted of 
the 1968 murder of the leader 
of the United States’ civil rights 
movement. 

Flanked by his mother. 
Coretla Scott King, Dexter 
King told a press conference in 
his father's home town of At- 
lanta that the family would 
make a formal petition next 
week for a court trial of James 
Earl Ray. who is dying of liver 
disease in a Tennessee prison 
hospital. “It's now or never,*' 
Dexter King said. “Only a duly 
conducted iriai can shed light 
on my father's assassination.** 

In many respects, the King 
case rvsembles the controvert 
which still surrounds the assa^ 
sination of President Kennedy, 
that other national tragedy of 
the Sixties. As with Lee Harvey 
Oswald in Dallas, forensic evi- 
dence i.<; overwhelming that 


Ray fired the single rifle shot 
which killed Dr Kmg on a mo- 
tel balcony in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

But exactly as with JFK, con- 
roiracy theories r^. In part 
these reflect a s imilar refill to 


i is dying 
of liver disease. 

Itfs now or 
never. Only a 
full trial can 
shed light on 
my fether’s 
assassination 9 


admit that a random act hy one 
obscure individual acting alone 
could chan^ hi^^. But doubts 
of the official version of events 
aie reiriforced by the known ol> 
session of the th» director of the 
federal Bureau of Investiga- 


tion, J Edgar Hoover, with Dr 
King and the supposed threat he 
represented to US soci^ st^iil- 
ity. In short was given a 
helping hand from ^Mve? 

After the murder on 4 April 
as protest rioting swept the 




"FANTASTIC 

BATHROOM 


ANTHONY CHAMPNESS 
Bathroom Soles Consultant, 
B&Q BURY ST EDMUNDS 



DORSET ^ oNw 
SUITE £29 



NOW 


Barleycorn Suite 

Comprises acrylic both, white or soft cream pottery 
basin and pedestal, cioae coupled cistern and toilet, 
antique pine effect front panel and toilet seat, 
gold effect both ond bo^n tops with wastes. 

As shown, with bath/shower mixer and basin taps. WAS £590 NOW £490 

I WAS £649 J 



Salisbury Suite (not shown) 

Comprises acrylic bath, white rope design pottery 
basin and pedestal, close coupled ctstem and toilet, 
mohogor^ effect or waxed pine effect front panel 
ond toilet seeff. gold effect bath ond bosin 
taps with wastes. 


NOW 



As obove. but with bolh/shower mixer and basin lops. tMs£729 MOw£629 



Pop into your 
tocoiB&Qfer 
your copy of 
the B&Q 
Bathrooms 
Brochure. 


EARNTESCOCLUBCARD 
POINTS AT B&Q 

nek e iMiM m Son. 

Dm Ml apply to SM Womhum «r |»Q Owoii. 




TESCO 


ABIG6ERCH01««flBETTHIPRlg 



MeneoD Mod dorat Sonexii. 
Sunday: Mod doiM EngiM a WMm 
IO om-4^ (wtHid penretM). Sconm 
a Idvlhom iKiond 9an>4pm. CerkSn 
dm rum may vary ptooM 'pnone 
vour nuoren stem to conlinn 

■BuitrsMocsrourcium- ras 
row«MesrsiOMwciwiia9DWBW 

Qlm Ror MV 8 RH itaidoMi 0d IM Dim 
i wInita iB di «taHi d ow ttiH PratdH. AH 
MWM nay M> to pi adef M « M MMM 
>«ni 80 Ua Sum eoRono cm ertv toccMo 
l«ie PO-JH Maebd 01 «inet Oton s«|ia lo 
ontaaBv. moi a creo labt ketibd 


James Earl Ray: Dying of 
cirrhotis in prison 

black ghenoes of the US, Ray 
fled to Canada, and thence to 
Britain and PortugaL before re- 
tumiog ro Loadoo. He was ar- 
rested on 8 June 1968 at 
Heathrow airport as he tried to 
board a flight to Brussels, lb 


avoid the de^ peoal^, he 
pleaded ^ty and was given a 
99-ye^j^ sentence. But bald- 
ly had be been sentenced than 
recanted confession 
and demanded a proper trial. 

Even thou^ a cotmression- 
al committee in 1979touiidtbe 
“likelihood but no proor of a 
conspiracy, Ray's request has 
seven times be^ tum^ down, 
and prosecnitois insist that do 
new tacts justify a ceopenii^ of 
the case. But his fllness (he has 
acuK liver drcfacisis and vdthcxit 
a traasplant is gjven less than a 
y<|rar to live) and the 'interven- 
tion of the King family may tip 
the s^es. 

Ray himself, now 68, insists 
that he did not commit the 
crime, and lus Iswyers claim 
tedmology developed tince his 
1969 conviction could show 
that his 30-caL'bre hunting ri- 
fle was not the murder wecmoiL 
But the bigg^ mystery is now 
Ray, a smaU*time buiglar on the 
run at the time of the assassi- 
nation, obtained the monejr. air 
tidsets and four fake identities 
which helped him evade capture 
for two months. 

“The FBI kept iny father 
under doser surveilla^ than 
any iwan in histoiy, even more 
than A1 Capone. There were 
S.OOO men on him," Dexter 
elaiwK. “How was a man 
with only an eigfitii-grade edu- 
cation. adio was an escapee 
from prison with very little 


money, able to get a pas^rt 
and travel to three countries?" 

A trial, he acknowledges, 
might not con^letely dear up 
the mystery, but it would gjve 
the fao% ’‘‘peace ^oimd”. The 
truth h^ to be established, 
and “we feel strongfy this can 
only be done in a court of law". 

Among the most eommoo 
theories s that R^ was set up 
by the Mafia, acting on be half m 
the FBI or tiie ClA, and that he 
handed his gun to a man who 
said he was part of a gun-iunning 
sdiento. The aim of the alleged 
plot was to prevent Dr King led- 
nig a plan^ mazch on ^hsb- 
ingtofl that, the authorities 
fear^ could spark a national 
black uprising. In fact, his as- 
sassination led to the wars race 
riots in the dqr*s histoiy. 

Ray has frequently changed 
his stray of bis actions in the 24 
hours up to the assassination. 
But It is known that be bou^t 
tbe rifle in Mazefa 1968, and had 
followed Dr King to at least two 
cities before he arrived ia Mem- 
phk m lalfy strilccm n&se vM3ck- 
eis. He on the balcony of 
the Lonalne Motel which has 
anae been turned into Ameoca's 
first civfl ri^fi museum. 

Yesterday I^s family also 
supported a trial “Fm sure the 
whole King family. Uke the 
whole Ray family and the rest of 
the American public, wants tbe 
truth to come out, once and for 
all" his brother Jeny said. 



Demaitd for justice: Dexter King, son off assasinated civil rights leader Martin 
King (picture in background), at a press conference on Thursday pnotograpn. ak 


Bosnian town left in tense limbo 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


The north Bosnian town of Breko, a fo- 
cus of tension among Serbs, Muslims and 
C^ts, win be placed under miematiocal 
supcivisioo for a year pending a deci- 
sion on its status, a US arbiter said yes- 
terday. “We wfll make a final choice no 
later than March 1998," Roberts Owen 
told re p o i lets in Rome. 

Tfension remained too for Bteko 
to be asorded to the Bosoian &rb^ the 
Muslim-Croal federatioo, or the joint 
gowrament of Bosnia-Herzegovina, in 
whidi all three nationalities are repre- 
sented. “We are not oexmneed that any 
of the three candidates are sufficientfy 
stabilised tO take on the situation." 

The niling lessened the danger of an 


immediate critis over Breko, but illus- 
trated tbe bitteraess and su^idon that 
fester in Bosnia more than a year after 
Dayton peace deal was signed. Br- 
eko was the focus of such a fierce con- 
test for control at tbe Dayton talks that 
the issue was left unresoh^ and turned 
over to an arbitration panel 

Muslim and Croat leaders said it 
should be awarded to their federation, 
whidi ocoipies 51 per cent of Bosnia, 
because it bad a Muslim and Croat ma- 
jority before tbe Serbs seized it in May 
19^* The Bosnian Serbs insisted on 
keeping control because Breko provides 

a famd link- between the two halves of Re- 
pitolika Srpska, the Serb entity occupy- 
ing 49 per cem of Bosnia. 

Some Western ofiSdals feared the is- 
sue could ultimately cause tbe entire 


D^ton peace structure to collapse. 
When rumours dreuJated to Sarajevo 
that Mr Owen intended to award Breko 
to tte Serbs, the Bosnian Muslim leader, 
Alija frstb^ovic, threatened to puU out 
of the thiee-nation collective Bosnian 
piesidenq'. "I that there is no one 

who could explain to the Bosnian peo- 
ple that it should calmly endure this fi- 
nal injustice," Mr Izetb^pvic wrote to 
a letter to the major world poweis. He 
sato political chaos would break out if 
Breko were 1^ in Serb hands, because 
no Muslim politician would agree to 
serve on tbe collective ptesideaqr. 

No less su^e-mindedL the Bosnian 
Serbs see control of Breko as an essen- 
tial guarantee of their republic's survival 
They have threatened to go back to war 
if the Muslims and Croats are awarded 


the town. Mr Owen said one possible so- 
lution was to turn ibe town into a spe- 
dal district of Bosnia, with a status simil^ 
to that of Washington DC in the Linii- 
ed States. 

However. Breko is not the only dis- 
pute still siminering in Bosnia almost live 
years after the war broke out. 

The southern town of Mostar, split 
into Croat and Muslim sectors. ha.< in 
tbe past week experienced its worst vi- 
olence since the war ended in Novem- 
ber 1995. 

The presence of Naio troops is per- 
haps the main reason why war has not 
returned to J^nia. but they are due to 
leave mid-199B. 

Tbe United Sutes welcomed the 
mediator's decision to defer the final de- 
cision on tbe status of Breko. 


Clinton 
fears 
war in 
Mid-East 


Pat ric k Cockbum 

JerusalOT 


Worried that Israel and Syria 
are slidtog towards a war to 
Lebanon, President Clinton is 
trying to get the two countries 
to resume Che peace calks bro- 
ken off a yev ago. After talks 
with Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli Ftune hflnister, in Wash- 
ington, Mr Clinton said he felt 
encouraged, but an Israeli of- 
ficial said yesterday that there 
had been no breakthrough. 

The guerrilla war by Hizbol- 
lah, tbe Lebanese IslaxEuc move- 
ment. against Israeli forces 
occupying a aine-icu1e wide 
zone in south Lebanon is un- 
likely to end so long as Israel 
bolds the Golan Heights^ which 
it captured from ^ria in 1967, 
Israel believes. Officials say 
that Frsideot Hafez al-Assad of 
Syria sees the fighting in Leb- 
anon as an important way of 
putting pressure on Israel over 
the Golan. 

Mr Netanyahu is quoted in 
the Israeli press as celling Mr 
Clinton: “You must make it 
dear to Assad that be must 
think of other options - Che op- 
tion of a total withdrawal from 
the Golan does not exist trom 
our point of view." 

Zeev Schiff, an Israeli mili- 
tary commentator, says the US 
do^ not want to start talks 
which would get nowhere. He 
adds that this is “despite the 
American belief that in the ab- 
sence of a peace process, the 
sides will slide downwards to- 
wards war." 

Attadcs by the Israeli force in 
Leb^on earier this week were 
directed at positions in the 
Beka'a vall^. which is under 
Syrian control, in order to 
demnsirate Israeli military su- 
periority in the wake of a series 
of successful guerrilla attacks 
and the helicopter accident 
which tolled 73 Israeli troops. 

Tbe US opposes a unilater- 
al Israeli pull-ouL Preadeut 
Diotoo said; “It is crucial Israel 
protects the security of its 
□oitbcm border." A frirther 
impediment to tallswitfa Syria 
is that lYesidem Assad is seri- 
ously ill. a US official said. 
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btt for plenty of car Inqiers that won't be a problem. Wby 
pay for acres iof space if you seldom need it? I 

': MFinaliy, there’s that L-series engine. In its fir«t annli- 

cation, the ^ - 


.mb * 













fdea^^ as Ike style. Ite Roi^r 
jniakii^ it a pleasure to ifi^. 
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Moscw — Grigory Yavlinsky 
used to be a bowr, but these 
days he likes (o win his bouts 
with a rhetorical upper>cut, 
culled Grom the pages of 20th- 
ceniuiy histoiy; “TTie success- 
ful reform of Germany and 
Japan after the war was pre- 
pared Iw completely cbsui^og 
the polidcal elite. In Russia, that 
did not happen.” 

Doubt has long been raised 
about the jiolidcs of the auto- 
cratically inclined President 
Boris Yeltsin, the magnates 
who underpin his rule and the 
former app^atchiks who crowd 
the corndoTS of government. 

Many are assumed in the 
West to be reformers and de- 
mocrats. despite evidence that 
their priorities have less to do 
with ideology than a desire to 
retain power. 

But Mr Yaviinsl^, bead of 
Russia's Yabloko (Apple) par- 
Qr, has impeccable credentials, 
being leader of what he de- 
scribes as “a real, federal de- 


Phil Reeves meets the combative Grigory \^vlinsiy 


mocratic party o£ European 
value^ ofhuman values, of hu- 
man ri^ts, of competitioa, pri- 

^ 4*1 A __ __ 


vate proKity and the open 
market” That makes Um rel- 


f ifu id* 

atively rare in Moscow: a large- 
ly pro-Western liberal 
ideologue. Wth Mr Yeltsin's 
second teim in intensive ca re, 
Mr Yavlinsl^ has ai«> emerged 
as one of hte most eaiK*i r op. 
ponents. matdiing and often 
ouUpaning theCoznmunist'na- 
tionmistoppaadem which dom- ' 

mates parluiheitL 
Russia is in the grips of a 
‘‘semi-criminal olig^nj^ whidi 
has sprung fjrom and eoy le sce d 
around the remnants of the So- 
viet system, he told the Inde- 
pendent. The media is tamed: 
exen the opposition is some- 
thing of a shtuD. “The govern- 
ment is working hand-m-hand 
with the Communists and the 
nationalisls ... They are the 


uisin forces which are sup- 
porting the governmenL” 

The tuning of aich attacks 
is no eoiniddence,. tike eveiy- 
one else, the 44*year-old econ- 
omist senses Ru^ istn^aimg 

for the posability ofa future 
with a new president^ amM a 
mood that dusk basset on the 
'V^tsia era. Lakvreek he was OD 
the offensive agam^ writing in 
^ennanciaiT^^.‘‘Tbtnt^- 
ing dlite is nexther.'deniocxadc 
QOT CoBUDixnist, coa- 
seivative ixn- lfoaa4 qattfaerred 
nor green. It is mftefy gteedy 
and rapacknis.” - . * 
Qvmsncfa failings the tead- 
ership is, he wanis» imahv. 
cope with new menaces to Riis- 
sia and the West loss of control 
over nuclear, weapons, devel- 
opment of a tweeKhng-gconnd 
for tejTOdsm and crime, and the 
“high probability” of an envi- 
ronmerital disaster. 


He told tbslnd^endent. 
veiy small number of people 
ha^ benefited from what hap- 
pened in the last , five years, 
maybeanuUionoutoflSSmfi-' 
UomThatmillionisreaOyridL' 
But all the odiers ... gotno ac- 
cess to resources, access to 
prp p e iiy , freedom to set \tp 
dieu own bumess.” 

Mr Yavlin^ wants ■ Mr 
^ItSD’ssDccesstftto be suh^ 
to more and.balanoes;' 
tfaereshoaldbenoiifore mas^ 
•sive'tax breaks issued trifii a 
stroke of the pen, no more se- 
cret decrees. zieed a ^stem 

whm it would not be possible 
for the pieadent .to bave a 
morning cup oftea, and. then to 
startawar.” 

Shoold an electitm be called, 
Mr Yavlinsky would run, al- 
tfaoud be is ovexriiadowed by 
the front-nmn^' notably the 
oationaGst-leaning Alesmder 


Lebed and Yuri Lurilkov, Ma^ 
orofMoscow. 

Yabloko en|ays strong sajp- 
port among tlm nibaa educat- 
ed but NfrYavfinricy’s 10 mflfiem 
suppoyteis aie too £ew to pot 
him in thftfiekLttecnuM 
winlde a iffomire Ota t^pdri- 
tion fay pfiEering ati^jdraiice 

whhvi rfnte tierfBiii diriaiBthft mL 
• ing wmrfdkhBiftn* f iel dft imdft r 
the tattered faamierof democ- 
racy and refbon. But ^pcefecs 
to remain aloo^ an oacosqixo- 
xaismg demomde voice. 

■ “ffwewenifottejofigaidqr, 
th^ (die voters) wmiU s^ 
*ybu are (he same. You are only 
looking for your own’. The 


rt’ 




•'"fc.: 






w £ve to show chat fiiere can 
be a dean democracy, whh 
dean hazids.’* Fine wo^ But 
in a country angered and hn- 
miliated by Nato eipansioa, 
the kns of die Chedien was; and 
botched economic refoons, the 
outlook fisr Gberal ideolognes is 
not great' 




Lone voices Grifimr TfafUiala; who says Russia is ^ 

oR^ichy' which has sprang fipom the reonnaiits of the Soviet qrstem PhotogBpn. ah 
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wonder whether we go too iar to 


secure 


the IBM Global 


Network. But then^ there’s no such thing as *too secure’ when six of the woildls largest 


banks all run their internal 


networks 


on it FarticulaTlj when 25,000 


other companies - in over 800 cities worldwide - also use us. Nor can it be too efficient Any 


company 


that 


does business on the Net needs to he sure they can 


let 


customers 


have instant access to their data - or send electronic messages anywhere around the world - 


both at the highest possible speed and 
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the strictest confidence. So allow us to reassure 


you. On our network, your network won’t just be fast It’ll be every bit as safe as a bank’s. 


Because whether 


5 miUion„ft. people 


have access to 


your system, we always use the same technology. No half-measures, no partial solutions. Just 


complete, vaultlike security, 24 hours 


a day. » 


you would like more information 


please call 0800 675 675 quoting IB2 . 


Sdotions for a small planet 




Yeltsin rejects 
move to rewrite 


constitution 


Phi Bnoves 

Moscow 


Id his first radio address to the 
nafioD smee befog stridren with 
double pnenimnnifl eariy last 
month, Boris Yeltsin yestenh^ 
tried to stifie lisfog demands 
for ntimeHiate constitntional 
amentfinents ^wned by the 
imeertain^ over his long-tenn 
fotiire in the Kremlin. 

Speakmg for six minutes in a 
clear bm sU^tfy creaky voice, 
tte embattl^ Fresideot sought 
to f em^d both his friends and 
foes tbat although he may be 
down - he has been 0 ff rick for 
most of the last seven months 
-be is not yet out. 

■Signifimntly though, be did 

not dismiss the po^bilily of 
eventual changes to Russia's 
1993 constitutioa, in whiefa he 
' secured sweeping powers, say- 
ing onfy^ that they most follow 
- a “natural process” and not be 
ruriied. 

I Alarmed by the jHOspect that 

be be too un«^ to rule for 

much lon^r. Moscow's politi- 
cal establishment has been 
embroiled in a debate about al- 
tering the coustitudon, partly to 
ensure that Russia's &te no 
longer rests so heavily in the 
hands of one man, and partly to 
bkKkthe favourite for the pres- 
tdeocy, Aksander Lebed 

Suggestions have included 
ctmsideraUy ettending the &ne 
that the Peuim Minister, Victor 
Oiereomyrdin, «*n stand in 


when the Fresideot is ill, a 
move that would dek^r the date 
of an election. 

There have also been rum- 
blings abiW. allowing parlia- 
ment to appoint the next 
president, a move that would 
r^'cally alter the nature of 
Russia's political system. Both 
ploys would severely damage 
Mr Lebed's prospects. 

Yesterday Mr Yeltsin sought 
to dampen down what has be- 
come a heated issue. “The con- 
stitution is tte pivot of the new 
Russian statehood," he said. 

“It is premature tod^ to 
sid]]‘ect.the new structure of the 
Russian state, as it b befog buih, 
10 a test of its durability. It is 
more than that - it b foolfaanfy." 

ffis broadcast came as he se- 
cured a small victoiy - the fail- 
ure of a iqrobolic and lacklustre 
attempt in the Russiao pailia- 
ment's lower house, the Duma, 
to secure a motion calling on 
him to step down because oCill 
health. A truer measure of the 
President’s fitness lies in the 
ahead. 

Mr Yeltsin's calendar for 
next week fodudes a meeting 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafol and the US Secretaiy of 
State, Madeleine Albright' 
After that loom even more 
daunting tests of bis stimigft 
which ^ eyes will rest - a 
speech to parliament on 6 
Maidi. and a summit witii Res- 
ident ^ Qmton in Helsinki on 
20-21 March. 
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«4ten Ihc Prcsivlent b I- 
mtnu (hat nvuld dckni^^ 

of an clcctiim. 

• /nwrc have also beta q. 
blin^ aSnn aiKiuii^ ^ 

'. SMIU to appnim ih« ^ 

pre^eni, a OKne ihii ^ 
radiculK' alter the oaiatc 
Rnrtsia's political sv- oin fe 
c^oys would svvereh'd^ 
W Lebed’s pn>;pccis. 

’Wslerday Mr Ydi&niaie 
to dampen what kt\ 
■ 0 inte u heated Issue. ’Tbce 
■stitittion isihe pivot diko 
-Rushan stateht-HVil,' hesK 
' '“It u> preniaiurc lodii 
' sdJjtM.l (he nevs siniduKiii 
. -Ris^n Slate, as it hlv^le 
- 10 a test of its durahliirA 
~ miitethun thit - it jslodk 
. . -HkbixiudcasteanMxb 
ctnvtl a small viciurv-ikf 
VSX tif u symN'Iie and tadls 
'.'A(K93(H >n the Ruiiiiian [b: 

inCfli'Klittver hoUH'.ilKDe 
j^sbOU-e .1 nmiion caffii?; 

■' hhtttoJStepditttnhccauK# 

: heilih' A truer meawwdi 
. PlVt^dent's tiliiess Iktii' 
ahead. 

•. .Ij^r Velisut's calendJti 
■ hect week tneludes a oc 
" ^h'fttlesimian leader ft 

Aj^tJindtlieUSSe^ 

. ^ate. Madeleine Albr^ 
After lltJit linjin ev^ 
daimiingiestsol htsflw*® 

whWh ail e>es will 
cpecch l*’ parliameni? 
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• 2U-«l Mau'h. 


IMAO^ of 3 bre^her from ffie pre-election squalls this vreek with tite 10th annual exhibition of the Parliamentary Photographic Group sponsored by Kodak. Labour's Ann Taylor found inspiration from the 

THE. WEEK • counfrystde near Hobrifirth, Yorkshire, \«th ‘Storm Brevt^ng^. Heture taten with a Canon IXUS Advanced Photosystem camera, using Kodak Advantix 200 ASA film set on automatic, but using fill In flash 
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sil^he^TeWw- three htttem a 
your DOteof yesterday w4ndi raihex puz- 
zled i ibde^ia. I must write and 




does Bdla 

Wl^ (k)es be not-fiMi to be near ber? Secradiy, 
wbai right has be toooqure up in his £srt3e Hnag< 
ination any such things as rough conteis to 
smooth down, when there -is one who loves him 
better and more fondly than ever one behind did 
another on this earth at least Ob Sam I think it 
is so wrrag of you to. fancy such dreadful things 
. liB9stcerta^s^IhavBaIwag*skx)lDedupto,- 
and n^me^ed, bcah -parents and perhaps have 
todinhxl&^w^ 
ingoextanunattexsX but then m av^ 
you the entire management ci me arid 

1 can asrixFoyou that you will find in me a most 
do^lei^yidfii^fRpAPniydeBftiinagj^ 

1 am^ydors - dmt thmg^ vriD ctm tin ue toe same - 
- as thCTtve oow. Gckl JbiMd.Bettia' would it be 
to' puDfariflcurto' tl&'miatier ahogetoer if we 

thitf ^ pmhahahy nf that, 

SO pn^'donY tienibte fcB* our future bqipniess. 1 
couM 'not siet^ without wrhii% 
pmise' d«fihiMaiw» (Vina 
may ai^ds guard and watch over you and give yoii 
pleasam dreams, not drab ooloms arid aco^ the 
fondest and mori smeere love ot . 

Your devcAed. ■ 

BELLAMAYSON 

Bum this as soon asjiehiried • I. - 



Sotheby’s, the London auction 
house, is to hold a sale of the love 
letters between 20-year-old 
Isabella Mayson, later known as 
the Victorian cook Mrs Beeton, left, 
and her beau, Samuel. The 
correspondence was written before 
their mam'age in 1856 




THE 


JnMaat/56 

My dearly bdovad Sam. • 

X talr ^ after dinner nppwiM- 

nity to enjoy njysetf and have a small chat wito 
you on paper ahhougb 1 .have really riotomg to 
s^. and fooking at it m a mercenary point of view 
my letterwill not be worth' the, postage.- 1 am 9p 
continually thinldiig you that itseemstodome' 


a vast amount of good even to do a little black 
arid white busmess; knowing veiyweD that a lew 
fines of nonsmise are always ace^table to a cer- 
mutable gentleman be they ever so sbeut or 
stxq^ 

Accept my best kwe and thinfc me only as, 

%ui8 affectionate^, lo^nng)y and truly 

BELLA MAYSObT 

1 am hxddqg forward with great i^asure to 
toat-emnmg at toe Opera, that is to sw if we go 
by. oiDselv^ rather a bold eip r e ssi on for a 
niaiden of taring. 

lOpOOOO kisses. Good tye, say darling. 

fi^som 

; June 16th 1856 

hfy dear Sain, 

• I have just returned fixm Bpghton and hasten 
to write you a few fines just to give you a short 
aDCOunt of nqr tr^ to Breton. 

In toe fust I was very much d&appointed 

at your not coming bn Samiday evening. I waited 
aim looked om amtuniriy for you but DO Sam did 
I see to gladden my eyeSb Nau^ily and veiy oiiel 
' of you to serve are so to serve me so, as Rol^ Hop* 
Idre says. We arrived about noon at Brighton and 


imriiediately went shopping for the snail children 
to ^ipear at our wedding in something more than 
usual 

tVe sbaD not be in Town till Thursday when 1 
hope to see you. Could you not run down to-mor- 
row eveniiig to see me. It seems sudi an age since 
I have spcricen with you and I can assure >TMi I quite 
long for a quiet little chat with my old man. my 
dear darling veoeraUc. 

London Bonverie 
Sunday Ev^ 9 o'c 

My dearest Bella, 

As I have been ccni^>lctely sidd to-day, and am 
feeling horribly blue, wretchedly cobalt, dis- 
agreeably desolate, I am going to wreak my mis- 
erableness onyou,andbotheryouaboutalotof 
things of whidi 1 l»ve been ihuiking. 

Fhst of all ty s(une misunderstanding. Mr 
Hegary didn't dine with us to-day and conse- 
qnoilly 1 bad not even t^ satisfection of bcii% 
able to say unto myself ^D, if you would ba\'c 
preferred being wito Bella, still you arc dc^your 
duty in paying all the reqwet you can unto a good 
fellw, and most valued frieim of your RatherN - 
you see I couldn't even funmcHi myself with that 
small specific, so I ate my dinner with toe best 


grace possible, potted eveiyboity. was surly to all 
and escaped to my den in Bouveric - have writ- 
ten a multitude of people on different matters, 
looked at Ledgers. Cato books, Cheque boo^ 
etc., and, after all this dreadful wickedness, com- 
plete the scene by annoying you. 

I oommenced the ds^' badly I fear, for 1 was vio- 
lating the Sabbath by violetting in the field and 
roads, this morning, round Pinner. 

London. Booverie 
Friday aftn. 

My dearest Bella 

How shall I thank you enough for your kind 
note - in what way can 1 pour forth my af^>rcci- 
ation of your ihou^tfiilncss andgcvnln^ in writ- 
ing to nre in so fnnif a manner? I giv'e up the sn-eet 

talk in despair, for if one were to sca^ oul toe 
most telHngwo^ of gratitude from aU toevtxab- 
ularies. written and underwrinen, of all the 
nations - (he mystic Chuldeu the classic Latin, the 
pure Greek, the rare Hindostanee, the trenchant 
Sason, toe modem French, the mellifluous Ital- 
ian - yet would all these fall far short of express- 
ing that sentiment of thankfulness which I so 
strongly feel. The pleasure 1 derhvJ from vvur 
letter, loo. was he^iened by the km.iH ledge that 
myr friend Rrcd ID^isc reccKed on epistle fn^m 
Brightcm so. knowing how much ! prized your 
foi^ written lines, I could estimate his gruitfi- 
cation of (he receipt of his epistle. 

The Beeton letters and a laryic cvOecuon of cook’ 
cry boedesw^ be auctroned at Soda 's on WAf^. 
IkirdaedkThont: IhBv Btmaun-Cativrd (U71-408 
5301. 

Last week we iHudi'enenfh' nported dint the Badio 
4 pUn‘ 'Spoonfiice Steinberg' hut to he rtpeu/ed on 
February 4. his, in fact, to be bnnidcast atstin on 
Fdmiaiy22afuranunptvcedettieddcrriar^^tlte 
repeat. me sons draz we did not credit Lee Hull 

os the aatthor cf the piece. Lee Hall's tint pbn\ 7 
LoiV 'iljuJimtrn' Sptol '. » to be filmed this summer 
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smartarse 


At Air Wu* ZealarJ ipe aim to pamptr every part of you. From (of> 
to. tf. FoHom. Tfejts vby our new Pacific Class sctit boasts tfcf most 
dJrirncrJ ftaiures of any hn^Araul eceneniy rlitss smj in ibe dir." 
A sr.d .*'ot(oa anJ luck cws^io^ that move together to rock the body 
into a reUtyed /position. An uj[/ustiiMr footrest and txiendahle 
headrests. More space, .\iorr sufifiort all round. So you can rest assured 
you'!! hare a surprisinyfy com/prldWf Jli/fh. AnJ ifcdls the baiiam line. 
For our complimentary information pack call 0500444 747 FREE. 
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A noughts and crosses puzzle caught on camera: noi^hts to play and mn 


I f we ever make contact with 
beings from another 
it would be very surprising to 
discover that they played 
chess, bridge or backgammon. 
The rules are too intricate and 
aibltraiy to expect them to have 
evolved independently among a 
different intelligence. They 


might just play a form of Go, 
though probably not on our 19 


by 19 boards. What they would 
almost certainly do, however - if 
th^ have discovered the Joys of 
games at all - is to play some 
version of Noughts and Crosses. 
The idea of making connected 
lines of symbols on a square grid 
is so natural, they must surely do 
it eveiywhere in the universe. 

They would know, of course, 
that the traditional ihree-by' 
three game always ends in a 
draw if the players know what 
they are doing. (Unlike the 
opj^ent of the little girl in the 


picture, who has already gone 
fatally wrons. She has only to 


fatally wrong. She has only to 
put her Nought in the centre 
now, and she will win in a couple 
more moves). Our alients might 
also have discovered - if their 
gravity is strong enough to 
support the game at all - that 
Coimect-4 (in which pieces must 
drop to the lowest available 
point in vertical lines on a seven- 
by-sc\’en grid) is a win for the 
player who goes first. (Though it 
took a good computer program 
to find the strategy leading ty 


force to a winning line of four in 
a row.) But where would our 
alien ^nds stand on the game 
of five-in-a-row. also known as 
Go-Moku or» in its more refined 
form, Renju? 

In its casual form, the game is 
played on sheets of graph paper, 
just like an extended game of 
nou^ts<and-crosses, and the 
winner is the first to make five in 
a row. There is some evidence 
that such a game existed in 
China around 4,(XX) years ago. 
though the Ancient Greeks and 
pre-Columbian Americans 
seems also to have discovered it 
independently. 

The game took a more formal 
shape around 700AD, when it 
began to be played in Japan with 
bla^ and white stones on a Go 
board. It was not until towards 
the end of the 19th century, 
however, that books hc^ to 
appear on the theoiy of the 
game. At around the same time, 
a general suspicion appeared to 
emerge that the player who 
moved first had too much of an 
advantage. More recently, 
thanks to the availability of 
computer analysis, it has been 
proved that there is a forced win 
for the pl^r who starts, and 
that is where the history of the 
game becomes most interesting. 

There arc two options when 
you discover that a popular and 
challenging game has a basic 
fault: you can throw it away, or 
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Don’t junk it . . . use it 

From lager can to ciaved picture frame 


William Hartston 
discovers the 
thinking man's 
noughts and 


crosses 


you can change the rules. Most 


of the world - including Britain 
- seems to have opted ror the 


- seems to have opted for the 
former solution. I^-in-a-row is 
still played here by school- 
children who have moved 
be^nd old-fashioned noughts- 
and-CFosses. but no form of it 
ever seems to have been taken 
seriously enough for formal 
compentionis to have been 
instigated. 

In Japan and some other 
countries, however, they 
repaired the game well enough 
for it to take its place alongside 
the traditional boardgames of 
Go und Shogi (Japanese chess). 
The rule-changes were made in 
1899. when the name of the 
formal game was changed to 
Renju - which means "string of 
five pearls*' in Japanese. 

*The new rules form a set of 
restrictions on types of move 
that the players are allowed to 


make. For example, the simplest 
w^ to ensure that you will form 
a line of five in a row is to form 
a row of four, open at both ends: 
-0000-. Your oj^nent cannot 
block both threats 
simultaneously. And the 
simplest way to ensure that you 
will be able to form such a row 
of four is to form two distinct 
open-ended rows of three (in 
different directions) with a 
single move. The new rules 
specified a IS 15 board and 
banned such ‘'double-three" 
formations. They also banned 
"double-fours" and "overlines" 
(lines of more than five in a 
row), and anyone making such a 
formation would lose the game 
instantly. This introduced a new 
possibility to win a game 
creating a threat that could only 
be met by making one of the 
proscribe patterns. 

The new game of Renju was 
rapidly seen as more than just a 
repair of the traditional G^ 
moku. It vras a game of strategy 
in its own ri^t. And its 
champions quickly became 
respected alongside those of 
other traditional Japanese board 
games. In the nos'el ‘The Master 
of Go" by Yasunari Kawabata 
(available in the Pei^n 
Modem Gassics series) there is 
an account of an exclusive 
gathering at the opening 
ceremony of the 1938 world Go 
championship match: "All told. 


four masters were in the 
assembly: on Shusai’s left, 
Sekine, thirteenth in the line of 
Grand Masters of Shogi. as well 
as Kim lira. Master of Shogi, and 
laka^ Master of Renju, ail 
brough together for tti^ the 
commencement of the Master’s 
last match." 

The game, however, has been 
slow to spread beyond JapaiL 
The International Renju 
Federation was formed in 1988 
and international toumameots 
are now held in Japan, Sweden, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Latvia and 
Russia. According to the current 
rating list, the world's top twenty 
players include 12 Japanese, 
four Russians, two Latvians and 
two Estonians. 

But why has Renju never 
become popular in England? 
Surely h isj^ust the sort of game 
to appeal to our large 
population of game-players. I 
suspect the answer is as simple 
as the game itself. One can get 
away with playing bridge 
because it is a team game and 
therefore ostensibly sociable. 
Backgammon and poker players 
are admired for their ability to 
gamble without flinching. One 
can now (thanks to the efforts of 
Nigel Short) describe oneself as 
a chessplayer without inviting 
looks of pity. But Renju? Deep 
down, gaunes players like to be 
taken seriously. Noughts and 
crosses is a step far. 



T his design is a cheap and cheerful way to create ^ ' 

frames for those pictures that don't quite deserve . 

the ejqiense of buying one ready-made. AU you need { 

is an empty lager can, some piec^ of cardboard, ^ j 

heavy-duty scissors a^ some string (ideally elastic) < 

and to^es. . > u I 

As ^andy tip, I can recommend starting with a | 

fiill lager ean. It helps get you into the right mood. { 

First empty the lager can. Then, using a heavy pair < 

of scissors, cut off the top and bottom and cut down 1^----.----^ 

the centre. 

Flatten out the rectangle of metal you have just 
creat^. Measure the margins to the required si^ and cut out the 
centre section. Use a pair of pliers to fold and crimp the edges flat 
Quite apart from giviag the name a more finished look, this avoids the 
danger of cutting 



yourself on sharp edges. 

Cut two pieces of 
cardboard sli^tly 
smaller than the frame, 
then punch holes in the 
comers of cardboard and 
frame. String together 
with elastic stiii^ and 
todies, or use riobon or 
plain string. By pulling 


e games page is edited by William Hartston 


Deviants take note: on 4 
January in Hustings, the 
British Chess Variants 
SiKietx* was formed and a 
new respectability was 
created for the previously 
disorganised world of 
deviant forms of chess. 

The various fieliLs of 
interest of the new society* 
are well illuslratcd in its 
own journal "Variant 
Chess" which appeurs four 
limes a year (subscription 
£8.00). ilie current is.sue 
com.*<ins unicles on Losing 
Chess, where the object is 
to lose all your pieces, 
whoa* the rules spccity’ 
mandatory capturing. 
Cylinder Chess, where you 
pluy on a normal bourd but 
imagine it wound round 
into u cylinder with the a- 
file and h-file joined, and 
Progressive Chess in which 
While plays one move, 
then Black two. White 
three and so on. No checks 
allowed before the final 
move of any. 

Like most chcs.s fanatics. 
I had played all these 
versioiu when 1 was at 
school, but never realised 
how much they had been 
analysed and developed as 
valid forms of the game. 
Here are some examples of 
the .sort of things devianev 
can offer thai straight 
chess cannoL First, a game 
of Losing Chess won a 
computer program. 


move!) 7 Qxc7 RbS 8 Qxd7 
Rxbl9Rxbl Kxd7 10 Rb7 
and Black resigned 
because of 10...Bxb7 
ll.Kc2Bxg2 12.Bb2Bxhl 
l.).Bxg7 Bxg7 14.e4 Bxe4 
15.d4 B.xd4 16.Kd2 Bxf2 
17.ND Bxfj L8.KdI Bxdl 
19.h3 Bxu4 20.h4. 

Apparently. l.e.i is 
thought to be the best 
opening move (nil other 
moves of central pawas 
have been shown to load lo 
a forced loss), though l.b3. 
I.b4. I.g3 and l.g4 are also 
well considered. 

For real deviation, 
however, 1 can recommend 
Progressive Cylinder 
Chess. Try this game - 
remember, the number of 
mov'cs per player goes up 
by one each time, and the 
edges of the boards are 
joined so, for example, the 
fl-h3 diagonal continues 
along a4 to c8. 
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laui game; oi 
North 
♦Q972- 
VAK103 
0AK4 
4K5 

East 


West Eas 

4A654 48 

<9Q9 762 «?J 

OJ1093 08 

4none 4A 

6 

Sooth 
4KJ103 
^8 4 
OQ72 


48 

«?J5 

0865 

♦AQJ987 


ACROSS 


DOWN 


White: G Coniacchiiii 
Blade GPJeUiss 
Ig4 2g5, Bxd2+; (the 
bishop emerges seamlessly 
from ho to a5 and 
continues on its way) 

3 Bxdl Ba4, Bxf7+: 

4 KxH, Nf6, Nc4. N.xd2; 

5 (Jxdl Q.xd7, QxeS, QxdS, 
Kd2; 6 h5, h.xg4, g3, gxf2, 
ficgl=Q, R.\d8+: 

7 Kc3, Na3. Nb5. Nxc7. 
Ruxgl. Rfi mate. 


1 German car (4) 

4 Hasten (5) 

9 Jewelled headdress (5) 


10 Erudite (7) 

11 Guitar-olav 


Rub out (5) 

3 Hire asTKinent (7) 

4 Optical illusion (13) 

5 mnder(4) 

6 Chinese river (7) 

7 Fictitious work iw 

Thomas More (6) 

8 Nervous (4) 

14 Blood-sucking bat (7) 

15 Buildiag(7) 

16 Excite (6) 

17 Forest (4j 

19 Theme (5) 

20 Part of leg (4) 


11 Guitar-plavers accesso- 
2' (8) ' 

12 ^main(4) 

13 Promotion (13) 

17 Ineffectual type (4) 

IS Room heater (8) 

21 Paper-foldins (*^ 

22 Dnve (5) " 

23 Small and delicate (5) 

24 Every (4) 


North had an awkward decision 
to make on this deal from match- 
play. East opened a rather heavy 
raoderu standards) 34 but 
his choice lay between Three and 
Five, because 44 would have 
meant something quite different 
- a strong pre-empt in hearts. 

Now what do you do with the 
North hand after two passes? 
Double to suggest the major 
suits, or bid 3NT to protect 4K 
from immediate atti^? One 
North dedded to double ad, 
after a response of 34 by South, 
pushed on to the spade game. 

West's lead of DJ against Four 
Spades was significanL Why had 
he not led his partner's suit? 


South got matters right: playing 
carefully he won in band anid 1^ 
4 10. West played low and the 
fall of East’s ei^t strongly 
suggested a 4-1 trump break. 

Two top hearts were followed by 
a heart ruff, dummy was re- 
entered with a top diamond, and 
another heart was ruffed in hand. 
The dummy reversal was 
complete. Eventually declarer 
lost two dub tricks and the ace of 
trumps. 

At the other table. North took 
a different view when be re- 
opened with 3NT rather than 
double when Easf s pre-empt 
came round to him. All pased, 
and the passive diamond lead 
from ^t left declarer looldiig at 
only eight tricks. 

He won in hand and knocked 
out 4 A but was still lookiag for 
his ninth trick. I hope that you 
found the same solution that 
North did at the table. He 
dedded that his best chance was 
to find East with a 1-2-3-7 
distribution and after cashing 
eveiything available, be led ,4 E! 
East now had no emt cards and, 
at the end, the 410 became 
dedarer’s ninth winner. In spite 
of his neat play. North ftxind 
himself los^ 1 i.m.p on the 
deal 



Perplexity 


Mixed doubles: 


Inn creates ftiniest green satin 


Wliite: IZNOGOUD 
Blade R Saivadori 
1 c3 b5 2 Bxb5 c6 3 Bxc6 
Nxc6 4 b4 Nxb4 5 a4 Nxc2 
6 Qxc2 Qc7.^ (the losing 


For further information 
about the British Chess 
Variants Society, contact 
GP Jclliss, Tbp.Floor. 63 
Eversfield Place, $i 
Leonards on Sea, East 
Sussex. TN37 6Da 




above sentence hides Whar^ London E14 5D 


win a copy of the new Chambers 
21st Cenm/y IXctiona^ Answers 
to: Perplexity, the Independetu, 

1 (Canada Square, Canary 
WharL London E14 5DL 


SoMlon to yestenfay’s Condse Crossmnb 


three loosely connected 
answers. All you have tc 


answers. All you have to do to 
find them is arrange the six 
words into three pairs, then 
rearrange the letters vrithin each 
pair. The first correct answer 
opened on 26th February will 


1 Febnmiy an g tw rs: 
BEANS+POTATO * SPROUT 
works out as 

36942-h89908=2I7850 or 
34962+180908=215870 
Winner H (Wokingham) 


Here's a difficult pl^ which I got wrong when it came 
up at the Double I^ves the other day. Black has a 4,2 
to play in this position. There were three choices: (a) 
2(V14 (b) 20/16, 6/4 (c) 6/2,3/! 

Over the board 1 made the fateful (and common) 
mistake of choosing a move without first deciding my 
plan, aud compounded this error by forgetting to 
conrider the position of the cube. 1 should have 
remembered Goulding's first law: “Have a plan, 
consider the cube, evaluate the candidate f^ys". 

So let’s do it the right What is Black’s plan? 
He is way ahead in the race - 57 pips to 102 pips. As 
he has no primiiig potential and his home bc«Td 
cannot be strengthened it seems that Black's plan 
should be to play for the race. This indicates either 
play (a) or (b). ^at about the cube? Although Black 
leads the race Ity a long way he cannot double yet as 
his man on White’s S-point still has a long way to 
travel to reach bis own home board. However, if 
Black can advance the man part of the way without 
being hit then he will have a strong redouble. 

What about candidate plays? 'The three identified 
above are really the only posstbilities. Given that we 
have dedded to play for the race, play (c) can be 
discarded: it does nothing to make progr^ in the 
race and at the same time weakens the h^e board. 
Play (a) brings the man dosest to home but leaves 26 
shots. Play (b) makes slightly less progress in the race 
but leaves only 21 shots. After either play (a) or play 
(b) provided he doesn’t get hit, Bla(± vrill have a 
strong redouble which V^te mi^t be able to take 
depending iqx>n what his own roll was. 

As Black will have a redouble after either play it is 
correct to leave fewer shote and tber^re the correct 
play is (b). Over the board I made the awfriJ play (c) 
ignoring one of roy own lessons; in backgaromon you 
must to win rather than play not to lose. 
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‘Greatest hits? 
Her only 
British hit 
was the 
notorious “Je 
T’aime.„ Moi 
Non Plus”. A 
duet with her 
lover Serge 
Gainsbourg 
which 

featured a lot 
of orgasmic 
breathing* 


I D a fan^ suite of the 
Ef^ Gardens Hbtel in 
KenfiDgEon, the PR lady 
in the little Mack velvet 
oinnber is looking anx> 
ions. Hfer diaige is late - not 
that late* but nmning over 
The tray of fresh 
onnige juice, Gol^ and Ms- 
enhs lies ignored on a table. 
Tlie deq> sofa loMs &es^ 
vacuumM but sadly nnliveo- 
in. An extremely pretQr make- 
up artste waits ^liner 
and bhidier poised. An air of 
earpectancy hang$ over the 
room, as though afomudabhr 
T^al presence were on hs 
way. 

Then the door crashes open 
and a r^g^scfaoolgtri sweeps 
in. Her hair is long, htf foot is 
light and ho* eyes are wild -ih 
beBe dame sons mad in a 
shapeless oatmeal sweater, 
jeans and tcainets. Regaiding 
the smtB wilhenA actual look- 
ing at anybody in it (a usc^ 
tedmique po^ly acquired 
at Mss lf(mride*s le^thuy 
Academy in Ken^gton, 
\rinch ^ attended is the &- 
des) she expiains that die is 
late because she was "stock in 
the tonn^, ie the-Enrotunnel 
-’ a perfect meta^xhor for the 
half-way Fianglais oebArily 
Jane Birkin has become. 

She is over here to poblidse 
hergreatest hits album (out 31 
March) and her huthcoining 
concert at theFedival Htdl on . 
15 ApziL At the mcolkm of 
both these entetpeises, yod 
can detect a fahxt cMlective 
laisiiig of an eyebrow from 



miss 


and a' dose friend, never had 
this, problem, tbou^ she 
never had a Ntxmber Ctee sin^ 
gle inSni^and. Huppert and 
Adjani m^ be directed by 
the same duectois but 
not treated as if they’re Just 
ludiy ' (and they never 
appeared on the stage of the 
Natkmal Theatre, as Krion 
did, idaying Andromache in 
The "Bojan Wcmai in 199S to 
excellent reviews). 

hfe Bhion has b^ a hard- 
working .actress, smger and - 
aO-round Erendi media iuate 
fiv more dian SOyeais^ but 
r^ipjnncm st^ fiixnh'' lodged 
OD pjd one ade of the Cluui- 


dded with efisooveriog some- 
body I thought was p^ectly 
diviicus and ^ding an i^art- 
ment pi^iorite where he lives." 
Is it love? “Catamanent. And 
now you must ask me a proper 
queaioiL” 

She really talks like diat -en 
gmmf vEtesre - full of little ver- 
bal sla^ and tickles and 
Frenchmed syntactical man- 
gjings- She is ^ teo charming 
to seem to monopolise the 
convexsatu:^ but she certainly 
dofss oolcmise ^ ffiling every 
sonic cavity wiA passonate 
reminisceDce. Her voice is 
pitched at a querulous, insis- 
tent but not unmoacal high 



John Walsh meets... 

Jane Birkin 


British . culture vultuzes. 
Greatest hits? Ztoui a woman 
only &iti^ hit was the 
notorious "Je T*Aime... Moi 
Non Plus’* in 1969, a duet with 
Birfcm’s lover Serge .Gains- 
bougfeaturingalotofoigas- 
Duc Meathing ami, if 1 niay so 
erorem it, an irreasiMe organ 
ri^ The Royal -Esstival 
for a singer with the vocal 
range of a qanow and the 
pitch, of a.neivous 
14-year-oId? Hah! You bring 
up Ms Bird’s SO-movie film 
career, much of it in tibe hands 
of major art-house directois 
such as Bernard Ikremiei; 
Agnes Vhrda and Beniard 
Bller, but these disobliging 
oommentatois would express 
the gwwig disbelief her 
films? She gpc her kit off in 
Bhtv-l^, di&’t she? And kept 
itoafoiDeoihmAeNile...’^. 

It's a tough break, but Ms 
Birkin never rrally man- 
aged to convince British audi- 
ences of her multiple talents. 
Fran^oise Hardy, the ringer 


neL There, she is fSte^ 
admud, fionis^ sh^iped in 
the riiua and is never off the 
tel^, adndi <mce featured a 
wbMe "Bitkin night”. She is 
the embodhnent, as fiaras the 
Aencfa ate coscemed, of Eqg- 
lisb chann. And if one Ibb 
tesetvations about heir acth^ 
there’s , no doubt abmit tiw 
cfaainxL 

"Yes, nn staying with.i^ 
jDDOdier, who is lod^og in a ht' 
tie - bow do you say^ - flat 
because her house burned 
(town. No, sbe's taking it 
extreme^ wen, actual^. I wor- 
ried ..that she mi^t be 
dquessed that evezytmiig she 
owne^ Imd gone up in smoke; 
She was eating fish aml chips 
with the firemen, 0ad that it 
was not her. fault, and saying 
that she felt ’lifter'. So 1 ibf 
lowed MaYeample and sold 
fliy house m hds and mowd 
mto a wee apartment in St 
Gnmain.' Just decided to pi 
out of it.alL” Dto it ctmde 
with Maing 50? ^o^ it cenh- 


note, and her deixvexy weir^ 
tiine-wazped into th^ Fifties 
actres^ mode &voured by 
Joan Greenwood and Audrey 
Hepburn. Replays constantly 
with her chestnut hair, wind- 
ing h round her head and tou- 
slmg it coquettishly over her 
eyes - wtom do at last occa- 
. sionally look at mine, a 
disciMioatiiig^beaiuiftd alien 
^ow at their centre. 

I said the weekend jmpeis 
had been fun of how much the 
French supposedly knrelrs^ 
Ar^is, as embodied by 
Atocander McQueen, John 
Galliano, Tbrenoe Omu^ and 
Stella Tennant. Did riie notice 
any new wash of admiration 
for the Britt? "Ob, but theyVe 
always had U. And IVe ahv^ 
been loQgmg for h to be vice 
versa. When 1 arrived there 30 
years agp, the greatest thing 
was to be English, to have.an 
Pngligh accent, English 
teeth... the nmaewas 
the fariiiOD was English.” But 
weren’t we equally keen on 


Frendi thin g s lately, whether 
it's the film of l&Sculet the 
paintings of Bracpie at the 
RA tbeinteQ(MAua] cross-fer- 
tilisation inspected Julian 
Barnes in Cross Oumnel... 
"It's happening a leetle,” she 
said **It could hardly have got 
much worse, could h? 

. Tlie name of Ser^ Gains- 
bouig crops up often to illus- 
trate a point about culture. 
Stick around - Mr Gains- 
bourg*s name is to recur 
thro^out the ensuing hour. 
Although he died at 62 of a 
heart attack, in 1991, Jane 
Bxrldn still carries a torch the 
size of the Olympic flame for 
her former bdoved. He was 17 
years her senior, and they 
split up in 1983, but she 
describes him and his work as 
if thqr were new^ newfyweds: 
"So funny, like Woody Allen 
or Mel Bioo^ so outrageoi^ 
so sad and terrib^ romantic, 
one of the most seDtimentai 
people. And he was someone 
who made his envn fashion, 
with his little bare feet and his 
little white shoes." It’s all a 
tiny bit private. She will talk 
about his public 1& at the tini- 
est provD^ion, pointing out 
that "the man whose name 
springs to the Ups» when these 
young bands are talking about 
Frendi singers, is Serge's" and 
"Children in spools are now 
being taught Serb's work. 
He*slmown to be the greatest 
poeL.. It’s no ex^guation to 
say th^ consider him as great 
as A^Uinaire.** Kfy ignorance 
of Irench literature means I 
have no way of confirming 
this; Inn until it becomes true, 
Ms Biikm wSI be an unst^ 
pable one-woman lobbying 
campaign. 

One curious result of this 
obsessiveness is that the Biridn 
song repertoire has hit an 
ifflpass^ she diqdays no inter- 
est in smpng sengs by ax^ne 
but Gainrixniig. "Phonogram 
brought out two records of 
mine last year," she ssys with 
a smile, "but they said I 
couldn’t go on shigmg Urge's 
soi^ because peofrte had 
already bought them three 
times over. They said, ‘You 


really must find somebody 
else’s stuff to sing’.” 

1 said it seemed quite a 
good idea <> m^be some selec- 
tions from Eviia would suit her 
extraordinarily teeny-weeny 
voice. “Yes, but 1 didn’t want 
to," said Birkin, verbally 
stamping her foot. “The time 
wasn’t reaefy. I still hadn’t 
done enough with what Seige 
had given me, which were 
probably his most beautiful 



Jane Birkin In 1970 


songs. So 1 pinched other 
scHigs that Serge bad written 
for otiun' people - for Adjani, 
for Deneuve, the ones he 
wrote before he was 30 when 
be was in cabaret on the mx 
gauche." She also (“Oh, the 
cunning of it!") got a new 
artistic director to orchestrate 
the selections for unusual 
instruments - for slide guhar, 
for haip - and a funber col- 
laborator to work on the stage 
show with tubular bells and 
thrumming cellos and was a 
wild success. One reason was 


some adince from the director 
to the melancholic chanteuse: 
“He said, ’It would help if you 
smiled, if you wouldn’t mind*. 
He said, Tt does make a great 
difference to the audience, 
otherwise ihe>' start to feel te^ 
ribly responsible for >xhj'. So I 
tried it and it worked a 
charm." 

She was boro in December 
1946 and brought up in Lon- 
don. Her father was a war 
hero, a Navy navigator who 
helped French Resistance on 
the run. “Ma was waiting for 
him in Loncton, not under- 
standing why he wusn’t home 
for their first Christmas 
together. Itwas because he did 
about 40 missions and never 
made a mistake." Ms Birkin *s 
eyes shine proudly when she 
triks of her dad, w ho died in 
the same devastating week 
that Serge Gainsbourg 
checked oul “He was just a 
very unexpeticd father. We 
marched together on Stop the 
Death Penaltv' campaigns. Hu 
wasn’t just a hero, but a sodai 
hero, too." Her mother was 
Ju(^' Campbell, a singer and 
stage actress, and the first 
interpreter of “A Nightingale 
Sang in Bcricelcv' Square". Her 
father sang "My Favourite 
Things" from 7^* Sixund of 
Afunr, “rather sweutly. in a 
tiny hi^ voice that used to 
make us die laughing” and 
both parents loved musicaLs. 
especialh' AZsnier. South Ikdfi: 
arid Guys and DnRs. Jane her- 
self has wondered aboui a 
possiMe career on the musical 
stage but... “Ii's a great sad- 
ness for me that France is a 
country 1 adore uKwe all oth- 
ers. but whul a pity they ibm't 
like musicals. They get it all 
mixed up with operetta, which 
is of course nothing to do with 
it Sometimes 1 iiy to sell a 
producer the idea of a musical 
- 1 though! I’d got to the age 
at which to play the govenviiis | 
in The Kir^ and / - and the j 
more 1 waded throu^ the 
pioL ihc mure it was us if I'd ! 
brought something out of a 
tomb." 

A precocious teenager, a 
King’s Road debutante, she I 


was taken up by Binkic Beau- 
mont the legendary producer 
and friend of Noel CViward 
(who used to write songs for 
her mother) and found herself 
on stage at 17 playing a deaf 
mute (vety much against type) 
in Gr^am Greene's Caning 
a State with Ralph Richard- 
son. After appearing in the 
girls' school-broihel comedy 
musical The Passion Flower 
Had, she didn’t return to the 
English stage for 30 years. 
Instead, she was romanced hy 
John forry, composer of a 
million filth scores (and the 
James Bond theme) whom 
she married at 18, had a child 
by (Kate) and dK'orced at 
amazing speed, \1siting Paris 
for an audition, the non- 
Frcnch-speaking Birkin 
encountered the scruffy*, 
exophthalmic Bohemian 
CainsbiMirg and that was that. 
They stayed together, the 
decadent while Russian com- 
poser and his clas^' English 
moU, for 1.3 years, epatant les 
botageois and becoming the 
naiiiin'smixsl cooed-over cou- 
ple. They had fantastic rows in 
public. ' 

>A’hen they split up, Birkin 
starred in ’Tavernier’s These 
Fociish Things with Dirk Bog- 
arde. w ho remains a friend, in 
Belle Hoiseuse with Michel 
Piccnii - and in 1980. pbying 
an unglomorous frump iii La 
Fillf Ptviiiguv, she fell for the 
director, Jacques DoiUoo,wUh 
whom she had a third child. 
Lou. who lives with her still. 

Now she is 50. a fixture on 
French televirion (she sin’s she 
is on some channel or 'other 
once or twice a week). sIk* 


remuias cleariy a little hurt 
that her real homeland never 
clasped her to its fickle bosom. 
"In France, you’re family. If 
you're on telcvirion. you're 
port of the family. Ibey ask, 
'Hmv's CharkmeV How's yviur 
dog?'. But of cmirsc I\e never 
done arnihlng very puMie in 
England. Once the concert is 
hemnd her, and her next stage 
appearance (in David Hare's 
play. Sl^apt, in Fans) she 
plan.s an unusual c.<icapc. “At 
the end of the yrar, 1 shall 
wrote another movie, and then 
start my wanderings. 1 wont to 
have that year English talk of. 
the “gap year", and go to 
Africa and Vietnam and South 
America. There are these tiny 
pockcis of French culture all 
round Ihe world, and the peo- 
ple who stick up for French 
culture tend to he rather mod. 
as if they’re sucking up for ani- 
mals who'rc becoming extinct. 
And they all watch Canal-Plus 
(the French .saiellite T\* sta- 
tion]. And you find that you're 
better known in Burkina-Faso 
than in Engbnd." 

What she’s best ai is being 
herself, a talent ^ has par- 
layed to the whole of Fruicu by 
seeming to embody the whole 
of England. If only it wvtuld 
work m her own buekyurJ. 
“AH the cultural attaches in 
these strange parts of the 
world." she s:iid ruefully, “ihey 
have the bright idea of asking 
you over, ‘to defend the 
French language'. It's somc- 
wh:it to my surprise to find 
myself a.sked to defend the 
French language, I who have 
deformed ii for so long..." 
Ah. e/iiimhinrt'. 




The dedaon by Andrew 
Lioyd Wbbber to dose 5Suff- 
set Boutevard at .first sight, 
curious. 1 foond fim digw, 
directed fay lyevcw Nun^ 
fywnpellmg and moving, with 
one of Sir Andrew's nK»t 
dzamatic scxne& 01^, Em a 
softie. But at least, in 
muacal theatre terms a 
new man. R>r an insider nt 
Sir Andrew^ Realty Usefiil 
Group tells me that while 
Sunset Boukvard is a fang^ 
eiqpeaisire riiow to nn^ 
the bcK^ foe Nonna 
T Vgmnwf s handmade rixoes 
and gowns akme Tunziiug 
intrt h rod r ^ds of thcMgaads 
of pbinufs, tixmr erwn 



itseaidi dibws ^ cost is 
not the sMe-reason fbr 
dosure. Most teUiogly, my 
sonzoe-says, men were not. 
attracted to the show 
fa(rcaiire:tli^ did not fed 


cmnfOTtaUe with the iitoa of 
young man zomanticafiy 
attached to a modi older 
woman. So there ft is. Muht- 
miUibo pound musical closes 
because of male nKeeuThy. 
One imagjues the stdls 
of those elderty bidtfies poi^ 
tra^ by Hany Enfield and 
chums, watdung the male 
lead serenade Norma and 
cooing "Ooh, youi% man. 
young man.’' 

The estimable Thdma Hob 
was qnfteT^iltyfaloiriBga 



thisweekabontlliecdkttal- 
by Amcslcas Equity - who 
coDtinae to set new 


standards In ehauvimsm- sonfliuas/l/MnrffiNtseis 
to take hff producefott oTA not an En^di play it does 

DolPs Bouse. They would not not need English performers, 

accept three of the actors and Perhaps Thelma, who has 
gave Thdma the Mzanerea- ratoergood contacts in 


Osle's flicatitbDd, should 
take Amefknn Eqnity at Its 
wmd and send over a troop 
of Noxw^an adois to 
Broadwagt 

How art and life can beomne 
conftised; libellousiy so. to 
judge from the infeirmatipn 
line provided by Earner's 
Chunnas. I tang up the line 
to find out Ae time Eiita was 
showing, and the recorded 
anoouncemem hel{Mhilh‘ |avc 
a syn(^3sis of the film. “It is 
the epic story of the girl 
Madmma.” the voke ratbin’ 
curiot^ began, “born the 
iilegitimBte daughter of a 
penniless fanner...” 
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arts & books 


Jan Morris in Venice; 
Peter Levi in Greece o 

Bernard Crick afficte 

party propaganda: New 

York's maflrig game / 


Flying blind 

Raymond Monelle looks for more 
than merely superficial charms 

OPERA Die Fledennaus Theatre Royal. Glasgow 


T he last thing Scottish 
Opera would vtr'adt to 
lind in a teview of its 
new Fledcrmaus would be a 
reference (0 its last ]KOduc- 
tion - a cle\’cr-clever updat- 
ing to 1990s Glasgow and a 
spectacular flop. But deariy 
it was a chastening experi- 
ence. and Giles Haveigal, 
director of the new version, 
was given a clear briefl no 
fancy ideas, no left-wing 
iconix'lasm. just plenty 
pretty costumes and tradi- 
tional nostal^a. 

There were, in fact, a few 
witw ideas, i^fred. the Ital- 
ian tenor(campcd up to the 
sides 1^ Richard Coxon), 
constantly serenaded the 
heroine with extracts from 
famous operas, including 
both Bohime and Timndot, 
which were presumably not 
familiar to Strauss or any- 
body else in 1874. Thou^ 
most of the show was sung 
in English (the well-estate 
lished Pountn^ / Hancock 
translation), the Csardas was 
given in Hungarian with 
Engl^ surtitles, a hilarious 
operatic in-joke. 

That apait. the sets were 
ravishing and the costumes 
unexceptionable, placing the 
piece a little later than its 
time of composiikm. per- 
haps about 1910. Havcrgal. 
dilator of Glasgow's Citi- 
zens' Theatre, is a resource- 
ful man of the theatre, and 
he kept up a seamless flow 
of song-and-dance numbers 
and attractive tableaux, his 
designer (Kenny Miller) 
doing little more than paint 
huge flowers on the wallpa- 
per and sunound the stage 
with feiiy lights. 

Most of the cast had a 
nice, intuitive, light-fiaoted 
swing: eventually the whole 
stage lilted and swayed to 
the rhythms of pollia and 
waltz. Janls Kelly was a 
colourful, sumptuous Ros- 


alinda, thoroughly physical 
and susceptible, wi& l^ter 
Evans as a slinky and hand- 
some Eisenstein. Andrew 
Hammond's Rtike seemed 
at first a bit recessive, but his 
‘‘Bruderlein” was a dream of 
lyric tone. 

When it came to costum- 
ing Oriofsl^, dearfy nobody 
was ever going to di^uise 
Anne Howells as a man, so 
wore an intriguing com- 
bioatioo of high boos and 
feminine dicoUetage that 
matched her mettlesome |»t 
seductive voice. 

But success cannot be 
design^ indo a production, 
and this attractive show wit- 
nessed to the elusiveness of 
the work. Usa Milne, as 
Adele, sang beautifully - a 
pearly “lauding song”- but 
her comic ^fts extended no 
further than Glaswegian 
howls and catcalls. This sty, 
ironic operetta makes no 
sense as broad farce, and 
neither Milne, Haveigal nor 
any of the others seemed to 
have grasped the danger 
and despair that lie hidden 
within iL 

instead they gestured and 
high-stepped along on the 
merest surface, where they 
were joined by a conductor, 
Nicholas Braithwaitc. who 
groped vainly for the right 
style, jerking when he sho^d 
have floated never finding a 
convincing tempo or any 
trace of delicaqr. With no 
message from the podium, 
the orchestra just si^t-read 
Maybe Fledamaus is about 
bad behaviour redeemed by 
generosity of spirit, or the 
sorrowful diann of a socie^ 
chat is d^ing away. What- 
ever its sidelong and sophis- 
ticated content, it is vastly 
beyond the larks of a seaside 
co‘ncert-part>'. 

Further perfs: tiMtialH. IS, 20. 
22 Fab (0141-3329000) 


Race on the Rialto 

Paul Taylor on a new staging that does justice to Shakespeare’s court drama 


THEATRE Hie Merchant of Venice Birmingham Repertory Theatre 



DaMd Schofield invfties you to see Shyfoek's behauotr as a warped eMerclse ui standfrig on his c^rvty 


PhCFto: Ivan Kynct 


I n 19SS, Bill Alexander directed an RSC ver- 
sion of The Merchant of lenicevhlh Antony 
Sher as a flamboyantly Levantine Shylock in 
a diy where Christians literally spat racial 
hatred and where a Yellow Star of David was 
eventually sprayed, like some prefiguratm of 
the Holocaust, on the back w-alL Reniming to 
the play now, Alexander happily avoids what 
has tMcome the ortiiodo.^ in the interim, of re- 
locating The Merchant in the world of modem 
banking Presenting a genial broadly assimi- 
lated City of London Shylock alwa^ raised 
more problems than it solved For a sort Chris- 
tian yuppies aren’t ideally placed to look down 
their noses at usury. And if Shylock has inte- 
gral^ so successfully, why does dedare anti- 

Christian loathing in his first scene? 

Set m period in a dailc, siruster Venice whose 
vistas are framed by decaying brick pillars, 
Alexander's new string has the great merit of 
keeping your feelings fluid tiuoughouL Pre- 
cisely b^use he makes no oven bid for audi- 
ence sympathy. David Schofleld's splendid 
heavily accent^ and sardonicalK' humorous 


Shylodc becomes a moviog^t newr^^tbetic) 
figure. He's pl^d here as rebaibatively hard 
and precise - so punctilious he even remem- 
beis to brush his knees after ooUapsing at the 
news of his doubter’s ^scondmenq so metic- 
ulously well-briefed he doesn't need to look at 
the bond when forced to check its details, he 
just scrolls through it sflently in his head 

But this sta^g also amplifies our sense efi 
the routine intimidations Shylock has fo cope 
with. Salerio and Solanio modtin^ imper- 
sonate his brief under his veiy window and kkk 
at the door in a firen^ of contempt Every time 
he steps outside, there's danger in the air, and 
you can understand Shylock's behaviour, to this 
performance, as a warped exercise in standing 
on his di^'ty. Even «^en he has to pkd* him- 
self up frexD the wreckage of the court case and 
brave the boors at the exit, Schofield manages 
to keep a straight back and a measured tread. 

Cat^ *^500 is a warm, appealing heroine 
but it’s good that she does not downplay the 
fact that, with Shylock, Portia egre^ously fails 
to practise what she has only just been pish- 


ing about mercy. In the final act, she reveals a 
cro[^>ed bead to Charles Edwards's excellent, 
aisdous ft«sanin, who Strokes the boyish curls 
in some bemusement, as if this haircut 
obacureh' complicates his emotional graduation 
from fwale friendship with Don Wurington's 

absurdly plumny Antonio to marriage with her. 

t had thought that my days of laughing at 
those tedious 'Gobboa were over, but here 
both father and son are played in a West 
fridian accent and in what loote like a bizarre, 
esq>ertly organised identi^- crisis by the rasta- 
tocked Jah-Man Aggrey. Martin Hutson also 
makes a big impact as the Prince of Aragon. 

The evening ends on an uneasy note. After 
the other couples have trooped into Portia's 
bouse, Shylock's daughter fli^ herself alone 
in the garden with Antonio, who throws her a 
look of profound distaste. Beginning with a girl 
who is trapped by the dictates of her frither's 
will, the play end^ in this account, with a ^ 
doomed to rany the burden of her father's smsL 


Birminyfutm Rep (0121-236 4455) to 8 Mardx 


still waters run deep 

A work about the mating game. 
Or so it seems to John Percival 

EUU4CE Stream Rambert Dance Apo//o, Oxford 


C hristopher Bnioecaiis 
his latest creation for 
Rambert Dance 
Company Stream. Many of 

us will Isuppose, identify it 

with the ever-rolling one to 
which life is likened in the 
hymn. The shape of the 
work - the end echoing its 
beginning - sug^ts a con- 
tinuity into infiniQ', and the 
content (if I may use that 
word for dances that cony 
DO sp^c fdot) seems to 
conilnn that impression. 

The main part of 5/ream 
shows us two groups: four 
men and four women. The 

chaps first cofonise the sta^ 

for themselves and fill it 
with tough, aggressive 
movemenL But after the 
group of women has passed 
across the back of their ter- 
ritory. I sense a change of 
tone in what the men are 
doing; a slight jokiness in 
their blokioess. almost like 
moments in Bruce's Rolling 
Stones ballet Rooster. 

Or is it just lhal influ- 
enced by the feminine pres- 
ence, we look at masculine 
display differently, more 
ironic^? Either way. the 

men take themselves off and 
the women now occupy the 
stage. Whereas the men 
stuck out for individuality 
even when acting as a group, 
there is more togetherness in 
the women's dancii^ a gen- 
tle sense of supporting each 
other. This remains true 
even when just two of them 
are left alone, and makes 
Sheron Wray's subsequent 
solo even more melancholic 
in its solitariness. 

Then comes a complete 
contrast. Philip Chambon's 
music, hitherto jauntily 
rhythmic for the men. 
smoothly flowing for the 
women, suddenly sounds 
like a jolly Irish d'ance-hail 
and both groups come 
together on stage, dividing 


up into couples for what 
quiddv develops from social- 
ising into the mating sme. 
So we know that even if ume 
is going to bear us all away, 
life will continue. 

As prologue and cpik^ue, 
wc see life in the form of two 
duets. Patricia Hines and 
Jan de Schynkd start the 
piece, their coupUn|Bi some- 
times taking strain forms: 
she reclining while her feet 
seize his neck, he soon after 
holding her cheeks from 
behind and rocking her bead 
from side to side. 

The final entry is for Didy 
Vcldman and T^ul liburd: 
he vety cocksure and dom- 
inant at first, slippery as a 
lizard, but soon matiiring 
into a quieter sicadiness, 
oontenr to be an equal part- 
ner. And actually theirs is 
not quite the final entry, 
since the curtain falls on ^ 
opening ample repeating 
their arrival, the cycle 
resuming. 

That's how 1 see it, any- 
way. but Bruce’s pro- 
gramme mile telli how the 
creative process hegfm as 
abstract mo\'emeht ideas 
inspired by fragments of 
sound that Chambiin pro- 
vided before development 
into u full electronic sceve of 
noises suggesting machin- 
ety. nature and instruments 
melded into real music: The 
creators. Bruce says, fowd 
their own ideits and feelings 
about the work, but he 
invites spectators to enjoy 
the movement for itself and 
to make their own inter- 
pretation. Sadly, vre read, 
this proved b^nd some 
spectators on Rambert's 
Russian tour, but an Oxford 
audience responded warmly 
this week. 

On tour, naclxtig London 
for a week at the Peacock 
TUeaoe over Eataer. 
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Next Monday The 
Independent 
introduces a new 
section, 

MEDIA+. Whether 
you are a bombarded 
civilian, a professional 
communicator or a 
wannabe (hungry for 
page after page of 
appointment ads) you 
miss it at your peril. 
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THE FILM 

Hamlet 


Not content with giving his 
Prince of Denmark three 
times on stage to date, 
Kenneth Branagh directs and 
plays the lead in Hamlet the 
movie. The scn^nplay is 100 
per cent William 
Shakespeare. At 242 minutes 
it’s also almost completely 
uncut. A galaxy of stars 
support - from Billy (Crystal 
to Jack Lemmon - In an 
attempt to bump up the 
film's US boK-office appeal. 


Adam Mars- Jones thought it 
deeply flawed but that the 
weak bits were “redeemed by 
the one decision that seems 
perverse, even inde^sibie, 
the decision that is never 
made in cinema; trusting the 
author.” The Telegraph 
wanned to a film filled with 
powerful performances: “You 
are unlikely to see a better 
Claudius than Derek 
Jacobi’s... Julie Christie is 
extraordinary* It added; 
“Branagh [the actor) makes a 
virtue of his limitations... 

[his] production follows his 
own lead." But the Times felt 
our Ken had gone too fer to 
woo a young audience; "It’s 
all rather exhausting,” its 
critic wheezed. "I thought it 
would bore me," confessed 
the Guardian. "But ft didn’t." 


At a cinema near you. Bring 
a cushion, and make full use 
of the intermission. 


A solid but hardly inspired 
Dane, and you’ll squirm at 
some of the 
cameos, such as 
Robin Wtlliams’s 
execrable Osric. 




THE PLAY 

The School 
for Wives 


Having brought Jessica 
Lange to London for A 
Streetcar Named Desire, 
Peter Hall goes to the other 
end of the celebrity spectrum 
by casting Eric Syke as a 
dotty old servant in Moli^re’s 
comedy of cuckoldry. Peter 
Bowles stars as the 
merchant Amolphe, who’s 
forced to play the French 
horn. Gillian Kemey is his 
wife-to-be, imprisoned to 
protect her chastity. 


Paul Taylor enthused; 
“Amolphe is a role that 
requires the ability to listen 
comically... Bowles is 
hilarious at such moments." 
Sykes, he added, exudes a 
“delightfully knowing brand 
of benign amusement”. The 
Telegraph agreed: "one of 
the funniest shows in the 
W^t End." "Even If Bowles 
misses the sheer madness 
which Ian McDiarmid 
brought to the role in the 
1993 Almeida revival,” 
wrote the Guardian, “he 
vividly captures Amolphe's 
almo^ saitanic cunning." “I 
went out toudied and 
delighted,” raved the Times. 
“Who could upstage Bowles 
in this mood? Not Sykes, 
not all three Marx brothers, 
not anyone." 


At the Piccadilly Theatre, 
London W1 (0171-369 
1734) to 26 April. 


Ranjit Botfs pithy verse 
adaptation complements 
some fine 
performances. A 
return to form for 
Peter Hall. 




THE GIG 


Suzanne Vega 


Folk never sounded as chilty 
as when the former model 
from New 'fork record^ her 
first album in 1985. Icily 
Intelligent, her supporters 
argued. Yuppie mood music, 
countered the detractors. 
Whatever. Vega has thawed 
out a bit now; and, to 
accompany the release of a 
new album, Nine Objects of 
Desire, she has embarked 
upon a European and 
British tour. 


Glyn Brown had liked the 
warmth of the new LP but felt 
it didn't work in concert: 
"Played against her delicate 
earlier stuff, flie newer work 
tired with lengthy rock-outs 
from her backup boys, 
almost drowned In the m&6e.“ 
"Most moving when it is most 
conventionai,” judged the 
Times. But the Guardian was 
less indulgent: “Mam'age and 
motherhood may have settled 
Vega and, she claims, 
improved her voice. But the 
overall feeling was of a talent 
that has lost its edge." 
"Sophistication seems to have 
been achierad at the expense 
of warmth and melody," the 
Telegraph pontificated. ”Few 
of the new songs were as 
approachable, or as engaging, 
as ftfie) old frrvourftes.” 


Tours to Nottingham, 
Birmirigham, Ybrk, Manchester 
and Gia^w in March. 


The sharp, bright beau^ is 
still there but Vega seems to 
be striving for the 
impos»ble: to be a 
rock chick who 
plays an acoustic. 
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Somebody pick up the phone 

When Fluxus were dismantling artistic pomposity in the Sixties, Yoko Ono was there to lend a hand 
Now it's the pubiic's turn, at a new exhibition which documents those days. By Suzanne Moore 



I magme. It*s the nud-Sbeties. Yoko 
Ono is oa stage, enveloped in 
douds of fog from a smoke- 
machine. She has invited the 
audience to wrap her in handaggg 
while she murmurs: ‘1 am here. 
Where are In 1964, she 
ediibits “3 old p^dngs of Video Ctao". 
There are no painting just in^metiems 
about possible paintinp, includmg the 
memord>le one **No critics, ait dealers, 
or d(^ allowed”. In 1966. at .the Indka 
gallery in London, exhiUted her 
Pedntiitg to Hammer a Nml. A gny asked 
her if he could hammer a naO. She told 
him it would cost him. “Then can 1 bam- 
mer an imaginaiy nail?” he asked. The 
giry' was John Lennon. Yoko thought at 
the time: '*! met a guy who plays the saine 
game I played.” They cemtinued to play.. 
In 1969 they ^ayed in bed foraweek issu- 
ing various radical statements such as 
“Grow your hair”. Tliis piece of art was 
called Bed Peace! Hair Peace. Elat was ii 
art? Whs she serious? 

'WeD, yes and na If you want to ask her. 
this, yew can talk to you^ell An exhi- 

biiion now at die Royal Festival HaO enti- 
tled “Yoko Ono and Fluxns" has a phone 
in iL Once a day, the phone will ring and 
itil be Yoko her^callii^Dp tochat for 
h^ ah hour or more fo anyone who pidcs 
up the phone. The purpose of the exhi- 


bition is twofold: it documents the work 
cd Ono in the Sixties and h attempts to 
demmstrate the breadth of the move- 
ment known as Fluxus, of which die was 
a paxt. Fluxus was not so much a move- 
ment as a united front dedicated to pmg- 
ii^ art of hs pretentiousness, its com- 
- modificanon, hs heroism. Its foundation 
lay m the late Hities. Illemember this was 
die tme of Abstr^ Espiesskimsm, with 
artists from FbDock to De Kooning pre- 
s<?nting themselves or being present^ as 
heroic; individzzal geniuses, struggling 
for meaning. 

Art htsioiy is usually of the “who dun- 
nit first?” genie. So, if you want, Fluxus 
was founded in 1961 by a group of artists 
indwfing Kam Millei; Nam June Park and 
Ben 'V^utier. 1 prefer the version of 
events given by sometime member 
Emmet ^^^Uiams in his book My Life in 
Fluxus arid Vice I'hsa. In 1962 Geoige 
Maciunas, a Utbuanian-boni agent- 
piovocateuT, said: “Let there be Hijxus 
and then there was Fluxus ever after.” 

Therecouldbaveb^noFluxuswidi- 
outtbeNewMosicofJobnC^thehap- 
penii^ of Yves Klem, the work of Jose^ 
Beuys or, of course, Duchamp and Dada. 
wnHams, who was later to be denounced 
for his “anti-collecdve attinide, excessive 
individualism, desire for personal glory 
. [and] piima donna comply”, is not con- 


cerned with the origms of the Fluxus 
spedcs. He likes Man Ray’s take on it all. 
“What could sound more natural and less 
pompous, more matter-of-fact and loss 
contrived, than simple assertion that 
he made Dada when he was a baby, and 
his mother roundly spanked him for it?” 

Certainly childishness, vaudcvillian 
humour and simfrie gags were part of the 
Fhixus eihos, Imt whai are all these 
Fluxus fossils doing in a galicry-like 
space? the idea to break down 

such institutions in the first place? 1 
wanted to ask Yoko about this but unfor- 
tunately the phone didn't ring whOe I was 
there, so I couldn't. If you are so inclined, 
it is easy enough to fit Fluxus into a tra- 
ditional ait-histoiy nairaiive which places 
this strange Uttle movement after Dada 
and as a precursor to conceptual art. 
video art and rninimalism. But maybe 
that's too serious. Think punk, situa- 
tionism, DJTY instead. 

Ono herself was misunderstood by 
other Ruxus collaborators. Her da Piece, 
in which she hmted an audience to cut 
her clothes was read as an exercise in 

female victimisation lalher than any- 
thing else. Yet ^ was ahv^ laughing at 
hers^ as weD as at the pomposi^r of the 
male art world. In 1967 she wrote 
“Humour is probab^ something that the 
male of the species discovered through his 


own anatomy. Bui men are so serious." 

CunainW* 6no was ridiculed at the time 
for both her art and her music. H> read 
Albert Goldman's book on Lciuion is to 
read an account of overt racism. Ono is 
described as “simian". There arc descrip- 
tions of her “pendulous breasts'* and her 
slitty-ev'ed inscniiabilitv'. Musically, how- 
ever. she has now been rcdiscmcred. ! 
went 10 see her summer tingjngwith 
her son Sean Lennon's band. TTiere she 
was. this 62-year-oId woman, still rocking 
out, still raajdng those weird Ixii notsea 
still singing songs about dying, abused 
children. My friend remarked at the 
time, is the youngest person in the 
room." And, in a way. she was. Now wc 
realise that, without Yoke, there oiuld 
have been no ^ork, no PJ Harvey, no 
Diamanda Galas. 

The aru however, is something differ- 
ent It appears naive, innocent whimsi- 
cal. are so used ioconceptual art that 
no one will be much shocked at anything 
they see in the Royal Festival Hall ball- 
room. Fluxus, with what Beil's called its 
‘^reIy open relationship to life... totally 
separated itself from the aesthetic cate- 
gories of the past”. It was open to the 
point of chaos. The idea was that “ai^'- 
Uiing can be an and that arnonc can do 
it”. Hie non-professional status of the 
artist was as important as reducing any 


“eommojiiv'* or “inMiiulioniil value”. So 
wc can an K' artbit'i. 1; has to Ik ^id lh.il, 
at mam Fluxus perfiimiances.iherewere 
more performers than artists. >\'hcre 
Fluxus w.a>i different fmm t^iday's art 
scene, houmer. was in its concerted 
effort lo break down national boundaries 
and in this it succeeded. 

If Fluxus has the life knocked out of it 
by trying to institutionalise iu then wc can 
see the* spirit of Fluxus tivJuy in Gavin 
Turk's blue plaques, in Sarah Lucas's Tmyt 
Fried Eg^ and a Kebab and in Douglas 
Gordon's .?V Hour Psycho. No one bolh- 
cm to ask any more “Ls it an?” Indeed, one 
definition of an is “Can it be »tld?” and. 
as evciyihinc can be sold so cvctylhing 
can be ait like the much-vaunted “death 
of the author’, we hove not witnessed any- 
thing like the death of the anist. they arc 
more culturally rewred than ever hefore. 
Ferhaps. us George Brecht WTOlc in 1964, 
“Fluxus encompasses c^i^xisites. Consider 
opposing it. supponing it, ignoring it. 
cluing yxNir mind.” 

We can change our minds but did it 
change the world? The aims of the Fluxus 
mani^ro wvre to “purge the world of 
bourgeois sickness" as well as to “promote 
a revolutionary flood and tide in an". 
Grand aims for a movement whose name 
was chi>sen tveause it meant “a flowing 
or fluid dLscharue from the bowels or 


A plOM OfttM 
Huxun action: 
‘CutPfoea’ at 
tha \tonalcM 
Concart Hal, 
Kyoto, Japan, 
1M4 <left): 

Ono parfonning 
‘VMea noco for 
soprano', Nsw 
\tork, C1961 
(cMtro);and 
Ono porfonnfaig 
Xut Pioea*, 
agMn (ri|0it, 
photograph: 
Minoru Nuzama) 


other pan, especially :ui exceKstvc and 
morbid dtseharge...” 

It Bi sad to see these gmo\y Sixiies rciics 
enc;i.sed in gl.nss. which they were never 
meant to be. Ben Vjuiier's box has 
painted on il “This box contains an idea 
si> important that il could change art”. Wc 
cimidn't i^*n the box ev en if wc had the 
key because the box is now an exhibit in 
a glass ease. 

Perhaps Lcnmui hit the imaginary nail 
on the bead and Fluxus was uhvav^s about 
banging imaginary nails into the coffin ttf 
the art' establishment. There are. in the 
Royal Fcsth’al Hull show, some real nails 
with which the real British public have 
pinned lo the wall TUbc tickets, nappies 
and Huln Hoops packets, They have also 
wrinen. amon^ other thin^ “Yoko, you 
aKvayswvre a Ixire and u Fraud”. "Vlltac's 
with’ the arses?”, “OPR - top London 
club", “The exhibition next d^r is bet- 
ter than this one". “Yoko Psycho" and 
“Adam, Fuck Me Now", It bruu^t a smile 
to my face, so it duln’l matter whether it 
was art or not. because here at last was 
something olive and funny and irreverent. 
Here was Fluxus. 

"iidto Ono and the Fbtxus Minvment': 
Wam-IO.S(^m daily, Rallrutmt, Main 
Rnvn Royal Feianid Hall, &wth Bank 
C cnw. London SEI, to 2S Mar 


1997... and counting 

in three years, 20th-century music ceases to be contemporary, Stephen Johnson 
meets the composer the BBC has drafted in to remove our fear of the new 


Igw Stravinsky listening 
to Robert Craft conducting 
his *Perse|dione’ at the 
BBC MaUa Vale Studios 
on 25 October, 1961. 
Drawing Judith De Beer 


T hose who know Radio 3 Controner Nidicrias Keo 3 Kra m^ 
have noticed a glint in bis eye in recent months. Is it gjee, 
or terror? Kxrtiably both: after all, he basset himself, and 
the BBC an extraordinaiy challenge for the next three years. 
Sounding the Centwy\ a grand survey of muse composed in ti» 
20th Centmy, begins tmnorrow night with a pecformteice of that 
ultimate ground-breaker, Stravii£lw's/?itfe!f'Jip«^ conducted 

by Rerre Boule^ and la^ until die end of 1999 - plus a “m^- 
ing ^er” celebration on 1 Januaiy 2000, w^ a mass premiere 
of new works by oomposezs from 20 countriesbrought together 
under the aegis of the European Broadcasting Union. 

As vet. not everythii^ is in place. At this stage* Sounding rite 
Cenaay still looks like a steacUh' unrolling cai^ with cotain 
elements in the pattern skctdied out in advance, others stfll wait- 
ing to be woven in. As with the BBCs annual Proms season, 
overall lesponability for what gpes into Scwn^ig the Cenoiiy 
has been banded ovct to one person - in this case, the com- 
poser Geotge Benjamin. But with just one person at the helm, 
the series offer a truly balanced overview, or will the selec- 
tion inevitably be partial? 

“It Shouldn't be partial,” says Benjamin - mindfoL no doubt, 

of the flack Simon Rattle reeen^ attracted w4ien he left Elgar 

and Vhnghan Williams out of his own personal survey of 2Dtii- 
centuiy music. Leaving Home, on Oiaxmcl 4. *But, equally, I 
havenY been asked here just to make a dog's dinner of eveiy- 
ihing. The project must have charactei^ flavour to it. Of course, 
aU the major currents of the centmy wfll be represented, gener- 
ously. Bm certam things wifi be ccweied which I think are impor- 
tant, which p^aps wouIdnY have featured if someone else h^ 
been asked. Plenty of people are siinpfy gainst modern musrc 
today, and if you'd asked X or Y to do il, ihqr might lave ^ 
out modenusm altogether -especially post-war modermsm. Bin 
the world would be so much poorer without some of tiiat musi& 
Yes, there does seem to be a growing number of people who 
want to pretend that ihe^Wi cenhuy hasnY're^ baj^iened - 
that it’s possible to treat the *1563* of God"; Schocabci^ 
serialism, modem science and moral relativism as some kind of 

a bad dream from which we can now awake and go on as befoit 

“les certainly the case in music,” Bexqamin agrees. 

a very femous conductor - a really big name - on ^ radio the 

other day saying that cveiythiog went wrong whh THstan. TTiere s 
a lot of narn^mindedness and a lot of nostalgia. I think one 
mustn’t underestimate the effect of the end of ibe millennium 
on eveiyone’s imagination. Think how most of us feel at the 
end of a year — the regrets as well as the attempts to look for- 


ward - and then trantiate that on to a I.000-year scale! That 
must be one reason wl^ people are more retrogressive than 
usual at the moment.” 

Retrogressive thinking - or just “Back to Basics”? (Well, we 
all know what happened to that.) But Benjamin's language does 
seem to imi^y a moral position. Does he that in music there 

are good and bad, “h^lthy” and “unhealthy” trends? “That's 
DOl the kind of tenmnolr^rd ever use x^en describing musac. 
The 5toi>' of ^Mi-centxiiy music is that dierc are dwerse strcarwi. 
Even ff you take the I9lh century, you And Mussorgsl^, Verdi 
and Wi^er working at the same time - all undeniably great 
opera composers and yet there's no neat wiqr you can group 
them together. The direisi^ of the 20lh centuiy is one of its 
unique riches - the breakdown of common conventions, the 
growing liberty of the individual in sode^ which is reflect^ in 
the arts- it's ^ to the good. It's partly for that rcasou that tlus 
is the century whose mutic I love the most, and my enthusiasm 
bugles over at the thought of being involved in a projea like 
this , arid hyin g mrepresern the centuiy fairiy. rather than impos- 
ing an overall view that must be swaUowed” 

One ^ the consequences of this ccntui/s increasii^ diversity 
is that it becomes harder to draw dear lines between High Art 
and Ftipular Art. It could al least be argued that some of the clas- 
tic jaaz recording the I9S0s and 1960s reveal a higher level 
of soifiifrtication than mudi of the mutic being “competed” now. 
IX)es Benjamin think the old distinction is worth retaining? 

“Aaaagh! This is one of the angui^ied topics of the 20th cen- 
huy. Is serious music created in a purist’s paradise of hermetic 
perfection, or do we prefer the postmodernist paradise of siin- 
ply embradng eveiytiimg? Both positions sound wonderful in 

theory, and are - uamlfy - extremely disaf^inting in prai^ 

lice, Yfoll be looking at the opening-up of the Western dasti- 
cal tradition to a wlrole load influences that hare shi^n it 
up - Baiinesc gamelan mutic; Indian, Chinese, African jazz... 
You couldn't possibly tgnore StavinslQr^ jazz music - but that's 
very much 'conqMsecf. 1 do rhinlr tfaerc's a difference 
between art music and other tiods of muski Thai doesnY mean 
that one is greater than ibe other, but I do strongly feci that 
there is an evolving classical tradition, and I don't see wtiy peo- 
ple need to put all the sfrands in one box.” 

So was Sounding die Century bom of a crusading .spirit? As 
so often, there were practical i^uences too: ] 997 sees the SOlh 
anrnveisaiy of the Amodab’on of British Onhestras (ABO), an 
organisation that, of course, i^udes the Bl^’s own five orches- 
tras, and it was in discustionsamongtlic ABO's recentiy formed 


Repertoire Group that the idea 
nationwide broadcast concer 
began to take shape. It meant. 6 
that the Philburmunia Orel- 
South Bank Lieeti festival Cioc 
Qouds (which M^ns on W^dne 
could Ik diaun under the I: 
umbrella of Smmding the Cent 
(Nice, by the way, to see so 
major projects still dev-cktping 
a smrit of co-operation rather tl 
that other, omnipresent C-word 
petition.) 

It was. says Nicholas Kenyor 
of Radio 3s year-long BriiisI 
Fainsa Isle in 1995 (Uxc PurccU l 
encoura^Mi him to go fur some 
“If there is one time to look hac 

is surely now," he .xoys. “And, with the resources of bnrjJca.xi 
and commercial recoitiing, we're able lo do so in a wav no other 
centu^' could havx* ima^ned. But if there is a kind of cnisud- 
ing spirit behind iL it's the desire lo diallenge the idea that mod- 
em music is a problem. Nobody's sining there haven't Iven any 
serious dangers this century - for instance, tiic way some music 
has lost touch with audiences. But now wc can see that am 
claims of a 'true path* or of 'genuine' 21kh<enlury music are 
just wrong. Sirauss. Puccini and Rachmaninov are just os much 
20th-century composers as Schoenberg, Strjvin^y and Bartv>k. 
and ihqrll be there too. Wc .should cel^raie the diversity, not 
shy away from it.” 

OiK of the biggest headaches, says Kenyon, is the peeing of 
this three -year celebration. “WeS'e pi to liccp the immicntum 
9 )ing - and wbai will the climax be? It's can- to pick out inJi- 
viduti h^ifights: the London premiere Buifiez's . . .aplosarje^ 
fixe... [tnte Riday. courtet^- of the London Sinfonictu at the 
Queen Elizabeth Halij: the Ligeti festiv al; the recital-surv of 

2ftb-Centuiy song. Sutgi^tlu' OTtitay; the pFemiere of NichoLxs 
Maw's new crora Stone's Choice: and the revh'aLs of Sir Peier 
ManreO David's Tanmerand Hons PfitznerY/Ubzmar - there's 
a contrast fbryon! But kee]^ a sense of overall shape and pur- 
pose is going to be a challenge. There's the question of talks, a 
documentajyteiies. debates, possible books or leaflets. .And then 
there are other Utile niggling questions like: wiU the South Bank 
even be open in 1999? And of course, this Lx supposed to be a 
nation-wide event - we mwan'l let it get inn metropolitan." 



But no mailer him- hard one tries, ii's impossible iu include 
everything ~ certainK not evezything being written now, 
C ertain living compi>sen< will be left out. and iiicviiablv there 
will he wounded nmtierings of BBC blacklists, or pcKonal 
veodettus. How ik»cs George Benjamin feel about inknn 
responsibility for that? “It bothers me a lot Alt I can say k 
that I take advice from ciMleagucs on what to include. And 
ihere's also what other people want lo play. It's a culiabora- 
lion. If an ensemble or an orchestra or a sului>n comes up with 
a convincing programme. 111 go with it. Still, you're right. Fm 
sore some people will be hurt. You can’t avoid it." Benjamin 
sighs so deepK that I feel a momcntuiy twinge of guilt for ask- 
ing the question at ail. He perks up. ihough, when 1 ask how 
it feels to he - albeit temporarily - an employ ee of the BBC. 
' Weird! It’s xirange to be on the other side. I'w paxsed from 
being a teenager, wondering if this massive edifia* will ever 
notice me, tu getting pieces broadcast, and now to de^ng 
who gets br»>adcasi* I've even eaten in the canteen. Well, it^ 
for a fixed lime. :uid then I'll be gone. Still, it makes you grate- 
ful that Radio 3 and its orchestras exist - hecatixe who else en»iM 
put on a project like this?" 

‘.bounding tht' C<muri’starts ZMJjpm tunumnv nith Pum Boulez 
emdueting the BBC Svmplumv Orche.’Oni in an nfi-ScnrvvuJtv 
fwa-cn bmadcau Ihv im BBC Radio .? and BBC2 front the Roval 
Festhal Hall, SBC. London ,SEl (017I‘%0 4242} 
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Jan Morris sifts through the myths of a city where history was as clear as mud 


T his is an academic work, by 
an associate professor at 
Princeton, dre^d up in the 
Yaie manner as a sumptu- 
ous coffee-table book. As such it 
will give pleasure to all classes of 
Venetian aficionado, except per- 
±ose who believe that Venice 
is Ul-served without some element 
of careless rapture. If you we^ of 
the style (Rrofes^r Brown is no 
John Julius Norwich) you will oer- 
taidy enjoy the lavish, varied and 
elegantly disposed pictures. If you 
find yourself ovemrhelmed by the 
mass of incidental evidence, the 
bold main theme of the book is sure 
to interest you. 

It concerns, au fond, the Venet- 
ian relationship with time. It starts 
with a plaque on a pulpit at Ibroello 
illustrating Kairos, the classical 
wheeled figure of OpportuolQr, 
being seized by the hair ^ a youth; 
it ends with a sculpted figure on a 
wall of Ca' Bembo, in the sestiere 
of Canareg^o. of a primitive hold- 
ing a solar disc, a figure of eternity. 
Professor Brown’s thesis, devel- 
oped with an infinity of scholarly 
aUusion, is that the Venetians more 
or less made up their own time. A 


Venice and Antiquity: the 
Venetian sense of ttie past 
by Patricia Fortini Brown, 

Yale University Press, £45 

people of opportunism from the 
very start, by trial and error, fraud 
and im^jnation, by grabbing the 
passing trance and ejqploiting even 
the most improbable diegory, they 
created in the end the myth of a 
City-State that seemed eternal. 
‘'Venice has preserved her inde- 
pendence during eleven oenouies’', 
Valtaiie wrote, “and 1 flatter myself 
wiU preserve it for ever^. 

The ori^al problem was that 
Venice started from scratch, os a 
community of people driven out of 
the mainland into the islands of the 
lagoon in (he afteraiath of the 
Roman Empire. It could ciahn no 
classical ori^ns, like most Italian 
cities. It was a mixed bag of 
refugees, with no civic claim to 
descent from Rome. This at least 
meant that it had no pagan roots 
either, so the obvious thing to do 
was to project itself as a Clmstian 
city of God Chroniclers learnt to 
emphasise diat the Venetians had 
been driven into the lagoon not by 


the Christian Lombards, but by the 
impious pagan Atdla, frequently 
portrayed with horns; and pr^nt^ 
the ffliiaculous discovery of the 
relics of St Mark, bursting a 
column in the Basilica, proclaimed 
Venice a genuinely apostolic dry. It 
had been founded on the day of the 
Annunciation - March 25, also the 
day when God made Ad^ - and 
there was obviously something 
providential about its peculiar sit- 
uation and ever-growing pro^ier- 
ity there in the watery wastes. 

The Renaissance, seducing 
Venetians as it seduced all other 
Italians, changed the perspective 
rather, and made pagam'sm fash- 
ionable agam. I^traicfa was all the 
rage in Venice. Now Venetian aris- 
tocrats liked to claim Roman pedi- 
grees, and it was often claimed that 
Venice was actually older than 
Rome, having been founded in an 
earlier form on the mainland. Like 
many another European people > 
even the distant Welsh - the Vene- 
tians toyed with the idea of having 
’^jan origins: did not (he very 
word “Venetia*' stem from 
“Aeneas?” They b^an to see antiq- 
u (9 in humanist terms - “shep- 


herds, nymphs, and verdant 
groves,” in Professor Brown’s 
words - and to imagine the earli- 
est lagoon settlers as pet^ie of 
Arcad^ virtue. 

Finally, in the heyday of the 
Republic the Venetians became 
less interested in their past than in 
their magnificent present, the ter- 
rific opportunities always waiting to 
be seiz^ the promise of everlast- 
ing splendour. They had made 
good use of antiquity, in creating a 
national myth, arid t^ were to lK« 
upKin its accretions until, 200 ^an 
ago tills year, it ail collapsed In 
ignominy. *7Vu‘ ocatpi ce madri”. 
General Louis Bara^iey d’HiUrers 
reported to Napoleoit, “fa rilk de 
V^ise, avec la 5e derm-brigade de 
batailie”: and that was that 

This is a pitifully inadequate and 
simplistic attempt to reflect what 
limice and Aririquiiy is aboot. The 
book is a pnxUgious assembly of 
frets, conjectures and illustrations 
conoeniiDg v4iat psychiatrists migbl 
call Venioe's efforts to find itself * 
and to project itself. Professor 
Brawn may not be the moA lucid 
of e^qjosiiors, but she is a scholar 
of stunning range and force, and 


she seems to grab the very idea of 
Venice, its very stones in fret, to 
shake ^e truth out of it. 

She finds evidence of the Venet- 
ian concern with antiquity in eveiy 
aspect of the place. Ste scours the 
diy for remains of the booQr, 
brought from Byzantium, from the 
Aegean, from the Italian main- 
land, by which the Serenissima 
tried w demonstrate its pedigree: 
not juA the familiar figures, mar- 
bles and Byzantine treasures of San 
Marco, but a mass of Roman tomb- 
stones, unnoticed pQiais and rdiefr. 
She describes the growth of anti- 
quarianism in the 14th centuiy, the 
gradnai absorption of classical 
forms and images into the Venet- 
ian aesthetic. She pursues her pur- 
pose through literature, art, archi- 
tecture, cartography, genealogy, 
even astrology, and if sometimes 
one is inclined to forget just what 
the purpose is. and she occasioaally 
has fo pause and renund us (and 
pertaa{» herself), nevertheless the 
virtuoso nature of the pursuit itself 
is a marvel to watch. 

She is at her best, 1 t hink, when 
she is discussing the particular 
Venetian truncations of time - an 


essential process, I suppose, in (he 
evolution of civic etetniQ^. I have 
always thought, for example, that 
(he portal of the Arsenale was just 
a flamboyant expression of Venet- 
ian self-esteem, a hodge-podge of 
motifr tumbled rather raffisl^ 
together. Professor Brown dis- 
sects It more exactly. It includes a 
date in Roman numerals recalling 
the d^s legendary foundation in 
421, a deliberate copy of a Roman 
arch at Pula, two pmrs of Byzan- 
tine columns, a standard 15th- 
century Venetian lion of St Mark, 
a scallop shell, a couple of deco- 
rative urns and sundi^ statues of 
pagan import all providing a cer- 
emonial entrwee to the centre of 
\bneuan naval power. In short, it 
turns out to be a kind of architec- 
tural index of Venetian historical 
pretensions. 

Or take Carpaccio's glorious 
JEntombmera Of Christ, beautifully 
reproduced here in the whole and 
in detail. Professor Brown uses 
this picture as an example of “con- 
temporuing antiquity” * muddiing 
rimi! again, riassiad mins are scat- 
tered about Che picture, along with 
riculls arul bones to represent the 


distant past and a culture long 
gone: but on a ridge in the back- 
ground, together with a flock of 
sheep, are two purely contempt^ 
raty figures, dressed anachronisti- 
cally in the 16th-century manner. 
One is a shepherd boy playing a 
pipe, the other a bearded scbolarly- 
loolting figure, a philosopher per- 
haps or a Renaissance poet, in atti- 
tudes so motionless, j«t so alive, 
that they might be interpreted as 
timeless. 

As it happens, timeless is what 
Venice always was to me. Despite 
the tourists and the motor-boats, 
the film festival and Harry's Bar, 
the old city still seems to inhabit a 
moment that is eternal. Professor 
Brown, in her remarkable and lov- 
ing book (for she clearly does love 
Vhnice, even if she does talk about 
influencing the articulation of Its 
urban environment) demonstrates 
thioi^out bow Venice's concept 
of time is reflected in its art; and 
nothing is more purely Venetian, to 
my mind, than the sflent hush, so 
curiously stilL confident and deiib- 
erate, that isiUmninated for ever by 
the Ugbming-flasb in Gior^one's 
The Tempest. 
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An Englishman 
aboard 

Dea Birkett on Chinese whispers 


Rie Mver at the Centre of the World 
tySrmon W/ntfrestef, \dking, £18 

T here arc rivers, mere .stretches 
of waterwhkh flow freely and 
look lovety. And there are 
rivers that arc highways, the Mis of 
our imaginations. The Yangtze, the 
wx>rld‘s fifth longest wateiway, is a 
river of this mi^ty kind. A battle- 
ground. a (ranspori route, a creator 
of legends, a killer in flood, it flows 
through the heart of modem China 
and back through the history of 
where East met. and fought. West. 

Simon Winchester was deter- 
mined to take im this ^anL He 
made the winding 4UUU-milc voyage 
from its gaping mouth at Shanghai 
to the headwaters in TibeL most of 
it in a first-lass cabin on a public 
ferry, unashamedly in searrii of 
another time as much as another 
place. What he .sees, and what he 
has read arc inextricable. Auden 
and Ishcrwootfs Shanghai is as pow- 
erfully portrayed a.s the neon and 
McDonald's of the city today. 

Tbe auUror ever} carries pho- 
tographs of the past, postcards of a 
land he wishes he was travelling 
through. He looks up from his 1931 
Siuq> of the Wind Moving Pagoda of 
Anqing, “its skins dicing deep 
into the river, a sailing junk passing 
gracefitU)' bdow'" to tte scene todw. 
with “office buildings ... iron 
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wharves . . . oily smoke." The note is 
one of despair, “ruin" and “ruina- 
tion" appear frequently. Pollution, 
ugly architecture, tree-felling, gr^d 
carelessness are among the things 
blamed for ruining the land of lus 
sepia snaps. 

But from out of this gloom shines 
Lily, a young and mo&m Chinese 
womaii. and the wisest choice of 
travelling companion. Uly is his fil- 
ter on China today. When he berates 
the Chinese for killing off the 
Yjmgtze dolphin, she in rum berates 
him. Save the dolphins or starve the 
children, she gendy reminds him. 

Through Uly, we not only ques- 
tion the author's interpretation but 
the very things he seeks. Inquiring 
after the anchor (yes, the anchor) of 
the British frigate HMS Amethyst, 
which paCroUed the river in 2949. the 
gateman at the Zhenjiang museum 
was adamant: there were plenty of 
Song dynasty pots and pans, but no 
anctor from a barbarian war vessel. 
Undeterred, Winchester strikes out 
to find relics which seem important 
ro him. Bur when he raised to give 
up his search for a forgotten memo- 
rial to the signing of the Treaty of 
Nanking in 1842, Uly readied the 
end of her long lethcr. ''Your bloocty 
British Empire again!" she wailed. 

With Lily beside him, he is 
instantly transformed from British 
bore to a funnel for every Eogian- 
der‘s vaguely formed hopes and 
fears for Oiina. Rather than losing 
our ^mpatiiy, he guarantees it: we, 
of course, would have made exactly 
the same mistakes. 

In this account with little hope. 
Lily Is our one U^t. But even this 
bc^n is smother^ for her own 
s^ty, Uty jsnot her real name. This 
sileodng of China's small heroes is. 
perhaps, the greatest sadness. 



Mythic meal: Greek pocn^anates photograph: Robert harding 


Macedonian blockheads 
and other Grecian turns 

Peter Levi is beguiled by an American in Paros 


Dimer wflft ftrsephone; (ravds in 
Gnsca by Patricia Storace, 

Granta, €17.99 


T o dine with Persephone is an 
extravagant fantaty, but X am 
sure that she would serve 
pomegranates as lush as those on 
the cover of this work - cut open to 
reveal the insides, as it were, of sea- 
urchins. One of ray earliest memo- 
ries of Greece is of an old French 
diplomat tranquilly diving for those 
black-thoroed marine be^bogs 
with his wife. Whenever they found 
oire. tiiey ate it fresh. The taste is 
piquant - like that of Patricia 
Storace’s book, which makes the 
Gre^ 7 remember seem a$ dull as 
a faded photograph. 

The writing here is like that in a 
magazine. Crania now or the New 
Ybriter as it was in Auden’s time: 
perfretty acceptable to pass an hour 
oi TWO, and memorable maybe once 
in 20 pages. The traveller is a New 
York poet of some wealth and 
eccentricity. She trots around many 
of the classical sites, though she is 
notyour old-frshioned PhilbelleDe. 
She crosses many glittering seas, 
and visits many shadowy islands. 
Paros is made of oiaifrle; Andros of 
stone and silk: and Storace has an 
excellent nose for the innocent 
nooks of proviociaJ life. 

&it she is modern, and a New 
Yorker. Her life in Athens often 
reminded me of the writer laktsis 
(a transvestite who was murdered): 
it's an accurate depiction of the 
lower reaches of the population, 
though mer^ a foreJgi^s and not 
as deep as that of the obsessed nov- 
elist. The New York element comes 


out in unexpected ways. Storace b 
knowing about whatever would 
interest an anthropologist (includ- 
ing mythology), but not knowl- 
edgeable. Yet ber sheer eagerness, 
her appetite for life, makes out of 
the year-m-Oreece exercise a vic- 
Corious book. 

The only classical text to which 
she is devoted is that of the dream 
interpreter Axtemidorus the Dal- 
dian - “the great Oneirocritical 
Master”, as Thomas Browne called 
him. Dreams are back in fashion 
whb NYinteUectuals, so perhaps be 
has been recently translated. 
Aitemidorus used to interest me 
because of bis occasional insig hts 
into pwtiy. He tells you it is a good 
omen if nymphs revc^ their breasts 
in a dream - as they do in Catullus, 
"standiqg up breast-hjgh from tiie 
white foam" when Peleus fiist saw 
Thetis. The result was Achilles, but 
old Professor Frankel said that the 
image reminded him of some 
frmous actress photographed in 
her bath. 

Patrida Storace’s year in Greece 
was an energetic one. She spoke the 
language, and endured many con- 
versations with blockheads al^out 
Macedonia. There are moments 
when she repsters a near migy as 
when she thinte how like pome- 
granate trees are to decorated 
Christmas trees, and when she calls 
retsina “wine’s equivalent of sea- 
water”. But she is enthusiastic 
enough to virit Eviytania, the most 
rugged and roadless of provinces 
when I was last there, with soldiers 
wlio had stood guard on bridges - 
for no obvious reason - for 25 
years. Travelling on her own, she is 


much subject to chance wooers, and 
records them all gleefolly, but 
scorns to record the physical hard- 
ships of modem travel, ^e hascon- 
veisatioDS whidi are seldom enlight- 
ening but almost ahv^ cast light on 
character - as on the ni^t th^ 
decide that Christ di^ not to save 
man, but to save God. 

The book has a climax, as travel 
books ought to have, 'fravelling by 
boat from Lesbos, ^ suddenly, at 
IstanbuL produces an aoe of trumps 
from her sleeve. More than one 
theme is picked up Ihere, as chil- 
dren in their finest clothes are off 
to be circumcised. She goes home 
by way of /^ens, and on the last 
night a friend reproaches her for 
having lived a year in Greece with- 
out seeing a blue ridea Tl^ watch 
a number together, including one in 
which a cofBn has an erection and 
someone makes love with it; *ihis 
must be what the angels do in 
heaven”. What would the great 
oneirocritical master make of that? 
Grind your teeth, Henry Miller. 

Wfaarlliked ateut this book was 
that it was full of pep. And I liked 
Storace’s sense of the langauge, 
“not voluptuous or lilting but stoity 
and earthy, a language foil of mud 
and volcanic ro^ and glittering 
piedous stones”. I also liked the 
well-told tragedy of a Kiphissia 
lady, so moving that 1 thought 
Storace could be a novelist more 
ttisily than a poet - but that. I'm 
sure, is because I do not know her 
poetry. She is probably the first true 
poet to have taken the Thasos feny 
since Horace ran away from the 
Battle of Philippi; and that isa go^ 
omen, at least 
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When Harold met Shelley 

Lachlan Mackin non contests a sober view of a romantic superstar 


Byroit The Flawed Angel ty Phyllis 
Grosskurth, Hotk/er, £25 


B yron was the first pop star. If the 

most agoifieant cultural sbift 
the early 19fii century was a dn& 
in ^nUk attend w»ts of 

art to the lives of artists, be was central 
t o tha t process. As the heir to a 
By/cm was called on &ozn binh to play a 
pubSc pole - but as the heir to no nKMiqr, 
beoR2lcta'tpi^t]tt<^e^peael& 
cavalier aront his ihetaiy i^anmge. gs 

tb<Higb afraid that wrhhig were SBDB^ 

higher form of beii^ in trade, bot it was 
thioi^ writmg thn he Av Ifiiih 

self a new fisnn of public identiQr. 

FlQdBsGrosskiirth'SaceoantofByron^ 
baefcgrnupd and ehjlri h fMM l iff *inmwwtatmA 
by the p^s nxtther. Hb frufrer was a 
spendthrift touS who died in erdle a4ien 
Bsiron was fonr. The marriage had been 
bleakly misesable and left no financial 
proieoion. Haridicapped by a dub-foot, 
the child was deeply self-consciotis: his 
motfaer’s gauche approach to her English 

relations constantly betrayed her provin- 
cial Scotdsfa iphru^l^ anrf alttifiiigh 
Byron seems never con^rielefy to have 
shaken off his accent bedidaObedMld 
to erase his natioiialin. Her devotioo to 
him was far greater than he conscious^ 
admowtedged, bm inay paitb^ eqdain the 
iiiesponsibfiiQf diomi by his having to 
leave -Cambiidge early with debts of 
£25,000—3 quite extiaaidinaiy sum in ar^ 
^e. An essmiliai insecurity meaiit that he 
alw^ had to live like a lord. 

Bj^onb citeles at Harrm and Cam- 
brid^ were bisezhal in orientation, and 
his early travels in GrcMe and Turley 
have a stroi^ly homosexual 
Giossknrth believes that be wasn't very 
highly seated, and thatTiis p mm fert ri i y u ias 
a search for the home be never feh he 
had, but this is not very peisuastfc. 
Behind her theory of the seaidi for a 
home is the irmi hand of Jreudian deter- 
minfem, and it seems wdnib' inappro- 
priate to a being as self-creating as her 
suigect 

However, Grosskurfii writes ^mpa- 
theticalfy about Byron’s affr^ with his 
half-^er Augusta Leigh and abrat bis 
naarriageto AmabeDa Milban]^ ff a r^- 
erence to women ‘^twitterxngf’ about die 
poet’s appalling marital behanonr seems 
one-ad^ she does bring out wdl how 
Arm^bdDa^ under her nx>tber*s aegjs, 
hardened into an avenging finy. %ion*s 
major motives for marriage were to 
escape the looming scan^ ^incest and 
to secure his fioaiues: he failed in both. 
He was alreatfy famcMis, the overn^t suc- 
cess of Oiilde Harcid in 1812 having 
assoied this. The poem’s morosely intro- 
^>ective hero was taken to ben mask for 
the poet, and Byron's own personalily was 
now a matter ^ piddic foscanatum. 

Byron's later y^irs in Italian exile, bis 
love-life and hu mvolvement with the 
SheUey cirdes are aS well doenmented 
here. One of Grosskmlh’s most siocess- 
fol re-oreadems of the poet’s world is her 
accoum of his involvemem wifo the cause 
of Greek independence from Ihric^ and 
hk joum^ to MMsninnghr "The role- 
playing - even in the most responsible 
- broke down in the effort to 
believe and to behave as diov^ every- 
thing were real, that he actually had a role 


to {^- altbou^ it was never 10 be 
revealed to him . she writes. Her descrip- 
tion of Byron's death-agonies at the age 
of 3d k haimiing 

Ncmetheless, this is a book mthcMit a 
plot. If we want to know where Byron was 
or what be was doingon a paniciilar day, 
it is a very Iwl}^ sr^, and Ptofessor 
Gro^cu^'s w<nk on the Lovelace 
^pers enables hier to give a much feller 
and more ciedSrle picture of AmrabeDa 
•than we have had before. Hie problems 
b^in friiea we want to nndeistand ^ron 
h i m s el f^ as the modvackm she offers sim- 


oSer a mnnher nf lamalwing hfnt< » liirh 

point to a veiy different pietiire. 

Byron's ’‘only seiwe of himseir*, she 
writes, was ‘iionned by the impres s fon be 
m ade on other pei^rfe’' (hence his fre- 
quent dieting, beca^ be was prone to 
obesiQr). This is the key 10 hk story, and 
ii expbjns something Grossksnh is baf- 
fled by. 

On 29 February 2814, ^on saw 
Edm un d Kean ]day Richard HI, and was 
overcome. “Constantly he talk^ about 
iZean and about Ridiard. His resem- 
blance 10 Hamlet's wavering unoeriain- 
ties was far moie marked, but it is intx^- 
ug that he could see a leflectimi of 
bmiself ffl Rkbard's evil twisted self, we 
are told, in November of the same yt^. 
at hk first meeting with iiisproqiecthe 
in-laws, ^ron ts found lafldng ^ut 
Kean’s actaig. 

In fact; Byron's fascination with. 
Ridiard JU makes perfect sense. 
Atrhongb his tendency to a passive drift- 
ing with events was at times maAed, 
Byron was not a Hamlet. Hamlet resists 
and lesems the iiuEgniiy of being drawn 
into lus Caller’s ghost's revenge-plot, an 
action which must circumscribe hu men- 
tal freedom. He wants to remain remote 
from the world, where Byron was deter- 
xninedty worldly. Richard, on the other 
hand, is a self-making and sdf-aware vil- 
1am v^chobses fo berome what he does. 
Byron was drawn to him because he too 
wanted to shape his own (kstjjw at what- 
ever C05L He seems to have suffeitMl from 
a free-floating sense of guilt, perhaps 
caused fay his failure to reqxmd to an 
excess of maternal love. By sleeping with 
his half-aster, he could give that ^lilt a 
real ctu^ arid nyllis Grosricurrii's book 
makes it dear bow centra! that relation.- 
shipwas. 

She also suggests that lus love for 
Pc^'s poems was “eidianoed by the fact 
that Pope was exiled”. Milliard Madc^ 
biogra^y of the latter points out that 
more painted, printed or sculpted miages 
were made of Pcqse than of any other non- 
royal person in ISth-centuxy England. 
Pope took great care that his defoimily 
riioold be concealed, and it seems likely 
that fas Doainpiilaxkm of his iinage was die 
precedent ftv Byron’s own. 

Byron’s comic masterpiece, Don Jium, 
is a conttnuatkm of the ^pe tradbimi of 
loring sathe (Byron loves Don Juan just 
as Po^ loves folinda in The Pope of the 
Lock) and the fullest erqrre^on of 
ByronVi pride in faisvijtuosiiy. The search 
for rbynte is an existeatial challenge, and 
Byron was far doser to the eristenlial man 
would emeige later in the century- 
in DostoyevslQr and in Nietzsche - than 
Phyllis Grosskurth’s rather pedestrian 
book can show. 



DetaB, ^fron after SMAmmiiig the Hellespont, by Sir WilBam Allan iroy miles aAU£RVBRinGEu%.s'> 


It’s my party and I'll lie if I want to 


Bernard Crick is disappointed by three faithful echoes of their masters' voices 


Why Vote Liberal Democrat? by 
William VI^Hace, Why Vote Con- 
senmfive? by David \Mfletts, Why 
Vbte Labour? by Ttmy Wight, 
Pe^uin, £3.99 each 


T he past 30 yeas have seen a 
remarkable revival of political 
rhinicing and pliflosopli^, but 
by academics and fior academics. 
Little of this political capital has fil- 
tered down to the general reader. 
f^>litical publishii^ other than for 
twraHi-mia- is a lii^risk business. 
Penguin's stedc has 167 titles 
under Politics in four columns 
( many ]jy dassic authors); ‘T'few 
Age” has 19 full columns. TbafS 
consumer soverei gn^ foi you. 

So this unholy trini^ of mani- 
festos is a timely venture into pop- 
ular political publislung: a 

dieap price, aim a uniform lenigdi 
of 100 pages, each title is wr^n 
with acc»5ible vigour. The idea 
was excellent the results are some- 
what disaf^xrinting, as th^ say. 

Ibi^ perh a ps the bright- 

est and best (tf the new mote 
weD on tlte faiscoiy of sodalisni in his 

academe days arid as joint eefitor of 
Miiimt Qtartfr^ often edifflrialised 
for cooperation between Labour 
and the Ubecal Democrats. None of 
thar appears here. He simply thn:^ 




So what's the Ug idaa, John and Paddy and Tony? The three wise statesmen q>eak no evil 


with more ri^ bools to strait lefts 
on UQT card. “Between 1979 ^ 1993 
the income of the poorest tenth 

dedined by neaib^ 20 ^ while that of 

the richest tenth increa^ by^^”' 

the Conservative record. Income 
differences and disabling poverty 
grew dtamadcalfy worse, mdusoy 

ran down to die braefit of Qqi spefr 
h en ce increased unemptoy- 
m en t and gover nm ent borrowmg. 
W nght iHfplaing well the paiadftCOf 
the anti-statist par^r that enh a nced 


the aibitiaiy powers of gavernmenL 

His pun^es are thio^ however, 
with padded gloves. Wright dis- 
cnsses.“ihe renewal and transfor- 
mation of the Laliour Party . . . 
undtf 'Ru? Blair- that has brought 
hope to all those who want a sensi- 
ble and radical party of reform to 
vote for and wlm understand that 
being radic^ a^ senrible do not 
have to be alternatives.” Don't 
paTw to ptfisle whetlier those two 
rital^andsTare ooiijunctive or dis- 
tinctive. A diapter beaded “New 
Lshour, Old ^^hles*' beckons, but 
the values are left a wee bit vague. 

Oi^ William ^Da^ for ibe 
Ub-Dems, body^atebes those 
abandoned triplets “liber^, equal- 
ity, fraternity” (friiiefa be calls *^oom- 
mumor”). VAight reddest quotes 
Yeats to the efito that l^b^ is 
“dianeed, chang ed utterh^, but 
stops non ofsajrag that “a te^te 
beaaQF is born”. Tbo much of his 
pan^det is on such a level of gen- 
ecai^ ciud truism wrestles with 
tautology. When it comes to policy, 
tiierision fiecones dstincdyblaired. 

1 smi ggie d to find meanii^ in 
Wright’s words on taxation policy - 
sore^ baac to the common good- 


Gordon Brown had not crossed the 
fodriconwhen Wiigbt wrote, but the 
latter must have seen the emnmit- 
ment to stetK tax leveb coming and 
trimmed hfe sails. But V^ight still 
flies a “stakeholtfiiig” colour, whidi 
seems meantime to have been low- 
er^ from the admird’s masL 
He is stronger for constitutional 
reform, but now has to saD aroimd 
the Todts (ri PR. So he raises the 
posabflity of “a ^em that makes 
all votes count”: Blaiiy code for the 
alternative vote, which is nm PR. 
His calls Ux a “civic vroon” and “a 
reqxmsible society” are heartfelt 
and aduarabte. But how is the gross 
inequality tlut neptes both to be 
tackled? “training”, h seems, and 
the one-off cure-all windftill tax. 
Wight qtttks well for aQ of us 
who WDttid do almost ariythzDg to gd 
this lot oin. Bat what then? I find it 
hard to shsare David Willetts’ belief 
in a hidden i agree with 

'91hHace that littie is prepared. 

Lord Wallace has an easier ride 
because of the looser rein up there 
in the other Haiife. The values he 
finds in a potted lii^iy of the Lib- 
oal Party (whidi jgnoe the stiU not 
irrelevam reasons for its collapse as 


a governing force) arc Ifeer^, eqi^ 
ity of opportuni^ and community. 
Tb move sodety that way is a mat- 
ter of moraUty and cHic reqwnsi- 
btli^, but also of economic stimu- 
lus tb aDow more equality without 
p^c. How? Here Wtilace agftes 
with Wright: by a mixture of oonsti- 
tulibnal reform and exhortation. 

However, he is clear and bold on 
the need for graduated and mar- 
ginally increased farcome ta.x. as 
“this election, like the last, risks 
descendirtg into a competitive auc- 
tion between promises of lower tax- 
ation”. Those are words Blair should 
have started saying two years ago. 
Wdlace could almost penuade me 
tQ-vote Lib-Dem, if I couida'i count. 
He is so clear and trenchant on how 
national assets have been squan- 
dered in the name of privatisation 
by a par^ that debases debate by 
i^IUng its (^iponents unpatriotic. 

David Willetts MP seeks to 
restore his fortuiies by stopi^ii^ his 
lads from figh^g the last war. 
Blair's party “has indeed dianged”, 
but New labour brings new dan- 
gers. Unlike Tl^ Wight, he draws 
attention to his previous books. I 
once reviewed hs Jkfodem Cimser- 


vatism (1992) warmly as a brave and 
inielli^nt faDure to bridge the con- 
tradkwns between Burkean tradi- 
tionalism and the aggressive fieu- 
markei ideology. These currents 
still pull in different directions. 

“Middle Engbnd”. however, 
knows that only the Ibries can rec- 
oncile “two desires, each deep- 
rooted and legitimate”: for “the 
fruits of economic success” but also 
for “the rootedness of kuig estab- 
lished socicQr''. The vuiXmjria can do 
what social theory cannot - even if 
most of 'IwoBrains* colleagues hm>e 
firmly come down on the of the 

fruits. Tradition demands we do 
not change the constitution, espe- 
cially as it is sofiexit4e (that it alkms 
Consenutives in power 10 do what- 
ever they want). All be adds to his 
<^d stuff are batteries of dodfy fig- 
ures, like an old Fabian in reverse. 

Above all else, “the party of 00 m- 
monsense” protects Middle Eng- 
land against “inteileetual fads with 
continental models” (except those 
of Ht^k, \fen Mises and the Bruges 
Group). All this is good, stout 
polexnical nonsense, bmt ix) worse 
than Wri^t or WaU^ in trying to 
present a picture of doctrinal unity 
within the party that is preposteroiis 
to common sense and ob»ivaiion. 

Perhaps the sheer uselessness of 
these three bools is signalled by the 
cover pictures oi their smiling lead- 
ers. Big Brother watches their 
authors. *A writer cannot be a 
member of a political said 
OrwelL who had just joined unc. 
Only free men and women can 
debme politics honestly, and exces- 
sive loyalty destroys the Ihuly, unex- 
pected quxikiness of what Orwell 
had in mind when he “wanted 10 
make political wiitiag into an an”. 
Rsrha^ there are no intcileauals 
left who could csqrlain why they x ote 
for their party wUh^ embarrassing 
the leaders of the tnoment 


I Can’t love ya 'cos 
jya phone's too big 

I E Jane Dickson doesn't want 
I to go chic slumming with 
i high-achieving New York girls 


j Sex and the City by 

i Candacb BiiShbeil, 
j Abacus, C 7.99 

S i,>nieiimes the 

dedication is ul! you 
need. Ulien you read 
Caitdtec Bushnail’s tribute 
to "Snippy, whit onev hit his 
tcdd|y hear” on the fiyleuf of 
Sex and the Cii\' ><ui iko e 
the measure of the wiHnun. 
Fo^*t the bulky title, forget 
the spiked heek wasing 
skywards on the dust jacket, 
i BushiialL a coluninisi on the 
.Vew V>ri (ihscnvr nviy 
come on like a regular 
broad, but at heart she's a 
mce girl from Conneclieut 
kKdung for Mr Right. You 
hope lo God that the Snippy* 
of the dciliealion is a boiui- 
I fide infant bur something 
tcILs you that he's probaHy a 
; 49-year*old marketing cxec 
I wnh a fractious hmer child. 

I “Why hme such saires of 
i lovely', gifted girls Married 
i impns.sible men'.'" asked 
I Rf^Tt Graves, and ^ and 
I the On pnisidcs an answer, 
j of sorts, for imr limes. In 
I Bushnell's Manhalian.the 
i kwe^' gifted girls are in 
I revolt. “New York." she 
I reports, “has bred a 
particular type of single 
woman; smart, atlractK’c, 
succssfui. and...nei er 
monied." This should not 
be Claused with the proto 
feminist rejection of 
iradilkmai roles. Bushnell's 
girl-gang is out there 
hunting. Blahnik-shod 
&io;hanies wilding the bats 
and boardrooiiLS of the city, 
but their expectations and' 
contemporaiy mating 
riluaLx, “as complicated and 
sophisticated as those in an 
Edith Wharton novel”, have 
rendered them 
unmarriagenble. 

“What if." postulates 
BudmalL “yxni're 4U and 
prettir and you're a television 
producer or ha\*c your own 
PR ccMnpany. but you still 
Ih'c in a studio and sleep on a 
fold-out couch - the Nineties 
eouK-aleni of Mary '^Icr 
Moore? Etcept. unlike Maty 
'^’ler Moore, ypuSi: ^me lo 
b^ with all those guys. What 
happens to those wximcn?" 

Well, you get lo drink and 
do dni^ a lot, go to 
launches’Sex clubs'loplcss 
bars (the nep/kfubra of chic 
slumming) and talk to 
handsome boys about 
trailisiiL. And if ytni're 
Candace Bushnall, you get 10 
do it all on expenses 


Stx iinJ i/w ( iui is a looscN 
edited ci^k*ciioii of her .Viw 
(Jl*5L-nvr column. The 
publishefs say it “reads like a 
novel in ^crLil format” hut 
this is iiplimisiie. Sketches til' 
uiban bfe cuuleM.'e into 
something like a narraibe in 
the hst thtnl of the KhvIc. hut 
allfhuigh we are told, that the 
drumaiLs pcnivuic .ire ‘thinly 

fietionalii*.si" wrsionN t>t New 
Wk movers and shakers, 
characters Ltrgeh' reireiin two 
dimensional exemplars of the 
“Take my friend. Veronh-a" 
school oi jouinalism. 

/Ul the ‘ume, there K a 
freak-show comptdsiveness 
about .Vci iirid 77it' f Vn The 
men are pouiy link* p.ishas 
who make Sid the .Sexist look 
like Can Grant. 'Tf you're 
mvt in ilie IooIls OhinpK> 
y\iu can IwvXMne .1 xetx 
mterusting person” ,ilb>ws 
one ckumei. while another 
ouK his riv.il with the 
withering put-down. “Your 
phone’s Iiki big." It beggars 
bebet tkil Bashnell'v iww 
breed of i'hTfiitiun would 
send these ninis out fiu a 
sundwirti. let ahme negiHuie 
them into nuuriage. There 
again, while we are constantly 
told how* smart and funny 
these gab are there is sc.int 
evidcncv of it in their 
dialogue iuuf BashiK'll's 
epignunm«iiic style tix> often 
fulls shy of the niurL 

Mtwbe \*ou have to be 
there.* M^'be it is Bushnell's 
cioseK' guarded sease of 
exciwiivencss that makes 
you glad you're not. Fifteen 
years ugi>, when C\nthia 
Heimel, also a New- York 
columnist, wrote 5ui Tips 
for Girls, aNiut the 
problems of finding u man 
in the metropolis, it 
became required reading 
for women from Hoboken 
to Huddersfield. Heimel 
drew you into a charmed 
circle of women who were 
KW and witty and laughed 
at themselves. You wanted 
10 be in her gang. With .%iv 
and the City the reverse is 
true. When Candnee and 
Carrie and their wispy. 
WASPy friends hove into 
xaew, you find yourself 
gutting as slidcn* eyed .ns 
they' arc. anxioasly 
.scanning the page for 
someone more rmcrusting. 

It is in the spirit of Heimel 
then, that the following 
advice is offered to 
Bushnell and her bunch of 
high-achiex'ing neurotics: 
Girls, get out yoursulves. 
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THE 


independent long weekend 



Independent 

choice: 


P ublishing hvpc has led to 
the mistaken belief that 
having your novel hit the 
shelves is. inevitably, a glilw 
experience. Acquaintances 
angle for invites to the launch 
partv. secure in the conviction 
ihot'fish-cggs. fizz and gathered 
media arc os automatic for 
novels by unknow-ns as they are 
for comedians, politicians and 
supermodcls. R^ieu's are, 
ditto, amsidered an inevitable 
consequence. Imagination 
paints a dinner-jacketed, black- 
freurked rush to the news- 
slunds: life thereafter, a 
corpulent round of interviews. 
It's a Broadway Melody 
scenario that has little 
resemblance to reality'. 

Back in reality, publication 
day is a crossing-lhe-Equator 
soft of event which, in the 
absence of all evidence, must 
be taken on trust. When 
hardback precedes paperback, 
gratified Inends inform you 
that, though they've looked for 
the novel everywhere, they 
haven't seen a single copy' in 
the bookshops. .\i such times, 
novelists frequently experience 
atavistic desires for a visible 
token of their state. An “rve 
Had A Novel Published" 
badge, perhaps, like the one 
that once said “I Am FKe." 

Only the chosen few get to 
pontificate to Mehyn Bragg. 
More likely is a spot on Radio 
Burgess Hill - “late nite music 
and chat to take us into 
Monday moming" - as the DJ 
asks questions inspired by a 
press-release. Or maybe, 
several weeks after the evenL a 
“Carshalton Girl Is On The 
Cover'' article appears in the 
local paper, playing up the 
parochial aspect at the expense 
of all other angles. There is a 
signing session, perhaps, at a 
small bookshop in a nearby 
town - two hours, with a coffee 
and Rich Tea at a fable 
unwisely placed in the of 
the Romance shclL Passing 
customers occasionally remark 
that they have a wonderful idea 
for a novel ihcmseh'es, which 
ihcv’d put on paper if only they 
had the time. Your father drops 
in and buys a co{^. So does 
your sister. You sign them. 

A review still eludes. Those 
same friends who couldn't find 
the novel in the shops Icam 
that the slating they so 
profoundly hoped yuu wouldn't 
get would still have been very 
much better than nothi^ at all. 
Eventually, a photocopied inch 
from the Oldham Evening 
Chronicle arrives from the press 
office, along with reassurances 
ihai Ihe CJiwnich has a 
sizeable circulation and is well 
thou£^t of by those in the 
know. .And the contents? 
Rapture und dcv’ostadon are 
bi>th equally inappropriate. In 
the manner of a horoscope, the 
review- could apply to almost 
any novel wriiien in the later 
20ih century. Except for one, 
terrible adjective. Wliich 
rankles. 

An aunt phones to say that 
your book is going down a 
bomb at the fihnirv on the Isle 
ofSkve. 

Catherine Feeny 

Cdihvrim' Feeny's timvl ‘Miaical 
Ciuiiry ‘ iv fViMisheJ in 
rupL'iivck h\' S*.vpnv next 


Philippa Gregory enjoys another combination of raunch and relatives 


Part of the Fumitiire by Mary 
Wesley, Bantam, £15.99 

M aiy Wesley’s new novel 
returns us to her vision of 
wartime England which 
A Camomile Lawn 
aiidi4 such powerful and 

individual books. Their uodeoiaUe 
aiqreal was partly caused by an uli^ 
syncratic view of wartime London - 
opportunist, light-hearted, randy. For 
those readers brou^t up on the 
belief that the ^iiit of Dunkirk was 
one of heroic sutiSma&m and self- 
denial, the view of waitime Britain as 
a place where a girt np from the coun- 
try could be assured of a good time 
was refresiung. 

The author was herself a young 
woman in wartime London, and 
part of the pleasure of her books U 
their sense of nostalgia, their 
authenticity, and the huge frisson 
which comes from reading some- 
one old enough to be a great- 

S lmother wrriting raunch. It's 
earing your great-aunt swear 
in theory you know she can do it, 
but when she does it's still a thrill. 

Part of the Furniture shares these 
hallmark strengths of a Wesley 
novel but the story strains the 
reader's credibility to the utmosL 
Juno Marlowe who has just been 
doubly raped by her ador^ cousins 
sees them off on a secret waitime 
mission and runs barefoot through 
the freezing streets during a bomb- 
ing raid. Grabbed by a complete 
stranger, she goes to his house and 
gets into bed with him, where th^ 
both fall asleep. Imag^e her con- 
stemation when she wakes in the 
morning to find him dead! What 
can she do but slide down the ban- 
isters and find her way to the dead 
stranger's father on his under- 
stafii^ icfyllic country farm, where 
she is welcomed with open arms. 

The rest is both predictable and 
so heavily signposted that even the 
densest reader might find their way 
through to the typically Wesleys 
happy ending. In Wesley’s erode 
mo^ economy, unsympathetic 



Still haying fun after a long and sensWe lifK Mary Weoloy PHoiooRAmMATiHEwimoiiscore 


characters are punished by death or 
celibacy, good people are rewarded 
with lashmg^ of sexual pleasure. 

The stroigth of this book and the 
others in the trilogy is the iiiipressioa 
you gain that they were conceived as 
a wtole. Never is a character intro- 
duced and then forgotten; even the 
walk-on parts will walk on else- 
where. B^use of this, the novels 
beoimie powerfully persuasive. A girl 
who has an Aunt in one of the nov- 
els will sdll have an Aunt in another. 
More intricately, another novel may 
feature the Aunt, who will refer to 


her niece. If s a technical poin^ pa- 
baps more inteiesdng to other writ- 
ers than to readers, to it shofws the 
care Wesley invests in these novels. 

For the casual reader the benefits 
are very great The novels create a 
persuasive world of interconnected 
reiadonships, very like reality. This 
is perhaps why one forgives Whsl^ 
the absi^ly of events. The bombs 
which fall Imt don’t explode, the 
accidents, the coincidences, the 
missing letters, the surprises of love. 
She does her backgrounds so 
superbly that one can forgive the 


silliness of the foreground stories 
and the stereotypical characteis.'Ihe 
beloved D^n landscape, the pet 
and eccentric members of county 
sodeQr cany the reader happily to 
the satisfyitig end. 

This is not her best novel: Juno 
is too superficial, her story is too 
lucky, to engage foe reader, unlike 
Pop^ Carew or Hebe in Wesley’s 
previous novels; but the many 

lions of fails of 7^ Comomife Lom9i 

andy4 SotabkUfs are guaranteed 
foe pleasure of meeting old friends 
and discovering new connections. 


Wind-swept orphans in Illinois 

Nick Kimberley finds a genuine sense of pain in the chronicler of Main Street, USA 


Ail foe Days and Nights and So 
Long, See You Tomorrow by 
WHIiam Maxwell, Harvill, 

£10.99 and £8.99 respectiveiy 

W hat noise do clocks make? 
'Tick/tock dckAock”. And 
horses? "Clop, clop, clopiy 
clop". And how would you desert 
foe Outer Hebrides? They're 
‘^vind-swept islands”. It's obvious. 
Rather too obvious, you might 
think, yet in William Maxwell's fic- 
tion, these arc the noises docks aiKl 
horses make, and poor orphan girls 
do indeed come from the "wind- 
swept" Outer Hebrides. For 
Maxwell, the obvious is not neces- 
sarily to be scorned. 

lb an extent, that's because his 
subject matter is. precisely, the 
obvious - those small incidents 
that make a life: and then those 
small lives that make a community. 
Maxwell's community is very spe- 
dfic; Lincoln, the town in Illinois 


where he was bonr in 190$. It is 
where Maxwell's imagination is 
most at home, preferably in the 
past, which always bemg plowed 
under”. His fiction is a means of 
preserving some of the shards 
turned over by that plough. 

The distance between narrator 
and author, even in autobiography, 
is always difficult to judge, and 
Maxwell intriguingiy makes it more 
difficult Over and over again, he 
tells us that his mother died when 
he was a child; that his father was 
in insurance; that his elder brother 
got his leg trapped in foe wheel of 
a buggy, and had to have it ampu- 
tated. We presume these details 
represent autobiographical fact, 
but as Maxwell writes in the 1991 
story “The Front and foe Back 
Parts of the House”, this is only a 
starting-point; "Early on in the 
wri[ing...the characters took over, 
and had so much to say to one 
another that mostly what 1 did was 


record their conversation." 

For 40 years. Maxwell was an 
editor, mo^y of fictioa, at foe New 
ybrker. He he must have come into 
contact with acres of well-scrubbed 
prose, and no doubt he did some 
scrubbing himself. Unsurpriringly, 
his own fiction would sit well in the 
New ybrker, where foe novella So 
Long, See ybu Tomorrow frist 
appeared. Throughout the two 
books, the tone is moderate and 
well-behaved, like the characters. 

In Maxwell’s coUected stories.i-Itf 
the Days and Nigftts, that eventually 
becomes oppressive as we find our- 
selves in a comfortably detached 
small town where a house might 
have a two-car, or even a five-car 
garage: and where coloured maids 
are commonplace. This is a placid, 
comfortable world in which all is for 
the best, even when it goes wrong: 
"I think if it is true that we are all 
in the hands of God, what a capa- 
cious hand it must be.” 


There is a kind of coinplaceni:y 
here that So Long, See Tbmor- 
Tow manages to undercut that 
most reliable device, a murder - a 
passionless CTvrtepossuvie/ in which 
a poor fanner exacts revenge for his 
w&’s adulteiy by killing her lover. 
The murderer’s son, a fnend of foe 
narrator, is whisked aw^, and a few 
years later our storyteller meets him 
at school in Chicago; but foe two 
pass each other by without a word. 
That failure of compassion haunts 
him into adulthood. He tries to 
make sense of it by imagining foe 
events leading up to foe mmSor. 

.There are times when 
Maxwell's characters seem to be 
living foe placid, mildly neurotic 
lives lampooned in New ybrker car- 
toons, but in this novella there is 
a real sense of pain, of lives that 
go wrong and how we struggle to 
cope. For that Fm prepared to live 
with clocks that tick-tock and 
horses that clop-clop. 


audio books 

by Christina Haidyment 

vou can enjoy every word of 

Robin Bailey's gentle, imcnw 
reading of this famous novel. 

Poetry is a delight to have by 
one while trawUing. but it ^ 
be much more easily 
on tape than prose. 

Poems (HarperCol|m.s -5^ 
£8 99) is a curates eg^ but 
brilliance easily outweighs the 
occasional dud and its aston- 

ishing cast of readers and man.- 
Muvirrtinns make It 3H 


A udkfoooks are, much 

foan the written word, “the 

woids of a dead man inod- 
ified in foe guts of the living", as 
Auden puts it In “In Meraoiy of 
WB Yeats”. Badly done, they are 

infuriatiiigly mhusive on foe inti- 
mate Hied t&e between bo^ 

and rrato. But converts to audi^ 

books know how murii added 
value can provide: readers 
who enrich thrillers vrith sufr 

pensefiil menace or tUuminate dif- 
ficult texts with lucid emphases, a 
pamiftis dr^feed through daunt- 
in^ lonEriafiSi^^j opportunity 

to hear a great aOtor or, most fefr 

cinatiiig of all, the voice of the 
aufoor himselL On journeys they 

are espedally attractive, foorten- 

ing foe Urnfftotrs of motorways, 
one to sleep in strange 
hotel rooms. 

There is no more compan- 
ionable book on earth for the 
solitary traveller than John 
Steinbeck’s Tkavels With 
Charky (Penguin, unabridged, 
C.8 his, £12.99), and since it is 
foe tale of a journ^ at foe 
wheel it is ideal driving fodder. 
When “foe virus of r^tless- 
ness” assailed him, Steinbeck 
took off from Long Island to 
tour America with his giant 
poodle Charley in a van con- 
verted to his own specifications. 
He discovered an America 
more eccentric, benign and 
human than anything that hit 
foe headlines, and foe wry wis- 
dom with which he views human 
nature remains ineradicably in 
foe mincL Gary Sinise's voice 
occasionally has a soporific 
quality, but be is an excellent 
Steinbeck soundalike. 

'The most classic of all jour- 
neys is of course that of the 
“man of many wiles" Ulyss^ to 
Troy and back way of Ci^, 
Cyclops and iimumerable trials. 
For non-classicists it has alw^ 
been a daunting prospect, but 
Homer’s Odyssey (Hodder. 
c.9his, £25), gives us the com- 
plete text in unusually accessi- 
ble form. This version is read 
with unflagging excitement and 
'sensiriviiy by Derek Jacobi in a 
translation by Alien Mandel- 
baura which avoids arebaisms 
but retains all foe thrilling 
rhythms of the ori^al. 

Dante's journey into the 
underworld is a different kind of 
classic journey, an allegoiy of 
pairt and future ages. H^thcote 
Williams reads The Inferno 
4 hrs, £8.99) with a husky 
intensi^ that bad me spellbound. 
Benedict Flynn's translation does 
full justice to the original and, as 
is usual with Naxos's always 
rounded and thoughtfril produc- 
tions, contempora^ music adds 
drama to the reafong. 

The calm, clear-e^ heroine 
of Neville Shute's A Ibwn like 
Alice (CUve^ 10 hrs, £15.95) 
also makes a journqr to hell and 
back in wartom Burma. Shute, 
a master stoiyteller, is rightly 
enjoying a return to popularity, 
but avoid the two cassette 
dramatised abridgement of the 
book just been released by the 
BBC. It really is worth buying 
this excellent complete version. 
Then wait for a long haul so that 


historic recordings make 
absolute must have. What 
ETcater added value could there 
be than T S Eliot, Auden, 
Hughes and Dylan Thomas 
reading their ow-n 

Karloff intoning Kiphng s ir 

and SybU Thorndike ecstau- 
caily emoting “The La<fy of 
Shalott"? Ralph Richardson 
makes Blake's “^ger lazily ter- 
rible, James Maron puts incal- 
culable menace into Brown- 
ing's “My Last Duchess" and 
Diana Quick show us just why 
“Aurora Leigh” was a .sensation 
in its day. It is an especial treat 
to have Burns and Yeats read 
with foe Celtic lilt they deserve. 

Fmallyand most unmissable. 


TO WAR WITH 
WHITAKER 

TUfa «AimMe oujuLs ot Tire 

aWNTTiBOr'ltANFUJILV 



Pick of the week 

To Whr with Whitaker 

by Hermione, Countess of 
Ranfurly 


Patricia Hodge reads To War 
With Whitaker (Chivers. c.i,l 
hrs, £16.99) with all foe pluck 
and panache that its extraordi- 
nary aufoor, Hermione, Count- 
ess of Ranfurly showed in her 
six years of wanderings through 
wartime Africa and Europe with 
a revolver tucked into her gir- 
dle, wheedliitg her way through 
the labyrinth of wartime 
bureacuracy in order to achieve 
her ambition: to stay as close as 
possible to her hufoand, and, 
wfoen he was taken prisoner, not 
to return to j^gland until he 
did. Besides being a trusty 
blade-straight mate, Ranfurly is 
a bom diai^ and a natural yam 
spiimer, whose humour and 
ebullience delight foe ear, but 
who can also be treasonably 
frnnk about the major person- 
alities in foe confused theatre of 
war that we glimpse behind 
Bogart’s Cnsablanca. Arguably 
foe star of the show, is the 
short and portly Whitaker, the 
Ranfurlys’ English oook-butler 
who also refoses to be left 
behind and carries on intrepidly, 
whether crossing the desert 
perched on the luggage of the 
Baby Austin or rianring boomp- 
sadaisy with his ladyship. 


Paperbacks 


A realistic rector’s wife 


By Christopher Hirst 


The Brimstone Wedding b}' 
BarKirj Vine ^Penguin. £5.99) 
Tliv reader is sucpi along like a 
twig in u lorreni Iw this account 
of tuo doomed love affairs 
'ieparaicd by decades. Jenny, a 
superstitious eare-ussislani in an 
old people’s home, is 
approiiching Ihc 13ih year of a 
Io\'ciess murriuge when she 
strikes up u rapport with Stella, a 
resident sufTcring from cancer. 
Bit by bit, Stella reculLs the 
terrible events which freed her 
lo\ er but dcsiroyxHl their 
reldikmship. In her razor-sharp 
depictions of both Character and 
milieu. Burbura Mnc (alias Ruth 
Rendelll is utterly convincing 

Hoincbind In* Barbara KingmK'cr 
iPabuT. £S.9U) These shards of 

.■\nierreun htimc-lifc ho3i‘e 
.iitnicled the soaring epithet 
“Chekm-iiin" from the New York 
Times but that is m'erstating the 
Ciise. Many of Kingsoivvr's stories 
are akin to diary entries of a 
pbvuirarly traumatk nature - a 
ear-crash, a near-drowning, on 
unrest on a piekct-lipc - but the)* 
are strangely lacking in focus, 
despite her fine, laconic dialogue 
and eye for foabhy detail She 
writes with great tenderness about 
sticicty's ouLsiders. hut, laudable 


though it is, this kind of material 
docs not make for addictive page- 
turning. 

Iriist by Francis Fukuyama 
(Ringuin, £12J0) Despite its 
daunting bulk and title, this is a 
stimulating read. Fukuyama's 
enlightened thesis is that "a 
healthy and dynamic civil society" 
- in other words "trust” between 
indK*iduals and institutions - is 
vital for stable prosperity. Overly 
wntralised states have trouble 
achieving this; so do those v^-herc 
any institution larger than the 
family is distrusted. The author 
cites foe example of Wang 
Computers whose fortunes 
plummeted as a result of "blatant 
nepotism”. This wide-ranging. 
Iiidd work is a welcome rebuff to 
extremists of both ri^t and left. 

The ^istiians by Gordon Brook- 
Sh^herd (HarperCoUios, £8.99) 
Britain's greatest expert on 
Mitteleuropa has condensed a 
lifetime's research into this history. 
Austria's imperial past is 
delineated at a cracking rate - 
from Charlemagne to Mcticmich 
in 60 pages. The pace slows for foe 
momentous events of our owti 
centuiy in which this pocket-sized 
state played such an cjqplosively 


Can you write 
a winning 
short story 
for 6-9 year-old 
children? 



r^T nuss The Tabloid next 
L/rhuraday for details of the 
1997 Sto^* of foe Year 
competition. First prize is 
£2.000. with £500 for the two 
runners up - and to celebrate 
the competition's fifth birthday, 
we will be awarding a special 
trophy to all three. The winning 


story will be published in the 
Independent Magaane, and foe 
top 10 stories wi^ appear in a 
specially commissioned 
anthology from Scholastic 
Children's Books. So sharpen 
those pencils - and find out on 
Thursday about another 
celebrity's bedtime stories. 


catalytic role, {fortunately for all 
ainccmed, the last half-centuiy 
has been remarkable for its lack of 
drama, thou^ the author notes 
how foe Waldheim <rnnHal 
shanered .Austria's complacent 
view of iiselL 

Howard Hughes: the untold 
story by Peter H Brown arid Pat 
H Broc^ (Warner, £7.99) Rich 
bwnd belief. Hughes was <mce a 
formidable opmtor. But by 1951, 
his aides were issued with a “nine- 


point programme for opening a tin 
of pe^hes." His harem of starlets 
had similar rules: no feg-foavir^ 
and no pork (“Howard bated to be 
in bed with women who had gas”)- 
His celebrity lovers ranged from 
Ava Gardner to Kate Hepburn. 
Doubtless the “millions of 
dollaisworth of jewels he threw at 
their feet“ helped foem oveifook 
any character defe^ Despite foe 
aufoois* a£Siduous research, foe 
man remains a mystery - perhaps 
there is little to know. 


Michael Arditti 
hears confessions 
of a cassock-ripper 

The Bsieffts of Passion 
by Catherine fix, 

Hami^ ffemi/ton, £16 


F ar from encouraging feelii^ 
of dread, invitations to vic- 
arage tea-par^ in Gatefoead 
must be highly prized - at least in 
the parish where Catherine {fox’s 
husbeod is vicar. If she serves foe 
same mixture of wii charm, per- 
ception and raunch in her String, 
room as foe does in her prose, th^ 
must be the best parties in town. 

Annie, foe engaging heroine of 
her second novel is a J&ramething 
ordinand, scarred by her dour non- 
conformist background, training at 
an evangelical theolo^'c^ coU^^ in 
a thinly veiled Durham. Coverdale 
Hall could not be more different 
from the Aziglo-Cafoolic hothouse 
of A N WDson's Unguaixled Hours, 
and Fco^s first achievement is to su^ 
tain interest in a group of chara& 
teis with such fuiu&mentalist views. 

The best (former midwife Murid 
and 50-something Ted) are wortlB' 
but dull; the worst (ex-army pfik?er 
Edward) is full of passionate inteo- 
rity. Rrx is en^Uent at capturing the 
stolid bigotry of Edward, a man for 
whom bible-bashing is little diffei^ 


ent firom square-bashing, who 
believes that imagination is a prod- 
uct of the {folk and who uses the typ- 
ical evangeUcal trid; of substituting 
alliteration for logic, as when divid- 
ing sennons into sections such as 
“n^r, Praise and Perseverance”. 

Annie is an alien in this world. 
While her study group discusses 
“God and Calling, she fantasises 
alrout having sex with an entire 
rugby team. Having been celibate 
for 11 years, her libido is panting 
at foe leash. Indeed, she pictures 
it as Libby, a dog on beat (and Fox 
obtains much comic mileage when 
she finally takes it for a walk). She 
attempts to ease her frustrations 
by secretly writing cassock-rip- 
ping romantic fiction. 

Her heroine, Ifobella, has “all foe 
directness Annie lacked”. She is cat 
to Annie's mouse, and, in turn, she 
pl^ cat and mouse with a hand- 
some ordinand she meets in Cam- 
bri^. Their cia^ courtship has all 
foe eneigyandexdtementof a das- 
sic Hollywood com^. 

Ifox handles the different fictional 
modes with great ^)|omb, foowing 
foe mai^ uses to which Annie puts 
her writing. At times, she trans- 
mutes experience without realising 
as when she meets a gynaecologist 
whom she has inadvertent^ used as 
foe modd for Barney. At others, she 

steals from her friends to ^ to her 
characters. At her most desperate, 
writing becomes a means of revenge, 
as when she deddes to (nit a stun- 


Ding-IookiDg hostess in her nett 
book “and gjve her peptic ulcers”. 

The fictional parallels become 
more complex once Annie meets 
WU, a doctor-friend of Edward's, 
and behaves with a pagainn chat was 
preriously foe preserve of Isabella. 
^ ordinand to her finger-tips, she 
is racked by guilt She even prays 
that the Second Coining will occur 
to prevent their sleeping together. 

The Benefits of Pinion is a 
^Ughtfril novel: fiinoy, life-entumc- 
ing and humane. Its feults lie in a 
certain lack of weight: for ail Annie’s 
doubts, there is no serious theo- 
logical debate; nor any real sense of 
the darkness foai must be the test- 
ir^-graund of faith, ^me of the 
men come straight from stock. Will 
and Boni^, in (Articular, are little 
more than dashing bunks. 

Knowing nothing of ciaiherine 
Fox but her press release, it is 
impossible not to identify her, in 
pan, with her fiction. One scene, 
where Isabella, sow married to a 
curate, serves an obscenefy sha()ed 
6»zf/ Wellington to a bishop and 
his i^e. only makes sense if Fox 
is showing foie same propensity for 
fictional revenge as her central 
character. But who cares, when it 
is the funniest meal graced by an 
^iscopal personage since Stephen 
Fry's The iT^opotamusl Al^e 
all, she display a genuine abilify 
to make religion palatable for a 
secular a^. Forget The Rector's 
Wife\ this is foe thing. 





Uganda spills on to Lake >^Gtoria In the form of the Ssese arehlpelagp of 84 Islands. Reminders of Amin’s brutality are never far awa^ below 

In the wake of Idi Amin 

The legacy of the reign of terror keeps Uganda off the tourist map. But for those 
who make the journey, the islands that pepper Lake Victoria provide a dizzying 
arrayof all that Africa has to offer ... including its dangers, as Anna Borzello found 

A lthough Kalangala. the admiais< lake and ofi^ore islands. There is not the labels proliferate and even the plant Muganda - the central Ugandan tribe were a Danish couple en r 
trative centre of the Ssese islands, much action, except tor the TV set At pot is labelled “planr. My bedroom, with which has historic^ dominated the eco- nis to demonstrate Tanzai 
IS less than 60 miles £rom Kam- nij^Lbehchesaresetupoutsadeashopand its ammal skin, religious artefacts and nomicandintelleciualllfeofthecoimtiy. the "local people". The hosi 
palaL it took us eisdit duneerous a vocal audience eadiens to watch 77uzr's hmrsemles(*'NowmnB«ex’’'t fplta^ifsi oi.'Onilnn 'pMu T Im.mI 
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A lthough Kalangala. the admiois< 
trative centre of the Ssese islands, 
is less than 60 miles from Kam- 
pala. it took us eight dangerous 
hours to gel there. Four times, the ^ pas- 
sengers had to clamber out of the back of 
the pick-up to lighten the loud, leasing only 
the sacks of grain, branches of mafoke 
(unsweel han.Tnas, a staple of south 
Uganda) and a fraQ old woman clutching 
oiT to the edge of a coffin for support 
Just before reaching the feny stage, the 
vehicle stopped next to a rundown house 
where, on the grass beside it a group of 
women were ctying. TTien the coflin was 
lifted over the passengers' heads and off 
the pick-up. whereupon the women began 
ritually wailing and clasping their hair. 

“The man They are crying for fell out 
of this pick-up yesterday," explained the 
schoolboy crushed against my knees. 

Sseso. an archipelago of 84 islands in 
the Ugandan waters of Lake Victoria, has 
only 16.01)0 inhabitants, and is one of the 
Icss-visiied circuits for independent trav- 
cUlts although Lonely Planet included it 
in the third edition of its guide to East 
Africa in 1W4. 

Uganda, which still snilTcrs from its 
ossociaikm w iih the long-gone dictator Idi 
Amin, uiirucls few travellers. Ssese. by 
virtue of its inaccc.ssibiiity. gets e\'cn 
fewer. In Kalung.Tla police station - a set- 
tlement of tin huts, loose chickens and 
courteous offtcers - the visitors* book in 
which all lourisLs must register, dicks back 
to 19^2 in a few pages. 

Kalungalu. on Bugalu islund. b a tin>'.set- 
tlemcnu its buildings spread spaciously 
along the dirt-red road which overiooks the 


lake and ofishore islands. There is not 
much action, except tor the TV set At 
nigfit. behches are set up outride a shop and 
a vocal audience gadiens to watch Vua's 
Life Mwattu, a popular Ugandan soap. 

Most visitors stay about five days, row- 
ing on the lake, walking through veivet- 
fiUed forests, or cycling along the quiet 
lanes. Paths pass through poor mud-and- 
thatch villages, and the islanders greet vis- 
itors politely. Iburists are still rare enough 
to have had little impact on the lifestyle 
of the blanders and only a dny handful 
have tried to capitalise on tourists as a 
source of income. 

One of these is Mr P T Andronko - the 
heart of Ssese’s tiny tourist industry, and 
now, since hb oddities were mentioned by 
Lonely PianeL an attraction in himself. 
Thb eccentric 70-year-old islander, with hb 
luminous green Wellington boots and 
gasping, eager speech, has a manic urge to 
label eveiything in hb tourist lodge as if 
he b trying to teach its inhabitants to read. 

Outside the lodge, clouded by a noity 
tree drooping with the weight of hundreds 
of yellow weaver birds, is a sign for a car 
park - a misnomer given that there arc 
few cars on the bland, none of which 
belong to Mr Andronico. 

instead, the tiny shack houses rickety 
bicycles which are hired out with a map 
indicating the major landmarks in Mr 
Andronico *s life: the school where he 
taught: the improbable parish church - 
peitoctly Victorian except for its corru- 
gated-iron roof - where he funded the 
latrines: the village where he was bom. 

In front of Mr Andronico's lodge b a 
dustbin, helpfully labelled “bin". Inside 


the labels proliferate and even the plant 
pot b labelled “planr. My bedroom, with 
its ammal skin, religious artefacts and 
house rules (’'No wrong sex"), felt as if a 
mad old lady had recently died in it. 

Mr Andronico’s frill creativity, however, 
is let loose on the dining room walls, 
where hb personal hbtoiy and political 
prejudices flourish freely. Ex-presidents 
Idi Amin and Milton Obote are there, the 
phrase “killer murderer” inked beneath 
them. The current president of nine 
years, Yoweri Museveni, fares better. 
His annotation; “Peace Bringer". 

There is no doubt, judging by the curl- 
ing ^ture of the Kabaka, the Buganda 
king reinstated by Museveni two years 
ago, that Mr Andronico is a fervent 


AFRICA 


Muganda - the central Ugandan tribe 
whiw has historically dominated the eco- 
nomic and mtelleciual life of the oountiy. 

Underneath these pictures, the evening 
meal (plates of groundnut sauce, flsb stew 
and sweet bananas) is eaten with Mr 
Andronico, his son and interested towns- 
people. In our case this included a local 
jQurnalbt who came every evening to 
share “hot tips". He seemed eager for 
company, not surprising ^en that there 
are Um young people in Ssese. Most chil- 
dren go to the mainland for school, and 
by the time they are educated there b lit- 
tle point in coming back. 

Ssese is usually ratty empty. The police 
came to tell us when another traveller 
arrived, and the only other tourists we met 


Kampala 

S 


were a Danbh couple en mule to Ihnza- 
nia to demonstrate lanzanlan dances to 
the "local people”. The hostel is rarely frilL 

Few Ugandans travel to Ssese. Thb b 
not simply because there is Little domes- 
tic tourism in L^ganda, a country with a 
per capita income of £150 per month and 
only a tiny middle class who prefer to 
“travel out” for their holidays, but because 
Ugandans, most of whom can't swim, are 
terrified of the lake. 

Their terror b justified. On the retum 
journey, four hours by fishing boat rather 
than the more roundabout road-and-ferry 
route, many of the regular commuters, 
aware that an overloaded boat sunk that 
weekend, packed orange life ja^ts in their 
briefcases. Passengers were carried one by 


one through muddy, thigh-deep water, 
dense with hyadntl^ to a si^teached fish- 
ing boat bearded widi dead and (tying fish. 

The journey, rocking under a clear and 
burning sky, was broken only when a boat 
drew alongside and threw more fish 
inside. Large sacks of mukele. the small 
dried fish which forms the livelihood for 
many of the islanders and whose dead- 
hippo-like smell pervades Bugala bland, 
were also heaved on board. 

I steadied my eyes on the horizon, while 
the young policeman next to me - who 
was returning to Kampala after a nine- 
month stint in what he regarded as the 
lifeless pit of Ssese (no discos and only five 
murders since the New Year) - was db- 
(neetly sick over the side. 


Victoria principles 


>7. -r4 -- Equator 


UGANDA 




TAN Z AN I A 






Getting there: Competition is increas- 
ing on flights between Britain and 
Uganda. Alliance Air (twk direct 
on 0171-312 5040) flies nonstop on 
Mondays and Fridays between 
Heathrow and Entebbe; Alliance is 
an offehoot of South A^caii Airways 
(and uses an old SAA 747). The lowest 
fare b £440 return including tax. but 
this must be beroked by 3pm today; 
after that, the fere rises l^ £20. 

British Airways (0345 222111) flies 
twice a week from Gatwick via Nairo- 
bi. Its lowest official fere is around 
£700, but discounted tickets costing 
£400 are avmlable through agents 


such as Somak Iravel (0181-903 8.526) 
for travel the end of March. 

British visitors no longer need a 
tourbt visa for Uganefe. 
Accommodation: The government- 
run Uganda Hotel Corporation oper- 
ates a network of comfortable lodges. 
Prices arc around £25 single/£<W dou- 
ble per night, including tea and toast. 
Further Information: Philip Briggs's 
Guide to Uganda (Bradt Publications. 
£11.95); £^.4^ca: a Trai-el Survival 
Kit (Lonely Planet £11.95). 

The Ugandan High Commission is at 
58 Trafalgar Square, London WC2N 
5DX (017I-S39 5783). 
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u \£our request for 
y ridiculous holiday 
I injury tales." writes 
Peter Roberts of North 
Yorkshire, “prompts me to 
recount the following 
cpbode during a journey to 
Poland in January 1993. 

“At the time. Lufthansa 
offered an attractive deal on 
flights into Germany, so 1 
flew to Berlin and took tlie 
overnight train to V^rsaw. 
Dbtracted by the romantic 
prospect of sleeping on a 
train while I travelled 
through darkened foreign 
countryside (not to mention 
several beers consumed in a 
bar opposite the station). I 
bedded down on the top 
couchette of an othenvisc 
empty three-decker 
compartment. 

“At around midnight. 1 was 
wrenched from sleep by the 
clatter of the door being cast 
aside and a barked 
‘Passport!’ Haty and 
confused, not to say scared 
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Simon Calder 


Ity the uniform, peaked cap 
and bolstered gun standing 
in the doorw^. 1 rolled over 
and swung down. 

“In my haste to please the 
man with the gun. I forgot 
that the top level in a three- 
decker is a long way from the 
floor. The effect of dropping 
my full weight on to my 
foFcanns was the dblocation 
of my right shoulder. 

Dressed decadenily in only a 
pair of boxer shorts, 1 on 

the floor writhing in pain. 


‘Thb made no impact at 
all on the spoi^k. Evidently 
the state communbt culture 
was unchanged. ‘Passport!’ 
he kept repeating. Perhaps it 
was the only woid hb rules 
of engagement allowed him. 

“1 struggled to my feet and 
reached up for my bag. As I 
did so, I felt the Moulder 
crunch hack into place. The 
officer inspected eveiy page 
of my passport while casting 
glances at my grimaced 
features, perhaps reading 
guilt there instead of pain. 
Finally, without a woi^ he 
handed my passport back 
and moved on. Not a trace of 
human warmth illuminated 
the shadow under the peak 
throughout this exchange. I 
trawiled on, u>ith the 
shouider back in working 
order but parnfut for weeks 
afteiwards." 

Thb may be what b meant 
by the intermediate term 
between peak and low travel 
periods: shoulder season. 


British Airways’ offer thb 
week of New York on 
Concorde for £10 retum was 
not quite as generous as it 
sounded. If you were lucky 
enough to be among the 
one-in-150,000 of telephone 
applicants for a cheap seat 
on the supersonic jet, you 
will know tty now that the tax 
ptyable on the offer was 
more than double the fare. 

William Read of Stafford 
expands on “the iniquity of 
‘tax exclusive' prices in flight 
advertbements”. Mr Read 
says he took the practice up 
with the Advertising 
Standards Authority and 
“managed to obtain a 
successful complaint against 
a leading airline's use of 
deceptive advertising”. 

The only long-term 
solution, says Mr Read, is 
that all advertised prices for 
flights should be inclusive of 
all taxes - “on the same basb 
as other products and 
services sold in this country”. 
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T hie or false: an adventure. Adrift di 

expedition is just a credit > the only ones who 
card away? Ihie, at least the elements (the oo 


T hie or false: an 

expedition is just a credit 
card away? Ihie, at least 
according to the new Royal 
Geographic Socie^ lours - an 
association between the 
sodety and five tour operators, 
announced this week. But h 
begs the quesdon: what is an 
e^editkm? When you’re on a 
luxury cruise and \be only 
special equipment you need is 
a pair of sunglasses? Call me 
old fo^ioned, but if I went on 
an eiqjedition Td expect to 
come back wi A more intiefad 
yarns than how I leanit to f<«- 
trot in the Pacific or how I got 
rny hair damp being fenied 
a^ore in a Zodiac in 
Antarctica. 

The society has been 
mtemationalty renowned for 
suf^orting adventurers since 
the early I9th century. But 
the new RGS Ibuis ~ 
involving five operators 
‘'which promote the value 
and enjoyment of geography^ 
- look as if they are mainly 
suited to those who fancy 
being explorers without 
having to do any exercise, be 
(he s%itest bit 
uncoritforrable or suffer an 
injury that can't be cured with 
the stretch of an Elastoplast 
The RGS operators include 
Noble Caledonia and Orient 
Lines (both luxu^ 
“expeditioo" cruise ship 
operators), Abercromlm & 
and ^ildUfe World-wide 
(both offering luxuiy wildlife 
tours) and Adrift (which 
specialises in Whitewater 
rafting trips). In terms of 


adventure. Adrift clients are 
the only ones who battle with 
the elements (the company 
has recently pioneered the 
first ever descent of the 
Victoria Nile in Uganda), 
although you don*t actually 
have to be able to swim. 

But the RGS also insists 
the operators are diosen for 
their understanding of 
sustainable tourism issu es . 
Cruise-ship waste controls 
prwent the polar regions 
being adulterated by caviar 
tins. All operators talk 
brieOy about reqjecting the 
fragile environmetiis they 
visit. And A&K. donates 
part of your fee to wildlife 
charity Friends of 
Conservation. But only 
Adrift g^ves a really 
thorough account of how 
they have planned their 
holidays with the lotail 
communities and 
environments in mind. 

Environment^ tourism, as 
anyone who has attended an 
RGS “sustainable tourism” 
conference will tell you, is 
not just about appreciating 
wildlife and reeling. 
Invariably, the main problem 
local conununities &ce is the 
fact that th^ get only the 
financial crundis from 
tourism and have little say 
over its development, yet 
bear the eovironment^ and 
social costs. 

Sue Wheat 




For three days every year, the Swiss step out of character, into costume and go totaify out to lunch for the ‘Fasnachf carnival in Basle 


PHOTOORAPH: Al 


RGS Tours, 1 Kensinffim 
Gore, London 2AR 
(0171-591 3157) 


Masked Basle 


With the unerring accuracy of a Swiss 
watch, ‘Fasnachf festivities start at 4am on 
the first Monday of Lent. By Mark Dudley 


Bargain of the week 


The prsent series of 
Britannia charters to 
Australia and New Zealand 
operated by Aus travel (0171- 
7^ 7755) represents ^od 
value, but the flights tend to 
be longer and more crumped 
than scheduled services, and 
the programme finishes in 
Mai^. From today, 
Austravel is selling “charter 
out/scheduied home" flights 
to Australian and New 


Zealand destinations. You 
travel there on Britannia, 
and back on Cathay Pacific. 
Malaysia Airlines or 
Singapore Airlines - with the 
option to stop at their “home 
ports” of Hong Kong, Kuala 


O n Tuesday evening it 
was a relief to lean 
against the granite 
of the ^year- 
old Mittlere Briicke and detach 
inyself from the crowds. Hoards 
of people were soU teeming the 
confetti-covered Grelfeng 
strasse in Basle. Lights from the 
bland, fiat Johanoiterbriicke 
highlighted the ripples of the 
wide, inlgr-black Rhine. Spot- 
lights illuminated the mag^- 
cent twin Gothic towers of the 
cathedral, nestled hi^ on the 
southerly bank of the river. 


Lumpur or Singapore. The 
fare to Sydney is £628 return, 
and to Auckland £612. You 
must travel out by the end of 
March and return by the end 
of June. 


After the noise and bustle, 
fiiere was a strangely calm inter- 
val It was short lived. 

A50-piece band, dressed as 
elephants and kitt^ out with 
drums, trumpets, trombones, 
tubas and much more, 
marched past playing ‘Ha{^ 
Days are Here Again”. I took 
the plunge once more and 
join^ the crowd following 
resp^tfiilly behind, 

Tliis was Basle’s Fasnacht - 
a spectacular thieeniE^ extrav- 
aganza that starts on the first 
Monday of Lent It takes 


months of hard work by more 
than 12,000 people for (he pro- 
ceedings to get underwsQr. >Mth 
the unerring accuracy of a Swiss 
dock, it kicks off at 4am with 
the Morgestrtadi (or "inoriiing 
stroke”) in Marl^latz. Hun- 
dreds of foces poire out from 
their padded jackets as the 
li^ts of the city are extin- 
guished and the air becomes 
filled with the resonant sound 
of piccolos and drums. Then, in 
what seems like a bizarre hal- 
lucinatory experience, the pre- 
dawn gloom is illuminated 


the glow from intricate, hand- 
painted lanterns whDe a sea of 
grotesque costumed and 
masked figures march along, 
all covered from bead to fool 
■ so it is impossible to tell their 
gender. 

More than 100 grou]:^ or 
Cliquen - each containing 
between 25 and 200 members 
- make up the opening parade. 
By dawn this has amassed to a 
lot. An awful lot. And the 
music throu^out the festival is 
in equal abundance because, in 
true Swiss style, it never seems 
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Secrets of the Seychelles 

Indian Ocean Cruise 


with a Kenya stay 
14 Nights frc^i £1860 


Per Person 

Departures July to November 1997 




T his excqidonal holiday ofiers the luxury of a 
Idsmlv cruise with lelaxiDe davs on idvUic 


What better time to experience the splendours of Russia 
than now. Especially with our bargain city breaks starting at 
just £305. Alternatively, you may wish to take a special 
iwh centre dry break to Moscow and Sc Rnersbivg. 
or an art and culture tour from £6S5. 

The year, make your ordmarY hofiday extraordinary. VisK Ruaia 
with the spedafct. Intouisl 'fiawel. Call us now tor more detals. 
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a»VEL LIMITEO 

Now you can. -irjj 


X leisiirely cruise with lelaxiDg days on idyllic 
beaches. Fly to Basle for foe Club Class to 
Mombasa and transfer to foe del^dul Flanungo 
Beach Hotel for 4 ni^ts. You thee fly to Mahe in 
foe Seychelles to join the 4 star 5,600 cons MS 
Royal Star for a 9 night cruise to some of foe most 
beautifiil islands in the Indian Ocean: Mahe, 
Praslin, Madagascar, foe Comoros and Zanzibar. A 
host of fadlides on board indude a pool, fitness 
loom, 3 bats, a boutique and an degam resiauraoL 
THE HOLIDAY INCLUDES 
^ Return econom>’ class flights b e t w em Heathrow 
or Mandiester and Basle 9 Return Chib Class 
flights between Basle and Mombasa and Mahe ^ 4 
n^is full board accommodarion at foe Flamingo 
Beach Hotel ^ 9 nights full board accommodation 
on MS Royal Scar ^ Coach transfers between 
Mombasa aiipon, the Flamingo Beach Motel and 
MS Royal Scar ^ .AD port and airport 

These holidays are operated by African Safari Club, 
ABTA V4000,.ATOL2313, tnoonjunedon with 
Festive Holidays Ltd, ABTAV106X, ATOL2I72 

Rep in FnptamI WMgh7 X . . » .^ p gr 
Rea Office: 1 Canada Square, Canacy Wharf, Landoa EM 5DL. 


Send for your brochure today by telephoning 

FESTIVE HOLIDAYS on 0990 55 33 55 

or ret ur n die coupon bdow to: 

Independent Indian Ocean Cruise Offer 
Festive Houd.ws Ltd, Pate Coinrr, Nomw Place, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GLSO 4DY. 


Independent Indian Ocean Cruise Offer 
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to Stop. From morning to night 
you come across unexpected 
costumed figures playing music 
on nearly every street oomer. 

After the opening parade, 
there is a monung break. Then 
the same CUquen perform in 
the Strassenfasnacht, and a 
host of smaller processions 
wind their way along the offi- 
cial route in two directions - 
through the old and new town 
> crossing the Rhine on the 
Mittlere Brucke and Wbtistein- 
brficke. Confetti, oranges, 
sweets and mimosa are thrown 
abundantly to the crowds. 

Every float represents a 
theme from the jraar. These 
ideas originally had to be for- 
merly approved by the ruling 
KomUiee, the organisers who 
disallow anything lewd or sex- 
ual. Mad cows and big-eared 
Tc^ls were two of the more 
English themes, though there 
were scores more. And it 
seemed that wherever I went 
there were groups of costumed 
pipers and drummers and, of 
course, loud, foot-stompin' 
Cu%i^muusi% bands. 

The like of which I was now 
following into Grossbasle and 
the old part of town - an area 
home to Basle's healthy col- 
lection of historical and cultural 
monuments. These include the 
imposing 14th-century Spaien- 
tor (the former gate to the city), 
the Kunstmuseum with its wide 
selection of German paintings, 
the red-brick 16th-centuiy tovwi 
hall in Marktpiatz, and the 
Historisches Museum (set in a 
14th-ceotu^ Franciscan chuivh 
and outside of which the 
Guggemuus^ baaids would ^ve 
concerts this very evening). 


A layer of confetti covered 
the ground like a hefty fall of 
SDOw. Then, when the band 
started to play “When I'm 64” 
with a jauoQr heat'mitiated by 
the trumpets, fired by tiie drums 
and beefed up by the tubas, I 
branched left up the narrow, 
cobbled Rheinsprung strassc, 
ao ancient street lined with 
charming houses. However, I 
was slowed a small group of 
people who followed a lone 
drummer dressed in the pow^ 
deied wig and flared ^drt of the 
mid-18th centuiy. Gradually he 
led us into Munsleq>latz. 

Dominated by the red sand- 
stone Gothic cathedral (its con- 
struction stretched over many 
centuries and records date back 
to 916 when it was initially a 
church), the square displayed 
more than 50 of the Cliqiiem' 
lanterns. Hand-p^ted by pro- 
fessional artists, they depicted 
the Cliquen's theme for the 
year. 1 browsed in the peaceful 
surrounds, dallying between 
having a Imtwwst and Warteck 
beer from one of the stalls or a 
drink in the warmth of the cof- 
fee shop opposite. And then I 
heard the oom-pah beat of 
"I'm in the Money", which 
reminded me I was skint, so I 
wandered off to watch the 
Guggemuusig concert in Bar- 
fusserplatz instead. 

British visitors this Lent 
may not realise their good 
fortune, but the pound is 
stronger against the Swiss 
franc than it has been for four 
years. But if you refuse to 
accept that 5 francs (£2. 15) for 
a coffee is a bargain, just 
make the most of these free 
and fantastical festivities. 



BASLE BASICS 
The Basic Fasnacht runs 
from 4am on 1 7 Februaiy 
to 19 February. 

Getting there: Swissair 
(0171-434 7300) and British 
Airways (0345 2221 1 1) fly 
between Heathrow and 
Basle: Swissair has the 
lowest fare, £16150 return 
(but you must stay a 
Saturday night). Eurostar 


has rail services from 
London Waterloo via Lille 
or Paris, taking about 1 1 
hours, for £171. Bookings; 
British Rail International 
(0171-S34 2345). 

More infbnnation: 
Swiizeriand Tourism, Swiss 
Centre. New Cowntiy 
Street. London WIV SEE 
(0171-734 1921), open 9am- 
5pm. Monday to Friday. 
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^aecaraGy of a Swiss 
start at 4 am; 
By Mark Dudfe 
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Boston £170 
Denver £249 
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Sydney £570 
N ZDaiand£645 
Ban^ok £395 
Hong Kong £395 
Jo'bura £365 
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1 USA Rl Europe 
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USA & CANADA 

Sast (Soast 

The CompletB Escorted Tour Experience VRth Our VIP Local Departure 
Service Offered Free From Over 1100 UK Points On All Datus! 

New booking through October 1998 to October 1997. 
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15 days from £995* 
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EASTERN FV\NORAMA 
14 days from £1075* 
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War and piste ... 
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Now the bullets have 
stopped flying, Lebanon's 
sun, surf, snow and 
Phoenician ruins are 
becoming a tourist draw. 
Stephen Wood reports 
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N obodv knows when the snow 
will And nobody can say 
exactly when Ramadan will 
end. The first big snowfalls on 
Mount Lebanon were expected in 
December, but they didn't come until the 
beginning of last week. Ramadan is 
more reliable than that; the month-long 
Muslim fast ends when the first sighting 
of the new moon has been officially con- 
firmed in Mecca. Everyone who needed 
to know' was aware that Fitr. the three- 
day holiday at the end of the fast, would 
probably start last weekend. Everyone, 
that is. except me. 

I had long wanted to go skiing in 
Lebanon. Partly because it seemed a 
loopy idea, partly because the country’s 
main resort. Faraya-Mzaar. is only 
about 2Skm from the Mediterranean, 
meaning that you can ski and swim on 
the same day. and partly because I love 
Lebanese food. The special offer on 
Middle East Airlines flights to Beirut - 
cut to £250 including taxes for depar- 
tures in February - provided an irre- 
sistible opportunity. I did check that 
there was snow at Faraya-Mzaar before 
booking my ticket. But I didn't inquire 
about national holidays. If I had, I 
would not only have found out about 
Fitr but also about last Sundays feast 
day for the patron saint of the other 


major religious group in Lebanon, the 
Maronite Christians. 

Travelling to the Lebanon for a skiing 
trip last weekend was as wise as going for 
a quiet stroll in Pamplona on the day of 
the Bull Run. The whole couniiy was on 
holiday. And the Lebanese who had been 
waiting months for the chance to go sid- 
ing were all heading for the slopes. 

According to the ^idebooks, Faraya- 
Mzaar is an hour’s drive from Beirut. Not 
last Friday afternoon it wasn't. Tlie jour- 
ney took me three-and-a-half hours - 
most of that Lime spent edging out of 
Beirut in a traffic jam of epic propor- 
tions. When I finally arrived at Faraya- 
Mzaar, it was full, of course. But the 
resort's director took pity on me, and put 
me up in the basement beneath his 
office, with the chef from the restaurant 
at the foot of the ski lifts as my flatmate. 

The following morning I was woken by 
the rumble of Range I^ers and Jeep 
Cherokees as wealthy Beirut headed up 
the hill for the season's first skiing week- 
end. I followed them, and took two chair- 
lifts from the 1,850m base to the Dome 
Jabal Dib at 2,296m. A gentle blue tra- 
verse led me to the chair-lift up to the 
Dome du Mzaar, the top of the resort at 
2.465m. 

The snow was superb - a metre had 
fallen early in the week - but the views 



The Phoenician ruins at Faqra 


rHrntxsRAPit ntuj'HEN wviod 


-r-’Liers.'Orte 

... antt 














1: • *: 






Faraya-Mzaar: pleasant but unchallen^ng skiing - and terrific views 


PHOTOGRAPH; STEPHEN WOOD 


were even better. On a dear day, the 
brochure promised, you can see Beirut 
jutting out into the sea; this was a crys- 
tal clear day, and from the two peaks 1 
could see almost the whole of Lebanon 
(which is only half the size of Whies), 
from Mount Hermon in the south to the 
Iripoli coastline in the north, and inland 


to the mountains on the other side of the 
Bekaa >^lley. 

By Alpine standards, Faraya-Mzaar is 
a very small resort, with pleasant but 
uQchallenging skiing. For USS26 a day 
at weekends (ski and boot hire cost 
USS6J0) the ski-pass gives access to 12 
main pistes servit^ by eight lifts: six of 


them are easy reds, and there are no 
blacks. Even the off-piste area 
(“between-pislc'" would be more accu- 
rate) is suitable for intermediates. The 
nursery slopes were the most difGcult: 
the high proportion of beginners in the 
bank holiday crowd made it hard work 
to pick your way through the accidents 
that were about to happen, and those 
that already had. By mid-moming, the 
queue at the bottom of the lifts was 25 
minutes long; by late afternoon, the 
resort estimated that 4,500 people had 
been on the slopes; l^ the evening the 
exhausted chef (he had processed 1,300 
orders during the day) added another 
1,000 to the estimate. 

Near Faraya-Mzaar is another of 
Lebanon's handful of resorts, the much 
quieter Faqra. It has the unusual attrac- 
tion (for a ski resort) of extensive ancient 
ruins - and the Phoenician temple 
turned out to be a lot more interesting 
than the skiing, ^qra is quiet because 
it is a private club, where only the villa 
owners normally have access to the 
slope, but a letter of introduction from 
the Ministry of Tourism saw me past the 
gatepost and into the set fora high-alti- 
tude Lebanese Dallas, where even the 
Cadillacs wear chains - steel snow- 
chains rather than the gold ones hang- 
ing off most of the residents. 


The .ski area made Faraya-Mzaar seem 
huae. No piste map was available. I was 
told, since what could be seen from the 
bottom - a sort of extended nurseiy slope 
- was all the skiing there was. Rather 
than pulling on my skis, i headed back 
do^vn to the coa.st. 1 had hoped to visit 
Lebununs oldest resort. The Cedars, hut 
the main road was still full of bank hol- 
iday traffic, and I wasn't confident that 
I had lime for a “three-hour” journey. So 
I went down to the sea instead. 

You can ski and swim on the same day 
in the Lebanon. But despite the beauti- 
fully warm weather, the Mediterranean 
was chilly, .st^ I wmented myself with 
paddling! I'd never paddled in thermal 
underwear before: I recommend it. And 
the Lebanese fiK»d'? The menus in the 
resorts were disappointingly interna- 
tional. but I'm not stupid - 1 didn't share 
mv evenings in Faraya-Mzaar with a chef 
without asking a few pertinent questions. 
He JireeieJ me to the Jdoudnn restau- 
rant on Beit Men, one of the hills over- 
looking Beirut. For an exquisite 
Lebanese meal (in surroundings like a 
mock-baronial Beverly Hills folly), I can 
recommend Jdoudna. And after lunch, 
relieved ti> be a pedestrian again, 1 took 
a stroll - nil the way across Beirut. If you 
are lni>king for the experience of a life- 
time. I recommend that. 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 



Northumbria 


SUPBIB conaoM. NorthunAriit. 
York Dales. Lakes. Peake. Sykea 
Cougas 01244 345700. 


The Peak District 


TEAK COTTAGES" Quality S/C 
KCOffi. In DarbysMni Dalaa and 
Psaha. BmeOure 01 142020777 
PEAK DISTRICT SpadaBsta. 
Choose tram over 280 cottagea. 
01282 445726 (LH1 26) 


Wales 


Welsh Country 
Cottages 


i An UNRIVALLED choice 
" m the bnt areas of Wales, 
Fm a8 pap 
colour brochure. 
„ E1NC(099I»851U2 
Qivn V32S t 2 tBfS) 


Pembrokeshire 



CHILDREN'S SUMJWER CAMPS 


CHIIDREN ft TE0IAGERS 

Pun & Adwo n luro 
BxcMng Activities 
17 Tears' Eaparianca 
Superb Fcicilities 
Escorted Travel 
Eaparienced Suporviaion 
Cv7> S, pp;idenhol 

Holicoi-k in Iceden, 

■•*ero.-,h.r;hirc SiaKardi/iira. 

& Fraicc 



Pr— ■ resale « VW— 
CAMP ■Ml u aom, W M P uat. 
ION 410S. leaden NW1 OTS 


1:0171 724 2333 


COTSWOLOS SpodaUsis. Chooae 
tram over 180 conogee. 0i282 
445720 (UHIC41 


NEAR MORTON IN HARSH Spmg 
Breaks In lovely, cosy yet spa- 
cious 1713 eottago. Amiquaa, 
vglanooli. CH, Iks. Swny garten. ‘ 
Pots. Idool small or large pomes. 
C32'nlghl lor 2 19 to C72 for B. 
Lees irselilv and lor children. 
01629 583704. 


Dorset 


DEVON CONNECTION. Luxury 
B«na. pool bar. TN 01 548560064 

CORMSH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hoi off ihe press new 1997 best 
ever eoleur brodiure. ntene 
nowll 01756702201 

CORKWALL AND DEVON 300 col- 
ages ihreughauL (0I7S2) 
800711. 

A FINE SBECnON el Cottages on 
both eooais of CamwaO and on 
ScRy. Brodkirs from Comlsh Tra- 
(ttlanal Cottagea. (012081 B72SS9. 
7 day porsonol earvlce O sm O pw. 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to Ihe 500 
best value ceoagea In Devon 
(01271)76322. 

CORNWALL Spadainis. choose 
iram over 360 cohages.01282 
445726 (UH12I) 

DEVON 6 SOMERSET SpecloRelS. 
Chooso from over 500 cettagea. 
01262 44S72B(UHI2ZI 

W/END RETREAT SALCOUBE. 
Cosy Coach H'w U.'Hr CH. W.B. 
Sieve. Sips 4. Ponies Court hso 
and Lodgo. Slpa 9-20. 01530 
243409. 

FOWEV/POLRUAN. Crarmuig 
mieralda cottages. Superb newa. 
Ceniral Heatbig. DIngMea avail- 
able. Pels wrelcoffle. 01579 > 
344887 


STUNNING LOCATION. Newpon 
Bay, Pembe. Views long sandy 
beach ArehnecTs baled lOC 
suimy callage 2-8, Breeh. 01239 
8202 7 7 

ST. DAVIDS, Farmhouae In NM Ram 
dose to coaM path and Beach. 
Sips 6, lel afler 8pm 01437 
720883. 


BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 
Over 100 self caleriig ntta^ 
seme sleep up to 30. Many less 
lh» C50 per week high semoa 

01874 676446 


PE.MBR0KE5HIRE 


A supob selecUoR of quality 
character ocltages in me 
Pan b ro tobire Coast National 
Parb All p r op er ties himbhed 
to the hipest standards. 

nww now Inr tBS tdour brodiinv 

01239-8813972*:” 


/ \ 



01686 625267 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOMBE. BikAwafl HoM nr 
BatOe. Tudor Manor. 
Wlntar^spring breaks. 2 nights 
£90 pp DBAB. 3rd nl accom tave, 
pay £25 only for dinner 8 break- 
taL RAC restaurant award 91 -06. 
Td (01424} 87D253 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


/“HoUday 
^ Cottages ^ 

MUM 

YtarloBba DalM, VMl Com, 
Moor, Pnh a ijki BUM 
OwZnsupsraNPcMBiIno 
eodiBes.Wrtaerpfnneibroiir 
tidlyBunraMlnelHira. 

«(01756) 700872 

. KoMvCalMOMVbrlsMnLtd. 




CORNWAU TRADITIONAL Cl 7th 
conagss on psKdul farm. 6m 
Pori lasae and baaehas. Horsa 
iMMg and cycling avaH. Tal 01208 
850500 


BOSCASTL£^JSAAC. Cl TIh Wyl- 
■c cotL CH, kida no oli Ore, haded 
a.'pool. pnvain gdns. 01840 
213509 


ABOUT TIME you had a break? wee 
look no further Anraedve 17C 
wtferelde collage 6 Bam conver- 
sion with pool In tranquO rural 
loeadon For Iheae and other ipid- 
liy cotbges in beautiful unapoilt 
areas of Davon-Uonai can Toad 
Hall Conages 01548 850089 


DEVON. Convened bam, with log 
burner, on beauttfuf ISC farm In 
peaealid valley close lo moors & 
coast Sips 4-6. Tel; 01805 
004371. 



SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ueyn 
ponnlnsula, Coastal and eountiy 
coHagas arid farmhouses. Nslyii 
HcldsyB 01788 720674 
TENBY. Saundersloot 8 Pem- 
brokaaMre. 400 individual self 
eaMrmg hemes near bewtllut 
baechM end coumrydde. Frank B 
Mason. Dept 19. SUdlan St 
Tenby. 01834 046000 (24lva)- 
N.WALES 1X00 octiagee, etc 
Manns, Shows, Snowdonia 
TourlsL 0I7S8 701 702 
WALES SpscldMi. Choose Irem 
evor 410 cotlagw. 01282 445726 
(LIH12q 

GOWER. Mumblos. Swanseo 120 
collages, houses, flals. Home 
from Home 01 792 360624. 


SUPERS COTTAGES Walee. 
N'umbria, Dales, Lakes, Peeks. 
Sykes Cottages 01244 345700. 


DALES BEAI/RFUL RENNOVATB) 
Stone Bams, Sieep4to I7,peta 
w e lcome, brecfiure 0800 854309L 


PEbOROKESKIRE eoiiag& wo^ 
way vinw. Inn naoiby. Breehura 
TeL (01437) 532496 any ibne. 


HAWES, WENSLEVDALE. 40 C«m- 
By Cottoges. Pets wdeome. 
Sraehiaia. 01 989 637 654 


PEMBS NATIONAL PARK. UtUe 
Haven, c om fortable cottage, 
weeps 5. Beach, coesiai path 3 


SUPERB eenagas. Yorls Dales, 
Nanhunibila. Lakes, Peals. Sykes 
Cooegee 01 244 345700. 


HALF-PRICE bargain breaks. 
G ower. kMle 17C laimhouse, 
eneulte. dinner B&B EiT.so. Lie 
Bar, log-flres. AA/RAC 3* oom- 
mended, 'WMehf beet BAB, 
brodi 01260595640 


COTTAGES Yothebire kicL York. 
Cdow Bnclus0l845 SB7860. 


YORK OVER 25% OFF. Heworth 
Court HoteL Brochure 01904 
42S1S6 


ATTRACTIVE FARM KOUDAV 
COTTAGES In Mylllc rural Bol- 
ting Tel Mlllon Abbas 01250 
60055S(broeh) 

CORFE CASTLE Detached bunga- 
low. 2 bodreoms, hletorie vWega, 
picrtaua eounvy/secL SuniSun 
Easior onwards. OiaOSStieea 


East Anglia 


Self Catering UK 


AMAZING VALUE Eau AngllB eoi- 
lagei 1997 colour bnetuo. Pets 
waiccnn. Tel: (01756) 702205. 


^ r-.s.ftd- W 




The Lake District 


JL '--7 ' /'M'SlV.latjl 

►vr-i-r <nii H.-.vi(»mi 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hoi off the prsaa new 
1997 bni over colour brochure. 
Phono nowll 01756 7Q220B 


^ OdejHoHsyCottsga-^ 

Q17S6 


RATHER SPECUL COTTAGES ki a 
eecrei cornor el Soulham Loka- 

kmd.Tel'015395 38475 


Ireland 


ColSIPftf^ COfli0g«S 

in Ireland 

A .MAGICAL choice 0> 
dcli^htlul holidjy 
properties in Horn, 
Cork, Clare & Galway. 
Free hill colour briKhurc. 

RING (0990) 851166 

Quote 

Oh k‘c|i> I-'. 

iri«.'VfX. Ottm.i . I-. Ihm ,-,|i 

DinCaS.P.O Bi-\ II, 

EUl Nniri'S.LlK I -.Ml, II* Vm. 




Country Cottages 
in S e o HanS 


ExiIErTH'WAL holiiliy 
properties in the movt 
beauaful areas of Scoduid. 
mu M PME MtOCHiniS 
RING (0990) 851133 
Quote S4qj Hni 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hei an the press nsw 
1997 best ever colour brochure. 
Plane iiewl 1 01 758 702213 



NR ROSS ON WYE Do'Jgners hix- 
u"/ tS!h Caniury bam in farm vnl- 
lev Sleeps 2 Shan breaks avail, 
phoiv- 01989 786699 


hillthwatte house, wbiaer- 

mem, Thombairaw Rend, ovei- 
loohing Inks All reoma ensidie 
isomo Mih jnouazi bslha) Satel- 
ll|e TV, Maimhlng, Sauna, Tylo 
Sioam Room and homed mooor 
pool solelv for our guaeis' use. 
Znighis, Scourw dinner B8B 
IncLVAT oMy C99. SnlgMs only 
Eiaa Brochure: 015394 a.n qg 


Holidays Afiont liK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY: Surrey' 
H^ liu boats. (012S6I 703891. 

BRITAIN'S best $c 5 Dnva Hwtow- 
boai Hpliuaw wiont enowo. 
Begmnorv vory welrenio. Tel 
019CS 726625 

AWARD WINNING NARROW- 
BOATS trom 4 OKCeilimi bosos, 
icurtst board graded. Snort 
breaks and longor. Broch IW 
lOICII 4452909 


EDEN An oaab of peace In Ihe 
haotl ol 2 national parks 
fljkeiOalosi. Free 63 page 
accommodation guide. 
Tourtsm. 01271 22214 (24hrs) 


CUtBBRtAN COTTAGES. 200 LMe- 
lond Cotta. ETB mspectoa Sneri 
BKs a Easter avaA 01225 S99950 


BOOT, ESKDALE . Award winning 
chaniciiir cotiogm bi LWieiands 
DlOM valley TW (01946)723100 


IRISH COUNTRY HoUdoys • Ihe 
premier choice. Ovw 300 feidMd- 
ibI GotBges. Ponnhousea. H ot el s . 
R.SIiannon Cruising and Gypsy 
Caravans aS lo iiia hlgiinsi stan- 
dards. Many welcoine pels. 
Phone 01 502 S60 688 (24 hours) 

SHAMROCK Coftages, 286 seleel 
kiBviauBl eeilagee In Superb loea- 
Dons. Olae Fares. AITO. Cel Bre 
01823681060 

CONNEMARA CO. GALWAY 
Coohol Heuae Hotel - Gardens 
Rostautant and HMInB Stables. 
Tal: 100353) 9531001. P« 31077. 

JOYCES IRELAND; Uniquo naWng 
holidays. Oboover the htUden fee- 
bnd. TW 01934 623017 

(BreelKuo) 

CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL. Oon- 
namara. Co. Galway. Etagom 
oaeb by iha 90& Tel' 

ooasasuiooi. fok oiott 

IRELAND Speeimisis. Choose bom 
over 90 eotleges. 01282 445728 
(UH13M 

ENJOY IRELAND HOUOAVS 1997 
100 page bmchwo now iMiiSble. 
01254 882899 


NORTHERN IRELAND HOLIDAYS. 
For mfomatian on short breaks, 
acUvilv holidays & nnl eeiiagn 
hoHdoya 002 0541 565250 
WHERE THE MOUNTAINS Ot 
Uoume sweep down re (he sea. 
Newcastle. Cnastguord collage. 
Sips 8. £200-30Dpw. Tel. (012^ 
793728. 

DBEBERT HOUSE, Co. Umerlcfc. 
Benjtitully resiered elds world 
aparuieni in Mem louriei boss. 
RKMig. wa8m. Msierleal skss. For 
Brechm TW 3638398106 


COTTAGES AND HOUSES ever 188 
ki Soudi Scodnnd. For hdl eoloiir 
Drachm can G M Thomson ft Co 

I01S56) S0403a 


SPECIAL PLACES IndrtiwApalnL 
Coursas Mareh/Jidy. Scolt leh 
Waa Coast ft Ednbia^ Support 
Chailafiga, Ei^eneneed tutton. 
Brocfws: Creative Space, Lunga 
MR (7},Aidlbin, Argya,PA31 BQR 
TW0I8S2 500528. 


Norfolk 


SCOTLAND SpedWIsis. Choosa 
from ever 540 eottegee. 01262 
445728 (UH127) 


THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

iLRu 

Btakncy. \r. HoIl .Vorlolk. 
0\erli<oLiii: S.iliuiu) Tniii 
Horbnur. iniJiii»n.il prixjliHi. 
ouTici! i'rKiiill> huid wiib UU 
bnlnHiiru. Iili. hauled mdour 
(hwL '(u biilL siuna.'^ and mini 
Sym. KdiL uaik. ,jiL play goU. 
nrlon! Iha NuifolL iina^rk 
counirtHiJc and 
SpedM rale for Senior Chbees 
>liiluerli and U'ceknd Breaks 
Brochure: 01263 740797 


UNSPOILT Ardnamuichan. Spa- 
cious bungalow, Glorieue 
lociBlde posmon. Tet. (017381 
81S002. 


ENfMFRIESSHIRE. iWax and 
unwind m the paaeatui eouniry 
serang of Hope Conaga. Owfe- 
dew. The perfect hoBday base tor 
all the tomlly. Slaaps 6. large 
saebded garden. S TA S Crowns 
hgMy cemmanded. Twephena 
01840500298 


Suffolk 


SOUTHWOLO CoasL QuaOty eetlB. 
Sip Zi'iO. Short breaks. Braehim 
Suftolk eeaws—insTO 851397 


Vthe independent 





IndependeiU and Independent on Skindgy 
readers book Self Catering holidsys. 
291D00 of oat- readers stayed in a rented 
villa, flat or (uttage on their holiday last yeari 

rroi BD6I 


Flor only £112 a line indnsve of VAT (ajpus. 4 urords per lineX ycu can 
sihErdseynirhdidayliooKandfiDthiJseiTicaRdBSthiuugiiouttbe}^ lour 
adiETtisement will appear in The Lcng sedxn of The Itulependeid 

on SaturdiQ' and^ Uk Travel & Moiesi'' sec&si of the Sanddypeqxr. 


Insertion Datesu 1 ^ ^ - 

Ciaimifleatioiu ! FOI m and send to: The Travel Team. CliLs^ned .\di ortiain|r, Die Independent. 


[ enclose a cheque for £. made pfty-able co 

(£4 J2 a Ime per ibsertnn. £L53 if boLh S^urda>‘ ft 
Sundajr are usedi Newspaper Publishing Pic 
or debit oiy 

Accea»ViiswAin9(r'Diners account by £ 

Card No: 

Siart Datet Expiry Data 

Your Details: 

Name 

AiUrcse 


M I M 


Tel Nk Day. Evening.. 

Signature: 


For advice or more infonnation, please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 



all you ha\t: to do... 


Either call The Traiel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Mondaj* to Ffiday biHin-en ULOOam - 6fl0pm. 


Fill in and return tlio coupon bebw stating ilie 
wording \-ou require and ^-our iwyment method. 
Payment can be made by cheque or bv 
-Aeces8.'Viaa,'Aniepican Elxpress/Diners Card. 


ONLY 

(TW O PROPERTIES OR LESS^ 


One Canada Square, Cuiuu^- W-harf. I.ondon El I .iDL 




_l,L.i 
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Battle 
off the 
slopes 


Take a bunch of 
strangers, one 
chalet ... and stir. 
By Max Flint 



“L- 




ife is fragile. You learn 
thai in my line of work." 
’lease. Just eat your 
potatoes and shut up. 

“Why did you serve the Bor- 
deaux before the Meriot? You 
should of done it the other way 
round.” 

I was learning a lot from Pete, 
a fellow ski chalet guest He 
couldn't slop. Every mouthful 
brought another observation from 
“my line of work" - this being the 
police force. 

“I just don't see the point of 
marriage*. I dunno why you both- 
ered." he told the married end of 
the table. 

“Now pass the wine before you 
lot finish the red. We haven't bad 
any up here." 

This was my ftrst attempt at ski- 
ing and my first chalet Keeping 
my temper was as tough as keep- 


ii^ my slds pointing in the same 
direction. 

So, Courchevel in the French 
Alps. Tick, tick, tick In the “good” 
boxes. Great food, comfortable 
rooms, friendly staff. Everythit^ 
worked - except chalet etiquette. 

Wiy comments on the coach 
matured into polite confronta- 
tion in the chalet then downright 
aggression at the dinner table. The 
divide reminded me of school 
trips to youth hostels, except here 
nobody could tell us to behave like 
adults. 

I tried, I promise you I tried, but 
by day two “our side" of the din- 
ner table was flinching at eveiy- 
thing he said. By day three we 
were recruiting members to our 
anti-Pete cause as fast as he 
turned off our choice of back- 
ground music. 

“I've got a word to describe 


that,” he said of my choice of tape. 
“But 1 can’t use it In front of the 
girls. Del Araitri, Simple Minds. 
Thai's what we should be listen- 
ing to. Top Bands/’ 

Dawn broke on beautiful dav* 
four, and his room was too 
cramped, the bed made him ache 
and the wine was too common for 
his sophisticated palate. 

Sun Idssed U\e mountains on 
day five and over dinner we bad 
the chance to hear how bodies 
decompose at crime scenes. Oh, 
and we had more roast potatoes 
than “his” side (now poorly organ- 
ised into a wine militia led 1^ him 
with his partner as sole recruit). 

A cloudy day six and I couJd 
snowplough and parallel turn to 
the left but not the right He. how- 
ever, spent the day “going above 
the cloud" to escape learner- 
skiers who were, quite frankly. 


rutoiing his holiday. His militia 
now demanded tbeir own supply 
of Meriot to be deposited at 
8.15pm next to his glass. 

The evening brought our worst 
battle. He learnt one of our num- 
ber owned a boat and quickly 
became Profe^r Nautiojs. self- 
taught in seven seconds using the 
Complete Know-All Guide to 
Smling. h meant the poor man 
who was a professional wine- 
buyer was lefr to breathe, but at 
the expense of our lone sailor 
going down with the gravy boat. 

We retatialed. We kept all the 
carrots, potatoes and remaining 
wine down our end of the long 
table. He demanded some re^ 
our team leader Sally filled her 
^ass to the brim arwl passed him 
an empty bottle. 

He snorted and complained 
that Sally's after-dinner cigarette 


(as yet unlit) made it impossible 
for his partner to breathe, so he 
opened all the windows to let in 
a refireshing -12 degrees breeze. 
We stormed out to the pub, leav- 
ing dessert unguarded and totally 
at his mercy. 

“What’s this? Where's the 
fruit? I don't lUce ice cream! 
The other chalets have better 
desserts ...” The moan died as 
we left. 

Day seven and time to bead 
home. In strict groups. Confrised 
chalet guides watched as each 
group sat at the other end of the 
coach, the airport lounge and 
then the plane. Baggage handlers 
at Gatwick forced us briefly 
together, to mingle w*ith evu 
intent. He pushed our luggage so 
we kicked his before running to 
the Gatwick Express. How child- 
ish, but we felt we had won. 


The late snow 


T he ski season started not with 
a bang, but with a dump: 
more snow fell in November 
and December in the 

whole of the pre^iis season. But 
while pre-Dinstmasaiowfalls.of ■ 
up to five metres had resorts rush- 
ing to opetL.th^ diairlifts eaiiy, - 
January foUedfo add to this e^' ' 
promise and tbpi^. was little fresh 
powder on i^its in Europe. . . 

According to wither forecast- 
.ers, flus b about fo'change, and up 
to two metres of fresh snow is 
expecti^- to ^ anoss most Euro- 
pean ski resorts in the next few 
days. David Heains ftom the Ski 
Qub oif Great Bntaih b certainly 
hopeful that “thb. long-awaited 
snowfall will result in excellent on- 
and oS-piste conditions.” 

He adds that thb should be par- 
ticulaify beneficial in Au^a and 
Bulgaria, where the skiing has 
been limited so far this season. 

So it would seem thb b an 
excellent time to capitalbe on 
late-avml^ility siding holidays - 
but it would be a good idea to 
check conditions at individual 
resorts before you book. Below is 
a selection, of ^eis, all prices are 
per person for se^n ni^ts. 
Thomson Ski prices are based on 
four people sharing. 

France 

21 February, Brides Les Bain. 
Neilson Ski, £299 (Eurostar) 
22 February. Avoriaz. Thomson 
Ski. Apt, £310 (from Birmingham) 
22 February, CouicheveL Le Ski, 
Chalet. £399 (from Gatwick) 

23 February, Chamonix, Ski 
Esprit, Chalet, £412 (from 
Gatwick) 

23 February, Morzine, Sid Espiil, 
Chalet, £298 (firora Gatwick) 

23 February, Verbier, Ski E^rit, 
Chalet, £340 (from Gatwick) 

28 February, Hgnes, Neilson Ski, 
ChaleL £S09 fEurostar) 

1 March, Vaimorel, Neilson Ski, 
Apt. £329 (from Gatwick) 

1 March, Haioe, Neilson Ski. Apt. 
£269 (from Glasgow) 

1 March, Couictevel. Le Ski. 
Chalet. £399 (from Manchester) 

Crystal Ski’s late-availabiliiy deab 
in France Include: 22 February, 
flights (from a range of regional 
airports) plus self-catering chalet 
for four i^ple £199 per person. 
A resort is allocated on arrival. 


but can be specified for a supple- 
ment. At present resorts .'ire Les . 
Arcs, U Plagnc, d’lscre. 

Tignes and Val Thorens. 

A range of “accommodation 
and ferry'’ holidays in the French 
Alps b available through Moiours. 
For example, a studio for four 
people from 1 March in Mcribel - 
costs £565. 

Italy 

16 February, Neilson Ski. Macu- 

ganga. Hotel, £269 (from Glas- 
gow) 

23 February. First Choice Ski, 
Chiesa, Hotel, £299 
(from Manchester) 

1 March, Thomson Ski. Livigno. 
£327 (from Manchester) 

Austria 

22 February, Nlederau. NeiiMn 
Ski, Hotel, £369 (from Gatwick! 

1 March. Kirchberg, Neilson Ski. 
Hotel, £419 (from Manchc.sier 
and Birmingham 0 

Bulgaria 

9 March. Pamporovo. First Choice 
Ski, Hotel. £329 (from Gatwick) 

9 March, Bovorels, Neilson SkL 
Hotel. £^9 (from Gatwick) 

Spain 

9 March, Sierra Nevada, Neilson 
Ski, HoteU £369 (from Manches- 
ter) 

Andorra 

2 March, Pas de ia Casa. First 
Choice Ski. Api/self-drive. £I 19 

It is worth asking about ferry 
prices, lift passes and car hire, 
since many companies are offering 
deals. SkL Esprit, for example, is 
ofTering half-price for childTen on 
the prices quoted above. 

If none of that tempts you. First 
Choice Ski currently has a pack- 
age further afield In Banff. 

C^ada; seven nights' hotel 
accommodation and flights from 
. Manchester departing on 20 Feb- 
ruary for £389. 

Crystal Ski OlSl-399 5144: First 
Choice 0990 557 755: U Ski 0I4S4 
548 996: Moioiirs 0IS92 5IS555: 
Neilson Ski 0990 994444: Ski 
Espffil 0J252 616789: Thomson 
0990329329 

Gr^inne Hehir 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 

travel • overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


1 Far East 

FbrEast | 

EirEast 

Ear East 


wamcHiMH 


LONDON/BEIjING NON-STOP THIRD FLIGHT STARTS ON 1st APRIL '97 
NEW WEEKLY NON-STOP HEATHROW/HONG KONG SERVICE STARTS 

31 St MARCH '97 

Tel: 01 71 630 091 9 or see your travel agent Fax: 01 71 630 7792 

ICAO MEDAL-HOLDERS - 43 YEARS SAFE FLYING 




Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN. MUgican l«m- 
IWJM wWi pooli. UnapolB 
Mr com. PaRanci ft SwttvEasi 
019S4 291431 AITO ATOl 2787. 


Corsica 



orsica 


Germany 



Brussels to BerTin, Frankfurt to 
Prague - our tr^ns don't st^ 
for passport oontmll Germany 
and Eurepe - best by rail. 
Bookings: 0181-390 8833 
Brochures: 01476 591 311 


e BBhn 


IV VeAmwm'J 
i€cre$, ai Irimd tfgleritiu 
haeVr arf jpccUcUor 
■wwiwiii. nanifaVrf hf mau 
tsarim VtUdi wttt pwfe MOftir 

C MtW f ct memaam«^b€rtacnJ 
tnlohhMtlMtpba/laMe 
'WaniBttf'htbdajt. 

0181 995 9323 

AVTAVisi; (niii«s uro 



An blend af ipeaecidee meunttln 
peeks, (repeat pine ferettt, 
oyetel deer riven, neeterfelh 
wid bneutHid sednded beedtes. 

Smell I FfiendiT Aube'gn 
Mownuin inn. Secret Retteeu 
Seechtide Villet end Aperimenu 
CleuieMTeh Cffiinq 

rkjfnbelt tou lendwi cVeSQH 

.•ci;iu -raiuii 


0171-385 8438 


GUIDED WALKING M Vw ma|MUc 
vanpys ind tnounieins of unspoilt 
CaiPtcn. Tsi. Hscownnr (016061 
AITO 2421 ATOL 


aFEl. BLACK FOREST, Bnvwta. 
Ouimvig MnslllnidslniC24fti6 
Sptt tm C2S3 pwr. Also Ausirts, 
Stavonls I Croaila. Aula Finn 
01943257777 

GftRHANY • Dotty low CON rOghli 
and hoM a ccuns nodaion. <U) 
insior crsdR earta. Ptsasa can 
Gannan Travnl Conini 0181 429 
2900. ABTA 90665 ATOL 2977 
lATA. 

MOSWm TOURS ABTA VI996 
ATOL 2600 ft AITO- True woeW. 
lata tor Gatmany. Ml typaa ol hoik 
daya. Tat <01161 27« 5922. 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POWA vHlaga 
ttousps In unapen ama. Plus 
tola. HydrWoa, atcoiwd uui«. 
SUNVIL 0161.6S74746 AITO 
ATOL808. 

CYPRUS. UMASSOL CondaiuM 
I or 8 bsdipoin IM. 2S0m all 
anwiUPas ft wa. Dsialla OiSi 647 
1654. 


Italy 


rSCANY 
UMBRIA 

4 COASTAL 
REGIOIVS IN ITALY 
Eahan Prate V3s sal 
faiahowB aifli Soiei ii iE 
Rnk am wU IhBBi Cnri. 
EndemlooaWirf ^ 
priCBsnegal)' 

MvilhilK • 
anpcfidncL 
TXJSCANY NOW 
0171 272 5469.1 


Ch’erseas TVavel 


Take-off For A Cm Break 


See The Independent's 
Wednesday travel pages for 
the best in City Brealcs and 
the latest flights. 

To adi'ertise please call 
the Travel Team on 0172 293 3222 

Vthe independent 


Scandinavia 




I1i« caapkte Kieeuen 
onincn'Kle m eeec, 
k«a\hr<wiesrAibi CAimiai; 
Cniwm>deM>d^'.n 

^aamaarSl 



AB1AD02151 _ 
^0141 7078795 


u^caiiv 


IrjJitKiRji /br»6«us«, 
riUas an J apattiaatu in 
hahtpreiitea ngttm. 
TftU COLOUR BftOCKUM 

RING (0990) U3683 

qUOTTUSOt^nmia. 
iiiNiue In /iiiIm. I2U*. 
ttiuntir, 

WoTSmi KHJtfTlia 

\K>NZE\KnRLIR 
ff 



y^ootsteps i 

Follow our r«?is(ep$ ^ 
ftod join our ROftU ifea6Yji 
groupii walking througi] V 
beauiiTuI uodiscovemi 1. 
areas of tub'. £745 __ I 
Tet 0171917 2966 • I 


Tr aOrLjm l oJ i mn y 
wID uHiim i imao wtA ppci. 
eft«wto| Meeaie Vfcb Old 
flalb4€jfy-dri<m knlidiiy. 
'CiieWTeannf 
CneVy todtliT i f ptoi jftert 
Vadb 0 Plonnca 

0181 99S 9323 

Arnnu? miiesi«no 



t 


I-I ^ 

*^11 


COTTAGES 
TO CASHES 


U622 720731 


Italy 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 

0r'i93^ 552277 

•unmuMMiKiMLawiiirw 
L^i c A I T A r a rai 
Ran ratp MOUSES a 

Vf14$ ftPASIRillTS I29S&J 


lA BELLA TOSCANA Vary apaew 
tvmfBaa, 4Msft Apia In ft aiound 
anc ha ntti g modlovBl $an 
QlmlGnanp baimaa i i Floipncp ft 
Stona-iaor lnpch.0iai.422«eiB 

TUSCANY/SICILY. Bolaei propar- 
Uaa In aieaUam iocatlona. pods 
ate. Colour Brodiura 015394 
31120 ABTA V7333 

CASA IIIA '97 n*« monayl Book 
Dineit PitvpM oirnsi* odwwltoa 
ftuUty hoUdsy Itomsa and BftB hi 
lady. Col Bipetom 0T464 6B61 IS. 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Fladbio fly> 
drtvaa 10 Tuscany I UhMa. CMr- 
tetsr BB aeconL Rus Sldly. 
LMiaa. QBbb. Olftl-847 <746 AITO 
ATOLBOB. 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY. VSlBB, Coe- 
laffoa ft apt*. For broctiuraa cal 
TaSor-mida Tews on OlBl 
2911450 

TTAUAN COLLECTION Tuacany. 
UnMa.AbRBoftUwela.Baau' 
VW toRntmaaftMcouaBeaedUi 
prtraia pooia. nioa TnrMI 01403 
2S6766 » Iwi) ABTA ATOL 1452 
ATTO. 

APUUA. CALABRIA, SICILY. 
Amwn, Undlacpvaipd South- 
Howto. Fwna, VHtoa. Apia. Poole. 
(01684) 722193 ATOL 4029. 

LAKE GARDA ft Mopglora. Apia ft 
herato. aall-drivo or ny.Lakaa ft 
Mcuntalna 01829 644405 ATOL 


Scandinavia 


VENETIAN APPARTMEHTS haa a 
wondaHul laniye ol pdvaia a/e 
propaiVaa w lat In VanieoAtoo 
Rema/FlorancaYVarona/VanaAe. 
0161 6781130 FkDIBI 679 0962. 

UMBRIA. Naw LMw Traalinane. 
Radml eouplo would Dw >o 
aiehanga ttiatr 3 btdioeni 
taai u iB d faimliouao in madiawal 
hn vtttooa for flat/heuaa Lo ndon 
ana. 3 waaV wwaid Eawr 003S 
75 937582 

UMBRIAN mOPERTIES . Lundy 
metfaval toanhewo and mnin 
vNB apta wMl pool. D0397S 
9412128 

UMBRIA/rUSCANY borders. Trad- 
Uonal Umbdwt aohooltaupa. 
Boairtftd apotoded hBtoWa aaiftiB. 
aupaib vlana. CoadoiuMt ft mi 
equippad. Slaapa M.Tal (0151) 


LAKES, UMBRIA. TUSCANY, 
Marclw, Stolly. Bba. Hotata ft 
epu. UMcNva prioaa. HoMa Im 
C22 BftB, dpla wfth pool tm C221 
per. Auto Pton 01 543 257777 

ROME, FLORENCE, VBUCE. Sidy. 
Tineany. CaciM lawnmanto ft vf> 
toa. Good lam. 0181 dOO 0082 
Fax 660 0331 

CYCUNO ft WALKING to undtoew- 
md Italy. Gran toad, Mandiy 
hoiais. bapa movad. Tatopheno 
Haadwaiw (01606) 48220 ATOL 
2412 ATTO. 


Russia 


bioehura INTERCHANGE 
091 3812 ATOL 2429 


0181 


Portugal 


„ yx SIMPLY 


»l^l 

We«toaW|wnmfii»ell< 


eed tor Jtonra w tor 


WadtoroMaVto— to, 

0181 995 9323 

AlftTIST tfOLIMS UTO 


PORTJLGUESE 


Ooedly vMea toenp ibe 

leiindWilai caawlhia and ■ 
■Mae e al ee d ae el cotiapc 
raOMtt sec to toa heect of toe 
ptorton. anapollt cennvysida 
Heat prepcnict have po^ 
AlCAItVE 

MWW PmniA AUMT640 

97 Hwtoali ReeA London W6 90H 

MOi.T wr. — enOiHil 


0171-385 4775 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Ptoatoto tty- 
ditvea nodh to aouth. Ctiaraeier 
BB Pouaadaa. Manor Houaaa. 
Pba Azona. Madeha. 0161-647 
<746 AITO ATOLBOa 

ALGARVE. Caaa Sonho vOto nr 
Alvar. SIpa 2 Maid, own pool, 
BBO. Sal TV. Convenient golf, 
beach, tm «ie. Tal, (01429) 
261524. 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cdtogaa 
with poola to unapoRt North. 
01954 291431 . ATOL 2767 AITO 


Scandinavia 


Africa 



CAPETOWN WINELANDS 
GAROB6 ROUTE NATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZmiABWE 
A oniiWtt seleaion of Classic 
Hotsto Game Reserves and 
Charming Homes ft Gardens. 
Hydme mMi dm flt^ d Dutom 
Cme ToiBii. Wunnateeg. Herat 
South African Affair ATOlUM 
W7 Huitotoi RMd. brnden W6 lOH 


0171-381 5222 


SUNVIL PISCOVERV. Fly.dnveB to 
NaoitoaL Zbnbabwo ft the Cape. 
Pba apiaila lo Sheleion Co^ 
BMawana ft Zambia. TotoUy need- 
Ha. Quest lams, buahea mpa ft 
character aceom. 01 61 232 9777. 
ATTO ATOL 606 


Caribbean 


SrUHNIHG CUBAS MTERCHAMGE 
Tab 0161 681 3612 ATOL 2429 


South America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY, CoaU Rlca. 
GuaumHe+CidM add-one 
Higiriy ItoBcIMa Individual lours A 
ttydfivee Jungls lodgea, nature 
raeetvee. 0101-847 4748 AITO 
ATOLBOe. 


SUNVIL DISCOVERV. Thailand. 
VtMnanv Highly Stolbto tows and 
flyotlna tor IndMduato. 0181-847 
4748 ATTO ATOL902 


USA 



A superb collection of 
ooestal, lakeside & iniand 
properties throughout 
New England. 

TREE 132 PAGE BROCHURE 
CALL: 

<099Q)M3686(24Hx^ 

QBoaRe£N384 

eroibM 




Fk/TKla 

An ewefaisUto setoctlon q/* the 
JInest WOos & Apartments 
CALL NOW FOR OUR BROCHURE 


01727 84X330 


Aaiavsue MPi-jy /f *np 


NEW ENGLAND - Cape Cod «>d 
VermonL Superb iwrilly raaorta 
and private housea. Bridgewalar 
Travel ABTA V727B. Broch 0161 
707 8794 

NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS - Dis- 
Hnctlva Intn ft famly homee, not^ 
Slop NgMs to Boston, brochure 
Line; 01727 652211. Puny bonded. 

ABTA V5164 ATTO ATOL 29‘,‘q. 
AMERICA for ItMlapondem Ttov- 
Mtors. Unique colleeiion ol E. 
Coeat hottla. raaona. Im, B&B's 
loi year lowid vacMoM. 01923 
B21469L 


Scandinavia 



SCANDINAVIAN TRAVEL SERVICE 


Scandinavian Travel Service is the Number one Specialist operator to Norway 
and Scandinavia. We offer the widest range of Norwegian Holiday £}q>eriences. 

8 day rafl journeys from £596 S^N DIN AVIAN 

8 day beautiful Qord resort holidays from £535 0l443 822242 

3 day dty breaks in Bergen from £275 ^ 'liw ^1 fjSI statmgyourcbi^eflf brochure. 


For reservations and availability 
coil: 0171 559 6666 

or caQ our brochure hofiine on: 




e 
















































TEL: 0171 293 2222 


overseas 


Special Interest Holidays 


v.ww.e'<odustrJvel>>.co.uk 



liK leaders in sm*dl group 
advcnlurc hoiidav^ worldwide, v.itli 
over 20 s'ears experience; choose from 
4 differenl brochures. 



Special Interest Holidays 



City Breaks 


An adventure of a lifetime | 
. . .and it’s FREE (almost!) ^ 


■huH fzenp «9ipks«torf lielidafs %uH aee fnoie 

• ciiKiirai Tours •HatureTom 

• Easy HDcas • WMemess safoiis 

• Mailorireia • S aa troitt 

• Uver Journeys • TaUshlp voyages 

In offbeat Europe, Greece, 'RjiKey, Egypt, 

Middle East, Morocco. Mali, East & South 
Africa. China, Japan. Southeast Asia, Thailand. 
USA. Canada. Latin America. Australia, 

New Zealand & Pacific. 

OnriTO unique adventures, 8 days to 6 weeks, 

prices from £339 »£394S. 

Cal fdr coloiir brochm 


O 01252 344181 p«n| 

trttpv^/ww w .wpiaw. w .^ 
ExpiPfB WorUMUe M, 1 

AUBnheLfiUUao 

fiat Bonded Am^ATOL ^ Bi 



fa ilot M trool 3 tiiaL 

' iriSOigfiiSAiisanln,Bnges,' 
frinoaua,9ooasiMye(ii . 
hr«tattaa,allf71]n7ltS 


Thomson 

CltYBreaks 

Escape 

while you can. 


’ 2 nV<& STM. 15 M ■ 21 Hr 
By 0 tnn 

umkaMc By Emhv Bom 

WiMerMMffeo 


fr 10 day VAp everrt. AugisM997 

★ Frem ST PETERSBURG to MOSCOW | 

★ Camp by the VOLGA, finish In RED SQUARE ^ 

★ Only £195 plus rniwnum sp onsorship 

★ ngfte. bitas and accommodation kicftjded 


> 600km ★Camp by the VOLGA, fini 

★Only £195 plus rniwnun 
kWajy ★Figfte.bitasandaocomi 

CaUaaw:0345 69 79 69 


ACTIVE & ADVENTUROUS JOURNEYS 




Europe 




South East Asia 


India, Nepal & China 


Brochure Line: 

0541 551163^-h'r litftoor. Barhy Mow London V.'4 dPH 


SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

22ie Mcwniatn People 

Walking & Cycfing holidays throughout the world, 
backed 25 years experience From Britain'a leading 
spetialiet operator 

Everything from a gentle ramble to a Hknalaysn peak 
CaB 0181 577 71B7 NOW tor a brochure 

FIJU.V BONDED ATOL UBS 


ADVENTURES 

ffj.'.f; I. ^ 

Iv L 




SdfflferMcMBMBtfookwrArBcftBrei 
B MM MeitgAiBMMtmanlaMys 

^ iiiMifi itiwn ijTifhfiit tmrnpinm 




Win and benJ holidays 
for dioie who expect 


privaqr. comfen, per- 
se rn ce and oeaud* 


CYCLEAFRICA Uniqiw mowiWn 
bSM adMfihBM for al aHRMa. 
Caa 01S43482IOS for a braetwa. 


Cycling 


In the Dordogne 




9«iA 4 aainra 
M Jim Hfltf a Mr »M 
A^ttOewe,' 


Please cal Mr a brochura 

0171 3231730 


;}4 Mar w*Mi Mwen wip *IA 


Okavango 

JOURS S. SAFARIS 


simply tbe best for 
tailored hoUdase la: 
BOTSW.\x>A 
Z.UUL4 3i M.4LA111 
MOZAMBIQUE 
N.UUBIA & 
miBABWE 
SOUTH .AFRICA 
TANZANLA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See ear wcMw: 
lKlp:v«««.«heTaas«xaw 

lh /!K) 


WALKING IN GREECE with 
Trahking iininn Plus moumei 
blldng. p^big. saUbig. SUHVIL 
01 81 W 474B Ana ffTOUBOS. 


fni lurroixadbigB. For a 
htDcbuie ft t ^ ihnn^ 

01932 220477 

lmp:#wanc.«dixa.iik/«ilW 


VOtCmcHaJidi} 
UTAVWI <nOLl 


SKVR08 HoSaOc Hoddqe In 
Greece I Caribbaen. Oner 200 
eoursee led by emieni biMra 
IncL Ken RmeB, Sue Mivnenl 
a ibyeri wncaA. Superb eerong. 
Iitandly CQi mi a uWy. deL loed. 
017l2B4aOGS. 


CZECH REP. HUNGARY, Palend. 
The Baffic sues, SkMW*. Rorw- 
nle aid Vienna. Wide duilce el 
fc iMiM ni quafliy rmeis, Seelbie 
chewfcai NiMl mala. nuiNeenM 
hendeyiJUi m ow 'Sr brechure. 
Inba TMvN 01 71 323 3305 ATOL 

Tm 


auNvn. nscovERv- AiianiB a 
Acmenta. Be a wongat Bie ilrW ID 
«iNa Sunwi oiai-e47«7AB atto 
ATOLaoe 


JUST HUNGARY bom Hun^riane 
ata knoK. City braNoi and imicri 
mgrv. BrectUtvaa Call 0171 387 
4030 ATOL 9703. 


Cadd Houx. 
IkS Arcidia .Avenwi. 
iS London N3 rTJ 


WHITEWATER raRIng wtri ADRIFT. 
The eaparts runnlno wfld river 
edvatfur u i. New 1897 cotour 
braelwra. OlBi 874 4900. ATOL 
3SSa 


PRAGUE. BUDAPEST HoMs. apN 
3 mae trwn tfa CuN em Eun> 
paan jpu dali M i B rW g owii er 
TMwN ABTA V7278 Brach; 0121 
SS0SS81 


PRAGUE, BUOAPCST. Cnnaw 
HnM In ns pp.Naw Mnal fry a 
RiBah eofle tnw, tad a etaM In 
SobaWe/Mlraa Mawdalm er 
1^ BM In Shwenla. Aula Plan 
01 M3 257777 


Overseas Travel 
advertising 
also appears <m 
P^e 12. 


IU05 TRAVB.OW paaonol elwice 
d ewaaonW pujp al ^ an KoWd- 
nta, ZakyMhea. Parae, Nbbb. 
Stdalhoe. Siopnioa. AioidHas a 
PodaL OOocnai hoiaea 0 
cottagn dau ID ttn aae tn 
Tliricey. 01403 2507BB (2< hi*} 

Aarr» ATOL 14B2 Ana 

SPRING FLOWERS, LmB B ile ldiig 
vietni & aiqdy beudwa. Dkoova 
WBslani Crate frara tic wStaOM 
howee. Pura Crate fOlBI) 780 
OSTB. ATOL 2757. 

GRECORLE 1 FllJOXENUL lUn- 
IwalmertaBiNAiaiiiiiid lulwli 
vniaa A Bydrtve. Aid Alte. 01422 
97sase. 


France 


irAiK:]E A 
NIEW LOOK AT 
OUK IFlEiANClE 
SPAIN 



A huge choice of 1.1 l\i great \-alue self-entering holida\*s 
in France and Spiin, including seaside apariTncnts. holiday 
vilLigcs. cottages and mUos. 



I^oanth «4 HRM 0990 143 534 
0990 360 360 

oi; ‘irn'K ikavel aoesr 



France 


3,029 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt France 


Discover France on 
foot, by bike, or by 
canoe ( with bags 
moved for you). 
Comfortable tracfilfonal 
hotels, fine regional 
food and wines. Ring 
now for your 1997 
colour broimure. 


01606 48699 


Hotel to hotel tour*. 
wAh lugpge arried. 

Or single centre hoTidays. 

01892 890 885 


9.W. France. QuaBty vOaa a coi- 
taget. many wKti pools. Countiy- 
side - nr bceelwe. FrwwopMic - 
Bonded. 0IS3M31860 


LOT Ownora oHor quality lann- 
iraiaea. soma wiUi pooia. Steep- 
ing Z'13. 2140-C1S00 {01544) 
328455. 


holidays direct 


• Book direct with over 
1700 private owners 

• All types o1 honday 
property, many arith peola 

• All regions of Francs 

• City Breaks 


F0Ataci3 





PROVENCE a amall adaotten ef 


BRITTANT Dordogna. Cola d'Aar 
a mora. Lovetv vdlaa. many oMi 
pooia. S u naalaci Vilas. ABTA 
V727B Broch: 01S1 707 8794 


AVIGNON. Fhd alp 2/3. Cly oarara. 
Rail stadon 10 mins. niOpw. 
1bVta(017058aiS43 
NORUAKTY . RaaeoM counby col- 
aga. UnapolL laMng. 3lpa 5-7. 


ter 6/14 paopla. All wWi pool & 
raid. Afl yaw e valL 
E97544BOOpw. Bracluira Cilia 
404381 


0171 361 3519 


NORMANDY (MANCH6) lamhouae 
bi 2 acras. 20 ndna boaclioi. 4 
dbla bedrooms, gaa CH diah- 
msher a TV Fram £120 pw OIBI 
8400572 


DOmOGTC. Mora Owl SO dal|F<- 
tul vBtei, many wkh pooia. AB 

i bm SuRselest VHbs aSTa 

V7S78 Breohura. 0>ei 7078784 


CYCLE TOURING In Bfimity frem 
tin per weeiL Braten Dltaa 
01579390379 


TARN valley; Charnilng vRlags 
farmhouae. SpBCBoAv n& 
Stei 87. m. {01 273) 7204B2 


WINETKAILS Gouimet Wine & 
VWMng holiitey*. Shoit brnki. 
aaioa amsB groiMO V Mier msda 
tours wofidwhte. tne Renea Spain 
rtdy Buigwte Ctilte SJUHea 
UBdotr* CypnB NZ AuBtralta. 
01308 712111 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


gififng Holida}^ 



gwBt vs/we Ifsvsl antf insurdnee pseksge 




includes: ^ 

■ Charnel crossing by Hovercraft or Seacat wr 

your ear plus all pasaengers . 

• Persond inaisanee inclwSng wnnter sports cover 

for afl passengers 

■ RAC motoflog assistance 

p^taaHmWDmiw-BetSegnBor Dower • CataO depaiww 

UptolOdqrs Upto17d2^ 

Car-r2 09 S 

Ciritamily £119 B 

AddWoMladiilia C20 £25 . 

Fwite-2WNH«McMmiuniMr18Wid 

twauid la aaw/97.o u w wnai iB ni apply 



aasrfSBremes 



PORTt DU SOLEIL 

LiLXurv 

• ErrSuitf Faci!it»c> 

. Q'laliUe^ iiistruc'urb 
■BASi; 


SKI LA COTE 

Tel: ni432 66^357 


Op to £100 aR 

i3aa5fpf*«S- 

MresortsaeM 

OSASCaMdte 

fbrtanhctbten^^ 


AN^ICAN 

DUiAM 


SIMPLY 


Courchevel, 
McHbel, La Plagnc. 
Val d'Iserc, Verbier. 

Quaiiiy Cluiels 
Exrieileni Chikfcair Fjtiliiies 
Free MLi GuhIiii^ 

0181 742 2541 

ASTiVlUT 4TOtl»g3 *IW 


Holidays Afloat 


.I'f 



PRIVATE CRUISE abOBid lUL BR 
c rewed meter jmett. SIpa 6. 
Waianidine (9Bi year) OiSI 346 
B5I5. 

SOREN LARSat 1M Mp sNteg in 
am Paedle. VtmM 5 ID IB dteta 
from £448. e^ien Worfdwida 
AITO/ ATOLSSaa. 012S2 344191. 


SELF CATERING 
APPARTMENTS 
IN ZERMATT 
YEAR ROUND 

take ADVANTAGE OP A 
STBONG POUNDI 
irtwu he 2-6 parsons/ViewB M 
Bw M alWi iliem fei ose l o eld B ta/ 
a lew am teN ter EASTBI. 
Comui UOUNTAMVIEW 
HOUIMys in Geneve on 
(4122)7784011 OR 
FAX (4122)7762060 


If you 
wish to 
advertise 
in this 
section 
please 
telephone 
the 

Travel 

Team 

on 

0171 

293 2222 


£ 


I 




The veiy bate of 

uDConuBercial 


FnrjHnWNMdMfwnUddncrOT ‘★rrmnwtry'raff 

0181 766 0100 


[direct line uEUEisMiBl AganiwATaL 

pomr MUR te temted and paid prior A> J/jr MwiA/ 



SIMPLY 

misi'v 




wdgar WK Yioral oMuen 

■atwwNtpibiiApuub mrt 

JnemCj kaO*. A* 
*Eteutirte|*)iiiniwaau gtda 
kHrmr MUqk craMe 
a^flrahrfeSytwte, 

0181 995 9323 

inrun iroim itro 



KAUU.N 
lURUHC 
OIU DESIZ 
ISTANBUL 
DALrA\ 


rsti 


Spain 


Portugal 8 Madeira 


Pamaa (teiauy'teiMSihaMsmvaapTrareir 
Span, tum I Canaiv isands. CNbiaSs. 
Flyam.FWiKs CaaenaSlleitaleaiTmade 
opuns. Rus PvMBN & Maoem Powadis. 

Maiw nouSH, MAte S QuaiNi. inwvwiom 


MUNOl COLOR 



AN0AU7CUL CTannlng tinnbeuM 
a 0/0 ipL TrapleaJ couM mu9i at 
Qranula, twuo irwunutni A su. 
Enchant i ng gHw/ ltt i Bo aa, wed 
con* lb £100^ 01305 812417. 


BENAHAV18 mountain vBiaga no 
•08 5 Karbala. i badr. RaL atim- 
ning peel, tennia, ssrdaim. CiSS 
idulN. DO 34 52855120 


AHOALUCIAN MOUNTAIN COI^ 
TAGE alpa S-8, Smli soo. own 
pool. quBRy acoom. Had SpNn to 
£1 73 pw 01 482 458083 


I CATAUMNL Bam aaiectten we vll- 
ba 5 apte with pooia A hotels. 

Spwiiah Hpbeur (01 17) 906 0777. 


SITGES (CATALONIA) Self cen- 
telnad apt io ML alpa 3. 00343 
7271929 


■miviwr.iL 

TWAVB.URS 

SPAN 

Traditional 
cwiniry houM», villas 
and apartmcnls In 
nHintrraidc Spain nnd 
Pnrtugal. 

nee eoteim BBoenna 
■Dfe (9990) lasses 

QlflTE BEF Ei»IM 


AmOALUOA . baauUul oNva nSi 5 
peel In Mn vBage nr Rhenda. Gl 
vlawa. Hen. taaia. SIC teds ter 2* 
1Z AH COmtoRS (01348) 874381 


ANOALUCIA earamatiuta. Caaiine 
Li Uaneha. DIatInelIvs a ««eap- 
HoMlBeiailrYPrbpmtiaaidlhprl- 
vNa poob ki eKWatea grounds h 
weneafM rurN teewtena. inoa 
Ihnrel 01403 2SO7S0 (24 hrs) 
ABTAATOL 1462 AITO. 


NE7UA. 4 bed. Z bon. (IndLidteg 
wlioelciielr access) tsam hoime 
en iraMc tree estaiA 1 ten. geed 
beech. Aratebte 1.3J7. R aBA97 
6 23.8.97 an, From £185 p.w. 
terane/Pax aamer, 00 34$ 2S2 14 ; 
92 


VtNT/tOE SPAIN. Caunby houaes 
wlin pecte In unspoilt saas at 
Caiahinya 5 Andteucla. Nr coasL 
01954 281431 AJTO ATOL 2787 


CASAS CANTABRICAS 1987 
broefiura at eonags holldeys In 
beautlfii, urspo/R regions el N 
Spate a PomnN 01223 328721 

Ana 


,/^’Don'l forget 
to mention '. 
[TTte btdqfenrienh 
'when replying to 
'■'.^adverts 


FVance 


irAJECJE A 
NIEW ]LOO)]K Air 
OlUllEi IFlEiANClE 
& SPA][N 


p-L'h/rp>Ti'^'n. 

■ Si LISa&Y MOBILI 
HOMEHQUDSfS 




An outsiapding choice of iho \-er\* best camping and 
luxury mobile home holidays. Great value and perfect 
for timiUcs. Under I8s sta>’ free. 





nRocHu^s.^4 HR.) 0990 143 552 
0990 360 360 


,ORSEE- yOL'R-TRAVtf. A&iiST 
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The urge 
to have 
a go is 
irresistible 

Jill Colchester and her 
sons spend a day at 
the Bristol Exploratory 

Kfto and Merry Colchester play 3D noughts-and-cr o sses at the Bristol lExplofatory photograph: chrisiopherjones 



P uzzle over optical illusions, play 
with electricity, e^eriment with 
cbemistiy or walk into infini^ with 
the help of a mirror. Hie Bristol 
E^loratory was Britain's first handsKin 
science centre - and the ui^e to have a go 
is still almost irresistible. The huge vari- 
ed of exhibits (known here as “piores' 
b^useyou explore them) could keep you 
here for days. Everything is made on site, 
clearly explained and easy to operate. 

The E^loratoiy is constantly changing 
as exhibits are improved and new ones 
added. It occupies two floors of the mag> 
niflcent Temple Meads Old Station, one 
of Isambard Kingdom Brunei's most 
impressive structures. Each exhibit 
demands a physical relationship to make 
it work - not just pushing buttons on com- 
puter displays - so chUdren and adults 
learn through experience rather than 
having to remember what they have seen 
on yet another screen. 

I'f you had ever wondered what causes a 
tornado, why the Clifton su^nsion bridge 
stays up, or how geologists find out about 
the' composition of rock, this is the place to 
be - an ^ucational adventure plaj^und. 


The Victors 

Jill Colchester, dance teacher, took her 
sons Kito, 1 1, and Meny, 8. 

Jill: The Exploraloiy bad a very good 
ambience andwas visually very exciting - 
from the smart black-and-red entrance to 
the exhibits themselves. As we walked in. 
there was the lovely sound of children 
enjoying themselves. It felt spacious, so 
there was no desperate rush to get on 
something immediately. The layout was 
excellent: 1 liked the way the space was 
^lit into areas dealii^ with different top- 
ics like light, electricity and chemist^. 
The effect of going from the somewhat 
darkened room on ground floor ro the 

naturally Ur upper floor was startling. 

I think it is i^uable that the children felt 
so much a part of everything. Most of the 
exhibits reUed on you doing something to 
them but there were a few unexpected 
things like the colour maze which just 
required you to think about it. I also 
thought the Stradivarium sound room 
was a nice surprise. 

The children spent a short time on each 
thing, being lured by the one next door 


before long. But they could have ^ more 
involved S they had wanted. Kito reck- 
oned we needed at least tluee hours there 
to get round everything. 

He enjoyed it immensely. Meny was at 
a disadvantage because he has difficulty 
reading. He had to work out what to do 
by doing it. I think as the place is geared 
towards children of primary-school age 
more pictorial instructions would have 
been useful. 

Meny: The Eiqiloratoiy was realty good. 
There were loads of things to do and 
although there were lots of people we 
didn't have to queue for anything. The 
best thing was the really long tube which 
you talked down and it echo^ back. I also 
made eveiything work on pedal pxnver - 
the train, the beacon ii^t, the television, 
everything. The air canon was good. I hit 
one end and it sent a puff of air quite a 
long way to a target and if you stood in 
front of it you got hit 
Downstairs was quite dark and you had 
to read more to understand what to do. The 
things upstairs were much easier to under- 
stand just tw looking at them, i enjoyed the 


musk room where we played witb some- 
thing that made sound louder or softer. 

Kito: I have always been interested in sci- 
ence so 1 love th^ sorts of plac« but I 
think this is a great place for everyone. 
There were never-ending things to do, lots 
to read and lots to learn but near^ every- 
tbing was hands on. 

I really hired the electriciQr section. 
There was a plasma tube which you put 
your hands on either side and it made a 
green band go from one band to ^he other 
showing the current go across it 1 was very 
interested in the d^lay about artificial 
lighting. Pedal Power was good. It was 
interesting to see how much power is 
needed to run a television or a radio com- 
pared to a light bulb. 

I failed to make an arch upstairs 
because it kept faUing dovm - but I did 
make a nice picture with the Harmono- 
gj:aph and got good echoes emt of the 
echo tube. I also liked the 3D‘ noughts- 
and-crosses. There was a good exhibition 
on water where they explained how they 
cleaned water which 1 found very inter- 
esting. 


The Deal 

Bristol Exploratory, Bristol Old Station, 
Temple Meads, BristoL BSl 6QU (0117 
907 8000). 

Opening Times: daily from I0am-5pm, 
Qosed for one week over Christmas. 
Admission: adults, £5: children (S-171, 
£3J0; ti^ly ticket, £15. 

Access: the Exploratory is two minutes' 
walk from Bristol Ibmple Meads station 
whi^ connects with lotki services and the 
Intercity oeiworL car it is well sign- 
posted from the ciQr centre. It lies on 
many bus routes: nos 8 & 9 connect from 
the ci^ centre. 

Food: a small museum cafe serves 
snacks and light lunches geared for chil- 
dxerv. jacket potatoes from £230: pisa, 
£L60, beans on toast £1. Open school hol- 
idays and weekends only. Altemativety 
bring your own packed lunch to eat in the 
designated area. 

CLoaktoom & toilets: no supervised cloak- 
room. Coats can be left at your own risk on 
the ground floor by the toQeis. There is a 
disabled toilet and baby changing facilities. 

Catherine Stebbings 


In search of the perfect family break 

Conferences are squeezing children out of hotels, writes Deborah Jackson 



Ndls’ choice: the Pdmaily House Hotel, Loch Ness 


I was once sent to try out an 
award-winning family 
hotel on the south coast. 
On arrival, we discovered 
that our three children were 
the only small children stay- 
ing at the grand Victorian 
establishment thatweekend. 

'Yet the hotel was nearly 
full >with conference parties. 
As I struggled with my noi^ 
toddler along the corridors. 

1 felt sony for delegates try- 
ing to concentrate on their 
flip charts. 

Further investigation 
revealed that £lm of refur- 
bishments favoured corpo- 
rate, rathenhan junior, inter- 
ests. The pool had been 
redesigned to allow the con- 
struction of extra conference 
rooms, which meant parents 
could no longer watch their 
children from the open-plan 
bar. A bigger gym had ^en 
built where the children's 
playroom used to be - the 
new pla\Toom was small and 
dark and out of bounds to 
over-sevens. 

I put it to Nigel Edmund- 


Jones > editor of the 1996 
family guide And Children 
Come Too - that hotel loy- 
alty is distressingly split 
between family and confer- 
ence interests. “You've hit 
the nail on the head," he 
said. “This is what English 
hotels are like. The problem 
is that not enough families 
go to England for their hol- 
idays. and hotels end up 
with casual visitors and con- 
ference delegates." 

Some chain hotels are 
even filling in their sninuning 
pools to make space for more 
long tables and overhead 
projectors. Since children are 
barred from many country 
house hotels, sneered at in 
middle-range guest-houses 
and ignored nearly every- 
where else, where should the 
discerning family go for a 
ewiUsed weekend? 

Unless you have city-cen- 
tre motel meniali^. it can be 
hard to find the perfect fam- 
ily weekend hideaway - 
somewhere children are 
properly catered for, uithout 


dominating the day. Those 
hotels which do o^n their 
arms to young guests are to 
be treasured. We have cho- 
sen four of the best The only 
conference should be over 
whidi to sample first. 

The Old Bell, .\bbey Rovi; 
Malmesbaty, Wits (.01666 
822344). Sister hotel to the 
famous Wxilley Grange at 
Bradford on Avon, the Old 
Bell claims to be one of the 
oldest inns in the country. 
The philosophy is relaxed 
elegance with family friend- 
liness: silver service, aylish 
bedrooms, well-equipped 
children's playroom and 
nanny-on-site. 

Parents rela.x by ancient 
fireplaces (the old'est dates 
back to 12^) while children 
are fed high lea. The Den is 
open every day and nannies' 
services are fr^ during open- 
ing hours. Malmesbury is a 
small, busy tow'n beside a 
picturesque twist in the River 
Avon. In 960 it was the capi- 
tal of all England. You can't 
miss the Abbey - it's right 


next door. There are spedia! 
winter breaks at £195 per 
adult for two nights, includ- 
ing 6&B and an activity 
allowance towards honserid- 
ing, gliding, golf, tours, beauty 
treatments or the wine list 
Children pay £5 only per 
meal taken. 

Folmally House Hotel, 
Drunmadrochzt, Loch Ness, 
Invernesshire (01456 
450343). One of my favourite 
hideaways, and the children’s 
all-time best, with a 
menagerie of animals, a sta- 
ble full of ponies, a lawn 
strewn with bikes, an indoor 
heated pool, treebouse. 
adv'enture playground, day 
trips and organised actrvitie& 

Adult attractions include a 
tennis court, permanently 
blazing log fire and co^ 
libraty. There's bicycle and 
slu hire, stalking, riding and 
fishing in the hotel's trout 
pond. Meals are plucked 
from the surrounding coun- 
tryside: Aberdeen An^s 
beef. Tay salmon and Glen 
Affric trout. Full Highland 


breakfast includes game hag- 
^$. Special rate for two 
adults and two diUdren, any 
three nights, B&B. £399. 

Uoldi^t Cottage, Little 
Malvero, Worcestershire 
(01684 310288). Featuring a 
tedc^ bear in every delight- 
ful room. Holdfast Cottage 
dates back to the 17th cen- 
tury, with a 60^ar-old wis- 
teria and a view that’s (obvi- 
ously) as old as tbe hDls. 

Grown-ups come for the 
food and the impeccable ser- 
vice. but the infan t equip- 
meiU list is superb: stairgate, 
sand pit. spare pusb-chairs, 
see-saw, di^wsable bibs, hi^ 
diair and family pets on the 
targe lawn. Bal^ t»ck-caniers 
can be borrow^ and picnics 
packed for hill nolks. Special 
breaks for aiw two nights are 
£54 per adult per night, 
under-fives free, five to lOs 
charged according to appetite. 
A one-off charge of £5 for 
)Nrt-up beds. 

Armathwaite Hall HoteL 
Basseotbwalte Lake, 
Keswick, Cumbria t01768 


776551). This grand, 17th- 
centiiiy manor t^ces head-of- 
tbe-table position over 
Ba.S5eotbwaite Lake, look- 
ing south to the famous 
slopes of Skiddaw and 
Grisedale Pike. 

'rbe hotel’s Free Bee Oub 
includes a highly imaginative 
weekend activity pro- 
gramme for junior guests. 
There are swimming galas, 
lersODS in chocolate cookery. 


young etiquette, cocktail 
shafting, junior beauty and 
survival training, plus free 
entry to “Trotters and 
PrieDds". an idyllic animal 
fann. 

Any two nights from 
£77.50 per adult per night, 
including splendid, six- 
couise table d'hdte dinner. 
Children sharing their par- 
ents’ room go free, including 
high tea. 


Are we nearly | 
there? 

A round up of half-term ; 
ideas for kids , 


Craft workshops at the Geffrye 
Museum, Kin^and Road, London 
E2 (0171-739 9893) 18-21 Fieb- 
ruary, Tues-Sat 10.30am-12.45 
and 2-4pm, Sun pm only. Children 
can take part in textile design. 
metalwx)rk and paper-making. On 
21 February three- to five-year-olds 
will have an opponuniQ' to make 
coloured window lights. All activi- 
ties are free. 


fa 



RelMf% history at Warwick Castle, ' 
Warwick, (01926 406600) 15-23 ; 
Fdirtiary, daily 10am-5pm. Visi- 
tors will be swept back to medieval 
nmes during six daily performances. ' 
The 14th-century Great Hall pro- 
vides a magnificent backdrop to the ' 
Teconstnictions of hand combat, 
while in the castle’s annoujy visi- 
tors can handle heavy swords and 
tiy on armour for themselves. 
Admission is £8.75 for adults and 
£525 for children. ■. 


DinoMftes, Croydon Clock Tower, 
Katherine Street, Croydon (0181- 
253 1030) Mon-Sat llam-5am. 

Sun 12-5pm. An exhibition aimed 
at kids of 12 and under which takes ' 
visitors on an educational journey 
through the early years of 
dinosaurs. There's a quiz sheet 
av^able, and other activities invite 
children to make their own 
dinosaur landscapes, create clay 
mo^ls of fossils, and play archaeo- 
logical and excavation games. 
Admission £3 standard/ £2 conces- 
sions. under-fours are free. j 

Old Father Time at ttie Wallace 
Collection, Hertford House, 
Manchester Square, London W1 
(0171-935 0687) 19 February, 
10.30am-12.15. An activit>' 
session which explores the meaning 
of allegory through representations . 
of Old Father Time and other 
figures in the collection. *The event 
is suitable for six- to 12-ycar-nlds. 
Admission £2. booking essential. 


Star Trek, the Gas Hall, Birming- 
ham Museum and Art Gallery, 
Chamberlain Square, Birmin^am 
(0121 235 1966), daily 10am- 
5pm. As well as original costumes, 
props and sets from the Slur Trek 
TV series and feature films there 
are videos featuring Captains Kirk 
and Picard, Commander Sisko and 
other members of the crew. There 
is a particular emphasis on the idea 
that Star Trek has always been 
based on scientific fact, and visitors 
can see how some once futuristic 
screen gadgets, such as the portable 
phone and automatic translator, 
have become a really. Admission 
jD. 95. concessions £3, family ticket 
£1150. 


The Happiest Days of four Life? 
Ordsall Hall Museum, Taylorson 
Street. Salford (0161 872 0251) 
Mon-Fri lOam-12.30, 1.30-5pm, 

Sun 2-5pm. An exhibition about 
school life since VTctorian times 
which may well cause children to , 
think more fondly of their own 
modem schools. The exhibition 
cov’ers subjects such as classroom 
routines, equipmenL discipline and 
dress. On the more light-hearted 
front there is a “True Stories Black- ' 
board" which encourages people to 
confess to any school prariks they 
may have got awav with. Free 

I 

The Met Office Weather Gallery, 

The Beacon, Whitehaven (01946 
592 302) Tues-Sun 10am- 
4.30pm. The gallery aims to raise ] 
awareness in youngsters about ' 
issues such as global wanning. It 
also offers do-it-yourself TV 
weather forecasting and a weather 
machine that explains how various 
weather processes work. Admission ' 
£3.30 adults, £2.75 OAPs, £110 
children, students and unemploved. ^ ' 

Abigail Rayner ■ 
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The Silures are coming! 

Helen Lewis finds members of an Iron Age re-enactment group on their mettle 



Weekend warriors: members of the modern-day Silwes tribe PHoromtAFiccHRSFOFHERjoNES 


S trolling around the Glastoobuiy 
lake %^lage. admiring Uie lion 
Age dwellings, don't be alanned 
if you come face to face with a 
fi^' Celtic warriors sharpening their 
swords, ruining knife handles on foot- 
driven lathes or even going into battle 
around rced-ihaiched roundhouses. 

The modem Silures tribe is a history 
re-cnoeiment group whose members 
willingly spend weekends enduring the 
lifestyle of first-century British Celts. 
Thev inhabit reconstructed round- 
houMS on sites of ancient settlements, 
sleeping on earthen floors- and, in good 
Celtic tradition, fighting. 

"I spend five days a week as a 
bereavement counsellor and occupa- 
tional therapist: for the other two. I 
time trav'el.** Eryl Jones feels she has 
found the perfect solution to a stress- 
ful Nineties lif^tyle. 

Mrs Jones is joined by 30 or so 
others at weekends. They share a love 
of history and the compulsion to do 
something a little more King Arthur-ish 
than joining a local historical society. 

Members of the original Silures tribe 
were described as short, wiry, dark- 
haired and extremely' fierce, with tribal 
lands in VViIes stretching from the River 
Severn to western Gwent and as far 
norA as the Brecon Beacons. The mod- 
em group is mainly from South ^^les, 
but English members are welcome. 

"We'try to emulate Iron Akge Celtic 
life as accurately as possible to show 
people it was not a shabby or primitive 
era. This was a time when skilled peo- 
ple lived within an organised sodety.” 
Mrs Jones says. 

The group Is in big demand, not only 
for “hack, slash and feast" shows, but 
also for demonstrating Celtic crafts, 
assisting school parties in the teaching 
of Iron .Age history and archaeology, 
and doing film work. An enormous 
amount of time is put into researching 
the era. '‘Authenticity is the key, and 
everything wc do is based on archaeo- 
finds," says Mrs Jones. "Our cos- 
tumes are hand-stitched, using mater- 
ial either woven on appropriate looms 
or first checked under a magnifying ^ass 
to ensure that the cloth could have been 
produced in the first century'. The 
colours must be as near as possible to 


the plant dyes used at the time, and our 
tools, weapons and jewelieiy are pro- 
duced on andent-s^e for^ 

"Our food includes stewed and spit- 
roasted meat, cooked on open fires, and 
only vegetables and puls^ that were 
available at the time. This means onions 
are out - they were introduced by the 
Romans at a later date. We also eat 
unleavened bread and honey cakes." 

As fir^-centuiy Celts, they live in vrin- 
dowless roundhouses lit candles 
made from animal fat, sleep on mud 
floors, and cook on chi^ey-less fir^ in 
the centre of a single room. A Celt’s life 
seems to have been harsh, but th^ evi- 
dently loved self-adornment: the wealth- 
iest wore heavy iron jewelieiy, and war- 


riors painted their faces and bodies 
with intricate patterns before battle. 
The modern-day Celts use the vivid 
blue extract from boOed leaves of wild 
woad plants. 

The Silures were a tough lot arid were 
never fully conquered by ^ Romans. 
After a series of dadies and struggles, 
they were allowed to their chiefs 
and were gn^n a de^ee of seif-rale, 
aiiiiough thedr taxes went to Rome. 

Eiyl Joneses partner, Steve, provides 
warfare tr aining. He nnanage»^ to Com- 
bine the roles of chief baSe captain 
and safety officer. Mrs Jones is events 
organiser. ' 

"Anyone is welcome to join us for 
one event to see if they enjoy it After 


three shows they can become an asso- 
ciate memt» r and talrp. on a chararto r 

to re-enact, makmg their own dotbW. 
shoes and any other items t^ need,” 
Mis Jones says. ‘A. member is expected 
to learn a cr^ or skill m keeping with 
their chosen character to demoiutrate 
at events. We have no rales on the per- 
son’s status, as as it is an accurate 

portrayaL" 

The Sihaes tribe can be found at Castdl- 
HenBys, Dyfed; St Ft^ans, near Card^ 
the Glastanbury fake xiBage; Butso’ 
Iron Age farm, near Partsrnouth, and 
New Bant, near Dorchester. Details: 
Mrs Erjd Jones, 20 Matdip Viewi 
Bristol BS15 SPY (01179 374059). 


M others tell their 

children that if they ' 
eat enough carrots 
they will be al^ to see in 
the dark. That was exactly 
what Z fomd 1 could do one 
night in the New Finest this 
week— although die zhagjc ' 
element that made it 
posable was not root 
vegetaUes, but a dninky, 
telesc(^)e-like instrument 
known as a the rmal miager. 

Out counting deer with 
dm Rsrestty Comniisaozi 
rangers, I moved mto a 
strange, axK^enviionment 
in vidiSdt heat, radier than ■ 
fii^.reyeals die seorets d 
i^lfat li& on (he Umd The 
imager picks'up the radiant 
wanstth givmi off by living 
c^tures, trees and build- 
ii^ and is so sensitive, that 
it can detect a rabbit a mQe 
. a:^. A^ heat source 
sikm lip as a reddish glow. 

Cnusing in a Land Rover 
between the woods around 
New ^efc Manor- now a 
hotel, but origiaaUy one of 
the hunting lodges bu3t by 
Chariesl-wesoon picked 
iq) deer feeding out in a 
field. The night was pitch- 
dark, with a thin crescent of 
moon showing throngh bare 
brandes. and the naked 
eye could see nothing. But 
f l i m iigh the iiTtager even L 
a beginner, could discern 
that the bright pink shapes 
sfamdmg out from the black 

background were fallow 
budes. Whenwe 
approached within 100 
metres, their details became 
so dear that ghostly flickers 
d red bounced off their 
antlers as they turned their 
heads back and ftnth. 

Tbeie were also a dozen 
raMts going about their 
business. As I watched, a 
fox appeared and made a 
rush at one of them: when 
its target escaped, it sat 
dowu to take stock of the 
situation, quite unaware 
that humans had eyes on it 
In this surreal scene, the 
true colours of the animals 
were immateiiak because it 
was their body heat that we 
were seeing, ^ showed up 
the same reddtsh-prnk. 

For the young local 




Duff Hart-Davis 


Forest rangers 
went out at 
night with a 
thermal 
imager, as 
used by the 
SAS. They 
were looking 
for deer - but 
that’s not all 
that glowed 
in the dark ... 


rangers. Robert Colin- 
Stokes and Andy Page, this 
was a trial run, the first 
time they had used the 
imager. But th^ had an 
ex pe rt tutor in the form of 
Derek Stocker, the 
commission’s wildlife 
officer for the south and 
west, who has conducted 
extensive trials over the 
■ past two years. 

Counting woodland dCer 
by conventional means is 
notoriously difflculL Even 
with a big team of trained 
spotters, many animals are 
misseti and totals arrived at 
are generally reckoned to 
be one-third below the real 
ones. In recent years it has 
become fashionable to 
count by collecting dung- 
saraples, but this methed 
also has many detractors. 

Enter the thermal 
imager, which started life as 
a targeting device on 
surface-to-air missile 


sviitems. Two wars ago, the 

Forcstn' Commission 
borrowed one from the 

and was w inipresseu 
thnt it hired another from 


£40,000. ^ . 

Trials in Scottand, Torit- 
shire the Marches (in Shtuf^ 
dure) and the West QnmtO' 
haw revoiled that earlier 
counts wen? indeed senous 
undetestimaws. Pot instance, 
in Mortimer RjfusL near 
Ludkw, the experienced 
resident ranger, John Sfh.*cu, 
reckoned that he had 200 
fellow deer on his ground. In 
a single night with the Inuser 
counters he found 460. 

The merit of the device is 


threefold: it is veiy 
accurate: it does not disturb 
the deer, and it enaMcs the 
counters to sex most of the 
animals they sec. Furnished 
with precise data of this 
kind, the Commission is in 
a far better position to 
explain to the public why 
annual culls are necessary 
(rangers have to shoot 
about 1,000 deer in the 
New Forest every year to 
keep Che population stable). 

As Mr Stodter found, the 
view through an imager 


seems to take some getting 
used to. The heat patterns 
given off by sheep and red 
deer (which have very thick 
coats) are mudi the .same, 
so that at long la^ it is 
hard to tell the difference. 
Roe deer, in contrast, stand 
out veiy well and at this 
time of the year bucks arc 
eorily dbtinguished, because 
their growing antlers are 
covered by the thick, hairy 
skin known as veh'et, and 
this, being full of blood 
vessels, shows up brightly. 

Beginners, however, do 
not take long to cotton on 
to the niceties of the new 
system. “There are 12 fallow 
does out there," reported 
Robert at one point during 
our night cruise. “One of 
them's just defecated, and 
the droppings are still 
glowing red” 
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NEXUS 

UNATTACHED? 

Hndy, read and asm the f6Dawii« qaestkms to tSscover 
wbeito you need fojom somednog: 

1. Do you foci to okl for dK <&sco scene and toe young to 
be pnt out to grass? 

2. Do the people yon wofc wito bnegiae you have a full 
social I& when the tndi is you go hotoe to four walls 
aodtheloDy? 

3. Do yen fed lost at Cbriatmas wfaea everyooe is with 
dietr fiiBBds ind tonily? 

4. Are yoo unre rebeved when Monday rDomiDg comes 
bcciuse yea bare mote to look feiward to than on 
Fridqr nig)il? 

5. Are yoB going on boliday alone or not at all? (Not 
dmR^ dioiee.) 

6. Do yoo hde hvring fiwnds or £unily patronise you by 
fining yoD a partner for a dniKr pai^ or social event? 

7. DoycaSnditbaidteeenKatendBtitwaslicetDieceive 
aneceitiBgandyaRMeoim ui B ilMium DBo cidi M? 

IF THE ANSWER TO ANY OF THE ABOVE IS YES, 
YOU COULD DO SCMdETHING ABOUT m 
NEXUS IS THE KEY THAT OPENS THE DOOR TO LIFE 
AS A SECURE AND FULFILLED SlNCHf PERSON IN, 
WTHAT SEEMS LUCE, A WORLD OF COUn.ES. 

WE ARE NOT A MARRIAGE BUREAU OR A DATING 
SERVICE AND YET, BETWEEN MEMBERS. WE HAVE 
AN AVERAGE OF 2 MARRIAGES, OR SETTING UP 
HOUSE TOGETHER, EACH WEEK. THAT HAPPENS 
NATURALLY AND IS NOTHINC TO DO WITH US 
WHICH ORGANISATION OFFERS THE SINGLE 
PERSON MORE? FIND OUT BEFORE APPLYING TO 
JOIN NEXUS. 

RING ONE OF OUR MAIN OFFICES FOR THE 
BROCHURE: 

LONDON 0181 367 632S SOUTH 01202 730US 

NORTH 0113244S186 SCOTLAND OUl 221 1090 
N.MIDLANDS 0121472 1968 WEST 01823274723 

S.MIDLANDS0I86933SS0I WALES 0I286831S99 

HEAD OFFICE 01 237 47 1 704 

NEXUS HOUSE, 6 THE QUAY, BIDEFORD, 
NJ3EVON, £X3» 2HW. 
INFORMATION TAPE 8891 886 978>caBs are datgedM 
3^ per nbmte de^ rate aod 4% ps- oanute d dl ote tunes. 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
gnaraatee that 
respondents will Rcdve 
a t^y when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
tluit as a matter of 
eonrte^ they win. 
When maicing cotUaci 
with pMple for the first 
time h is advisable to 
meet in a pidriic piacc 
-iivi let a of 

your family or trusted 
friend know where yon 
win be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution ^ten 
giving out personal 
details. Thisuin he 
respected by gemnae 
R^oQdents. 
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for £25. Next 250 ealkr* job 
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forjastOS 

(■camletd iniroductmT fee f40j. 
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Oiahm/euviroas. «e odb 

WMWPrftilg plig 

deuikd isdGIb of membas. 
at *vah» f» Bueey' rates. 
Ah MiAAnfeipraHian. 
01625 613256 
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DINERS 

[ PROFESSIONAL j 

\ mie Dining dub for young, unattached prelesslond people’ 3 
( Select loca) restauranis, fne food and a good timd I 

1 What more could you wanO^J i 

. Contact Stuart or Carol on 01277 6241SI9 

I nen-Fti, Office Houis 9am-epm w weekends on 0374 783494 i 
Vbty low membership fie^ 25>45 age groups (strictly) I 
"For good fun. full W ioou c tlons and above bH no camaUoni* I 

I 

,Gkll Diners PROFESSIONAL NowIwmmhw&» • 




I Unattached Profasdonab 
in the Soutii and West 

0117 973 5877 

I tmeoD • GUIS • mis • OEvoN 

• SOMBBET • DOesn > laiSRX 
• tXEISt • laUBO • S. MMS 
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BRISTOL CAUlNa Meet nmeene 
apacW wtifi Bto IniroducSons. 
Grit CMs new lor pasomcartL 
daiaW aanrlce on Briaiol (OUT) 
9736683 . 

imurs BYE iimiooucTiONSier 
Km & London prer. ain^. 
lamrief for|usrC8B. Ofto-tn* 
8BHi Fob. Fnophene DBM 


RmSMQLEBHOUDAYbiAnAiu- 
olai fmdwuae for 1 waek Juno 
ai 9L TM 01 M 8B607S7 (or dn«S. 

MAIE, IIBMirS. 

Ing, Ukas 
WLTH^gungaii ratlt irafotnm 
wIttiaOSOH for HendaNp and 
po tilhi n w ln ilo fh l p . London 
bnoed. Photo eeaenllBK Box No 
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PROFESSIONAL FEMALE, 31 YRS 
OLD. Norm East sesks genuine 
man for tfnner. italko. theaue, 
and-8oxNa 1:1946. 

45. ESUSSEX. GREEN, 
WM* aoes .3aa. party muele. food. 
KrepoNn, Feynimii. MataowHto. 

■wrie p. raUgion. T.v. WLTU 
MM wm Ska baggi^. Bn No 

GOOD TWE8 NEEOeoi Attractive 
?* ** WL.™ oxet^ tomate 
^ ®« No 

male. 36, ATTRACTIVE untetthhil 
bid piiw fw.aootaariiaMedcHd. 
2? ft** ww 

^ ph niogtaph (rptumodt Pfloro- 

dated. BOK No M97a 

St^EUiC WOMEN In good 
**yv 6ody and oilnd. aeake 
*5-6$. Oran, for quaSiy 

|[|*tomanal retogombfo. 8n No 
attractive vmiAN. 

wa, dfveippd, Oidord based, 
5i;wa rLbeefc ^catop.egidoora. 
M11tttiearo.lMMgaMBMn.36- 
ss In- raUoMNp. Bn No M974. 


TWO WARM. INTELUGENT, knith 
pendent leBMias. 35 and 4E nvbiB 
In Tuseeny. wouM nh* to share 
CMnd capuedno. end eutlure. 
■Mil two unanadwd RNiBe cd ttn- 
Her age. PhtMo plane. Box No 
1:1975. 

PROF. HALE 4E romaiiile. lafMng. 
Okw dneoM. mude. countryside. 
BMlei brtghL Mnd, albadin My. 
3040 ynta old. tor a nMtOMNp. 
BtMeiisaiahWMi BnNQkiSTa. 

CARING ROUAKnC PROFES- 
SIONAL ntte, 40*0 loaha 30's, 
■wee bi bttitillul countryside. 
WLTH attraedva «amBO In her 
airs. FholD plaaaB. Bn No 1:1977. 

HEREFORDSHIRE KERO (prBle^ 
aWy IsMeti). who Is kbiifcMss per- 
sonated and has a sasi for ate. 
lught by dkn, 49 yrs young. 
' iMy.8nftobl978. 


GAY MALE 37, praleastonsL 
ttnessd and tisarUng for 40, 
WLTM a bri^ aaon^ gwdlo guy, 
yeungsTi f) and funny, 10 pul a dl 
Into penpactlw. and share Uta, 
town, irinaand tibns. Photo nould 
be good. Walas/S.W. Box No 
1:1900. 

HIDM’S FEMALE, ImeHtgenL 
euiaedve. good eompnny, WUM 
M Head, n a t w i, Iw^.iMnded, 
erliBMied. (or Mms. gaOeiles A 
dieetoe. 40's. Emotional iMirty 
eaaentiaL Photo appr. Land. Bov 
Notisn. 

RND AS WELL AS SEEK, lots go 
lunfwr.SnNohiaea. 

MED. DOCTOR, 37 YRS OLD, 
Monde, 1B7 eme. amiBhiOenitti, 
eurrendy N.W. of U.K. wdh biter. 
esiB bi travel, muaie. mecBie i len. 
euRura, wortd allaln, and more, 
saelti that aaoie ana apaoM with 
beauty, wliilnm, and humour, to 
dtocevar new hertzons, mid 
eqiton a p«t M haavan legamarl 
Photo apfsadataiL BnNo bf 984. 

ATTRACTIVE COUPLE, 42+43, 
aperHMndad, fto aaahs sbnir lor 
graat advenOms. EHlds. 8m No 
1:1985. 

PROF. FEMALE many Interests, 
WLTM mnu «-€S. for sedal A 
UaveL Pragwetl c type eppmci- 
atod. Hide ArpM Bn No 1:1986: 


To advertise 
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Seema 
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on 0171 
293 2347, 
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~VALEirmfi LOVERT far Roman, 
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PANCIABLE FEMALE 40 WLTM 
Sana sperm daaer far plarmtt 
paventhood asap. Soot Sox No 
tlSTS. 
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Anna Pavord continues her series on gardening priiicipJes 

This week: pruning 




P lants present many of 
the same characteris- 
tics as children. An 
intense period of brmg- 

them On, worr ying about 
right food and so on, is fol- 
by an equally intense 
Hod of trying to hold them 
ck. But gardeners do have 
^ enormous advantage over 
l^ts: there is no equivalent 
feruning in chil d care, 
pt is a mistake, tbou^, to 
vk at secateurs primarily as 
Beiuive weapons. Gmd 
tuning is a matter of working 
* th, rather than against, a 
>U 1 t. The most important . 
log. before you make any 
^is, is to have clearly in your 
the essential qualities of 
K plant you are about to 
|ttack. 

I If you have a tall, upright 
brub blocking a view in the 
(pjden, it is pointless to chop 
le top off each season in an 
yon to refashion it as a short, 
shrub. Instead, you must 
|me to terms with the irritat- 
fact that you. or the previ- 
i owner of the garden, have 
nted it in the wrong place, 
erefore, it should be moved 
her than heavily redesigned, 
me tall, upright shrubs - it 
ly be philadelphus or May- 
wering kerria - do need reg- 
ir pruning, but this Is not to 
>ke them shorter. It is to 
sure a plentiful di^ItQr of 
!sh new growth that will 
iwer more freely than the 
1 

Pruning is something we 
ipose on shrubs for our own 
Y*(ds rather than theirs. Shrubs 
K I not die if they are left 
Fopruned. os anyone who has 
taken over a neglected garden 
ticnows only too welL Away 
'I &om the flashing knife, jas- 
'mine just keeps getting bigger. 
So do pyracantha. fbr^rthia 
and weigela. Pruning is a use- 
ful tool in erecting the delicate 
barrier against chaos which is 
at the core of garden-making. 

A garden is a construct, a 
reordering of the elemerus- 
earth, water, leaves, flowers - 
that exist untrammelled on the 
other side of the barrier. 

»' Armed with secateurs and 
some strong, long-handled top- 
pers, you become a sculptor, 
releasing the forms suggested 
by the material to hand. Wth 
o\'ergro\v7i shrubs, you have a 
choice: sculpting or moulding. 

The second l« the more 
drastic: cutting the whole thing 
to the ground and working 
with the new growths that 
spring up the following season. 
This is the best course to take 
if you want to move a shrub. 
Unencumbered by top growth, 
it will be easier to manhandle. 
It will also find the business of 
putting down new roots easier 
if it does not simultaneously 
have to send food and drir^ up 



plant \bu arc modi more 
IflceW to find new shoots gcow- 
old-vodd U^ict up 
the tdasL Oft old stems ba^ 
to the juact^?mi£ the new 
growth And new growth 

in. Cuthack^^Jatecal 

to axincte Kow and 
again, it pays totti^oota 
stem coiq^stdyat^ijDid 
level, espkially.^i^ffl dieinaini 
framework of a dinbt^ ibse' 
has crept higher and hi^er-ap 
its support This drastic TBf&ic- 
tion sonietinies'iQEces the rose 
to send out a new Afaoot fn»Q 
the base. Ahef^ qxringmnkh ■ 
nffl hdp, toa 

AU dogwoods, ^uefa as Cor- 
nus bQmi ^figawifisshna*, grown 
for their decorative winter 
bark, should be cut back hard 
now. The balk colour is much 
brighter on new growth than 
old. so you -want as nmeh of it 
as you can get. 

1 dteal and cut just half 

back each season. That is 
because 1 do notwant to lose 
entire^ the bulk of the shrub 
in spring. the aU-or-noth- 
ing efE^ cut back ah growths 
to witlun three inches ^ die 
ground. Ambivalent gardeners 
can cut out the dnllest- 
colonred wood -and leave the 
rest *HegaDtissiraa* has pretty, 
vari^ated foliage, so there is 
some merit in this 
sooner rather than later. 


PHOTOGRAPH: GARDEN PICTURE UBRARY 


Pruning 

practicalities 


You’ve got to be 


This diecklist help new 
gardeners to dec^ w^h 
praning treatment to deal out 
to common shrubs, and avoid 
unnecessary haircuts. 




POOtSHED: GREENHOUSES 


iven even the sligbtost encouragement, 
I 'gawfarirng teuds topTOgrcss rapjdty from 
_ J secessaiy chore to t^sessive passion. At 
-some pc^t in this tranation you axe bound to 
jainnj»^^ l l<;^»Torf M lSid^hi*y™g^ 5 ^^^^hQiise. Do 
itiWidi die exception of a new and bigger gar- 
den, nodimg can so immediately and dramati- 
caBy esoend your horticulnnal horizons. 

. ^heetandard ^eenhouK is 6fc X SfL but any 
sensiUe-gaidener will gj as big as he or she can 
afibrd'tmd -accommodate. It will fill up remark- 
ably qiockly. When you sow a padeet of seeds you 

' dGoi^4i^ a lot of room.'t^by the time tim 
^ prick^ out into three-inch pots it 
is a xSfforent story. Some greenhouses are 
d^aedtoaccept add-on sections, allowing for 
aepanann in Itnft with demand, whfeh seems emi- 
nendysensflrie. Fbr the tightest spaces, a hexag- 
onal design provides a lot of growing room for 
the area covered and looks nat^ inio & baii^in. 

A big dedstoo is whether to go for wood or 
mttaL IheinqjnidBQce of using afiamewoik con- 
tainn^ iron is Dlustrated by the small fortune 
recent^ spient on restoring the \^ctorian palm 
house at ^^£m. Iron nists - and greenhouses are 
damp places. The majority of greenhouses are 
non-corroding aluminium which is both 


cruel to be kind 


lo the top storey. 

This is what f am going to 


1 


do with an Alba rose that has 
become ridiculously large and 
blots out the planting behind 
' . Once I had become irritated 
it, I saw how little it was 


contributing after its brief, 
though admittedly heaefy, sea- 
son of flowering. It needs a 
less prominent position. There 
is stUi time, before it gets into 
full growing gear, to cut it 
down and move it to a new bil- 
let. 

From this tune of the year 

infected a kind offever. We 
want to get outside and start 
flailing around, trying to regain 
possession of the battleground. 
There is a tendency to snip 
away at everything in sight, 
reducing all shrubs, whatever 
their habit, to barred buns. 
Resist the temptation. The gar- 
den may be tidy, but by reduc- 
ing ail die shrubs to the same 
common denominator vou will 


have missed the point of grow- 
ing them at ail 

In the most general terms, 
shrubs chat flower in ±e first 
half of the year do so on 
growth made during the previ- 
ous year. These can be pruned 
after flowering. Shrubs that 
flower in the second half of the 
year bear tbe flowers cm 
new wood they have made in 
the first halt These are best 
not pruned straight after flow- 
ering, but left until about now. 

Pnioing kicks a shrub into 
top growing gear. ‘'Crumte.” it 
says to itseUL “someone's trying 
10 do me in.” and it pomps 
energy into dormant growth 
buds lying along its stems to 
replace what it feels it has lost 
If you pruned a late summer- 


flowering buddleia or caiy- 
opteris when it had just fin- 
ished flowering, the resultant 
tender new growths would 
coincide fatally with the first 
frosts. So you leave them until 
February before pruning. 

Buddleia thrives perfeedy 
well without any pruning, as 
you can see on any raihv^ 
embankment But left 
unpruned, the bushes get very 
big. And the trusses of flower 
coming from old wood are 
smaller than the ones that are 
produced on new wood. to 
get the shrub to produce the 
showiest flewets, you need to 
persuade it to produce new 
wood each season. 

First, cut out all weak and 
straggly growths altogether. 


Then cut back the rest of the 
growths drastically, leaving just 
one or two pairs of buds on 
each branclL Old specimens 
may become congested after 
years of this treatment If a 
likely looking new shoot 
springs from below the main 
framewortu take the oppottu- 
oiQr to saw away one of the old 
branches complete^. 

Rambling roses and rambler 
lypes such as ‘Albertine' should 
have been dealt with when 
they finished flowering last 
year. Tbe chmbers that need 
attention now are the climbing 
sorts of fa^rid tea roses. 

Roses in this group flower 
on new wood but (unlike ram- 
blers) rarely produce new 
growths from the base of the 


No r^iar pruning; occasional 
thiraik^ ai^ lenoval of dead 
shoots: Abella, abutikm, acer, 
raTtiftiiia eveigreen ceanothus, 
dstus, cotoneaster, cytisus, 
elae^Dus, fotria, genista, 

hamamelis, hyrirangftfl, 

Tnagnntia, osmanthus, 
pyracantha {bm can be trimmed 
to shape ^ necessary McQhJufy% 
riKxl^Ddion, senedo (put 
back flower stems in ourumn), 
sL-hnrnia, syilllga. 


Remove one-flnrd of oldest 
shoots in qxing or after 
flowerii^ eadi year, to 
encmuraip fresh flowering 
shoots: Beibe^ choi^ 
cotmiii^ deutzia, escaUonja, 
forsythia, hydrangea (or leave 
unpruned), winter jasmine, 
kerria, phiibdelphus, phlomis. 
poteotiila. ribes, rosemary, 
spiraea, symphoricarpw,' 
vmuriiutn {&iHyftoweivig), 
weigela 


Cut back hard in sprii^ 
Buddleia, caiyqpteris, 
deciduous ceanotinis, 
ceratostigma, cornus (firlu^ 
forms), fiichsia (flost usualfy 
does itforyou), lavatera, 
perovskia. 


die^ and.virtuaUy maintenance-free. A new 6ft 
xSfttme can your for less than £300. However. 
Its bri^it, rilveiy surface tends to disagreeably 
obtrusive. An aciyHc pmnt finish, available in a 
variety of neutral colours, spares this embarrass- 
ment but bumps up the price considerably. 

Wooden greenhouses have the great advan- 
tage tfbdng mote attractive to look aL The main 
drawback is that roost softwoods rot fairly 
rapidly unless they are painted or varnished and 
legularlymaintained. The only way to avoid this 
mqor mconvenience is to use a naturally durable 
tiziri)er such as \i^ern Red Cedar. This will 
reast rot for decades without any treatment, and 
weatiier to a pleasiDg sQveiy gcey. Unfortunately, 
wouldn't you just know it, they cost at least tmee 
as much as an equivalent aluminium model 

Horticultural ^ass is supplied as standard to 
most greenhouses. Other possible options are 
ton^ened glajs (eaq^ensive), or various plastics 
such as -polycarbonate, pedythene or rigid UFVC. 
All are less good at transmitting U^t and have 
a limited life span so are only worth coxisider- 
ing if there is a real risk that children, or van- 
dals, m^ break the glass. 

It always makes sense to look before you buy. 
and larger garden centres usually have a num- 
ber of ^ow greenhouses. Check the framework 
is stunfy, with no big gaps between panels. The 
door ^ould fit well, open easily and preferably 
be wide enough for a wheelbarrow. Tbe ridge 
height should be a minimum of 7ft sloping down 
to not less than Sft at the eaves. 

The biggest problem with most off-the-shelf 
greenhouses is inadequate ventilation. The area 
of the opened vents should be around one sixth 
that of ^e floor. For a 6ft x 8ft greenhouse this 
means a minimum of three: preferably two in the 
roof and one at lower level, so cool air can be 
drawn in at the bottom as hot air leaves from the 
top. Most manufacturers wili fit extra vents for 
a reasonable charge - money well spent 

The sboming list does not stop at the struc- 
ture itsell You will certainly want staging (wide, 
worictpp-heigbt shelving) along at least one side. 
This needs te be stu^ and ea^ to reinove. Run- 
ning mains electrici^ out to a greenhouse can 
be an expensive -undertaking but it will greatty 
increase your options. An electric fan heater is 
the most efficient mediod of heating a green- 
house and a heated propagator is a great help 
for raising both seed and cuttings. 

Finally, a warning. Putting up a greenhouse 
can be like struggling with an inscrutable puz- 
zle. You would be wise to get in at least one extra 
-pair of hand and be prepared for a long and frus- 
trating day. 


Tom Baifaer 


J ust published is the new 
Yellow Book (NGS 
£3.50), listing the 3.500 
gardens open this year 
under the National Gardens 
Scheme. Early openings to 
catch displays nf snowdrops 
have become an increas- 
ingly popular. Among gar- 
dens open either this week- 
or next arc: 

"ducks Great Barfield. 
High Wycombe (01494 
563741), home of the snow- 
drop king. Richard Nutt. 
Open next Sunday (2-5pm). 
Admission £1. 

Cambs Anglcsev Abbev-, 
Lode (01225 811200) a fine 
National Trust garden where 
50 different kinds of snow- 
drop re-emerged after 
undergrowth had been 
cleared. Open this weekend 
nd next |llnm-4pm). 
.dmission £3.20. 

De^'on Little Cumbre. 
'ennsvlvania Rd. Exeter 
01392 58313). Dr and Mrs 
ohn Llu>'d's half-ncre gar- 
en with snowdrops, helle- 
rcs and small tree.s cho- 
eit for their bark. Open 
Jiexi Sunday (2-5pm) 
admission £1. Yonder Hill, 
iToUiion Raleigh (01395 
[>67541 ). pan of a four-acre 
mallholding with snow- 
Brt'ps (and rheo.s). Open 
feexi Sunday (1 lam-5pm). 
Admission £1. 

Glos Minchinhampton 
[gardens. Minchinhampton. 
pwa gardens. Lammas Park 
^nd St Francis (01453 
^ 2188 ) with giant snow- 
drops and trough gardens, 
t^pen [omorrow (ilam- 
430pm). .Admission £2. The 
@!d Rcctoiy, Duntisboumc 
EUm.se, nr Cirencester, 
described hrilliomly b>' 
ow-ner Mary Keen in her 



CUniNGS 


recent book Creating a Car- 
den (Conran Octopus, £25). 
\^^nter flowers a specially. 
Open Monday 24 Feb 
( 1 lam-3pm). Admission £2. 
Cinderdine Cottage. 

D}mock. nr Newent (01531 
8W265). A huge collection 
of snowdrops, both species 
and hybrids. Open tomor- 
row, and 18 and 20 Feb (12- 
5pm) Admission £1. 

Hants Little Court, Craw- 
ley. nr Winchester (01962 
776365). peaceful, sheltered 
garden w-ith a new spring 
woodland walk. Open 
tomorrow-, and 17 and IS 
Feb (2-5JOpm). Admission 
£1.50. Kent Goodnestone 
Park. Wingham, nr Canter- 
bury. Jane Austen stayed 
here amongst the spring 
bulbs. Open tomorrow (IZ- 
6pm). Admission £130. 

Ki^tl90 Maidstone Rd. 
Chatham, snowdrops, 
aconites and a scree garden. 
Open next Sunday- (2-Spm). 
.Admission £130. 

Lines 21 Chapel St.Hac- 
conby (01778 5703 14 ). 
Hellebores and snowdrops 
are to the fore at the 
momeoL Open today and 
tomorrow, and nc.xi week- 
end (llam-5pm). Admission 
£1. .Manor ^rm, Keist^*. a 
plantsman's holf-acrc gar- 
den with good collections of 
snowdrops and hellebores. 
Open next Sat and Sun 
(I lum-4pm). Admission £1. 


London Myddelton House 
Gardens, Bulls Cross, 

Enfield (01992 713838). the 
famous gardens creat^ by 
the Echrardian plant enthusi- 
ast Edward A Bowles. Open 
next Sunday and Monday (2- 
Spm). Adimssion £125. * 

Norfolk Rainthorpe HaU, 
Tasbuigh, south of Norwich 
(01508 47061S). Snowdrops 
and hazel coppice just 
beginning to swing with 
catkins. Open next Sunday 
( l-4pm). Admission £230. 

Notts Hodsock Priory. 
Blyth, (01909 591204). Thou- 
sa^ of aconites and snow- 
drops. Open daily (IQam- 
4pm) for four weete during 
Feb and March (check with 
the Priory for start of show). 
Admission £230. 

Oxon Broadwell House, 
Broadwell, nr Lechlade 
(01367 860230), good topiary 
and eariy spring bulbs. Open 
tomorrow (2-4pm). Admis- 
sion £130. 

Shropshire Erway Farm 
House. Dudlcston Heath, nr 
Ellesmere (01691 75479). rare 
and interesting plants includ- 
ing many different kinds of 
snowdrop. Open next Sun- 
day ( l-5pm). Admission £1 30. 

Sarr^ 9 Raymead Close, 
Fetcham opening for the first 
time next Sunday (12-4pra). 
Admission £1.50. 

Wihs Lacock Abbey Gar- 
dens. Lacock. carpets of 
aconites and snowdrops at this 
National Trust property. Open 
today and tomorrow, and next 
wcetend (2-5pm). Admission 
£130. 

Worcs Dial Park. Chaddes- 
Icy Corbett, (01562 777451). 
Collections of snowdrops in 
this recently developed gar- 
den. Open 19 and 20 Feb (i- 
3pm). Admission £1. 



AN ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFER FOR FEBRUARY 


QUAUTYROSE ARCH-SAVEOVM30 

WAS£52^fD F^P 



Now only 

£ 19.95 


You won’t find a more rewarding or more 
affordable way lo transform the appearance of your 
garden with cascades of glorious summer colour. 

Imagine the possibilities. Useyourarch fo form 
romantic and fragrant entrances from one part of ^ 
your garden to another. As a focal point over a path. '' 
framinga gateway or even asa channing floral porch 
over a door. A series of arches draped with clematis 
or honeysuckle creates the graceful pergola effeclso 
evocative of the English country garden. 

Our special offerarch is based on a traditional 
design and is the natural and improved successor to 
the classic structures of the Metorian era. 
Constructed from strong steel tube, finished with a 
maintenance-free black nylcm coaling with moulded 
joints and horizontals. Supplied ready for easy self- 
assembly your arch will provide enduring pleasure 
for many years to come. But we do 
adtisc you (o plan yourorder now. 

The offer is only available 
by mail cxder to readeis of this 
advertisement who respond 
before the offer closes on Fd^ruary 
2Slh 1997. 


Nonnal despatch within 5 days but allow 28 days for delivery 

ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

East Grinstead, Sussex RB192BG. AD*aw>oi«a*w<wLiii 


Thicg—^ai iiBM i w iwwevO— ww«won*ai HM fkgawMnenaMiaBSXl 


ORDER NOW - OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 23TH 


Please sendme , 


. taty) of ROSE ARCHES at £19.35 * £2S5 P&P. 



I SerdGi«que»AsndownSDeeeiOnefS.Ea9<3nnsRad.Su55«cnHig2HQ. i 
I OrdsrpaMasetCaid Qvtsa □ Smmeh PI Tnal P _ I 

1 1 1 I I I 1 1 I I I 1 I 1 1 I 1 1 I I I Exprts I I I n J 

I 


Name. 


. S<MicMs5uerto.L 


I Address 




* PKteode. 


,Trt. 




Your money bfldi: if NOf dctiglued - 1 
uhiacd mthin 14 dan. 


noa» dck noe I yeu 09 not wui 10 ranhe ow inal 
o8n tom xiectaa cffioms 


1082230 

:.2103B8003 


MASTERCARD /VISA/SWITCH "S’ 01342 310050 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 310099. 



Get Growing in a 
GrowMate! 


CaRnowforafreebrochue I 
on 01631 720536, or 
vvite to: BackwooeSman, 
Deptsro.BarcakSna, 
OBAN.Aigyl.FVt37lSL 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call 
0171 293 
2323 . 
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Under the counter 

with Lindsay Calder 


Cabbage catwalk: are we tired of flavourless supermarket vegetables, or are looks just as 


A powdery habit Nfiver TTiind the flavour 


I have the misfortune of 
attending the same gym as 
a loud female colleague of 
my husband. Whenever I 
turn up, there she is, bellow- 
ing at me over the hum of 
the hairdrier, with her head 
between her legs and her 
bun in the air. 

This is the woman who, 
after my first week there, 
hollered over to me ‘Are the 
pounds coming off yet?" I 
hadn’t joined to lose pounds 
- 1 didn't need to lose 
pounds, but I couldn't think 
of a smart enough riposte for 
this La Peria sporting, Prada 
toting. Lotus driving, size 8 
mother of two. 

I have two theories about 
her: a) she is only tiying to 
make conversation, b) she is 
a bitch from hell, llic fact 
that she has encour^ed a 
little addiction of mine, 
forces me to opt for “b". 
Twice recently she has 
extolled the virtues of YSL's 
’louche Eclat concealer just a 
little too pointedly. 

The truth is, ever since my 
first Ginique **30005 Time" 
freebie (the department 
stores are always dishing out 
goodies like this) my m^e- 
up bag has been breeding 
like billy-o. I have become so 
dependent on the array of 
products which Ginique has 
so kindly Bonus-Tlm^ me 
with, that I need one of 
those Samsonite vanity cases 
to go shopping. 

ff I leave the table several 
times during the course of a 
meal and return with my 
eyes looking a little wateiy, 
it’s not because Fve been 
shooting up in the loos, just 
making up - again. 

Once the mini freebies 
have run out they have to be 
related w^th their bona fide 
big brothers. The tiny 7ml 


TEL 0171 293 2222 


pot of Dramatic^y Differ- 
mt Moisturising Lotion 
not bulge in tiie slinunest of 
bag^ and can even be 
cree^ applied in the back of 
a taxi, but whip out the 
12Sml bottle you look 
(ike an air stewardess or an 
ancient dowager. . 

The 5g teeny tub of 
‘^Transparency 3" allows for 
a quick powder fix when no 
one is looking but you need 
to roll up your sleeves before 
lyou can powder up with the 
3Sg version. In case of sud- 
den tears or unexpeaed 
smnuning pools the Full 
Potential Mascara needs a 
waterproof understudy and 
one Different Lipstick is 
never enough: “Glazed Wfld- 
berry” for positive power- 
lipp^ days, a bijou pot of 
‘‘Tenderheait" Glosswear for 
trendy waif-like weekends 
and “Super Spice" for sultry 
sex goddess soirees. 

There are 14 Bonus items 
among the 21 pieces which 
consdtute my bag of tricks. 
Make that 22, if you count 
my latest purchase - 'fouche 
Eclat Yves Saint LaureoL 
But Fm not going to let her 
catch me using the stuff. 

The vrinners by a nose 
Ginique Bonus Time is now 
on at Harrods, Knigfats- 
bridge, Ijondon from 13 Feb< 
ruaiy until 1 March. 

Buy two products to 
receive “M^up and More": 
cosmetic bag Dramatically 
Different Moisturizing 
Lotion, Turnaround Cream, 
Rinse-off Eye Makeup Sol- 
vent Eye-shadow Duo, Long 
Last Lipstick, Full Potential 
Mascara and the new tinted 
moisturiser - Almost 
Makeup. 

Tbuche Eclat by Yves 
Saint Laurent £17.50. 


W hat do we con- 
sumers want from 
our vegetables? 
Thste seem to 
be the obvious answeTr but the 
truth is much more complex. 

It’s no coincidence that 
supermarkets give tiieir pro- 
duce sections pride of place 
right by the entrance. Those 
multi-coloured displays of 
sleek, shiny fruit and vegeta- 
bles are intended to give an 
instant impression of fresh- 
ness, health and cleanlmew. 

We’ve come to expect our 
vegetables to be scrubbed 
clean of the evidence of their 
earthy origins, to have smooth, 
wrinkle-fr« skins, the bright- 
est of compleidons and uni- 
formly petfoA figures. 

The growers, meanwhile, 
have tiieir own list of require- 
ments. Tb them vegetables 
must be high yield in onler to 
be cheap and plentifol, fast- 
growing resistant to disease, 
long lasting and ea^ to clean 
and pack^e, whi^ means 
conforming to strict rules 
about size and shape. 

But with all these ofKn con- 
flicting demands on our poor 
old peas and cabbages, some- 
thing has to be sacrificed in the 
mix. All too often, that some- 
thing is flavour. 

Those with vested 
interests will 
dei^ h hotly, 


but we all know from personal 
experience'what h is like to 
take home the plumpest 
tomato or the crispiest cab- 
bage, <mly to find it tastes 
liim wat^ and bland. 

Onfy this week master chef 
Jean Cooil - president of the 
Epicurean Master Qiefs Sod- 
ety - claimed the CDSfomer was 
being held to ransom over tite 
quality of food by the super- 
market chains. 

“Of course taste has taken 
second place,” says Jackie 
Gear, a rood writer and direc- 
tor of the Henry Doubleday 
Research Association, a char- 
19 dedicated to organic gar- 
dening “If that wasn’t the 
ease why would supermarkets 
now be introdudi^ labels on 
foods like tomatoes saying 
*Specially selected for flavmir’? 
Surely that should be taken for 
granted!" 

“It may be true chat in the 
past the pursuit of 
appearance meant 
flavour tended to 
be ignored, 
concedes 
David Saw- 
day. corpo- 
rate affairs 
manager of 
Tbsco. “This 
is a very com- 
petitive 




business. We onfy survive J9 
g^g our 

they want, and the: truth is 
that appearance is veiy ' 
important”; 

“One foctor is that the range 
of vegetables available to ns 
reinains limited.” says Bob 
Sbdman, whois gardens cura- 
tor at the Heoiy Doubledsy 
Riesearcb Association. 

carrots, perhaps three eai9 
vaikties and tiii^ maiD crqs," 
be says. ‘They taste OI^ 
but if you haw never had the 
experience of a wide selection, 
you donY have aiqthing to 
compare that taste with. 

"They also don’t give you 
sjxy infonnation at ^ about 
th^ on the label, so you don't 
know w^t yon axe buying 


e9 and where it came from. 
. “Itisn’tadeliberate.conby 
the supermarkets. It’s just Chat 
when you, have four huge ebr- 
porations competing they are 
going to take things to their 
logical oonclusioQ, fi g htin g to 
produce the cheapest and che 


the public have 
been edu 
cated 


red and purple carrots. The 
seeds for these are still avafl- 
ablc, but you never see them 

normally.” ... , 

This limited choice may'be 
partly our own fault A 
spokesman for the Brassita 
Growers 





mm. 







Wlmn you’re buying wine, you 
don’t jurt look for a red or a 
white, so why should you have 
to with vegetables? I under- 
stand that people don’t want to 
be overloaded with informa- 
tion. but it would be nice to 
know a tittle bit like the vari- 


wTongly to think that vegeta- 
bles should look a certain way. 
For instance we all think car- 
rots should ‘be orange. But 
wild carrots are actually white 
and it's onfy selective breeding 
over 100 years that has turned 
them orange • along the way 
there have been all shades of 


Association points out that 
there are many vegetables the 
public simply donY want to eat 
*^e tend to be awfully con- 
servative,” he says. “For 
mgfanep, when did you last buy 
a celeriac? And would you 
know what to do with a kohl 
rabi? Both are delicious 
British vegetables, but sho{^ 
pers are creatures of habit 
and don’t want to try them." 

David Sawday agrees: “We 
do offer information on some 
vegetables, on potatoes for 
example, where different vari- 
eties have a different purpose 
- baking chipping etc, but 
our research has ^envn our 
customers don’t want too 
much information," he says. 


ust 


“We would like to offer oth 
varieties, su^ as coloured ct- 
liflowcrs, but there may • 
problems - for instance ^ 
varieties migh t be perceived;: 
unripe. ^ have to give pc- 
pie what they want and tb 
like white cauliflowers!^ • 

. He doe% however, det c ii§i ’s 
change id public nuxxl 

is a tremendous, swis 
towards more he^ 
and .or^ri 
foods at 


towards 








classified • independent traders 


Appearance still coun^« 
but these days ft ha.s to^ 
go^ as well as look good," h4 
says. I 

Tesco, in common with it^ 
competitors, is re^nding to 
this &ange by offering a muchf 
wider choice of organic foods.| 
Thecompaiqr has also taken a; 
lead by “level-peggmg" thej 
prices of these foods in 120 of , 
their stores with the prices of 
their conventional counter- 
parts. 

Britain is way behind its 
European neighbours when it 
comes to organic foods, ^re 
It makes up just 1 per cel|M 
the total market, whereas in 
countries like Austria it has 
risen to 10 per cent. But 
demand is growing 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Ontaff switch 
Rinse and four wash 
seM n ga 


GIVEAWAY' 
PRICE 
ONLY 


Hose 

Comactioii 


Tapered 

bsii ai 

ganaratas 

high 

praaaura 


£9 




Dalaigant 
reservoir plug 


Main Turbo Wash 
Raaarvotr 


r CenverSanI tor artndons 



Perfect fbr cars 


Powerful Turbo- Wash blasts away stubborn dirt and grime 
With ease, it fixes to any standard garden hose and is 
ready to go to work in seconds. Power wash cars, vtms, 
motorcycles, boats, garden equipment and snMkweud to 
reach places. Ideal for removing stubborn grime from 
patios, patio furniture, driveways, windows, cars etc. 
Completely versatile. Turbo Wash features a soap 
detergent reservoir, an on/off control dial virith rinse and 
four power jet settings, is 15" long and made from black 
durable reinforced non-conostve material. 

Iiteke light work of those difficult, hard to dean jobs. At 
just £9.95 plus £2.55 p&p it's a bargain not to be missed. 

Save over £4 " 



Carol Wright Gifts, 
(Oept B16INTW). 

118 West Street, 
Faversham, 

Kent, ME13 7JB. 

For enquiries relating to 
this offer please phone 
01795 429999. sra 


UNCONDmONAL 

GUARANTS 


t Wi iiwiw y uu Uiywywei g ftBun, 
younwttortkMOrmumyaur I 
purehaninyMMkiriAilnlintf. ; 
Ybor anuBiv rlghti iMiWn unanKM. ' 



24hr CRKDIT C ARD llOIUXt: 

01795 475555 


.Postcode. 


HATCHBAG BOOTLINER 

the ORIGINAL solution to dirty bool problems 


' //SfP ‘ 




I An cffKttvB my to kMp tha 
; lugpiBB amt of your or to top 
condtion, A itirty hvtfmaitrg 
and waMrpreai imr Hning that » 
simpto to it, stay to ramova and 
told Bwsy. iWtomada tor e«ar 
250 hatoftoadi A aatata vahfeiat. 
Proei ordjr E3SJ6 kne VAT. 


SLIPOVER SEAT COVERS 

w 


Top qutolty wstarpred (rant aasl 
Govsrs made from eoatod nylon 
Tabric, easy to flt & rsmovs. 
Available in 3 sizes to fit most 
vehicles. Also rully tailorsd sets 
svalable for most 4 m 4 vehicles . 
From onty £29.85 par pair Ifw 
VAT. 



Le tCapfrendre 
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24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE || NEW™°Rs i 

UN;T - '.'MIBP.QOK ~2. vViST FLOAT IliO EST4TH. 3)nKz‘;:--AD IKS?i3- - 1 1 ' i. L k. l ui- .-^4 




The kiabfl&y to oain an eractian can be a worryng 
ai9)artsnce.^tBn irsiusi a lampowy dfneuRy due to minor 
heallipr^iema. Tried and tastad by scores of rrwn (war the 
prt n yaaiab the %AI03E snaralssr ring hsipe aid 
aieGilon, so you can s^ a spaa^ return to a rarmal | 
happy ^ lunled la. soeri advice is givan in our R£E 
26 page booWa: \ C( ifthi nw to Merf. Out aarvicab private, 
dbereat and does NOT entail an ei^atwive paraonai 
coTtoullailon. Order now hem tfte comaniance aao priv^ 
oryourhome.SandaSA£.fcraoncahiaas(b)8 service. 

(Dapturerl 22s Putney BrWge Reed, LONDON SW16 



0181 688 6323 
I cr cell in£H 0500 520 OCO 
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CABiNEnLn 


POST NO RISK COUPON TODAY — , 

To: CAROL WRIGHT, (Dept BISRfTW), { 

118 West OUaat, revenhem, i 

KentUEISrjB. | 

Yea, Pfsase send me the toBowihg items. ' j 
Pwduci I Price ine. pSp Tolal j 
Turbo Wa^T] £12.50 j 

Grand Total £ ! 

• 1 1 

Please tick prefemed method Of payment | 

□ AccessEI avisaaft DCheque j 

(Payable to Carol WrtQhtGItto) I 


Expiry Date. 
Signature _ 
Mr/Mrs/M l68 
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\T%\: 0171 7262626 
(9am to 9pm everyday) 
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' RADIO > 
CONT ROL LED 
WATCHES & 
CLOCKS 

PhenomsDally acoirste 
(JUNGHANSft 
EUNDO-SIAIGEB) 
timepieces available by 
Mail Order. 

Free Cetakwne: 

I CORNEAL CiZCES A 
W ATCHES 

FREEPOST L86541M, 
LEEDS i^srr ; 

Tab 0118 293 7437 
\ (S4hrv-7daysi m 


Use and 
improve yonr 


FRENCH 


TMeoUPEWlY 

REDAMDqittax. 


wh( os. oesepN Fise. 

Mar ivw Mast *HM to 
MV pMSMi^ 6 S. Nib 

XMiVMidtowciuttr H 
VSNli. M a M Mir eamW 

liiifiiatmUiiiMi tow" 

7w siMup cun. (DwL rrsi, 

eaeto,csn470& 


e Read oer snides udiSensiDrietiDFnadt 

e Speak ibehopuaefaener STtomM 

• UDdsmand BWie oT what you faev penny 

• Lavu iDon about FtMce asd Fnscb Kfe S2MHOa««Mi8^ 

Hith the help of Mr ptpulor and mbv imge 

rf Freidt bigtiage pivJiKU: iMar iMaa W pe ni i w eto 

DeoibfpMitiseirraiD: l,a Pir OtanWltaelr 

FREEPOST. MA Dll ll) vpNli.AaiaMMireawiM 

MakfatowMEISOBR W (> asrM toi iM».Mi^ 

Fac 01622 691922 •ffgSBpcunnot rtSi 

Td; 01622 662122 fJTfcav; 

■ House and Home 

• FACTORY SHOP i 

! SOFAS & SOFA BEDS ! 

2 Frimi Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN! ^ 

€ StyM and made to your own requirements. Deeper seats - Higher fr 
or lower backs - Soil or firm cushions. A choice of hundreds of fr 
I fabrics from Sandersons, Liberty, Monkwell and others. All worlcM 
I carried out by craftsmen and women. Not mass produced. We also^ 
^ undertake leupboisteriog to the public and interior designer. g 
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jj POETSTYLE LTD, UNIT 1, Bayford St Indostrial Centre, Mara St, fl T 
J ( Nr Wa St), Hackly, London Eg 3SE. Tetephone 0181 533 091& • ) 

Independent I 

ON sirNo.\Y : j 

For information on ■ j 
advertising within thi^ 
section and on 
forthcoming 
Sunday Review 
Select Brochure 
Guides 

please telephone tiie 
FOR SALES TEAM Ofj 
0171 293 2323 or j 
0171 293 2344 fc 
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important? By Sheila Prophet 


just savour 
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“Fresh organic 
fraitorvegetaMtt 
pRj^ced - profes> 

• smaDy un^ the same 
cosoitions as conventjonal 
‘ prdSiice wiU. abvqis taste bet- 
ter” Peter Sagger, man- 
ning dkecior of Orgaaic 
Fann R)Od5 Ltd “The oigaoic 
produce has been allowed to 
grow at h$ own pace rather 
tiian being forced whh the use 
of diemical feeds. Oiganic 
|Canots, for ixwtanoe, will have . 
paround thtee weeks longer in 
the soil than conventioo^ 
ones. This means th^ take up 
water at a slower rate and 
develop a higher fibre or car- 
bon content, whkb is what 
gives them flavour. 

. "On the other band,” he 
admits, "a grot^ old dried up 
oigmiic vegetable atting out- 
side some vholefbod sbep is 
.going to taste wocse than a' 
fiesh ccmveotional vi^lietable.” 
Poor ixesentadon is how 
becoming a thing of the past 
^as companies lice Oigamc 
||^rm Foods > wlucfa sap^dies 
most of the topsupennarkeis 
-■ensure their products match - 
up in the locds department 


"Peoide are ised to veg- 
etables kxAingaceitdB wqr, 

so we have to co mp romise,* 
s^ Segger. ’‘^d-fidiioned 
op^poUenated traditional 
varieties taste better than 
tbe new Iqpbiids, bnt don’t 
locric as gc^ lb achieve a 
balance we have had to mix 
the two.” 

So what are the mam prob- 
lems - and tbe solutions? 

Pesticides 

%ople aren’t just dioosnig 
o rgan ic foods only for their 
taste but also for adiat 
ctnsider their safeQr. Oigamc 
is a term protected by EC 
law, which means the pro- 
duce is free of chemkals sodx 
as pesticides and herbicides. 
254)00 tons of these dmni- 
cals are used in this countiy 
eveiyy^,andtbeSoilAsso- 
ciaticni say more ifaffli half of 
them have been known to be 
harmful, causing illnesses 


rai^nig from birth 
defects to caacer. 

Oigsmsiaioos repnsmitiqg 
cogveational growers hsist 
that mnehof tbe indostzy no 
loQ^ uses these chemicals,, 
and are instead moving 
towards more sttural meth- 
ods of pest coDtnri, such as 
traps to stop die pests leach- 
ing the vegetables, and pro- 
tecting crops by oeweth^ them 
with ^rienlturBi fleece. 

The Govenunent claims 
that in 25 yeaisy no one has 
rqiorted any HI effects frtmi 
the nse of pessicideSL Ftow- 
ever, its own fremes have 
dKnm that a wi& rai^ of 
foods - mrfndmg itiilk, finnt 
and vege^Ues - have been 
found to contain residims of 
diese chemicBb . 

paigned os this issue ' 18 
xnoDihs ago, the official advice 
is to take caie. With carrots, 
for example, wfakfa have been 
shown to take up a 
d^ree d pesticides, we are 


advised to 
topj tail and 
pMl them before 
eating. 

Beating the seasons 
Once it was accepted 
that crops were sea- 
sonal, but today we 
eipeet vegetaUes to 
be availaUe all year 
round. The result is 
that there h pressure on 
growers to force their 
crops u^ng diemicai 
feeds, and to grow "back-to- 
back” crof»,whidi causes ihe 
binldiip of pests sudi as car- 
rot ^ ana diseaset, vdiidi 
leads to an even pester nse cf 
peoiddes. It can also cause 
soil erosion and strip the land 
of nutrients. 

"Because th^ use natural 
methods,ofganic&mierssiin- 
pj|y can’t pu& their nstems as 
h^ as this," 8^ a Soil Asso- 
datiem qxikesD^ 

The future 

Tbe fit^rtening news is tbe 
amiToach of so-called 
nankenstein foods - oops 
such as com and soya beans - 
wfakfa have been genetically 
ei^jneered to Ite resistant to 
w(^ kUltf and antibiotics 
and even capable of Idliing 
insects. 

The producers insist they 
are safe, but as Greenpeace 
point out: "No one knows for 
sure the effect these new life 
forms will have on our envi- 
ronment. We have never 
before eaten these ingredi- 
ents In the human diet. How 


do they know they are safe?" 

Across Europe there is 
huge resistance to the impon- 
ing of these foods iron 
Africa - partknlarfy soya, 
whidi is usra in 60 per cent 
of our processed foods - and 
in Briiaii^ supermarket 
chains are lining 1 ^ either to 
ban them alu^her, or to 
insisi that fooifr using these 
ingredients are clearly 
labelled. 

The good news, meanwhile, 
is that our organic optioos are 
growing fast. WhiW super- 
mariceis used to report that 
customers simply didn't want 
organic frxtds, Sainsbuiy's 
claimed last month that 
demand from customers ts 
now so for ahead of supply 
that the company is tiying to 
persuade its cnivcmkxial siqi- 
pliers to switch to organic. 

. Meanwhile, Eigro, a com- 
pany of 36 farxnm in Lin- 
colnshire, announced last 
week that it intends switching 
some of its land to oi;piiic 
use. Under S<^ Association 
rules, it takes at least two 
years before land can be 
declared free of chemicals 
and food produced from it can 
be lulled oigamc. In tbe 
past, British farmers have 
been reluctant 10 make this 
switch because of the losses 
they suffer durog conversion. 

However, the Government 


is 

year eanMing- 
ing (hem to Milch by doubling 
the funds asail^ile to com- 
pensaie them for tbew kwies, 
and the Labour Party has 
promised to sede a "greatl)!' 
expanded” programrac of 
support from the EU. 

Grow It younelf 
Whatever the pros and ODDS of 
buy^vegetaHes^ the laeciesl 
option is still grow^ ymir 
own. Aiqnne widi a hit of land 
can do it, says gardenipg 
broadcaster Pippa Green- 
wood. 

"If you've never done it 
before, first arm yourself with 
a good book - i recommend 
7^ Vegetable Carden Dis- 
played. byJoyLaritcom-and 
a few s^ catalogues," she 
advises. "Then prepare y^r 
soO thoroughly befcm suwii^ 
IdeaDy this would have begun 
a cou^ of mmiths ^o. but it 
isn't too late to start now. 
dear it of perennial weeds, 
then mix in fden^ ci organic 
compost or well rotted 
manure - BSE has made some 
peofdc wary of cow manure, 
but stable manure is perfectly 
safe." 

There are now seeds for all 
seasons, but the next few 
weeks is the time to sow early 
potatoes and carrots and 
what are called second early 
peas, all of which will he 
ready to eat in summer. 


Meanwhile cahhage can he 
grown outdmws from April. 
"They do take up more ifucc, 
hut there is nothing lo Mop 
you juM growing &ix cabbages 
U yxHi want to,’' uys Pippa. 
"As with all the AegetaNcK. 
whai variety you choose 
depends on whai you want 
from it - wbciber you want a 
green leafy callage for 
insiance, or one with a firm 
bead which is ideal for mak- 
ing coleslaw. Studying the 
catakigBe or seed packet will 
tell you all you need to 
kom.” 

Make sure your griming 
vegetables have adequate 
moisture, and even the ama- 
teur gardener should he 
rewarded wuh a wxwthwbile 
crop in summer. Most com- 
mo^ available seeds have 
been dressed to repel birds iv 
to boost their chances of suc- 
cess, and while Pippa says 
these dressings are fairly 
barmleas, you may prefer to 
seek out the harwr lo find 
organic seeds. 

The Henry DotMeday Research 
AssadatuMhtnTajivraupdry 
pack, nliieJtyou can oNutfi by 
sending a large stamp^ 
addre^ed emvb^ to HDM, 
Rvton on Dunsmore, C<nx7i/rv 
CIV^LC. 

'The Netv ISiehen Garden' 
by The 'Independent's' Anna 
Atvonf isptMished bv D^ing 

Kindersley (£16.99).' 





A closer encounter of the third kind 

Tor an dn.the sl^, as Comet Hale-Bopp fast approaches, binoculars are your best bet, writes Mike Gerrard 


ti-r\^ are like can.,-” said Ae 
hWBTi«ti.oiri-3«3^"j , i ^tstrofjbmer David Levy^ "Th^ 
iiwocwir^* iVyitave tails, and do predsefy 
inmabftftiiiriwvBRn^ what they wauL'” He could have added that 
' ' peo^rfe are fascinated by ifaem, too, as die 

I interest m the btesi comet to oomeourwav 

shows. Comet Hale-Bopp is visiUe alreac^, 
— — ^ and wili be at its Ixi^itest in die nevtban 

. hemi^hme in late March and eax^^nil 
faiieD it’s a mere 120 mfllion miles from 
; Earth. As ths rt tbe dos^ it gets durirg 
its Dibit of some 3,000 years, is it the time 
‘ m rush om mid a teieiKope? 

~ "Absolute^ not,” siQfS David Lawraoe, 
the Ibdmical of Bro a d h u r st, 

daikson and HiBer lid in' limdtm’s Xhr- 
ringdonltoafLyrindi has been sell^tde- 
scopes smee 1785. "Most people think that 

because if s a coinet you most buy a tele- 
scope to get a gocxl look, and tii^ go into 

ArgosorDnon'sand buy the d teapesr they 
' can^In foait’sveiyraretoiiseanor- 
pialtetescopetolookatacometHkeHale- 
|B^ip, because a comet is quite a large hem 
% the sl^. A telescope wiO show yon just a 
veiy small part of ft. Tfountigiht sec 
nucleus but you would miss the tafl." . 

Lawience’s advice is fobiqr a good pair 
of UnocDlazs instead, vdiidi, after an, are 

I ^ merefy two telescopes that c^ be 

" ; fo nised simultaneous^, ne reconanends 
" the Russian-made Hellos brand, sta rt i n g at 

ijiV'r > about £50. "You want a pair tiiat’sabmit 

^ ■ 7x50 or 10x50 at the mosL The/re also 

" ' chial-puxpose in that you cxwld use them for 

bird-watching or take them on hbhdfQ>." 
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ctf die tens, and die seccxid tbe SOB 
Ci« of the directive tens - die 1% 


ger than about 10, the bino ctilai s b W iO me too 
. heavy to hold steai^ without a icipod. The 
wider tbe objective lens, die wider ifae'fi^ 



comet Hale Bopp to best soanwilti double vision 


1 ipracucai mnu on dctw oig, a. 

■ and how times you can taaffoty it, 
! before you end.iq) with tandwlais ^ szb 

nftttOT Tniifci^ gitte s- CkvTmactl w n oraila^ 

have an objective lens fert 
across^ mafcng them li^ to cany but Inn- 
ited on the detail ybu’U geit. ■ 

“The neact price lera xip fron* the £5U 
HeUos ones," Lawrence, “is about 
£100. At that level we’d recommend nam« 

inrwHaltna artH TVyitax,Of.atangewestOdc 

miia. 4 xrtir!«.re . Tx V* hnnAtf. there arevecy 


■ value 
Slirt- 


ACwmauwBtamciaaiiM wy****— 

same factories just gp out imder dme^t 

. h^v e toVirtualfr ttoUPte 

the' price eadh time to get a ooticeame 
ilnqease m qualiiy.'so the nextl™ up b 

■ tix5ut£2dOLApairfor£l^isifoltiiMiiitioi 

better.than apafr for £1001 hut if pM*!* pre- 
pared to spend £200 then you will s^ sn 
impitwentent TT« b«t advice you can 0ve 


is for people to choose wfaetiier they want 

to £50, £100 Of £200, and titeojust 
pair.t^ Hke. But for a beghmer, 
£50 <m Helios and you^ get a pei^ 
• few good pair of binocalais." 

a- sateaman you not to ^pend 

iD(aey,you fed likeyou iBBSt be hxdd^ ^ 

the liKifld'tiiroi^ ^ wiagg end of a pmr 
olbbocaiars, but his ad^ is echoed by 
Ka SbeidaL who ed&s the newletter of die 
Itederatioh of Astnonon^i Sodeties. 
“More polite are pm off BSfronomy gd- 
tn^ a dirap telescqie. Udes ifsa good 
makeyonwonYsee tbhitoclBax^, theywont 

be you’ll be msN^pmnted. Get & 

decent pdr of buiociilaisioget a good kxik 
at own aici an old pan made 

by tite Sad German Zm ocmip^, 

God abrat'£100 and axe' quite brOlteiit.”' 


In goiodweatherconditions Hale-Bopp 
•V dready viable to the naked eye, as Kct 
.^ iddon confirms. "I saw it only y^erday 
naming. I got up at Sam and the sky was 
BOB- and clear so it was ea^ to see with 
. tbp-naked eye, at about 15-^ degrees up 
frfa the horizon. It's as bright as any star 
bd h doemY have a huge tail though even 
w|^ tile naked eye you can see that it is 
quite deariy not a star. I had another took 
tiuee or four days ago when it a little 

bh ais^ and then I did need binoculars. 
Bui if it <tees materialse in the way tiiat 
it pewnises then it could develop into 
sommhing quite qieetacular." 

■ The fedBiation has about 3JXI0 mem- 
bexs, and mterem in astronomy is such that 
Km’S wife Chris, who is the secietaiy, 
reemvea two to three inquiries eveiy day 


mOTOOftArH: A.SmEW BUUKMAN 


from people looking for their nearest 
poop. When tbe BBC broadcatf a nufio 
series about astrmoiny a few years ago, 300 
letteis arrived in the first mcoith. 

David Lawrence Bonfinns the iqisinge m 
inteiett u4ieo a coinet Iflce Hate^ora 
the attention. "When something l&e this 
makes the national new^iapeR we notioe 
the additional customers. If there’s an 
item on the TV news, ,vou can guarantee 
we’ll be imich busier the next d^.” 
firoadiniist Garkson and Rilter has beea 
selling telescopes since they began to 
become wide^ available in tbe late I&cen- 
tuiy. Their inventiem is generally credited 
to a Dutch optician, Hans Lipfrahey, in 
1608, and optidaos continued to frfsy a trig 
r^. JUm Ddkind invented the aduomatic 
oljdct in 1757, uhidi enabled better 


refracting leteseopes to be manufactured. 

“The Farringdon-Holhom area was the 
qitial-pfodudng area of London,'’ says 
David l^Tvnce, “and cme of the first opti- 
dans to make a telescope, Charles Iblley, 
was based on this site.” 

lliUq^ would no doubt be astonished to 
see the hnge brass telescope that fills the 
shop wtodow, a model from IS^ that’s 
wD^ about £20,0110. That's also the price 
for the lop-of’thc-range modern comput- 
erised leteseopes. for sate lo universities 
and well-to-do amateur astronomers. 

"If something like Hale-B^p does 
excite peofrie’s interest,” Lawrence says, 
"then from a buying point of view the 
choice is fairly straightforward. If you want 
to gel a telescope for looking at 'the stars 
and planets then you will have to spend 
about £250. There's a good choice at that 
price level, but beyond that there’s noth- 
ing until you get to ihe £65D-£700 price 
range. Then you'D get something with an 
electric drive which will alknv you to do 
pbcHography, where of course stability is 
all-inqKKtanL Between those two price 
teveb ifaere's nothing." 

More difiicnit mi^t be finding some- 
where to buy, as the shop in Farringdon 
Road is the ( 1 ^ one of its type in Britain. 
"Tbe nearest shop like ours," say.s 
Lawrence, "b in Paris, and there arc twt> 
RKn in Germany. There are some other 
people in other of Ihe couniiy but they 

are mostly wonting from home and mak- 
ii^ t e tesc ope s to order rather than lo sell 
dinxt to tite begiimer. Dmid Hinds in TKiig 
dbbibuies aoid makes toicscopcs, ami 
there’s Beacon Hill Telescu^ in Hum- 
bersHte. but they onfy make stuff to oidcr. 
The best advice ! can give pec^e outside 
London - if they don't want to ring us up 
or uae tbe maiKinlcr service - is to go to 
tbeir nearest bitti-watching specialist and 
get a good pair of binoculars." 

And if you have £20,000 to spare, the 
brass model hi the window b for sale, but 
on^when they find a refdacement. "ITiat's 
ab(M tbe fourth one weVe h^. People 
from Disney are intereaed in ft. We sold 
the last one to the Sultan of Oman." 

Bnadhunt. ChrliatM and Fuller, bS far- 
rir^dan Road, London HCI (0I7I-M5 
2IS6). TheMendiaatd.AstrmoriucalSnc/- 
aies, l^hdeheivn. Afaytm' Road, Lower 
Mooe Rf f ^iort, Hbres WRIO 2SY, Britidi 
Astronanical &>ctei>' (0171-7M 4IA5I. 
David Hinds, distribulor and mam^ctuier 
(01442 8277681. Beacon Hid Telescopes, 
manufacturers (01472-692959). 

Aviaonus is runmr^fUfjhts from Heathnrw 
and Manduster to \iew Hale-Bopp from 
37.000ft on 29 March at a cost of £12.^ 
(01252 793X50 or 0161-832 7972). 


Ad Watch 

Full of 
beans 

L atchkey kids und single 
parent families nre lar 
from typical fodder used 
by Briti-sh acKertLsers to sell 
their wares. Ihe traditional 
ajqiroBch plays on imr aspi* 
nuioiis - peddling dreams 
rather than the harsh rvaii- 
tics of Nineties life. Which is 
cMicti) why Heinz chose to 
break the imwild in i» latest 
T\- campiiign which broke 
last week. 

In one ciimmercial. wc see 
kids leturning home after 
scIkkiI and starting to make 
their own tea before their 
mother's retuin. In amilhcr 
an crusted lun> driver 
coming home late, whose 
otdy ^impsc of his kids is 
whm they're in bed. a.sleep 
Central in each is one of 
Heinr' Maple products - 
limacd soup, tomato ketchup 
and spaghetti. The aim? "Tt ^ 
support Hem/* position at 
the heart of a s;ife and 
secure family life." e\|^auis 
Andy Biyant. Nurd uivouiit 
diienor at 1 Icin/ tuKs-nising 
agency Bates Lhirland. “We 
wanted conieniptiran 
Nineties family siluiitiLms 
rather than fantasy or noM.il- 

B s. It is an attempt i<i make 
einz feel up to date, whilst 
still retaining its traditional 
core values tor being ci>n- 
siant and conitoritng " 

Gone arc direct leferences 
concerning the product - 
that Heinz "mean/" nuire 
uunaio, greater thtekness 
better (asle. And in an added 
twist, the music chiiscn tu 
accompany each cnmnicreLil 
is the Zulu rhythms of 
Afrtc.m band laKb^iih 
Black Mamhazo. The con- 
trast is stark. “It di.Mances 
the campaign from the pre- 
dictable a.ssodalionN of 
Western music," Riyant 
explains. “11 creates u fresh, 
contemporary impression of 
Heinz and underscores the 
warm, human emotKms of 
the commercials." 

The effect is undrmbtcdly 
reassuring, although the 
stratea^ is not risk-free. 



Advertising traditionally lavs 
itself open tu critictsm when 
dabbling in "real" is.sues and 
social concems. One recent 
advertisement for McDiin- 
akls, for example, prompted 
a fluny of complaints after 
showing a young boy stage- 
managing a "chance" nuret- 
ing between his estranged 
parents. 

Heinz i^Kikcsman Steve 
Maiinkcr doubts the cum- 
pai^r's latest efforts could 
uaise anyone offence. 
pte are bo.'iHning much more 
adverttsii^ literate and far 
more tynical about wh.it they 
see. It’s intriguing that, in 
1^, there are still miim iuK 
which cnotain a saccharine 
view of British life - sun pout- 
ing throu^ (he winckm onto 
(he tHeafcust table, binnde 
bhie-cytd kid. rugged dad.” 
This is where the real danger 
lies, he claims. "We are sinipiv 
tryii^ to be up lo date and 
relev'ant to our consumeis." 

The awpaiiy's stratejQ^ to 
date certainly seems to he 
hiiving this effect. LX*spite 
press reports three years agi> 
that Heinz would begin to 
favour direct marketing - bet- 
ter known ti> many os "junk 
mail", the aimpan> has con- 
tinued to spend monev «mi 
TV and press advertising to 
communicate key products. A 
wider range of pcrsivnolised 
direct marketing activities 
have K*«i (test'd to 
streDjgthen the ciunpany's 
relationship with the con- 
sumer. 

When a price cutting war 
recently hit the baked heuns 
business, sales of Heinz 
Baked &am remained unaf- 
fected - the company claims 
> even in the face of'retuiteis 
selling own-brands for 2p a 
tin. Today, Heinz enjovs j 5.^ 
per cent share of baked 
beans sales, 57 pur cent 
share for ketchup and 59 per 
cent share of tbe tinned isoup 
busiiMK.s. Eiqicct Heinz to 
pl^ on the emotions for 
quite some years to come. 

Meg Carter 
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. the independent longweeicend 


T here is something about a used car 
that is intrinsically more interesting 
than a new one. That padoa of age, 
the mysteiy of its history. Eadi used 
car is unique whereas a new car is ^ply the 
product of a giant sausage machine. 

The other day a photographer friend gave 
me a lift in a marvellous old car a Y-reg 
Citroen CX. It cost him £700 and was in good 
condition, having been all its life. As 

with all CXs, it i^e with an insoudant 
^cehilncss and suppleness, moving with the 
charm of a grand old dame rather than the 
inel^^nt loiter of a Doc Martens-shod 
teenager. (Ibo many modem cars have kicfc- 
your-butt suspensions, ibe updiot of tyres thar 
are too big, to make the car look aggressive.) 

After the experience in my friend’s 1 
decided to play DAT (Dreaming withi4uft> ' 
Tmf^), one of the car enebusza^s favourite 
games. It requires merely a sense of 


Something 
about old 
cars 

brings out 
the DAT in 
everyone 



Gavin Green 


imagjuiatidn, a copy of a buyer’s guide and a 
wet weekend when contestants have marimuip 
^>are time, like most contestants, 1 
concentrated on what the trade li^ to call 
“prestige marques”. Also the bigger the better, 
.because bigger cam tend te give better service 
m tbeir dotage. Besides, big cats depreciate 


fester, so represent better used value. 

Old Metes and Volvos last better than any 
other big prestige cam but unfortunateJy 
everybody else knows this, so their used 
prices are higher. Mind you, there were 
some bargains about in last week's game. 
How about a 19S3 Mercedes 38DSE for 
£2,950? (The last S<lass was quite the 
lowliest Mercedes post-war saloon and 
probabty the b^ n^e.) There w«re loads 
of good big Votvos for £2,^ ID £3,000 but, 
dera down. 1 know I’d rather have a Merc. 

a Jag. Jags have lousy residual values 
because they have lousy rotations for 
reliabfli^. Last 'f/eek’sAulo Trader listed 
many cf the last generation XJ40 series, one 
of tbe least reliable and thus fastest- 
depreciating of all Jaguar saloons, for less 
than £4,000. There was an 19S8 Sovereign 
for £3,^, another E-reg Sovereim for only 
£34,95 (OK it bad onfy anaemic 2.9 


engihe, but for this sort of money who cares 
if h is outdragged by mopeds from the 
lights?) and 2.9 XJ6 for only £2,995- 
R^ls-Royces also dnw in value as fest as 
pebbles in a stream, audttie dd SQver 
Shadow ^ fer more dt^gaot tl^ the latest 
bo^SihferDswn. A Shadow ITfiOT 
£6,950 seemed tbe pick of the bunch but there 
were maiQr other Shadows for under £10,000. 
That’s less than lOper cent of what you’d pay 
for a new Rdier and whh all the essential, 
chazins of Ri^lfrRpyoe iDotoring intact 
Thera weren’t so many CXs last week tmt 
there were loads of big chet^ Reoaults, 
BMWs and Alfes. 1 love old Aifas because ■ 
tfa^ look so great and th^re fon to drive 
but Pd never buy one as main transporLOld 
Alfes are quite the worst marift west 
Eutt^raan cars of all. Senuetimes, even when 
pi;^^ the DAT game, common sense has to 
makeastand. 



IhoitM^ibred: the spirit of James Dean’s Spydar lives on in iha Porsche hnwitw, wMch ha rness es its horsepower to soak up scenery at an aia rm in g rate 
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Roadtest: 
Porsche Boxster 

By Gavin Green 


T he worst thing about 
the Porsche Boxster is 
that there was a better 
one a few years ago. At 
the 1993 Detroit Show, 
Porsche showed a delightful 
concept car. that looked like 
today's machine but was stud- 
ded with jeweUike details, not 
least a gorgeous part-alloy 
cabin complete with instru- 
ments which would do justice 
to any upmaiket watch face. 

Alas, the production 
Boj^r. Just on sale in the UK 
has a v«^ dull cabin that is 
made out of the grimmest plas- 
tics Porsche could fuidThere 
are no elegant little ^pperies, 
which pepper the rival Mer- 
cedes SLKs cabin. Even the 
switches look and feel rather 
naff, and arc sited with all the 
ergonomic planning of shot 
fired from a hlunde^uss. 
Mind you. after a few miles 


Rebel with a cause 


Ponche BoxsiBr: £33,950. Flat- 
six cyUnder engine. 204bhp at 
fiOOOrpm, two-seater, mid- 
enguoed convertible sports car. 
Tbp ^eed 149mph, 0-60mph 
in 6.8 seconds, average fuel 
consumption 27mpg. 

Rivals 

Mercedes SLK: £30.090 
Cheaper, more beautifiiL bet- 
ter n^e and just as fast But 
Che SLK is not as as the 
Porsche and its siqierchaiged 


four-cylnicler engjne sounds 
flat Auioinatic transmission 
only in Britain. 

BMW Z3 2.8: About £26500. 
Another highiy desirable new 
Cemuin convertible, but kxds 
a bit tpy-Uke and not as stun- 
ulatu^ to drive as the Boxster. 
TVR Qumera: £30550. Beauti- 
fuL bruti^ fast and nocy. But 
can’t omnpete with the Ger- 
mans for Tefinement comfort, 
reliability or bufld quality. 



in the Boster, you probabty 
won't care too much. The little 
Porsche is such a hoot to drive 
and so stunning to look at that 
the cheapskate cabin is soon 
disaiissed. Instead, you’ll savour 
the bellow of the ^tsy flat-six 
engine, a foot or so betund your 
ears, a^ the marvellous a^ty. 

Like all the best sports cars, 
the Boxster feels alive, hyper- 


active, eager. And like all other 
pricier Potsdie models, it feeb 
solid and meaty when you 
drive it hard. The steering b 
heavy, even though it's power 
assist^ and the little short- 
throw gearchange and pedals 
have finn. precise actions, too. 

The BmAer replaces tbe old 
968 model as Porsche’s entry- 
level machine. It costs just 


£33.950. and that’s dieap for a 
Ibi^e. Unlike tbe old die 
Boxster has a mid-mounted 
engjoe, is a foil convertible, and 
b very much more distinctive 
both to look at and to drive. It’s 
an attempt by Psische to go 
bade to its Toob and to cast off 
any criticism of makiiig cars 
that look like Japanese coupfo, 
but cost twice as much. 


Tlte Boxster barks back to 
the Fifties and to delightful 
Ifoisches such as the 550 Spy- 
der. The Boxsteris mideng^ 
layout, open top. lofwness, long 
nose, headlamp and taSligbt 
shapes are renunbeent of the 
femous James Dean sports 
cv, as b the big ceutial rear 
exhaust pipe. 

The old Spyder was a very 
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Motor Services 


Did you Breakdown 
last year? 


Tlien save money with 

Rescue 

AUTONATIONAL 

The brea k dewm service 
wilfa a 25% Boms 
Cor Rescee from £24 
IMol Sttperservke froH £49.50 


LocalCall Brochure Line 

— 0645 TOO 345 — 


To iofai ring 

0645 755 000 


Phase send me a FR^ brudnic 
Fax:. 01277 200716 Anytime 

Nome 

.\ddiess 


[^mCOdc: Ptmn^- 

Expiiy Dale of Cument Cover 

Sendw; A ntonati oa a l Reacne, FREEPOST CL 2C6, 
IhcBhroed, Essex CM14 4YW 
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Mobile Phones 


NEW LOWER PRICE 

Orange phones 

from p Q Q Q 
only l^\J M \J \J 



RECEIVE A 

FREE... 


Leatho’case 
In-car charger 
Spare batteryt 
Ra(rid home charger 
Itemised billing 
Answer service’ 
Delivery 
insurance 
3 year warranty 
14 day trial 


CONNECT TO .ANY TALK. 
FLAN AND REC£IV= ALL 
THE ABOVE ITEMS FREE 


* Mmagw Mraww « 7B pw qaUD 

• en IHc eo M 
Piirjii iMiJ 1 hehUn enwr 

Esos^s;]. 


For more information, call MOBILE.“'.'T''r.T.‘--cn; 

FREEPHONE: 0500 626500 


MOBILEaJ^eSS 

1S7 SoutMnet Road. Grays 

Earn RMrrSKP 

Tat O HMSJMm Fac otaTBaseoBr 
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Mazda 



best choice sereible prices 
used MX range elc. 


FREEPHONE 
0800 323 626 


Landrover 



beat choice eenalbie prices 
used Otaraverys 


FREEPHONE 
0800 424 414 


SAAB 


SAAB Lagost S«)acden bi Eitt 
Anala. Bucttighan SMaycenv 

bria^ ensa 2322s«A40oa 


To 

advertise in 
this section 
please 
call the 

Motoring 
Team on 
0171 293 
2338. 


miaimalist, raw, noity car. The 
Boxster still has a subversive 
streak-it^sfest^^low and noby, 
too - but today's Porsche cus- 
tomers want their comforts. 
The scats are electricalty con- 
trolled, there’s central locking, 
power windows and an electri- 
cally operated hood. 

You can even spedty an 
automatic geaibox, inthefonn 
of Pnscbe’snovel T^tronic S, 
which enables you to choose 
between full automatic mode 
orPtY gearchangngcourt^ 
of Formula One-type steering 
wbeer buttons. It b such a 
good transmissioD tbatLyou 
saciffice little in peifonpambe 
or fun compared wife standard 
five-sp^ manuals. 

Thm apny low-sent cabin 
notwitfastmidin^ you sacrifice 
so little with tiib car, pompmed 
with £5Q^000-phis E^eiiaris, that 
there’s little point in spetiding 
8^ more; The BoBter b a nd)el 
wifi) a cause - to rewrite tbe 
^ris car tulebook. Afier! tiie 
Boaster, there’s just no point io 
peying aity more. 


A solution to 
the burning 
question 

A new engine boasts the 
best of petrol and diesel. 
John Simister tries it out 


n 


H ave you noticed 

how diescb have 
gone out of 
feshioD? Not so 
long ago, driviiig a diesel 
was fout^ as a hi^ily ^ 
constructive way of saving 
both your pocket and the 
planet, because dieseb 
ingest little fuel and 
excrete littie in tbe way of 
greenhouse gases. Modem 
dieseb are quite quiet, too, 
and give a decent turn of 


Yet people have become 
irxaeasiagty aware that 
driving behind another - 
die^ car b not pleasant, 
eq>edally if you’re feeling 
a bit ehe^. Frankly, they 
sme^ and even the 
deacest of today’s hi-tedi 
dieseb can be caught 
puffing out a big black 
doudwhen adi^ to work 
hard. Research into 
whether or not diesd 
fumes constitute a healtib 
risk continues apace. 
Meanwhile, people are 
going rigjit off toe idea and 
slipping back into thirstier 
but fester and much less 
odorous petrol cars. 

But «4iat if we could 
combine the beoefib of a 
diesel witii the perfrumance 
of a petrol engme? ^11 
soon be able to do exactly 
that if dams for the ooct 
big engine bieakthrou^ 
prove conecL In Japan, 
Mitsubishi has just 
laundted its GDI (Gasoline 
Direct Ejection) engine in 
an all-new Gaiant, 
promising near-diesel 
econootywitb petcol-eqgine 
performance in terms of 
smoothness, quietness and 
ultimate pace. 

(fore’s how ft works. In a 
normal petrol engine, the 
petrol and the air bare to 
be mixed-in just tbe^right ■ 
proportions before they are 
sud^ into fee engine’s 
(tytindeis, othetwbe the 
mixture wm’t burn 
properly. Tbo little fuel, and 
tbe engine will flutter and 
misfire. In a 

however, fee fuel b injected 
into tbe gilinder itself, just 
vriien fee air alreacty sucked 
in b being compressed to 
its maxiinuin. 

It’s the heat generated 
by thb compression feat 
ignites the fuel, tbe 
expanding gues feen 
forcing tlra.pbton down 
and maicfng the engme go. 
The fuel starts to burn 
before it’s fully diq>eised 
among the comprised air, 
so it doesn’t matter that 
there’s more air than b 
cbemicalty ’’correct”. 

So bow would it be if 
pffrxd could be squirted 
directiy into a cyfeider, 
diesel-feshioD, just at the 


jjiicrosecQnd it s needed. 
That’s what happens m fee 
Mitsubbhi engine, thanks 
to advances in electronics 
Chat have made control of 

timing and quantity f « 

predse enough to match a 
Tiigher -rewing petrol 

engine’s needs. As in a 

di^L there’s an excess of 
am, but dever shaping of 
the channel through which 
the incoipfes ^ enters the 
cylinder, and of the top of 
the pbton, causes that air 
to swirl in such a way as to 
guide the squirt of petrol 
towards the spark plug. 

The plug ignites the petrol 
and gets tbe burning un^ 
way before tbe mixture b 
too di^>ersed. 

Punning like this, the 
new eng^ b veiy 
erono m**^ indeed: a true 
“lean-bum” motor. If its 
driver demands more 
power, feou^, perhaps 
for accelerating harder or 
cniiting at high speed, the 
fuel b instead injected ^ 
with fee incomi^ air, am£., 
in greater quantity, to 
mimic what happens in a 
standard petrol engine. 

Even then. Mitsubishfs 
engine b still highly 
efficient thanks to that 
swirling and a high 
compression ratio. 

Theoiy b one thipg, 
practice quite another, and 
your sceptical 

Gomqxnident expMed 

there to be a definite “st^ 
between the two inodes 
operation. Also, given the 
I&less feel of simpler. letiLf 
bum engmes to d^ 

(Honda Civic VTEC-E, 
lltyota Carina E), I would 
not have been surprised if 
the GDI engme felt as flat 
as a pancake. Not so: not 
. onty does tius L8 litre 
engine fed entirety mrmal 
all the tinie, ifs also 
encouxagingty muscular 
and entirety smooth. 

Tbe newGalant that I 
tested, a Rover fiOBGized 
car, comes to tbe UK soon 
but not, at fiist, wife tbe 
new epETne. That’s because 
there’s still some embsioos 
work to do on matching it 
to European driving 
conditions with their higher 
sustained speeds. Ifowever, 
both the h^tsubbhi 
Chrbma and tbe '^folvo 
wfakfi are built in tbe 
same Dut^fe^oiy, will ^ 
get tbe new engine by the 5 • 
end of tbe year. 

The future, looks likety 
to lie with G^liue Direct 
Injection, so it’s hardly 
surprising that Mitsumi 
has taken out 180 patents. 
Ibyota b poised to laundi 
its own veisioa, and others 
are sure to follow. What 
price a smelly diesel now? 



THE, IMJEPENIMNT 

S nowdrops IN the green 

100 bulbs for just £8.95 

Snowdrops ( Oaibiivtlmg -nivalis) ax« a-mi 
for tbe early Spring gardesLlfow te tire 
tiiire to plant thesd wfaUsLtbe.leai^ 
rtffl ^en. Th^ aire Ideal ioi planting 
tinde^i^eddiibiis or^duiibs and 

it^i&oter aconlfes and 

brpbmfpdy deqp wlUi 
somti coarse sand or gift work^ into 
the SOIL Soon after planting it Is quite 
normal for iheni to die bade. Left 
undsturbed thw will naturalise forming 
large dniiqre and will give pleaMir e toy 
many years to come. 

How to order 


temSU 427^968 for tiw24hoareicdtt 
card order jervfc^ idesK qaote 1N6DS8 
when erdcrisg. OR nB In the co^kid 
qnotins yoor Accen/Vlea newher or and 
with crossed cfacciM/PO, NO CASH pkaic 
to: 

THE INDEPENDENT ^OWDROP OFFER. 
P.O. BOX 807, HARROW 
MIDDLESEX, HAlZYH 

We ddbvcr to eddreaue In the UK only. 
Offer ee b je ct to avnOeblltty. 

Please «llW 2S dajrs (or «MvaiiL 

Rq il itiT ed In En g l a nd 15069S7 
NEWSRftPEE PUBLISHING PLC 



Pbai* lend ^CoB Snowdrops • £8.95 per 100 bnlbs 
I id oee my diequ/PO (Addreee ea mede 
popehlc tos Newipqwr PubWilng IN6038, or pluM 
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Thee of the best 

Local landmarks 


The Causeway Collage Tea 
Rooto&is in Flndim^cld, 
north Essex, whkh was 
home to the late Dodie 
Smith, author (rf 201 Dal- 
madans. It’s a jrieturebook 
Engjisfa viUage. with 
: (rid church ^ cottage gar- 
dens. The Grade Hoisted 
Tea Rooms, overkxridiig 

the vniage pond and gr^ has traded fm 40 years and is a 

ma^t for touring cyclists in summer. Not surprising, as the 
tea. rooms serves monung coffee and a&ernoon tea with 
, hc»ne-inade cakes and sandwidies. The owner’s quarters 
mdude.'two bedrooms with potential for a third smaB one. 
For sale as a going concern ihroi^ Trembach Vtfeldi (01371 
872117) for £150WI. 

Number 3-5 The Square in 
East Morton, in the Aire 
>^Iiey, two miles &om Bin- 
gl^ m West Yorkshire, cur- 
. rently operates as the vfl- 
fish-and’cbip shop in 
(me half of the 17th-century 
building, and Jacques 
Cottage Antiques in the 
. other. However, there is 
outline planni^ permission for oonverskm to either two 
character homes, or one large house (thot^ what woidd the 
village do without its ood and chqis?). Grade n listed, it 
stands at the head of the viUage square. Dellghifnl anmliy 
walks arc proniiscd and access to Wharfedale. £80,000 
through Sim(m Thornton (01943 816213). 

- Until recently, the tiny- 
. thatch^ buikSng (^iposite 
“Swallows Meet” in Gove- 
ton. semth Devon, was the 
, village Post Of6ce. Now 
both pnqiertiM are being 
sold as one. with the poten- 
tial to turn the old PO mto 
a guest annexe. The Grade 
U-listcd. whitewashed 
thatched house is built cA st(»e and cob and has been exten- 
sively renovated: the sttang room has a flagstone flom; 
painted beams and wood-faumiog stove. £1^,000 through 
Marchand Petit (01548 8S7588). 

RosaTmd RusseO 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Take cover before the blitz 

Who will pay your mortgage if you can’t? Nic Cicutti offers advice 



I t never happens to you. 
Otbezs may lose their 
jobs, have aecxieius or be 
forced out of work 
tfaroogb illness, but not you. 
Until u bq^jens. of course. 

When it does, you begin lo 
wemder bow you will be alrie 
to matmain your mortgage 
payments, pay other bouse- 
h(rid bjUsaad ke^a lotf (wer 
. your head. 

Despite this week’s 68JXX) 
fall in ihe number d" three out 
of work, hundreds of thou- 
sands of people still join the 
(hrie (piene eadi year, even if 
for a short while. 

Andrew >Khihattk, an archi- 
tect, is (me of them. Unlike 
maqy, however, afto-losoig his 
job reoenfly be is waith% to 
bear flam Skipton BuU&ng 
Socieqr whether mortgage 
ments of £200 a month for 
home in DkJcy, North York- 
shire. wfl] be met a ^tecial 
insurance ptriiqr he has. 

If the p^menis are met, it 
wiB be the second tnne in just 
over two years that Mr Wal- 
bank has used of Iris po^. In 
1995, be was also made 
redundant. Theri. the Skipum 
policy paid Iris home loan for 

12 months. 

Mr'Vfe}bank,whohaseq>e- 
rience in many areas of ar^ 
tectuie, says: “I decided vdien 
I bought this place in 1990 
that 1 wanted some protec- 
tion. This relieves you of the 
pressure and jesponsitHliqr (^ 
wonjfliq; dmut what 
when you are outctfwoilc. 
Oeqrite the jobless total 


reaching record levels earlier 
tins decade, accident, <dck- 
ness and unempl^ment 
insurance, so-called ASU 
cover, was until recently taken 
out by barely 2S per cent of 
mortgage borrowers. 

A large part of the reason 
was that up to two years ago, 
borrowers knew that mon- 
^ige interest heneflts from the 
stare would be paid if their 
lost their jobs. In fact, alt it 
umk was a twtwmonth wait 
plus four more when half the 
imercsi was paid. 

Another reason was the 
high cost For people fo be 
covered cost about £7 pur 
£100 of monthly mortgage 
payments. Cover for a typical 
£50,000 loan might oosi a 
month. 

But since October 1995. 
new honowers must wait nine 
months before income sup- 
port will meet their mortgage 
payments. 

Ibday, a Halifax i^kes- 
woman says: “Wc ha\'c seen 
an increase in the number of 
pe()ple taidng out the cover, 
up to one thM of new bor- 
rowers since the rules were 
changed. 

don’t want to force- 
feed petiple. AU we can do is 
point out that it is there and 
that it can be useful. But 
there is a fine line invoIvecL'* 

One mqor fecteo' in making 
such policies more popular 
has b^ the reduction in the 
cost of cover. Halifax's cover 
now costs £4.98 per £100 of 
monthly mortgage p^rments. 


As with many ptilicies, 
cover kicks in after a person 
has been out (ri work for 30 
days althou^ 180 days must 
eh^‘ from the time the poti- 
ctes first staned before a per- 
son is ehgiMe for benefits. 
HiWvevTf. sicknes or acri- 
dents ensure immediate pay- 
ment, which last for up to 12 
nKUths. 

Skipion Building Society 
believes in the pmduei so much 
that it offers free unempkv 
ment cover lu all its new hrv- 
rowers and charges idxHii £4 
per £100 to cxici^ the piriicy. 

Gerry Dupree, an indc- 
penderir financial adviser in 
Gkmccster whi>se company. 
Gerry Dupree 6: Co, spe- 
cialises in mortg.ige advice, 
say^ he makes u pi^t rec- 
ommending the co\cr to all 
his clients. 

"The way we work is that 
we d4> not wll the same pol- 
icy to all our clients,*’ .Mr 
Dupree says. ‘'They all have 
different needs and requiiv- 
menis. Some will just need 
redundancy cover, bee.iuse 
they have adequate witness 
pTcw^n in their conuacLs. 
By making it cheaper, we 
it more attractive.*' His 
company' belongs to Mort- 
gage InteDigencc, a network 
of 400 home loans specialists, 
who can negotiate special 
deals on their clients' Ivhalll 

raiip Watson, a director at 
John Charcol. the UK's 
largest mongage broker, also 
believes stron^y in the prod- 
ucL ‘‘There is a tendenev to 




Andr e w Wtetbank twice rni ted on mortgage fneuranch nn>iiHiKMiiTisis\imi«,i 


as.sume that if you liwe your 
the slate will step in. In 
fact. M.I per cent of people do 
not qualify’ for henefiLs. 

Also, people forget that 
this kind of cover is not just 
about unempiiwmenl. AKiui 
Ml per cent of our claims are 
for accidents and sickness.” 


Jtihn riuircol tiMi uses a 
number of different insur- 
ance companies meet its 
clients' neerh: “We need lo be 
able lo ensure that you gel 
what's ri^t. whether u peixm 
is a sieeplcjitck i>r an office 
wiuker." 

Mr Wafivink isn't either of 


property • residential 


those. But he says; “! cannot 
s-peak ux> highly of this insur- 
ance. Even when 1 tind work 
again. I .shall still wmlmue iii> 
payments lowiuds it." 

JfAff ammtl: OtttW M.W.W.? 

Mortfiain’ /w/i'Wij,v/uv.- tWtVi 


FAX; 0171 293 2505 
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Luxury in The city 

Herbal HQl Gardens, Cl^kenweD ECl 





A SelectioB of lAizBory Aputmeiifs AraOalrie to Le(» SHnated 
wtrtrin TOefaiiw^ jrfThft F lnandal CMitrg nrifT^nnAm. 

Facilities Indtnde: 

Two BednMHns, Two Bathrooms Wifli Standard Specification 

Folly Fitted Kitcbcn with FoB Range of Integrated Neff AppDaiioss 
I m pressiYe MarMe E^tnmce Lobby 
Residents Swimmii^ Pool, Jacaxzi, Sauna and Gym 
Residents Porter 

Seciix«d Undexgroi^ Cw Rark & Gardens. 

The Apartments AvaOMile Fimiisiied or UnfinmEshed. 

Abo Two RmnainingPentfaonsesAvaMbie With SttnwiingQty Views. 


(^Zamlaidge 


Prime Residential Accommodation 
-Unrivaled Cmr Centre Location 


Tf"— ~ — — ' * 

Prestigious 

Penthouse Apartments 

Prices from £260,000 

♦ Secure Underground Parking * 

* Luxury Specification • 

♦ Award Winning NHBC • 

• 50 Minutes To Kings Cross By Train « 


Pm iMMiDMn Vicwmc Puaw Contact- 

(01638) 663433 


Overseas Property 

OVERSEAS MORTGAGE FINANCE 

The most competitive interest rate? What are the most 
suitable mortgaoe terms? For details of our complete 
service in Europe A the USA contart: 

CONTI FINANCIAL SERVICES 

ILicensed Credit tookenl 

FREEPHONE: 0800 018 2811 
Fax: 01273 725789 

VOt’R ROkiE T5 AT RISK IF YOUM NOT KE9 UPJWAYME.NTS ON A 
UORTCACE (» OTHER LOAN SE(!UlUX>ON IT. I 


We clpr 3 ;;jperb sriccg m 
a1 luxu-v tiTT.rs a! tealisSs 
pnees <n ueanm n 

Ortanda. Sch Pan Riih^- 
ana 

e 3 3 t*c2 fcar* !4?mc *.rti 
poC' '.luryM^henWiniaS 
app'tances cr Goi> Cowse 

DeveiroTrff-i 

S124/XK) 

MS Lbnsago SailaNe 
* CA/>e Dpvetpnwnis 
* Waerfrant Homn 
* COurinv CU£ LocBlons 
SEE US ON STAND 39 AT 
T>C OVERSEAS 
PROPERTY SHOW 
TEL 01432 36SS99 
FAX: 01432 3S837S 

a am 


END OP PROJECT 


•from £595 

kVE CIOOOo 


AS pufrtine Mcuny ewnM M w Me iuim • UK HM 
Smet Bmk H TtiaOM. tu|«« in Oa U K. mMM you w MqPF 
Die MOhMl Cactaiqe value (Miim R C-l) and ne wM ydw 

T~n ‘‘TT ~~ — r * — • — r ‘•T"r-i i ttt i traiaifn nf n 
eott el padi^ min. Om^q n na UX ■MMMdwipng 
from a lala Ost* lo all — 


daam On aao n i you maea. 


DENCORA 


♦ 


HOMES 


OcNCouA House. 84-80 All Saints Rom>, Ncvharkct CB8 RHF 
FM- lOlbfrS) 604284 


' FOR SALE ' 

COMMERCIAL 

HOUSE 

5" square rnoircs in 
centre of St. Truidcn 

,0032 10 24 33 34, 


UICCA CPMRO STORCeo s 

dMw aM>»ai 4i ? —t ii ai i lL ? 

epWnora Taiiai 3190s 

S8MXM 


South of the River 


London Proijert>' 


jprices From £325 to £525 Per Week 
For Viewing Appoinlmeiit Contact: 


Om-937 4035 



Auetaons 


"Rouses undtr 
tfi eHam tmfy 

mtA 


In next Sannay’s The Long Weekend- i wahaa 
be hwesrigsiing the 

auctuMS • up and down the U JC. As iIk 
property marktt develops in 1997 hw are 
being afTecied by the changes? 

7r grhyr/feg ^ receive jaJwimfkAem 

please coB the property team ai: 

0171 2^3 'sfiai'iyn 


CANTERBURY 

1 mDe.CathedFaL 
UniverRity^dR. 

Unusum das, singiH 
Rtoray house. Inner 
paffo with seeRted 
shrubs, 4 beds, 

2 recaps, 14'x12* 
and lO-xee* with 

centFBl hsstrib snd 
cte r estorey Hdndowe 
0.25 athre garden. . 
Carport. 

<S.P- central heating. 

£158,000. 

For info phone 

01734413265 


To 

advertise 
intlus 
section 
please 
call the 
Property 
Team 
on . 

0171 293 
2302/2344 


ARGYLL 

MARCH 


Argyll Maidi are u iu^ieDdeDi rimily firm liedkated 
to providnig « lop qt^uy knutg rnnix lo out dienu. 
FREE advice FREE nurket appnia] 

An vicAinp accompsninl by our h^ul staff. 

TENANTS 

An of the qnaCiy propeniea iw bave'io ofler- 

T^WtmJi HiD. New Cnwa SE14 £l.M0p.e.ni. 
A RibMa ntial i^oriu fainfiy hme oRioiog fm 
bedRNxns and three reoepooBS. AvailaUe as fully 
furnished with quality piozs induding four pcKier hod 
and uprighi pana Fully fined kiidieo with &hv 2 riwr. 
wasbing nudniie and dryer, hf^' ongjnal features 
throu^iouL Slipped boards lo living room. Auntciixc 
rear ganlen. cenlial heating. Avaihbk mid 
February 1997. One months ran in advanee and one 
months rent deposiL No DS {ricase. . 

34 Gnat Dohrich Road SE22 9AX . 

TekOm 207 2700 

ESr.lTE AGENTS - LETTINGS - SlRVEl'OBS • V.AU.^ 




• 2 bed HauKKfh.HR £14^.501.'* 

• ! bod FLULnaiiyw’iih ^ 1 uJ>'. iron 

• Secure CiHirtywrJ devt IctYncii! 

• ' I Mife to H4inrdc4J Htulh & Belsi^i.' Park 

a Showhoure & SluTviUi opni 

Ibarc-M.'n I 

Wordswortn Tlace 

contact; Jbhn Jbhnm 


. 0171 428 033S 


a TfrMiR a SwtmMig BMl • Sum • SoMun 
• FtMfrio (U» or rtw) • FiehB ikMa a CMaM** pay a«k 
• SfrvM lOM af prtMfr gnunM • CMitamdia prww Ew 

iMSrt fOMidvda jMn m, n «w imr ck *w -inyt 30 

MMM ea* inM M OMm SfrHena. 

ad a«Mit •( iMMiMiaMi mmmhm - piMiim our MM e mu 

— r**“ — — n — iitiiTti 

A rorflMtfacmBMMmtaa-Nia A 

^ 01597 825352 Fax 880646 S 

asp OMCwtAfrMtiMueiiruiiif 'Sm 


FRENCH PROPERTY 
EXHIBITION SiSi 

7TH, 8TH. 9TH MARCH 1997 

I'.l II 4W Ui' i,<rW \M \ li'iHt tU III ■ I,' 111 

nir souHi'U. coMUiiMrc e R.AMiii.TtN(: cf.stel 

HOWES B04D. MIJIIUI L. BIRVIN«ill4M B41 )Q\ 
u iMMimtonen siws 

i.i.ii.iSit.MiH.M i>k|.ik4. 'ii-i ■u*'., 

nn wABLUvi Awai I hamitimuiniiiiMiisiN lAisci 


2 BED BUNGALOWS FROM £24.500 

DETACHED VILLAS FROM £36.800 

FOR THE BEST FREEHOLD PROPERTIES 
AT THE BEST PRICES. CONTACT 

MSS 


John Howell & Co 

Solicitore A Interastional lawyers 
7^ specialists in Spain 
Why US? 

• We have wer 10 years' experience 
dealing with hundreds of caaea 
throughout Spain. 

• We do nothing but work relatiNl in 
Spain. 

• We have our own London baRcd 
abogadus. - 

• All our la*. and secretaries ore 

bilingual. 

#Ton have ifae sccuri^of dealing 
with fully insured Engliah 
solicitors. 

17 Maiden Lane 
Covent Garden 
London WC2E TNA 

Ttl: om 420 0400 Fax: 0171 830 3626 

18 Associate Offices throughout Spain 
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Outwardly 

Where are the pioneers in the 
London space race buying? 

By Penny Jackson 


I n all parts of London, families are giv- 
ing up fashionable postcodes for a 
iurge house and even larger savings. 
.^1 the back of their minds, though, there 
is alu'ays the niggle that during the reces- 
sion prices in these outlying areas fell 
fastest and hardesL Even though recov- 
cr>' in some pockets of east and south 
London is still slow, places with a good 
stock of solid family houses are seeing 
rapid growth. Yolaiide Barnes of Savills 
Resenreh likens the market to a ri'''ng 
tide: when it retreats it will not go bau 
to the same point and new areas become 
established. 

In the Eighties, Battersea was swept 
into a new price bracket and it is from 
this area people are now pushing south 
in search of more space for their mon^. 
Ms Barnes believes real pioneers should 
be loiiking towards Lewisham and New 
Cross, with its beautiful squares near 
Goldsmith's College and, further in, 
Paddington and C^berwell. 

Winl^rth, the London estate agents, 
has noticed an acceleration of the filter 
effect, which is a common feature of a 
rising, low volume market As buyers 
mo\'e into secondaiy residential areas, 
prices are pushed up. creating an exo- 
dus of purchasers into neighbouring 
valuc-for-money locations. 

In west London, this trail may start in 
Kensington via Noning Hill to Shep- 
herd's Bush where £300,000 would buy 
a good-sized family house: while those 
priced out of Hammersmith and 
Chiswick have discovered a few pockets 
of Acton with large homes at reasonable 
prices. 

In south London, the enormous 
incrca.se in prices in Battersea, in some 
cases 30 per cent over the past four 
months, is pushing buyers out of 
Wandsworth and Clapham towards Bal- 
ham, Streatham and Tooting. A£<400,000 
house in the best roads in Streatham and 


on Tooting Common would cost 
£600,000 to £700,000 two miles away. 

Yet precisely where you buy is impor- 
tant. says Simon Agace, chairman of 
Winkworth. Tlie right ingredients must 
be there: community, aidiitecture, traos- 
port and education. "Even if you over- 
bid and buy into next year’s appredation 
area you are modestly safe but not in a 
tertiary area. In a boom market the gap 
narrows between the good and poor 
areas, in a recession it widens.” 

De Beauvoir, on the borders of 
Canonbuiy and Dalston, has the 
required architecture to raise it above 
some of its struggling east London nei^- 
bours. Price- sensitive bouse-hunters in 
Islington and Highbuiy are finding their 
money goes much filler. Instead of 
paying around half a million for a large 
Victorian house, th^ are not likely to be 
stretched b^nd £320,000 here. 

In the leafier, outlying areas, places 
such as Dulwich and Musweli HQI, solid 
and traditional residential spots, are 
newly fashionable. Some half-a-million 
pounds is a ^x)d starting point for a 
laige &mily bouse close to Hampstead, 
whereas a few miles out in increasingly 
popular Crouch End, that figure would 
be reduced to about half. 

In the leafy south-east, Blackheath, 
with its open spaces and genuine villagey 
feel is seeing price rises ^3 to 4 per cent 
a month. TTie spill-over of buyers has 
narrowed the pp between the adjoining 
Lee conservation area and the heart of 
the vQla^. A house valued at £190,000 
last year is now selling at £2SS,000. 

ifie Greenwich peninsula is an area full 
of potential, according to Yolande Barnes, 
who sees Greenwich ofiering a better 
quality of environment than the ever- 
popular Bilham. **\bu can pay three times 
more for safely, or ideally start a trend 
which could change the nature of an area. 
Good houses ne^ pioneers.” 
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CrooefaEnd 

7 bednMHu family home 
£339,950 
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Streatham 

8 bedroom faadiy hom 
£295,000 
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WinkwotBi estate agent 
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Blackheath 

4 bedroom semi-detached 
£249,950 


Mortar, mortar everywhere 


... but just try buying somewhere 


I t never seems the right time to 
want to buy a flat in central 
London, hut now seems an 
especially wrong time. Even with 
CiLsh in hand, nothing to selL and 
the most pressing desire to buy - 
not to make money, but to have 
somewhere to live - you attract 
more sympathy than enthusiasm 
from the capital's estate agents. 

Qther (in the case of Wl, WCl, 
SWI) there is nothing on their 
book.s because no one is selling: 
“We didn't even bother to compile 
a li.si for Januaiy." they say. 
~ihere's nothing coming in.” Or 
I W8. SW3. SW5) everyone is run 
off their feel showing flats around 
the clock. If jou ring, there is no 
one in the oflicc because they're 
all out with clients. 

.Any half-habitable fiat is said 
to he “flying out of the window” 
e\'cn before anyone has had time 
lo npe out the details. “W:'re just 
s«i busy. It's wonderful for us,” 
confided one receptionist against 
a cacitphony of ringing phones. 
It's not so wonderful for lu. 

On the surface. London seems 


to be back in the vicious circle of 
1988: too little to buy. too many 
people chasing after it and every- 
one well into gazumping mode. 
Perhaps it is worse. Last time, 
there was a temporary and quite 
specific reason for the frenzy: the 
new restrictions on mortage 
interest tax relieL The bubble 
soon burst 

This time, the common wis- 
dom is that we are experiencing 
the biggest boom since the late 
Seventies. Interestingly, a dis- 
senting voice comes from the 
Royal Institute of Chartered Sur- 
veyors whose spokeswoman ^es 
a number of reasons why an 
enduring boom is unlikely: the 
cautious budget, the election, a 
probable reduction in MIRAS 
and no change in stamp duly. 

Estate agents and vendors 
understandably prefer the boom 
theory, which helps to explain our 
problems as buyers. Why should 
anyone sell their flat when they 
can expect another 15 per cent 
for It next year? And if they do 
sell, why should they settle for 


to live in central London. Mary Dejevsky did - and failed 


anything less than a price that 
anticipates that rise? Whether 
people are prepared to buy at any 
price, just to have a stake in the 
supposedly rising market, is 
another matter. After a long 
weekend of concentrated flat 
viewing in central London, I was 
left with the suspicion that the 
current ‘'boom” may be artificially 
fuelled by some estate agents 
and vendors and that it is not a 
real reflection of the market 

The agents concerned will 
object that the market drives itself, 
that aqy flat is worth just as much 
or as little as someone is prepared 
to pay for it and that there is a real 
shortage of properties. All that is 
true. But it tak^ a genuine bid- 
ding situation and genuine infor- 
mation to judge what is a fair 
price, and not the febrile imagin- 
ings of the sale-hungry. 

Taken to see a couple of flats 
last week that were still being ren- 
ovated and not yet on the market 
we were told that if we wan ted to 
make an offer, "think of a num- 
ber. the price hasn’t been set yet”. 


Wt were effectively invited to 
take part in an aucxion with no 
reserve and no guide price. That's 
how hot the competition is sup- 
posed to be. 

At another fiat also being reih 
ova ted but advanced enoi^ to 
have an asking price (tiiou^ no 
printed details), we were tol± 
‘'We’ve airea^ had an offer at 
the asking price, but we haven’t 
accepted it” The renovator (and 
owner) muttered in the back- 
ground that he thought the ask- 
ing price too high. 

Some agents are shamelessly 
encouraging gazumping. I was 
taken to see two flats in one 
block. One, at what seemed a veiy 
reasonaUe price, was under offer. 
The other, which seemed over- 
priced by comparison, was not To 
the agent’s horror, a family was 
waiting in the lobby (the fao^, it 
transpired, that thought it had 
bought the fust flat). 1 was whisked 
past rushed to the flat in question, 
raced around it (to be gone before 
the family arrived to measure 
up), then taken to the other flat 


A justification for this comeefy 
might be the usefiiiness of com- 
paring the size and price of the 
two flats. But the subsequent 
conversation contained a strong 
invitation to bid for the first fiat 
with the asking price "as a floor”. 
Maybe the agent thought that the 
buyer, who wanted several flats in 
the block, would either increase 
his o^r or switch to the more 
expensive flat - to the mutual 
benefit of agent and vendor. 

The saga has a sequel. We 
made an o&r for the larger flat 
which was rejected. Spun tales of 
spiralling prices, vicious bidding 
for other flats in the area (but 
not for this one), we upped the 
offer. A misdirected fax subse- 
quently made dear that fo'st 
this was 10 per cent more than 
any similar flat in the block had 
ever fetched and, second, that 
the price had recently been de 
facto increased by the removal 
from the package of several 
parking spaces (hitherto 
included in the same price). 

We withdrew; the vendor, a 


company, is prepared to wait. But 
the experience prompts some 
thoughts. 

Perhaps the statutoiy duty on 
estate agents to preside accurate 
particulars should be augmented 
with a requirement to state when 
a flat was put on the market, at 
what price and on what terms. 
Ideally, the prices achieved at sale 
should be published, as they are 
in some countries, liien we buy- 
ers could judge the market for 
ourselves and not find ourselves 
unwittingly driving it. 

And, contrary to what you 
hear, there are central London 
flats on the market Some of 
them have been there for a good 
many months now, unsold 
because of their poor condition, 
their high service charge or their 
less than ideal location. They 
are available because sellers and 
agents will not reduce the price, 
anticipating that the market will 
“rise to meet them”. Maybe it 
wiU, but the fact that buyers are 
resisting shows that we still have 
a modicum of common sense. 


Beyond , 

the city 
limits 

T he London commuter strays a 
fair distance these days. 

Although the traditional stock- 
broker belt will always be pnme 
tcrritoiy for anyone who has to he at 
their desk sharpish, five days a week, 
flexible working, tcchnok^' and 
improved transport links have allowed 
many people to go further afield. 

Alison Dean, a director of estate 
agents Savills. ha.s noticed Utat ihc 
received wisdom of a one-and-a-half- 
hour, door-to door cut-off point has 
polarised: some commuters want lo be 
at woik within 45 mhiuics, others are 
prepared to travel for up to two hours. 

The three-day office week, with inervas- 
ing numbers of people woricing partly 
from home, has made the long commute 
acceptable. “We find that if both part- 
ners work, the choice is to stay closer in. 

A couple will often move further out 
when the woman, say, decides to work 
part-time or tom home.” she says. 

Clearly, improved rail and road links 
have opened up new areas. Only now is 
the eff^ of the electrification of the 
eastern line from King’s Cross to Peter- 
borough, a 45-minute trip, being felt. 

Rutland and Norfolk, very much sec- 
ond-home territory, are now becoming 
thinkable for regular commuters. 

"Car travel Ls dead time, but people 
can get through a lot of work on rhe 
train. Regular commuters learn the 
tricks of the trade. They know where to 
stand on the platform to get a seat and \ 
how to stagger their journeys ” says Ali- 
son Dean. Jim Wird, an analyst at Sav- 
ills. lives in Cambridge and works in 
London. "Wc live in the heart of the 
city so 1 can cycle to the station. I 
spend an hour on the train and that is 
very useful lime for reading and pbn- 
ning. Quite a few people use laptops. 

In that sense it is better to be an hour 
away than have a journey of half an 
hour while you are squashed into a car- 
riage unable to do anytliing.” It costs 
him just over £3.000 a year in fares but. 
he savs. is worth it for the quality of life 
Cam£*ridgc affords. 

ilie equation of moving out of Lon- 
don and saving money' does not always 
add up. There is a premium to pay' for 
homes in pretfy Hampshire towns that 
have a fast rail service and the Surrey 
commuter belt is more expen.sive than 
many pans of London. But the north- 
ern London commuter belt is cheaper 
than Surrey. In Empin^iam. 19 miles 
from Feteitorou^. Sa^ is selling a 
Georgian school house for £185,000. 
which would be closer to £300.000 in 
Surrey. And a 17th-century house in the 
village of Vifill:^, two miles from Welling- 
borough. with a 50-minute run into St 
Pancras, has a ^de prke of £565,000, 
while in Surrey it would be between 
£700,000 and £800.000. Winchester, 
which 10 years ago wa.<! regarded as an 
outpost of commuter land is a 55- 
minute journey to Waterloo. Mary-Arme 
Crafrer. PR manager for Hamptons 
International, is a regular passenger. 

"Working on the train is the equivalent 
of three hours in the office. I can focus 
and am uninterrupted. It does get stress- 
ful if the tr ains are mucked about I cun 
only do it because my husband works 
locally and I have a brilliant nanny.” 
liy Homes' development and refur- 
bishment of Peninsula Barracks, in the 
centre of Winchester, has seen a num- 
ber of young professional buyers. At the 
beginning of March, five homes in the 
last side of the square will be ready. The 
race is on between the empty-nesters 
and those with their eyes on the non- 
stop link to Waterloo. 


Penny Jackson 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Why wait to move 
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Home Inswance 




I THE OLD RECTORY 
IRARKET 
KARBOROUGH 

KORnUNTSlElCS BOfOlER 
1U7 UsTMi RBaoty, M9i» 
Msruti Town. 7 teeb. iceops 
' Core fiS nwis Iran LondorL 
6 mm MViay M Ingicfuolk 
and ? lirrplacos Boams 

OuSbsidlnss, sun offtte.'aniHu. 

1 aoe. spoatq. 
C43S.OOO 
Tel: nSS6 431829 



OJ.R.O. £370,000 
(Uwri hia ■, UtaglM B .11 1 


V'4t«babs*on 
1 01868 371616 


Overseas Property 


10,000+ PROPERTIES AND BUSINESSES 
FOR SALE IN OVER 100 LOCATIONS WITHIN 23 COUNTRIES 

Bahaiui!.. Canada. Caynua iciawHe Cypnu. Doaunican Republic. Florida. France. Gnu 
Canaria. Greece. Gm (India). Ireland. Iialy. La Palma. Lanzarote. Majotia, Malia. Menorca. 
Portugal, Scnilb ATnca. Spain. reneriTe. Turks and Caicos Islantfe. United States of America. 

PRICES FROM £12,000 - £10,000,000 

Old Bank House, 1 Hl^ Street, Arundel. West Sussex BN16 9AD 

_ _ „ _TW;j« {p)J9.03M46B3 F^ (P)J9_03 TO 54 : 

/Agents required woffcMda 


London Property 


HURFORD 


5AlVf 


CARR 


CITY • BLOOMSBURY 

A refreshing new opproadi to residential agency. 
Our Sales particulars all carry a fleer ;rian, 
square areas and estimoted rental values. 

Call US now for a copy of our free 1 6-page cdour 
Property Review featuring a selection of 
new developments including Lofts, 

Tefc 0171-250 1012 
Fox: 0171-250 1015 

37 -.i 1 St John Street London ECTM 4 AN 



Golf apartmeats from 
I £77 .500 and deuctied villasl 
from £77,950. 

Other kiesiNHiE av&ilabk me 
beach and inland locaiioRs. 

Telepbone: 

01242 221500 ^ 

Eti. since 1980 


FRENCH PROPEirrV NEWS 


pteM(tnSl) 8 « 7183 « 



Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday's highly 
successful Property Gallery^ a marl^lace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 words 
of copy complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 
1 X Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 X Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 X Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

FUl io the coapon below and send payment, a colonr photograph and up to 40 words of copy 
to: The I^operty Team, Classing Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 

1 Canada Stjnare, Canary Wharf, London £14 SDL 

DeadSee for itcdpt of copT/pbOM b th Toesdai 12 days prior to Smday pdriicitioiL Offer opeo to prirate advertisers eelv. 
coflurtrcixl advertiNDg package avaibbk on reqnesL 



founeeulate three bed> 
apartment in 
UidgeUmil 
fromdtycenl 

lounge wiNKnprreMvv 
eountiysidd^^, Luzurwus 
^tl^mMsrrooqi, 
Wi aq r d f ^m a B area. Small 
Runlon. garage. 

'"1W4,950o.im). 
Da^ 0171 293 2343 


NAME -..TELEPHONE (daytime). 

ADDRESS 


I require iD zD sD (lick appropriate box) Sunday Advertisemenl(s) 5i a total cost of£ 

Please enclose a cheque for this mnoiiBt made payable to ‘Newspaper PubUsbing Pic’ or fill in .Tour Visa/Access/Aii/bbieis Club details: 

CREDITCARDNo L I I I I I I I M I I I I I I I I i FYlItvntTt SIGNATURE 

For advice or more information please caB ‘The Property Team’ on 0171-293 ^43 or0i7U29f2302 
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F or a moment - just one 
pne^ tantalising moment - 
It looked as there was going 
to be a large shock in the 
investment stakes this year. When 
the WM Company, which moni- 
tors fund manners’ performance, 
took Its first pass at analysing 
how wdl pension funds had done 
with their investments in 1996, it 
found what looked like startling 
evidence. ^ 

It seemed that those funds 
which were “actively managed" 
had come out on top a gain in the 
performance stakes. 

■ llie early returns' suggeAed 
thaiwhDe the FT AU-share index 
last year produced a total lecum 
of 16.8 per cent, the average 
aciiv^ managed pension fund 
had achieved a return of 17.2 per 
cent, a small but' significant 
advantage. 

• If-confLrmed, it would have 
meant that protesiona] i^d man- 
agers collectively had beaten the 
main nock market index for only' 
the fiiird time in the last 10 years. 

. But alas| for the industiy's self- 


Why the markets 
outperform the 
professionals' 
managed funds 
most years 



Jonathan Davis 


esteem, the fint cut proved to be 
a false ^gnaL A month on, there 
has been time to collect and 
analyse the perfbxmance data fur- 
ther, and now the have had. 

to be revised. WM, which moni- 
tors results from 80 per cent of the 
pension funds in. this country, 
now calculates that the outcome 
last year was a ddtd heat. The 
pension-fonds in its suiv^ pro- 
duced a zetum of 16.8 per cent - 
exactly the same as the index 
itself had produced. 

In historical terms, this was sdll 
quite an achievement For ever 


. since prof es sional fund managers 
started to anal^ their perfor- 
mance in detail (which was not all 
that long ago), the message has 
almost invariably been the same. 
In any one year, the majority of 
professional, fond managers are 
incapable of beating the main 
stock maiicet indicesL 
And if that were not bad 
' enough, the chances of ai^ fond 
manager beating the index repeat- 
edly over a period of years are 
. much slimmer gdlL 

The evidence on this point, as 
I have had cause to mention here 


money 


before^ is quite incontrovertible. 
Eve^ study that has been carried 
Out into fond management per- 
formance, whether it is in the 
United States or. here, and 
whether it is pension fimds, uni t 
trusts, investment trusts or what- 
ever, arrives at roughly the same 
conclusion. Thb is that around 80 
per cent of professionally man- 
aged funds will underperform 
the market as a whole e^ year. 

WM*s owu data shows that 
1992 was the only year in the last 
10 when pension foods actually 
made a return greater than that of 
the index (though in 1^4^ they did 
manage to pro&ce a sm^er neg- 
ative return than the index). 

If you look at studies of indi- 
vidual fond management perfor- 
mance over time, the evidence is . 
similarly clear-cut. Ifond man- 
agers who wpear in the top 25 per 
cent of perfoimets in an^ five or 
10-year period are more likely 
than not to be in the bottom half 
in the ^cceeding five or lO^ear 
period. In fact, there is some evi- 
dence to support the view that 


picking the wont performing fond 
managemenigroi^ is just as likely 
to produce above average perfor- 
mance in the fonire. 

Credit for the first discoveiy of 
this painful truth about the f^d 
management business is probably 
owed to a distfoguished American 
phQanthropist, Alfred Cowles, 
who demonstrated as long ago as 
1933 that the returns achievM by 
insurance companies were no 
b^er or no worse than those 
whi(^ would have been generat^ 
by a randomly selected portfolio 
of stocks. But ft has taken the 
advent of modem computers to 
demonstrate conclusive^ quite 
how persistent and relentless this 
phenomenon is. 

When you think about it, of 
conzse. this finding is really not as 
surprising as it may seem. Fund 
managers collective^ are the mar^ 
ket, so it is inevitable that collec- 
tively they should be unable to 
beat the market index. The main 
reason th^ persistentty^ fail even 
to match it, nowever. lies in the 
cost of their doing business - 


their management fees on the 
one hand and all the money th^ 
put into (he pockets of stock- 
brokers when they buy and sell the 
shares in their portfolio. 

While the average fund man- 
ager cannot beat the stock market, 
many individual fund managers 
can - and do. In the pension fond 
field, the ^ quaitile of per- 
formers typic^ produce a returu 
is between Z per cent and 6 
per cent greater than the market 
as a whole. 

^mething similar happens in 
the unit trust and investment trust 
mdusoy, although most cases of 
outperfonnance are due more to 
the particular sector or country 
that ^ trust has chosen to invest 
in, rather than the stock selection 
sl^ of the manager in question. 

What is odd is that it has taken 
so long for investors to arrive at 
the tAvious conclusion - that it 
may not be worth trying to beat 
the stock market index any more. 
Naturally, eveiybcxfy wants to see 
their fond in the top half of the 
performance tables - pension 


fond trustees are just as dogmatic 
about that as the average investor. 

But is it sensible to set that as 
a target? As there is now a prac- 
tical alternative, in the shape of 
index-^cking funds, whOM sole 
raison d'etre is to mimic the 
returns on the index, without any 
pretensions to beating the market 
aver^es, the question needs care- 
ful consideration. 

Not for nothing do WM now 
eatimaie that between 20 per cent 
and 25 per cent of pension fund 
money is now *^ssively” man- 
aged - je invested in index-track- 
ing funds. In the United States, 
the figure is more like 40 per cenL 
It is the inevitable consequence of 
taking a long, hard look at the 
facts of past performance. 

Now that ordinary investors 
have a chance to put their money 
into an index-tracking fond too - 
there are already nearly a dozen 
such foods in this country - the 
question to ask is not whether you 
should think about them as an 
investor, but why you should even 
think cd opting for anything else. 


The cat’s share tips 

Paul Slade opens the lid on a feline financier’s portfolio 


H ad you been standing in 
my kitchen on 13 
August last year, you 
woukl have fbutid me caitfoUy 
laying out pieces of dry cat 
ibodon to a grid of 250 num- 
bered scares. , 

De^te appearanc^ there 
was a point to this. When the 
grid was complete 1 let a cat 
named SchrOdinger loose in 
the.kitchen andnoted the 35 
pieces which he ate firsts 
Th^ numbers, matched iip a 
agains t a list of shares in the 
FTSE mid-250, went to make 
up what 1 call the Consoli- 
dated Accumulation Trust 
portfolio - or for shc^ 

The Stares which 
Schrodinger selected included 
' household names sudi as The 
BoefyShop, Dalgety, Ncrrthem 
Food^ Sav(^ Hotels 

and Tiylor *i\yker. He also 
went for a few more adven- 
turous picks arcb as metfia 
groi^ I^extech, healthcare 
specialists ML Laboratories 
and Meituiy Minmg, 
an investment trust T'’ ’ * 

As far as sector split is con- 
cerned, SchiodjoDger went^f^ 
six rovesimeat trust^ three, 
media companies, three con- 
struction conq^es, two.eogi- 
neering firms and two trans- 
port companies. Not to 
mention a smattering of 
power, dritdes, distzibutioo and 
financial services. A san^le of 
the stodcs he picked is gnm in 
the table alongside tins artide. 

So, six months on, how are 
Sdirfidit^a^s ddte as an invest- 
ment manager holdirig iq>? 

A friendly unit-trust group 


vrww.e4iritsble.co.l1k 


RqriHidlgr 

Tfcr rrmtl Imriiwf it ftiitfcirItT 


- &T too modest to have its 
name bandied around here - 
has . put the porrfolio on the 
computer me, assDirmig an 
iuitiai irivestiiient of £10,000 in 
each oonqiany’s shafesL Fbr 
. the purposes of this exercise, 
we’ve deducted a broku’s 
commissibn of £1,053 at the 
outset, but ignored all other 
charges. 

lii the sir months since hs 
creation, CAT’s value has 
grown by 3.05 per against 

a figure of 406 per cent for file 
mid-250 index. But thb con- 
ceals a dramatic opswmg in the 
last quarter. In the three 
months to 4 February thb 
year, the fimd has grown by 4.4 
per cent, neariy double the 
mid-2S6’s advance of 23 per 
cent . 

Even the six-month figures 
rank. Sduodiiiger ahead of 
my real-life fund manage^ It 
. b not a foolproof confearbon 
by any. mCan^ but Ml^pal’s 
figures for UK Growth unit 
trusts over the same period 
(bid-to-bid, ignoring hMX)me) 
show the sector average at 
10.1 per cent CAT b ranked 
at 156 in a field of 164. 

Among Sdufofingei^ big 
successes, other fiian Us top- 
five sde^on, are also foe 
Come -Groapi which saw its 
share price 15.9 per cent 
m foe past ax mrafis, l^or 
Wxxfow, whose shaitt'have 
benefited, from foe housing 
market reooiveiy to file tune efi 
13.8 per cent and Electra 
Investment Ihist up 11.8 per 
cent 

Admittedly, fiiere are some 
poor selectxws. Buhner Hold- 
ings b domi 6.7 per cent while 
Mfinipey has tli^iped 6.2 per 
cent and HigbUmd Distilleries 
shares have lo^ 3.9 po- cent of 
tbeuvahiefo sismonlfas. . 

Thb'stifi puts Schrodin^ 
comfartabfy 'ahead of man- 
agers of foists such as Bacdi^ 
Uniconi Leisure (- 1-43 per 
cent), Equtal^e^ljae-^iecial 
Situatiois. 1 per cart), 
M&C K^vexy (+3.8 per 
cent) and GT-UK Gfo^h 
(+3Jpcrcen^ 

An M&G sekeswoman b 
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Sector. 

Media 
Insurance 
Financial . - 
Building m^eiiab 
Food 

a-v 

Engineering 
Paper & patiWig 
Electronics > 
Investment 
Healthcare 


6-month change 

+40.72% 

+28.4% 

+26.6% 

+19.4% 

+ 16,4% 

-8.5% 

•8.7% 

-113% 

-15.5% 

-32.4% 






..'■‘ 2 SXjnvest)ed 
fnti^aticmally . 

V 7 ?% fnyesl^ In the UK 

^ p savings from 

/ ■ orij|y|^ perTnor^ 

fnvei^eTits 

: 'ftogri£k }06 


fS rr! if i i nVitil‘ir' 


unabashed at- Schrodinger’s 
success relative to her 
company’s fimd: “Don’t be so 
catty,” she retorts. “Our 
Recovery - Fund has out- 
peifonned foe FT All-share 
index oyer eveiy 15-year 
periodsince its launch in 1969. 

“If we were to hire 
SArMmgRr as a fond man- 
ager after foac land of peifor- 
mahee we m^tbe foc^ with 
a large . number of early 
redemptions fiom our fund." 


. ■ It’s stiOeariy days, of course, 
but I think we can consider 
that -a reasonably promising 
start for our four-legged 
financier. Wsll be returning to 
CAT every three months or so 
in the future to see how he’s 
getting 00 . 

investment plans, like 
Vila’s FEP, are ba^ not on 
actively managed funds, but on 
“tracker trusts”. 

Tjackers Imve the advantage 
of e liminating the lisk that the 


market as a whole wiD go up, 
but your own fund manats 
succeeds in picking foe few 
stocks that are faiiing- 
Active fund managers are 
relaxed about tracker trusts as 
most companies wQl have one 
in their selection of funds. 
How they will react to bting 
outperformed by an invest- 
ment expert whose only remu- 
neration - unlike theirs - is the 
occasional tin of Sheba 
remains to be seen. 
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DHa Itatyau piwide nqr be ii«d fair 
Ncnileh IMob 0Bop eonymiH. your 
ifiBnda advinrar oaarralmnt 
eqaaiBllDai lor fiHrinllnK SOHMOTi nek 

H matal RWidi aad coataeant lau 

npnfeie yu IMaa tawnnea and 
bMotment aeadL 


Postcode 
Evening tel no: 


NORWICH 

UNION 


hr yaw pnlMtion al Mopbone coBo wU 
be laceided. Tba nhie or and tacoBw tan 
PEPo BRjp M and yau a^r Bot let back 
tba aaiowit InwiNd. hndo bwtiltd ahwad 
— r ‘tn- -tth wrlinr ntr ftrtmWnnT 
bdomadeaMidea wn only iNaR ta 
Nonoldi Uidn piadaea. 


XT t Exeapt the buytac ta uHiiw 

No one protects more. si»»dof{L 5 %. 
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PENSIONS 

PHONE 

21 liMiN's a (lav 7 da\s a wvek Now \ou can pick up the phone ami cel 

p^a'iSiciT^ intnrmalion or aU\ ice ami c\mi set u]-) a plan, cjuicklv ami w itliout lu>s 


0345 6789 10 

f-r Ciik O' ln(k'j>riuK-n; I'IimiomI 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


R>r \ our protuction, jour 


cdllH to Scoilish WefeVs tnw bo n-cnrtlcii. Information irf advice will only beprovided on Scottiih Widows products. Issued bv Scottish Widows’ Fund and Life Assurance Sodcly, a mutual inmpany. RepuJ*tcd !w the Ptrsoual Investment Authority 
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The Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 


(also costs the least) 




A alance at the table 
will show (hat - since 
Hi! hunch one ^earago 
- the Index-Ttaddng PEP from Legal & Genera/ has proved char it offers PEP 
in » estors unbeatable niue for money. 

It H>Uows (he FThE All-Share Index. This Index reflects the petibrmance of the entire 
.sti K'kmarket, an it nmtnres the risk of being overexposed to shares whidi under- 
perform and lessen your return. 

• '". "Krt ^ fact, £6.0<X) imr^reJ in the Legal «& Genetal Index-Tracking 

would now be worth compared to /ust 

jiio&r ' ' ^ die awtage lie Income & Growth Trust. And there's 

V financhU year. 

Unbeatable costs... 


At fust D.t 

."v \ 'ijir-' anyn-here < 


■m . . . • 


The Index-Tracking PEP 


5“o pa., you won't tind a cheaper bidex-Tiacking PEP 
else. And there are stW no initial charges or withdrawal 

fees to pay: 

To rind out more about the 
I'K's best value Index-Tracking 

PEP. call now. or renim the coupon below. _rmm _ri ._ri. r» r, 

Aliernarively. you can contact us at Cr^FCrCr mm vO 
hrrp;//n 11 w.legal-and-isrneraLco. uk 

FRBEPHOME Sam TO 8pm WEEKDA'TS 9sun TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE QUOTE REP: A4DJI3 
St ■■■urf'pvoYnn taOk uiU utuiU|i fH'/tiYinM^iiifaniJtifiiti mimiriim/. 
uav. tvi Ja 'tfAr A' hU b»ed tit jB FEPtiupan tru/i fitter ffKtmic' nrlfitc^^ed thm il6./i Vf (^n^v ia/ncbl h> Pl-Ol.fi-, 
Km pcrtimuiAv i> fh>r rmo'Cin/i j gable m funtiv perturaunee Badi capnalaod iaotme laAieMruvpt Jiiwii uctf «■ up and iiiu mat 
mi fill tvik ilifj)ihititu mte^'d Tji a.->^imiptlt}ittare iIhuc Ltimitf/i af^bcahle and are raiSfect iu.<aruioryiJianigr.Ttie ntue of ox nSier 
mllJirptihl iin l•■llrlrhh>nAldJ I'nt'uirourMm Full unrAvi ch.*r3ihan‘sitaibNL‘i<fi m/ue-a. AUMUiueiu* w mmxT »>af (U fll.V~ 

(wiKnl (OiniM UiiuicrJ (ktreaeKd in En/iind No. gejSMivd mEce. Tcaifle Onitl II Queen Wturti .VRct BZaS fTP 

Repn>i‘ntjiiirtvd\ kIiIk-UisiIS (teneralnuiieimggniap.nianheTyitrahkliairn:f!UlaieJbf rik* ftn»uruf Inm n neni Auihorirr and IMIH ) 
liir ilw jJiviiiq; i>n jmf .vMiitn Kf(* •emunnev anJ bncMirKnr pRalw,-TN hcsirfro; Cc;ipi CennafS name. 

• ■ 

» h>: Legal S: Oeneral (Direct} Limited, FREEPOST SW(^0467, • 

' ('.ardiffCPI /nv ^ 

Please scad me Aii/ weiaen deails of the Legal S Geaeral 
Itulv.v-Tfacklaii PEP. 


si R.MUt iWr III. w.' 
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THE SAVE & PROSPER GROWTH 


PEP 




NUMBERS 

ARE 

BEA1ABLE 



INITIAL PEP CHARGE 


TEN YEAR GROWTH 



PLUS 


.V- 


so RING THIS 
ONE. 

0800 829100. 


There are. other PEPs with nc entry or exit charges. 

But not one of them beats our ten year performance of 302%, 
That’s an average of 14.9':o a year. Free of tax. 

' In fact,- Our Growth Fund is in the top tO^.o of al! unit trusts 
over one, three, five and ten years. 

■por a bx.ochure, call us between Sam and 9pm, seven days a week. 


<3»SAW &PROSPER 



A N 0 P I! O 8 P. E R . 


ttp:r' / WWW. prosper. 
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Chinese wares 

Collect to invest: John Windsor on pot luck 



C hinese porcelain pots;, 
plates and plaques 
painted by Zhai 
Tflaonang (pronunci- 
ation instructions later) will be 
the most tantalising togains 
at the Olympia Fine Art and 
Antiques Fair when it opens 
on 25 February. He will be 
there demonstrating his skiD - 
the fiist Chinese senior mas- 
ter to visit the West and the 
only one stQl painting birds, 
fiowrs and bamboo in the tra- 
ditional imperial manner. 

Tantalising? Collector- 
investors will have to assess 
not only rarity value but taste. 
Other people's taste, not just 
their owiL 

The importer is Peter 'Wbin, 
respected Shrop^iiie dealer in 
oriental ceramics, committed 
Sinophile since hb army days 
in Hong Kong in the late Six- 
ties, and a master of Chinese 
etiquette: always accept a 
business card with both hands 
and read it before pocketing 
it, burst rather than give in to 
a sneeze, and keep hands 
away from face. 

He will be escorting 53-year- 
old Mr 2iai (pronounced jai 
/uayfengy by those capable of 
s^g b at the back of the 
throat) on a tour of the Stoke 
on Trent potteries. 

His studio is not in the 
booming Shanghai economic 
zone, but at the imperial 
porcelain capital in Jing- 
dezhen, Jiangxi province - 
where the windows of the bat- 
tered Lada taxis are wedged 
shut with screwdrivers. 

A year’s output by Mr Zhai 
will be offer^ for sale at 
Olympia - another stipula- 
tion ^ Chinese officii. It 
consists of some 50 pieces, 
with price tags totalling 
£60,000. A six-inch h^ vase 
decorated with birds and 
flowers that took him three 


days to paint is £500. Flower 
vases 15-inches high (two to 
four weeks), £2,000-£3,000. 

Hitherto, Mr Zhai's wares 
have not b^n sold in home- 
land China but reserved for 
e^rt, almost exclusively to 
dealers in Japan, Hong Itong 
and TaiwaiL 

Supply is static. Of the ei^t 
senior masters in Jingdezhen, 
Mr 2iai is the only one who 
paints the meticulous^ pre- 
cise flora and fauna. It wfll be 
decades before his apprentice 
becomes a senior master - and 
what style will he adopt then? 

Mr WEiin has introduced 
the more adventurous of his 
British customers-eight to 10 
of them - to works ty senior 
masters of the Twenties and 
Thirties (also to be shown on 
his stand at Olympia). But will 
they take to pots on which the 


pain t is hardty diy? Since 1939 
virtually no masterworks have 
been made. 

Hie Japanese invasion and 
subsequent ch'll war stopped 
production for 13 years ^m 
1939. Some retraining of 
master-craftsmen took place 
in the Fifties but during the 
Cultural Revolution (1968- 
7S) signed works were 
order^ to be destroyed. 

Well, will Westerners like 
contemporary imperial-style 
porcelain decoration enough 
to buy it? Mr Wain and I went 
in search of Mr Zhai's saucer- 
plate with flsh. If Mr Wiin 
were selling it, which he is not, 
he would ask £1,500. 

But, offered in a different 
context - you might pass it by, 
assuming it was mass-product 
transfer-printed stuff. 

‘’Would you pay £1,500 for 


that?" asked Mr Wain, 
provocatively: a lot ot 

monev for people lo hand out 
for something they've nol seen 
before. They will need lo 
appreciate nol only the rariU' 
but the artistry of il." 

Which explains why Mr 
Wain is not asking double ihc 
price for his bo^d. “1 don't 
want to frighicn people off," 
he says, “But these ecramics 
won’t be offered at this price 
again. Frankly, I feci quiic 
bullish. I might be creating u 
market I can't satisfy". 

Ofympiu Fine. 4n and. 4niiqucs 
Riir National Hall. I^•nsini|;(l m 
Hi^ Street. Londotu 25 Feb- 
ruary to 2 MttielL Emrr £5. 
(0171-370 8188181S6fS234). 

/Vter H-'ain; 7 Nanwieh 
Road, Woore, Shropshirv 017 
9SA. (01630 6471 18) 
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Mortgage Intelligence, the 
nationwide home loan 
network, is launching a four- 
year flxed-rate mortgage at 
7.09 per cent on loans up to 
90 per cent of a property’s 
value. Call 0800 246000. 

Stroud & Swindon Build- 


ing Society has launched a 
direct instant account, 
available by phone or letter. 
It pays up to 6.6 per cent 
gross on accounts over 
£50,00. Call 0800618161. 

Woolwich Building 
SocieQr is offering a five-year 
guaranteed income bond, 
offering from 5.8 per cent 
net up to £25, (XW and 6 per 
cent net above £50,000. 
Income is paid monthly. Call 
0800 222200. 


Bank of Scotland has 
launched a shared apprec- 
iation mortgage, with rates 
permanently pegged at 0 per 
cent or 5.75 per cent, in 
return for a share in any 
future property increases. 

Call 0131 3176827. 

The Share Centre is 
offering to buy buflding 
Sfxlefy shares at demutu- 
alisation with a minimum 
purchase commission of 
£2.50. Call 0800 800008. 


SERIOLS 

PENSIONS 

information 


www.equitable.co.uk 


RcpIUcdBy 

Hm Penwri bmwm AaibofUy 
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money 


on pot lui^ 


Schemes 
to take 
away the 
pain of 
, capital 
Igains tax 


landed with a 
capital flaing tax 
]r '^,#7 biD can. tair^ 

t .b^some of the-joy ont of 
^ ^ yoo ham made on a 

b particiiltttieal. As Ufit weekfs 
f aitide Slowed, there is a cer- 
|i tain tfnquntof basic planning 


pain. Bdt-can we go fiuther- 
can we . find a fiscal I^ul 
- 1>anie]s or Dawid-Cofipeifield 
• who w31 magic away that tax 
' bill alh^fiiei:? 

Oddly hnoi^ght the Tnbmrf 
: Revenue itself oSers a range 
.of trufejte-mtdce the. CGT.biU 
dupppear. Some of them 
nivafmiKC^pt^ 

' ':Wyou mwffiiqg toinvestin 
t aBKdnqoQted to(fiog 

.ia. conSdeiable scope 

*■ reinvestment relief adiich 
requires you to bi^ shares, or 
subscribe for new.ones, in a 
qualifying coaq>aiiy.. 

The key to **qual£fymgf is 
that it is a UK business, it 
trades (rather than invests in 
properly, for exanqrfeX doesn’t 
do certain prohibit^ trades 
(includ^ gjvh^ tax'adviceJ) 
and. it is not .moted .on.. file 
main Stode Eschange. A share 
listed on the Alternative 
InvesbmentMazfcetwfll qualify. 

You have quite a kn^ time 
scale to do the investment - 
one year before to fiueeyeaxs 
after your diqxisal that.gawe 
rise to the gain. And jpu,mify 
have to invest your gain -: OOt 
the whole of ^ proceeds. 
Yon may not wiA fo reinvest 
direct - (» nu^ not find it ea^ 
to identify the ri^t ccnn|»ny. 
Fortunately, boiBpaaies are 
increasnigfy getting. Revenue 
approval un^ a new dear- 
ance scheme. A .good invest- 
ment adviser sbotdd h»«e a few 
for you to consider. 

Or you nu^ wisb.to ^iraad 
your r^Wnturec^tital trusts 
(VCB) are qahi^ng up whidi 
offer (^spoifomties £cff some 
income taxielief at 20 percent 
on your invetimeait ,T^<^lso 



John Whitin; 


ofiEer the dianoe to dielter the 

. There isa£100,000 hniit on 
bow much you can invest in a 
year. Going aitagefiirtber, if 
you reafiy terra found the com- 
pany you want fo put your 
money into, and arewSli^ to 
subscribe fiw new shares, the 
enterprise nivestniem setunne 
allows you to get rdieft in the 
samew^asaVCI 

All of these leDefi aie geared 
to gettii^ the tamayer to put 
mOD^ into a lislo^ environ- 
inmit; channelling funds to 
companies that tradhsOTally 
find it hard to attract finance. 

Bear in'inmd the gain 
thalyoD have deferiedwiO pop 
bnt vvheQ yra seD the new 
investment - but the same 
opportunity for.deford may 
be there- ^|am, though 
vriiether the reliefs last nndu 
a.change of govexunieiit is an 
interestiiig questicAL 

There is also an autmuatic 
and full relief that must not be 
forgotten: Retirement -relief 
gives fuH relief for gains of op 
. to S250J0O0 and half-zdief oa . 
the btdahee of gains iq> to 
£3m. What do you have to do? 
that bustni^! 

Most trading burinesses 
qualify and r provi^ you 
have been folly in v olve d for 10 
years - you can esqtect very 
substantial relief. There are a 
lot of quirks, though* oddly, 
two k^ ones fovpur the tax- 
payee. Firstryoo don't actiulfy 
have to retire - you can ke^ 
workiiig. Seco^ 50 is the 
jKirnial qualifyfog filled 

Ovexail, you can play fiscal 
n^c and make your gain 
dis^rpear, perfa^ osHy for a 
while >bm>a gain deferred is 
nobsdtl)^ 

The catch isyou have to do 
it caiefolfy -r thm is always a 
ri^ youemd up with a broken 
egg rather than a rabbit when 
you reach into the top hat to 
retrieve your investment 
/oAb Whitutg is tt tax partner 
wA. Price Wgieihouse. 


■ji‘ :: ir- ir- 
5.-.- :*• 'si; 


It is worth starting to plan for long-term 
care early, argues Nic Cicutti 


That is the 
name used to desaibe 
someone who rq>eat- 
iedly spoils everyone’s 
fon~ such as refer rin g to the 
possibnhy that at a late st^e 
in many people’s lives they 
' may need help in looking 
after themselves. And point- 
mg out that this care m^ 

Even^ft^^te^ be a 
k^oy at times fiiaa to pretend 
that there is nothing to worry 
about when it comes to look- 
ing after oneself in old age. 

The evidence points to the 
fact that we all live longer 
today tiian even a decade ago 
- np to the age of '80 and 
beyond,-on average. Nfost of 
bs will Ain be fit at foat a g^ 
-But some will lequiie h^ 
tiiek daify fivfog needs. 

At present, die average 
costs of full-time care are 
about £17,000 a year, whOe- 
the. cost of care-in one’s own 
bdme can rise to £30^000 if 
two carers ate needed. 

Despite changes an- 
noimi»] by the CSiaaoeDor a- 
the Noveoibm’ 1995 ftidget, a 
local authorify will oofy cm- 
tirbnte totally to tiiese costs if 
an in£i^ars total assets are 
£10,000 or less. Anyone whh 
assets of up to jU 6,000 is 
means-test^ while tiie eutire 
cost of care is recouped by the 
local authorily if assets are 
over that amount 

The dies of aqger from 
many who . discovered that 
their homes were calculated 
as assets led the Government 
not onfy to increase the lower 
limits betoe income was 
assessed from £6,000 to 
£10,000, as stated. It also pio- 
vok^ a prcHnise to review die 
proton of .long-term care 
funding, to see wdwtber incen- 
tives couldbe given to people 
who are prepm^d to proride 
some fiHio cf private cover for 
themselves. 

Last year, Stephmi Dorrell, 
the Health Mmister, proposed 


tax incentives to hdp out 
For every £1 of insurance 
cover, an extra 'amount of 
assets can be. k^ on ^ of 
those already aOowed. ; 

If the “dlsFe^rd’’ is £1.50 
for every £1 of cover bought, 
a person would be able to pro- 
tect £70,000 of assets hiaoxe 
being means-tested. 

Another variation floated 
last yearwould a policy 

ben^ fakien out for a limited 
period, s^ four years. In 
return, a hi^er amount of 
assets would be disregarded, 
say £2S,00(^ rius an additional 
' £1 for eve^rfl of cover tafcoDL 

David Aaron, an mdq)en- 
dent finmrial advisei at The 
Aaron Partnerslup in hfilton 
Keynes, points out* ‘'{These 
sdiemes] are aimed at pccq^ 
who are moderatefy w^^, 
say owan^ a {noperiy worth 
£100,000, but not for those 
with more snbstantial weaWh.” 

Nor are' fiiey modi' use to 
low^asset adx) wiD 

p r es uin aMy con^ue to be 
ineaiiB-teAede^i^Telaiivefy 
inforior flBTa^caie because 
tiiey camfot afford better. 

In any even^ a draft ^ on 
long-term care, is due next 
week. However, given the 
{noKtmify of a general eleo- 
tiem, tb^ are doubts as to 
vtiirther itwiU evermake it on 
to Parliamentary dfow^. 

If rdiance on tire state to 
fund the cost of long-term 
care is inoeasiii^ less of an 
option, what are the alterna- 
tives? Mr AAron suggests 
there are sevetaL 
■ The first is to marimise 
savings, possi^ by adding to 
one’s pentfoUo so that the 
firods can be used to pay for 
care when it is needed. 
Ahhpugh fiiis is a helpful 
start, foe cost exf care can 
rapii^ dissfoale even laige 
ameuntsofmoneyi 

Peosions ailsoo^benefits, 
in that contributions to them 
are tax-deductible and the 
investments grow in a tax foee 



: 

\ 
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CosUy care: Planning is needed photograph; cteve Morgan 


environment The problem is 
that most people do not fund 
enou^ to provide themselves 
with a decent income, let 
alone the eattra needed to pay 
for care. Nevertheless, an 
inoease in penaon contt^- 
tioDS is usefo] toa 
At retirement; a himp sum 
is often paid as part of a pen- 
sion. Ttus can be used to pay 
for an annuity, a further 
annual income, or invested 
until a person needs that 
mon^ to for long-term 
care, '^en an “impaired life” 
annuity can be bdu^bl 
A man in good b^fo a^d 
80 with a £100,000 lump sum 
can secure an income of 
£13,000- net of basic tax. An 
impaired life annuity, per- 
haps because he has s^ered 
a stroke, will £21,0(X) a 
year, Mr Aaron points out 


The final <^>tion is insur- 
ance, protecting oneself 
against the possibility of need- 
ing care. The odds hm are at I 
present five to one against 
needing care. 

There are several com- 
panies ofiCer^ this type of 
cover, induding Commercial , 
Union, PFP lifetime, Ham- 
bro Assured, Prime Health, ' 
Scottifo Amicable and Bi^a. i 
Choosing between them is a 
job for an independent 
adviser. 

The most impOT^t thing, 
as our mble shows, is to begin 
to plan eaify. Theyoungeryou 
are the less h costs - even if 
you are accused of beh^ a 
kflljt^ for pointing it out 

For a free Xkdde to Long-term 
Care’, call the Aaron Fhrtner- 
ship, 01908281544. 
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You may be quite lu^py vriih your penaen. Undl you ny 
tochangeic. 

Perries for early retirement penalties for varying 
n untw it ifinjf , even p^alriwE for (fying You b^D to wonder 
just \diose penska it is. 

You see, in order to piy commission to brokers and 
nnddlenieD, soroe companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 


Ifoi^jily, The Equhabk life has never paid oommivnon 
to third parties for the intxoduction of new busness. You 
don’t have to commit yourself to paying identical 
twittiTwitiftn* every year. And, should you decide to retire 
eaify, your benefits would be exacify the same as if you bad 
dK»n chat date initialfy. 

^That is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 

your pension fimd is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in foe UJC 

if you’d like to know more, caD (0990) 38 48 % or send 
off die coupon bdow for further infonnation by post and by 
tdeffeone. 

www.eqaRsUe.co.uk 

InfianutkiVadrioe viD oaljr be i^vea oo Bqmtibfe group pndueii 
hy t1,g PeinMl TuuLMuigiit Amhority - 
■mBBymieu n^Baa oamaowsBBO'.aiES Wsr.io cPNCHaisimgBMiTBi 

Ufa nSEPC^ifaboTtotet AYLESSOXy. Ba^ 1^1 TBsl 
■ ImUvdnoK dadinTfaEqiaaMpcnkaplwLlnMlfci^byeiiQ INFF7B | 
I laDUHBpIqKflBiiaa'aBpavpaBaaidne Q I 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit firom our principles 


Mu 

^ 't. 1^1 a Sj| 1^1 

?MgpJN 

with i 

N( 

)ur Capped Rate Mortgage 

GUARANTEED 

3T TO RISE ABOVE 

7.9 

^0% befol 

e 1 / 2/2002 1 





With the prospect of rising intei^ lifei dh the 
horizon, we can offer you real peace .of-mind 
with pnr. Capped Rate Mongage wfoch runs until 
1st February 2002. 

During the term of your Capped Rate Mortg^ we 

GUARANTEE that the mieresi rate you pay wiD never 

go hi^r than 7.90%, no maiter.how hi^ the 

Society^ standard variable mortgage rate goes: 

In simple terms, a Oipp^ ^ Morigiage puts a 
ceiling on the interest rate app^^to your mdng^ 


ff theiSbde^^i^^ variable mong^ rate fells 
bdow 7.9^ ^Wfeg w term of the Capped Rate, the 


lifK you pay on your mortgage will fell as wdL 

But thatb hot ril-jfou can count on from the 
Coventry. We also offer a complete Oidcex range of 
mortgage deals - everything from fixed rates to 
discounted rates. 

So if you’re a first time buyer, moving house or just 
lookiag lor a better long lenn mortage deal, talk to 
us now for all the fects. 


To find out more, contact your nearest branch 
Or call ns FREE on OSOO 126 123 

LINES ARE OPEN: MON - SUN 8am - 9piiL-PlEASE QUOTE CODEEUNISn 



COVENTRY 


building society 




Head Offio: ComiiiyBaadir^ Sodetjt Bcouenaic House. EO. Box 9. Sne^ 

CiKumr Sftvices Cowngy (01203) 839333 


Till, j, II, ■ 

stw>w.M»icwam£MTeM«aiwa.p-fa»i«ao«B^^ ^ w- 
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For a sky high return on your investment, our 
new Select 60 Account is hard to beat. 

You can make penalty free withdrawals by giving 
us just sixty days notice. 

Or you can gain immediate access with only sixty 
days loss of interest on die amount withdrawn. 
AU we ask is chat you don’t make more than three 
withdrawals in each calendar year. 

You can choose to have your inmrest paid aimually 
or monthly (we’ll keep you up to date with a 
. statement every six months). 

And you’ve dieconvemenoe of an account derated 
by first class post. 

This is strictly a issue, however. So invest 

' now with £10,000 or m<^ 

. For details, caU us free from 9 to 5 weekdays or 
10 to 3 weekends (you can leave a message at 
other times). 0500 60'5000 


UPTO 

T05’‘ 

B GROSS 

AMOUNT ANNUAL - MONTHLY 

eiSss t&- gfes 1^ 

£1004)00+ 7.0S S.64 6.S0 5.44 

£50,000+ 6.75 5.40 6.50 5.20 

£25,000+ 6.70 5.36 6^45 S.16 

£10,000+ 6.50 5.20 6.2S 5.00 


NORTHERN ROCK 

Northerii Rock Buildios Sociof. 

Prindpal Office Nertlwn Rede House, Gosibrdi, 
Newcastle npon Tyne NE3 4PL 
wwwjin)clLeo,iik 

Mcaihereftlie IhiiM i ng &oaerieaAmriariwn. 

Askb cxeeed £U bilkon. 
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' YOUR HOME IS AT M5F IF nni>iiihfe ON A MDFTGACT-QR Ufa^ jPAN SECURED ON IT • • 


RafnaR«iNrmar2ai57linnaf >wiy>7fa4miiBKU«Mn«ki4idicrainHiartaryMc4cscribedu<iufal«d'.Ainonm»TenmaiidCbniiiilMHaiidClHruleiRct It u imrnniini 
Id Ahe ibsi vhilsi i iwawin apowiR a Sdeet CO KeMam will be lavcttHii; nembm of ibe Soocc)', tbey will nor {benhr becoBe auikd to me od aorf m kobic beii^ ia snue^o 
. with ihe Soeuty’s pmioMd coovoMea lo a publw bbtad conpany kweil nn the London Smk Ewhauie. unicM ibqt satisfy the rIcvmh awAitii... ,. -Inremt wiD be naid sher 
de dn e tfo n of tacoae in er ifae lower nic (eorKniij 20%) or, nliat to ibe reqnired eeraficaewn, gms. Where dw u ducted eccccda an iBresnr'a ux llahItiT (tf a J--- m» 
be made to the Inland Remae for repemein of uk. For mDvldi^ wbom iocMne (aDt witbin ibe lower me hand, ibe tax deducted will maMb dmir hahiln* to ms on ibe birtmi^ 

therw9llia«eiianoRtaxiopa7oniL IpJietdBals who sfcliaHcai the hlidier tarn of incometaxot46%wai haw n» pay additional tax on the beermw, cover 


ebraaeotmt balder is lepismadsa bans nndrr 22 yean of sfB.Tbracconni is for personal ose only and is open to permanent UK RHdenet. SuD wmtm lerma and eondhiMw wH b» 
sent widi your oppheoiioii form. FcdlowiBB tecemr of toot coimdetri amBearwo fonn. io« awfinnatioii iBp wiD usnaBv be set w yiw within faw fall J«yi SdeafiOitaShBe 

Acconni. Openiup an accoont i* subjeci ra eiatus and id^Hnncaiion will be tei|iiired. Mlnimnm intesmrnt £10,000. UtKimum boidinp with ibe'Sociriy £500i0D0 


















PEP survey 
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No need 


It’s that time of 


to be 


confused 


The principle is simple - just 
tax-free investment. Tony Lyons 
and Ken Welsby explain 


I f you pay income tax. then per- 
sonal equity plans are the best 
choice for long-term savings since 
they offer the returns from stock 
market investment free of oil tax. 

Today, some 60 per cent of the 
total amount invested in PEPS is 
looked after by unit trust managers 
while nearly 10* per cent is accounted 
for by investment trusts. 

Yet many investors arc still con- 
fused about PEPs, according to 
research carried out for National 
V^stminsterby Research Surveys.of 
Great Britain. 

This showed that 22 per cent of 
the population have considered 
buying a PEP, but four in 10 of those 
thought that they were '‘compli- 
cated". while one in five thought 
that “getting information on them 
is not ea^'". 

As Brian Tora points out else- 
where on this page, a PEP is a pack- 
age which holds the investment - 
usually in the form of shares. 

Sin^e company PEPs are the 
easiest to understand as the money 
has to be invested in the shares of 
just one company. These are often 
used by companies which promote 
share ownership by employees and 
those which actively encourage 
private investors. 

For example, many of those who 
were memt^rs of Abbey National 
when it was a building society are 
now its shareholders, and their ranks 
were swollen last year by about half 
a million former National & Provin- 
cial members who sold their society 
to the Abbey in return for shares. 

If you were one of the lucky 


ones, holding those shares in 
Abbey’s own PEP means that you 
enjoy the income and capital growth 
free of tax. 

In this context, there are a couple 
of points to note. First, remember 
that you can invest in a new PEP in 
every tax year, and secondly, in addi- 
tion to the £6.000 limit on general 
PEP investments, you can save a fur- 
ther £3,000 in a single company PEP. 

So if you have some spare cash 
now - say from a Tessa which has 
matured - you can invest it in a 
1996/97 PEP before 5 April. Then, 
if you do collect windfall shares in 
the next tax year, you can put those 
in your 1997/98 PEP and again col- 
lect the earning tax-free. Although 
you may not collect the Kill £3,000 
on conversion, you will be able to top 
up your holding if you still want a 
stake in the business. 

Also straightforward is the con- 
cept of self-select PEPs. These are 
the original form of PEP, and are 
mainly for the sophisticated investor 
who - usually with the help of a 
stockbroker - selects a portfolio of 
shares administered by the chosen 
manager. 

So-called “execution-only’’ stock- 
brokers also offer self-select PEPs. 
But in view of the risks, you must 
remember not to invest money that 
you cannot afford to lose. 

But of the 1.000 or so different 
PEP plans available, the great 
majority are packaged plans which 
Invest in ordinary stocks and shares 
via unit and investment trusts. 

Most funds are straightforward 
equity investments • buying shares 



the year again 



H ey-ho me hearties! 
The PEP seUing 
season be upon us! 
And if that sounds 
aggressively swashbuckling, 
just look at the number of 
advertisements for PEPs. or 
sift through the reconstituted 
acres of forest that will have 
been pouring through your 
letterbox du^g the past few 
weeks. 

The exultation is to Buy! 
Buy! Buy! But should you? 
My view is that of the typical 
economist. *‘On the one 
hand ... and on the other. " 
Let us start with a bit of 
history. PEPs are 10-yeais 
old next month. Like many 
in the stockbroking commu- 
nity, 1 was slow to come 
round to their attraction. 

But history has shown that 
PEPs were indeed a good 
idea. Since their launch, 
share prices have trebled and 
it is not unusual to find 
someone who has burrowed 
into their savings on a regu- 
lar basis to top up their PEP 
pile with portfolios now 
worth £l(W.000-plus. 

But what exactly is a PEP*.* 
It stands for personal equity 
plan. I hope I do not appear 
condescending. It is just that 
we seem to have forgotten 
that a PEP is not a prqducL It 
is simply an envelope into 
which other forms of saving 
and investment arc put, which 
makes them invisible to the 
taxman. This is where PEPs 
really come into their own. 

Did you know that the 
responsibility for ensuring 
that all the niceties for the 
Inland Revenue are 
observed lies with your plan 
manager? You do not have 
to enter a PEP on your tax 


m.. 





On the recovery trail: Some funds buy shares m companies that have suffered setbacks 


in a spread of companies which 
have either been selected individu- 
ally on their merits or because their 
performance is measured by an 
index the fund is trying to track. 

Some ^ups offer a fund of funds, 
whereby investment is in a range of 
trusts in the manager's stable. Some 
invest in smaller companies. 

A number of niana^ment groups 
such as M&G and Fidelity have 
trusts specialising in recovery situa- 
tions. TTiese buy shares in companies 
that were once high flyers and then 
suffered a difficult time, but where 
the managers them to recover 
stron^y. Others invest in a mixture 
of UK and overseas shares. 

Recent years have seen some new 


wpes of PEP introduced, including 
funds which invest in corporate 


funds which invest in corporate 
bonds and those which offer some 
form of guaranteed performance. 
Coiporate bond PEPs offer a 


means of securing a hi^ income. 
They have been used largeb' as a 
means of boosting the earnings of 
those at or near retirement There 
are now nearly 60 sudi plans avail- 
able, mainly offered by unit trust 
managers, which look after some 
£3 Jbn. They usually secure high div- 
idends 1^ investing in debentures, 
loan stocks and similar assets. 

Another growth area im been the 
use of various guarantees to protect 
the investment in P£^ Some offer 
a straightforward guarantee of a 
full return of capital after a &ed 
period irrespective the state of the 
stock market '^ical was a rei»Dt 
offer from Belays which promised 
the full return of capital after live 
years or the percental growth in the 
FTSE 100, whichever was the higher. 

Other managers, including Scot- 
tish Wdows, offer ftii^ where any 
gains are locked in but whmh limit 


losses by setting a minimum unit 
price at various periods, usually each 
quarter or year. 

These funds normally levy higher 
than average charges and offer pro- 
tection at the price of some falling 
off in performance. In order to pro- 
vide ^e guarantees, they usually 
have to invest in a mixture of ordi- 
nary shares, fixed interest stocks 
and derivatives such as futures. The 
latter is a means of paring a fee today 
to buy or sell a share in the future at 
a fixed price. 

Whatever the type of packa^ 
PEP you choose, the underlying 
fund should always be exarain^ to 
make sure it fits with the investor’s 
long-term investment aims. But 
always remember that, like ai^ other 
stock market investment the value 
of your investment will rise and fall 
in line with company and stock 
market performance. 


return. Not its purchase, or 
its .sale, or any of the changes 
that place during its life. 

PEP has beaimc a word in 
its own right I expect to hear 
it adopted into the Oxford 
English Dictionaiy at aiiy 
moment. The fact that you 
can now buy corporate bond 
PEPs is a clear sign that peo- 
ple have foigonen their ori- 
^ns. Corporate bond equi- 
ties? The very ideal 

I come back to the faa 
that PEPs are viewed as a 
product - particularly by 
those trying to sell them. 1 
believe they should be 
viewed for what they are - 
personal plans. In 
other words, an incentK’e to 
buy ordinary shares direct. 

Now. most PEI^ that are 
sold are just unit trusts or 
other collective investments 
by another name. Still, it is 
wise to remember that there 
collective funds, for all their 
attractions, are not usually a 
dieap way of acces^ng the 
roartel. 

If there is a high front-end 
charge, the effect can be to 
offset the tax advantages for 
many years to come. 

But do not let me put you 
off. Anyone who has a share 
portfolio should be steadily 
transferring it into the PEP 
pot. And if you are unable to 
make adequate pension con- 
tributions, then a PEP is a 
good stand-by. 

As to which PEP to buy. 
Well, if you are an investor 
with a reasonable amount of 
capital at your disposal, I still 
favour the direct equity 
approach. 

After all a husband and 
wife can put £18.000 in now 
and another £18.000 imme- 
diately after the end of the 
tax year in April - something 
we should all consider care- 
fully if a general election is 
in the offetg. 

That £36,000 can buy you 
a reasonable spread of risk. 
And if chosen carefully, the 
charges should be most com- 
petitive. 


Brian Tora is chairman of the 
imvstment stratcfy committee 
at Creig MititiJeton. 



PEPs 


113%* GROWTH 


Vo you want a FTSE 
Top 1 00 tracker PEP from a 
FTSE Top 1 0 0 comp any^ 



TAX-FREE 


FROM THE WOOLWICH. 


67%*^ tax free emeih 

This IS how much the FT SE 100 Share Index has grown in the fwe years to 
December 199S. So a PEP which trachs (he index can offer a worthwhde opoon 
to medHxn and long term nvestors:- 


%ncaGua»^^ 



The Guardaii Mreci Top 100 tracker PEP 


Lower chargee 

The annual fund monagement charge is only 1% ol the value of your investment. 
No epenng charge, no exit charge and no commission charges. 


Easy to arrange 

Sun a PEP with mst £30 a month and invest uo to £6.000 tax free each year. 
Invest the easy way • well send you aR the details. 


riswne 


PEP up your savings 

Cc'\ free for en application 
form and ipformation pack 


WMi the UlCs top 100 compani es 

The FT-SE 100 Share Index means the largest UK companies quoted on the Stock 
Exchange • which nckides many household names that you wil recognise. 


0500 

^o~n.hU r'""- 


Don't lose your tax free aHowance 

H vou've nai taken a PEP ttns tax year act now • after 5 Apnl youH have lost your 
19S6 97 tax Iree allowance. Regular savings apolicabon • minimum £30 a month 
■ mini received by 2S February, tump sum appkeabons - maumum £1 ,000 ■ by 
3 Acrd. 


28 2820 


* Source: Micropal 

^ Past perforinance is not necessanly a guide to the future. The value of 
mvestments and Ihe ncome from them can go down as well as up. 


FT-SE 100 SteekKin 
:£iaOM 


m Guardian 


If you had been one of the 
many foresighted investors who 
put money into the Woolwich UK 
Stockmarket Fund PEP at launch 
in January 1991, you would now 
be looking at a return of 113%*. 

In other words, you would have more than doubled your 
money. What is more, every penny of profit would be 
totally tax-free. 

You can invest as IrtUe as £25 a month or a lump sum of 
anything from £500 up to £6,000. And you have the 
reassurance that your money is invested mainly in solid blue- 
chip British companies like Shell, Glaxo Wellcome and BT. 

The friendly advisers at any Woolwich branch will be 
happy to give you further details. Alternatively, send off the 
coupon today or call us free for an information pack on 
0800 22 22 00 quoting reference ISF15/2. For your security, 


CM 

CM 


CM 

CM 


Direct 


telephone conversations may be recorded. 


: ’Itant LXL Bwm MV 0 leant P«C. low Laa 2 . 2 Ta 97 , DM U( SHeoiMI Art BBW tr U 3 J 7 % Mh lOtMWd 


tf adi^ tecoMU, 
SSAnWetoemiaK £7,113 




Tr^ ai ) tar ircts 5 April ■ act now to cLiin j'cur tat free PEP a-liwarroc l 


Tq’ M w xiiai BuHmt SoMr- cwumcf nu BPiMa unn. FmsoM iDT sn. NivMMd houw, 0^4 40 H 

IV iKe trm Malls xr m» HoDMei ux SMOTMct Rm 


te^oftfieFME 100 Shim hdnafatast a epical BuHhtgSocistyAecoiiiL 
OSOO nMmiB taradniMt. 8oum« Menpil 1302,96. Offer to offer prices. 
Cress IfelnvaalmsML band bi UR gtorftic. cskuladoK hinp sum (£6000). 


we are ooen Mon-Fri 8am-9ptn Sat-Sun lOanKEpm 


Tbe tfitormaban reflects our wd efstamht g of current legidatian acd ta* regUabons 
wfi«h are bolb subiect to change. 

The Guardian Direct Top 100 tracker PEP 15 a unt trust nvesbnent so the value of the 
unts and income from them can go down as as up. On the encashment of the 
wilts >tNj may receive back less than you nvested. lit the event ol die ncome from 
the bust bens insufficient to meet the annual twid maiager's fee aid odwr Atwable 
expenses, then Ihe rnanager reserves the nghi to be remunerated from the r^ pnai 
value of the bust Tax legislation may change m the futue. The value Of any tax reiiet 
depends icon the fhanoai cvewnstanees ot the nvestor. 


|TWt Inibals S ma mo 


BFis/a j 


Get much more with the 

WOOLWICH 


00 


toutTM sddmB htlp#wwwAmBhwtehM.ukrwaolii«ich 


i>iarMi Qms SfnKK ua A 1 Mr d tl« CMd« ivTOi Smen ravfaAB WBB Mkd 

d* m Pmoui KimwM tw Ui dukkc, penMK cd iM Diet hims. Owilai 

MUxivn JdvrepUMbySKlAWcamkctdiniiMmnlKMieu CuvdaiOmtSvixHLxm 
'kBrknlMfcUuGntUdfretwiHfi€i«Mlto WtaO«]»l9IS7|9feeMcrldkehMLchre« 
ICo*- 13 « write d neCurtan R8>X E*eii»ae On*. (kaBSinO.*» Sw« Ltd * IM jtddW 

nrr Oumrt Kh jnd RW d tUn CAnur tormnlM 


HomaTef No 


I Tax yow In aMch you irisb to Invest 19_ . u- GO 

J The (rimtuui mi bwA Ouaikn Cnd Swuee Ixnxed iwt be used bi ikunian 
I Deect Serwss Lenied sd nw be oi b|i Gu«tei Dim tewev LnVaJ id 

, eOiat. Id the WKtQ d serdne tou dendv d aheroroduda a Hrases aihdi m be 

I d wttrm b M,. H vw cuchr na la irane lias idanndMo, afews bik te bca. Q 


THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT AND INCOME EARNED IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN GO DOWN 
AS WELL AS UP. PAST PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A GUIDE TO ^TURE PERF^^^^ 


*ixifrrite»tfWicn»ebtMiMatet«BdflwtB>Mon»oSiiB«rvunowBdxlinxrtlJKte»MiWanBBMMWMBMt.is.,....ii^.,Mi‘-~ - - 

»nu. wn Weewd. teane Sgewn itenenu Mir n WaoMoi Mawiv oam 

buMKM. An, tttte e> rMrwiMrpWMn muota off m» leuM ID pmduas efima a , n wwhMiMMWv^^ '** “!L** *?y* »« «"* 

MarueBTt Unwat Cdteate Hwway wav Wanny stimu, pi g ,pq^ « WOduBi ftillMe SodteWd hBd«ei*u OllloDDlWsekikli tb« Ifud 
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your pick from 1,200 


I t’s ea^ .to give yoinself a 
headadbe ^4ien it oomes to 
finding the n^t PEP, 
there are more than 1,200 
from which to choose — a 
figure that does- not include 
self-select sdiemes in which 
you make your own invest- 
ment decdaoQS; ' 

Wbetiier ^ are a fizst-dme 
buyer or a seasoned investor, 
3 K>u should think carefully 
before dedding which scheme 
to invest in' this tax year. 

- Thefird'thiimtooooaderis 
what von want from yrmrPWP 
T are looking for income 
or ca{^ growth? 

' Ifyon want an income, you 
should check what the * ^D8D* 
ager h(^ fo~ achieve, bow 
often you will be paid and |f 
you can vary the level. of 
income yoii tdce. 

If you are loolii% for a high 
income, such as 8 pm: cent a 
year, you cannot e^zecf your 
PEP to achieve mu^' capital 
growdL High incotme seekers' 
tend to be ste ered to wards cor- 
porate bond PEPSs aithfwgh 
m^ general PEPs also invest 
primarily for inoome. - 
Hiose in sear^ ctf cental 
growth diould look for a PEP 
with .this as tbmrmainbMe(> 
tive. Nez^ you sboufo oonsider 
bow ninth risk you are pre- 
pared to take. The greater the 
lidt the higher the potential 
regards. As the table, shows, 
however, the average growth 
from mai^ PEPS is far higher 
than returns on nuns left in a 
building sodety. 


Incpme or growth? High risks Or security? 
Abigaii Montrose advises on choosing a pian 


There are some PEPs which 
give the option of taking vari- 
able . amounts of incooie or 
Jeavmg t he c apital to grow. 
The.GA FEP o&rs a choioe 
of two umt trusts— moome and' 
growth - whidi allow income 

to be taken. But the income ■ 
may also be reinvested. 

Some- investment sectors 
are more r i«jlgy than others. 
Fhnds investh^ in -new «waii 
companies have a higher ri^ 
profile than finufa winch invest 
in a wide range of large weD- 
establisbed cdmpaiutt. -Smi- 
larly, a conmaiQr PEP ^ 

whm you are re^n^ on the. 
pdcfonnanceafjust(»ecam- 
pany— can be nxne hazardous 


than isvestaog in a general 
PEE . 

Next you need to decide if 
you want to ma nage t he invest- 
ments In your PSP or if you 
' wantto bi^ them reatfy^pack- 
aged in a fond. Some man- 
agers offer self-select PEFs. 

Once yon have narrowed 
the dioioe down'you should 
start to'lodk.at the indhudna] 
performance of fon^ ajs 

h does ^ve sane imficatiod of 


has been in the past. 

You also should consider 
the qhali^ of the PEP 
manager. Does the investment 
house 'have a good trade 
record across its whole mge 


of foods? Sometimes it wili be 
down to a dogjle “star^ man- 
- if that one intfindual 
were to leave bow would the 
fund fere? 

The volatOily of funds dso 
is mportasL Srene funds grow 
steadily, others can ^ and 

fait d ramat ically fn valoe. So if 

you are not of a Strong oonsti- 
tutioh this type dffond may 
notbefcnyou 
' Micrapal, the fond analyst; 
gives fo^ a volatility rating 
based on past peifoinnince. u 
yon are omsidcrii^ a volatile 
fond, be sure to mvest only 
OEKnqrvrtuchyoii wQi not need 
atshc^ notice bmnse you do 
not want to have to cash-in 


Managed funds/How they shape up 




■BoliinBSoctaly42,500 
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Hard Labour softens 

Abigail Montrose weighs up change at the top 


•r- "3 


P EPs have been one of' 
the sttoceas'stories of 
toe decade, but how 
safe would th^ tax- 
fiee investments be under a 
Labour govdrmneot? 

In recent maotiis there has 
been speculation that if the 
Labour Party were to win the 
general electkmit woald 
shake the PEP 

Fe^ations. It has been - 
suggested that a Labour ' 
government 'mi^^bnit t^' 
tax relief on P^ to toe - - 
ba^rateoftax,andtimth . 
is Cohsidsding setting a' 
maxbnum level to overall 
amount that can be 'a«K er^ 
from tax tbrou^ a FEP, ' 

In recent toe party . 
has moved to allay these 
fe^ Mike^’Bnen, 

Labour's shadow irotmomic 
secretary, has dismissed the 
rumours as "rubbish” whfle 
in a recent interview Alistan 
Dailing, shadow diief 
secretary to the Ireasuiy, 
said that the Labour Party 
had always suf^rted the* 
PEP.'regtmc 

plans' to change, it. 

Both’toeAssod^n'of 
Unit lin^ and Investment 
Binds, and the Assodation ' 
of lavestment-lhists have 
said that tb^seeno reason 
to think, the Labour Party 


win ctumge toe PEP rnle& 
Many in the investment 
world support this-view. Ibny 
Wood, nu^tmg director at 
Direct, bdieves 
Lab^ is committed to 
keying peistmd equity 
plai^ 

"It makes perfect sense. 
The.hpides (ttjpeople who 
have invested m PEPs over 
the last 10 years are exactly 
the -same ao^enoe that 
Laltomis's^peafihgtGChe ' 
says. 

Paul A^iby, xoadteting 
■ manager atBardays Bank, 
tiiiidcs Labour is as 
ci;ynnuttedastoe 
. Censeivativesto,FEPs. 

dcml: thmk the Laibour 
Party has a jntAilem wito the 
pamdpte of PEPs. But th^ 
niig^ dedde there’s a better 
way to ofifer tax mcentives as 
a way to save and ibvest,” he 
s^ ■ . 

In foct, a recent speech by 
G<»d(m Browh, the shadow 
chancdlor, hin^ at the 
possibility.of an^sdaeme 
be^ laimdied, o£ferii^.tax 
1 relief to long-term inve^irs. 
mvestdis are still 


hnimeatity <rfa possible 
:Lab^i>Ei^rio;m tiiepoOs as 
a suiy^ by.-G^in Anderson 


communications consultants, 
illustrates. 

Of the 600 unit trust 
inv^ois surveyed, 37 per 
cent said they thought a 
Labour election victory 
might haiminvestmeitt 
proq)ects in the secta. 

On toe other hand, a 
survey ^fioath% yc^is . 
published tins week by toe 
FT and the adveitiring 
agency FCB suggests that 
Labour is no longer Seiem as a 
party thid would tax toe 
public more ngoificantty 
than toe Ibries. 

Whfle some investors are 
obviou^ nervous at the 
pioqied; ctf a Labour 
government, the investment 
industty a ambiwdent 

As Ian Ovexgage, 
mariceting manager at 
Fleming points out 
"Ifistoncally; markets have 
not underperformed under a 
Labour govanmmt- 
compaied with a 
Conservative government 
OVCT the fuH five-year 
period”. 

In feet, toe biggest fell on 
the stock market was ; 
between 19^ and 1973 when 
toe market feD in vahie by 
around 75 per cent under a 
Conservative government, be 
notes. 


HOW WILL YOU 
TRACK DOWN 

YOUR PEP 

THIS YEAR? 



New 


mtoMranmidhimtibrtoet^PEP. : ncqtf .to know 

It cuts through aU the^dOttflicring,: : to.gfct on the track of your PEP 
claims of PEP providers and tells y«n ' aaiin^ite 1,200 and mom on offen 




T he 1997 PEPGUIDE analyses in separate PEP Performance Charts — 
depdi the fc^fcatures of every PEP latolished in January wd July. W^t’s 
on tile and keeps you oompletd^ more the foil cost will b e refa n^ to 

uptodateonallthetop.peribnners. . you ifycm feter take puta PEP titiough 
If costs only X12.95 including OiascdeVere. 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR 
1997 PEPGUIDE 

0800 526 092 

FREEPHONE LINES 
OPEN 24 HOURS 


Hrm Mim Ihb «Biwen <K CliH* di Vw« InwntnwnB PlCHrUSOSl! 
aifaMiesaaTac 

PltM f«d >M □ of IVViT P»GUOE • navs* «KfL 

l-H TtV-' f l^eh-auatebawekfl w blpttTB^IDgaf 


your investment vtilile the foxid 
s on a downward spiral 

Charges vary between 
schemes. Sdf-selM PEPs and 
others vtiiere the undertying 
fund invests in aO or most <u 
the shares of a particular index 
-known as trackers- have low 
chuges. 'Where the fond is 
actively managed, , costs are 
likely to be h^er. 

it ma ybe tenqiting to 
for a FEP with low charges* 

' you should newer use this as the 
sole fector for choosing a FEP 
As the tax year draws to a 
close, many PEP managers 
offer discounts on their PEP 
charges to try to attract last 
minute busing 

Maiy of the big fond man- 
agers attract your business 
directly from advertisements 
like th^ on these pages. But 
there are other ways to invest 
in a tax-feee plan, inchidhig toe 
PEP “boutiques” or discount 
shops whkh offer a range of 
plans, including those from 
well-known mvestment bouses. 

These discount brokers 
work on commission and win 

mission u^^^oKtomeis in 
the form of a discount on the 
food manager’s chmges. 

Discount brokers receive 
commission for every FEP 
th^ sell So even if you come 
across a plan with no ini^ 
char^ sudi as M&G and : 
Fidelity’s no-fee PEI^ you * 
may stfll be able to get th^ 
cheaper by going tfoou^ a 
discoimt broker. 


PDctWiaCeMUbMiksl 
AchiiiSwiiTtnutentt 
■W Ac hnew of BMi^e 

mnn Ac »e sdofloecs J> 

telBseapBltf'. 



A vintage year for PEPs. 

Since 1868, Foreign a Colonial has been 
Tiinrmfifiilljf iinujilno in hnma »nr1 nvrrrrni mtirtmtr 
Todays our PEP deliven the benefits of that 
o^ertbe tax-free Unough a wide ch^ of our UC 
and international investment tnsti The iewt fiat 
annuaMee structure beoomas a^mn better Mlue the 
mere you invest and the more of our PEPS you hav& 
Sbioe no eepert can pcedia good or bad years, why 
not consider a house that has a proven Mnory of 
providing leng^tenn growth? For a tastt-cf the 
Foreign & ColeniBi epproadt to your next PER 
request our brochure for more Information. 

Phone OnTM 82ft ftOl or tac 01734 344 C22 
any time quoting tile eaupen code or ivtum the OBUpen. 
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Colonial 


Tix Foreign ft Colonial Management LtcL PO Sox 2, 
IVvyfenl Serfesbire AGIO 9NW. 

Name 


Address 



PWi w«c ftn bwodueed In the FVwnce Act oMsas. Uie value of show md tilt income from then CHI 
Ml n vnB as fte and you may not get bedc the fuH amount ImwsMcL PMC perfoniiBnoe tine guMe te the 
future fbreign ft CaionU ManagemoK Ud (regulatBd by MRO and the MsenaMnuastmant Aiitherlt]6 b 
the PEP manego’ and rnrelgn ft Colonial Management lad or Ks mdxMarim are the Managn of the 
hw i iiiiMiii mull ennuilfifraiT iliihrrartfmminmminiihffa mWalili iii tn io l w i h a r nln-ftiariinniiy 

be sold to cow feet- Fees may be a^ufted anmnlly In line whh the Raol Prki Max. Tax beneiiB may 
vaiy as a resrit of staoxeiy diangw aiid tiidr value wm dapand on bidivIdUBl dfoxnaancai. 
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THE PEP 
THAT SHINES 
AMONG 
THE STARS 


£3.132 


£2,331 


£2jn2 


£2,168 £2,136 


Income unit trusts - £1^000 invested over 5 years 

Source: Mieropa/- (Mar to but not meome reinvested to 1^97. 
*UKEqt^ Oicome Sector. Equity B Bond Sector 


Choosing a PEP for 1996i/97? The thing you need 
above all is consistent loi^term pgr f n mi mny ^i. 
This is where the Jupiter Income Tkust shines. 

Over the five years to 1st February 1997, an 
i nve s tment in the Trust has more than trebled in 
value, as the chart shows. 

With such a strong record the Jupiter Income 
Ikust is a PEP fond which you simply cannot 


afford to overlook. 


Tb fold out more about our star PEP or range of unit trusts, 
talk to your jSnancial adviser, call us free novp, or return the coupon. 
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TER 

Leaders in long-term performance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 97 


lb: InvBStbr Support JupitBr Unit Thnt Managers Ltd, Knighisbridge House, 197 Kraghisbridee, London SW7 1RB. 
noMe. send me further Infennadon on: ThsJui^repQ Jupiter Unit Trusts I3 


Prim Name 


Jupjiwr I Ini* THixt Manarmrs tidls reouhiM ^ IliyQ end the Personal Inveetmant Amhorfiv. Member of AOTIF. A aubiidiery of Corrtmenbank AG. one of GatmaiiyVt i— ding imnla. 
ryB^,l^jaf«wianamrtMihe veto of an ImiaMinantaMdwIneoiTw bom ftcM go doiw> as wel as uifch may banned by exchange i^varM^^ 

'Harare tax leveb end reliefs may 'change and their value wB depend on your iwfivldnal tkaemmss. ftst p aif ui i nanca ia not necasaarBy a guide to future pat f o mian ca. Up to 100% of the atwM 
i;«a fctg Im tiicen fromeapitil of hcome Thm and Income Fund. TTib may ecc on fin dv rertriia captoi SfOwtfi Ccptea of the half^>eariy end annual repofte mav ha 

TtuR Meneen Ud, KfdghMiidgB Hbuw, 197 IWghisbridga. London SW7 1P“ *-• ^ «*— — — 
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Keeping up with the Footsie 


W hile PEPs may have 
been bom a decade 
ago. they did not 
really come of age 
unlit when colleciivc 
funds such as unit trusts lirst 
became eligible for the full 
general PEP allowance. 

Since then an increasing 
number of fund management 
groups have promoted the 
idea of funds which track the 
various stcu:k market indices. 

Over 10 per cent of the 
near £30bn invested in all 
PEPs has gone into tracker 
funds and new ones are being 
launched all the time, the 
latest coming from National 
Westminster. 

An investment cliche^ is the 
*■75 per com rule", which states 
that in any given year, 75 per 
cent of all fund managers 
underperform the FTSE 100 
index - the 100 largest UK 
companies in terms of market 
capitalisation. 

Therefore, why not simply 
invest in all the rom panies 
that make up the FTSE 100? 
The most common trackers 


follow either the FTSE 100 or 
the more widely based FTSE 
Ail-share index. 

The GA Blue Ch^ Tradung 
Thisl, launched last month by 
General Accident, one of the 
UK’s top life companies, is 
among those tracking the 
FTSE 100. 

Some of the 30 funds avail- 
able, however, aim to match 
non-UK indices. One such 
example comes from Norwich 
Union, which aims to track the 
performance of a global index. 
Others can track a European 
index, Street's Dow Jones 

or Japan's Nikkei. 

Over the year to the begin- 
ning of February 1997, the 
FTSE 100 rose 18.9 per cent 
gross, while the All-share rose 
17.2 percent Surprisingly, only 
four of the 23 tracker funds in 
existence for the whole of this 
period came within 1 percent- 
age point of this. This is 
partially explained by the 
charges levied by the managers. 

In a fiercely competitive 
market, the cost of investing in 
an index-tracking fund is very 


low. Most charge nothing for 
initial investment and betmen 
0,5 and 1 per cent for the 
annual management charge. 
The GA PEP, for example, 
levies no initial or exit charges 
and a 1 per cent annual fee. 

Over (he year, the best per- 
forming tracker fund was the 
largest: Virgin's UK Index 
Tracking - which looks after 
some £400ra in PEP funds -< 
rose 16.85 per cent. This was 
closely followed Fidelity's 
MoneyBuilder Index, which 
went up 16.8 per cenL 

Another reason funds fail to 
match the stock maikets is that 
they invest in either a partial 
selection of the companies in 
the index or in the more 
volatile futures market of 
those shares. 

Why then invest in actively 
managed PEP funds? ’^i- 
cally. they char^ around 3 to 
5 per cent for me initial pur- 
chase of units and around 1 
per cent for the annual charge. 

If lon^-term p e r fo rmance 
is looked at, good actively 
managed funds easily outper- 


form the index. Over the last 
five years, the FTSE 100 has 
doubled in value. More than 
50 UK growth and income, or 
just funds, have beaten 

this and Fidelias Recoveiy 
fond, the top {^rformer, has 
almost trebled in value. 

Active fund management 
comes into its own when mar- 
kets are volatQe or falling. 

A good tracker fond is a rea- 
sonable first PEP investment 
for the novice investor. Long 
term, it will show reasonable 
performance when measured 
against the average fond. But 
to outperform the stock mar- 
ket a good actively managed 
fond can give a better result 

Tony Lyons 

The independeru has published 
a 32-page guide to PEPS, span- 
soredby Gtuierul Accident Life. 
Written by Steve Lodge, it 
cap/auu tile difference between 
tracker funds and acthvfy man- 
aged PEPs. For your pee copy, 
call 0500 J 25888 or fiU in the 
coupon on page 30. 
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Global options: Fbncte ttiat track the peribrniance of Japan's Nikkei index are available 

Charging into 
hidden costs 


0 OR 


6 * 3 %* 


You can enjoy the benefits of investing in stocks 
and shares to achieve an above average and 
increasing income over the long term. 

The new M&G High Income Investment Trust 
P.L.C. is available now for investment through 
The M&G PEP tax free. 

You can choose from:- 

5%* for Package units. 

6*3%* for Income and Growth units for those 
willing to take a higher risk. 

Complete the coupon or phone 0990 600 617 

believe the 


OFFER closes 3.00pm 7th March 1997 


To; The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me details of the new 
M&G High Income Investment Trust PEP. 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 

You should contact your independent financial adviser (if you have one) before investing. 
The price of investments and the income fmm them can go down as well as up. The value to you 
of the tax benefits will depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could 
change in the future. 


Mr/Mrsf 

Miss/Ms 

INITIALS 

SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

KE-CEAG 
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We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. 

/ssued by M&G Financial Services Limiled. 
iR&gulated by The Personal Invesbnent Authority.) 

M&G Unit Trusts are managed by M&G Securities 
Limited. (Regulated by IMRO and The Personal 
Investment Authority.) Tom Carroll is an employee 
0! /l?£G Limited, an associate of M&G Financial 
Services Ltd. 

\\‘s never make >our name and address available to 
ijnconneiried organisations. We will occasionally tell you 
about other products or services offered by ourselves 

and assodaieci M&G Companies. Tick the box □ If you Managing youf money for the longer tenn 

would preler not to rpcer.« this information. a o j j » . 
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trend in income 
stocks is on the 
up. This launch 
has come at an 
ideal time to take 
advantage of this 
opportunity 99 

Tom CanroH 
M&G Fund Manager 

^Estimated Gross Dividend 
Yields are based on 
Investment within the M&G 
PEP and based on the 
manager's projected portlblfo 
as at 31.12.96 and are subject 
to change. After the initial offer 
period there will be a spread 
between the buying and 


No initial charge. No withdrawal fee 


From the trenches, Simon 
Read assesses the price war 


As we approach the end of 
the tax year, the PEP 
providers go into overdrive 
offering better deals to 
attract new investors. 

Today Perpetual, one of 
the leading fond managers, is 
launching a World Income 
Fund PEP with a discount of 
2 per cent, reducing the 
initial charge to 3.^ per 
cent. But these kinds of 
offers are short term - 
Perpetual's discount lasts 
until just 28 February - and 
are designed to attract 
clients in the busiest PEP 
season of the year. 

Behind the launch offers 
and end of tax-year deals, 
however, there has been a 
real price war going on. 

Now it's possible to pick 
up a PEP and pay do initial 
charges with the likes of 
Vir^ Direct and Legal & 
General. PEPs from these 
companies have even 
reduced annual management 
charges to around 0.5 per 
cent. So why does the most 
popular PEP manager. 
Perpetual, want to keep its 
firont-end charge of 5.25 per 
cent and annu^ 
management fees of U per 
cent? 

Because its performance 
has been so good in the past, 


Perpetual feels that there arc 
plen^' of investors who are 
happy to buy into those 
potentially higher returns. 

A specialist fond can 
present greater risks and the 
novice or conservative 
investor may be happy with 
the average returns an index- 
tracker fund promLse.s. Then 
it’s simply a question of 
choosing on price - but you 
do need to check if there arc 
any exit charges. 

Some PEP managers, such 
as M&G, have done away 
with initial chaigcs only to 
introduce sliding scales of 
fees if >x>u close the PEP 
within five years. 

Alternatively, you could 
contact a discount shop 
which offers a range of 
PEPs, inpjuding plans from 
well-knotim investment 
houses. 

Many brokers offer cash- 
back or promise to undercut 
their rivals. The PEP Shop in 
Nottingham promises to l^at 
any other broker's deal on a 
pa^cular PEP, while 
Wolverhampton-based PEP- 
Direct. promises tt) be 5 per 
cent cheaper than any other 
broker. PEP Direct charges a 
flat 2.5 per cent for any PEP 
purchase, and offers full 
cashback discounts. 


3 perpew®^ , 

4 

5 pideUty 
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PEP 
PICKER'S 
TOP TEN 

•fepperfemmgPg^hoveahabitofc i ll iuUi ii g loBy 
commission charges. AsIc my of ihe top ten PEP 
companies and you could pay os much cs £360 

on on irwastmerit of £6000. But rwt if you odi us^ 

Wo charge just one flat fee of £25, 

and return any buying oommission to you, the 
invesfor. Why not save yourself some money? For a 

free fartjchure, froephorw 8 hT 8,ony doy of Iho 

0800 413186 

PEPDIRECT" 


The UK's lARGEST Flot-Fee PEP Pravider* 
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A more constant return 

Simon Read looks at corporate bonds 


PEP survey 


E i^teen months ago, tax rules were 
changed to alUm the mtroductira 

of corporate bond FEPs, a new 
investment o[^x>rtum^ under the 
tax-free umbrefla. These plans represent 
a nauc h low er risk than a general equity^ 
based PEP as th^ invest in fized-mter- 
est bonds and otl^ secunti^ . 

Ibe' key point about such mvestxnents 
is tl^ th^ remros are constant - unlike 

eqj^'es, irtiere wurns depend on stock 
maiket peiftnirahce. *i^r that reason 
th^ are aimed atpet^e who have 


gtng into 

|n costs 

Reties, Simon 
lies the price war 


ative safety.ofa.buSdii^ BOcieiyor bank. 

Cbippiafe bond PEPs can be ideal fbff 
those incotne witb ino 

need for c^tal grb^ but it would be 

a mistefcft to mdcr eB^ate risks 
attaded.'to diis type of investmeatT 

In effect they are fixed-interest bonds 
issued by cornixanies to raise money. The 
compani^pyinterefflMdMh-hnnAinfid 
repay the capital at. a.pre-eet date. 
Inweatora am therefore. iencuDg a eooipaoy 
money for a fixed tnae and lecemng 
interest on foe loan until it is paid back.. 
Convertfoles, wfakh are alfo allowed in a 
corporate bond PEP, a re nm na^rv ehTc lCT- 
in that they offer a fixed rate of interest, 


but they also offer investors the chance 
to convert tiieir option into shares. 

For that reason they offer lower returns 
than corporate bonds, but do offer foe 
extra potential of enjoying foe capital 
^owth with eludes. 

Corporate bonds and convertibles are 
geper^ bought by food jmanageis so 
private investors can join the game - 
through these managers^ unit tnisfi. If s 
a game worth playii^ as^dds, the returo 
you get from your investment, can be 7- 
8 per cent oorporafe boiids, com- 
ps^ vrifo 3-4 pm fxnt equities. 

There are oft en tw o yields qimted on 
ooiporate bond PEPe the rmm^ ^Id 
' and fhegross redemption yieldT&fhiM 
rdates to foe cuirmit estimated levei of 
inccnae you can eqsect ftom foe fund, but 
dm can be mlsleafoi^ becaose it takes DO 
acogonl of aiy caphalgBDS or losses. The 
second figure gi^ a better indication of 
foe return oh your investment as it takes 
into account gains or losses on capital, as 
well as income. 

Comparo^ the r edempt^ yield wifo 
tfaenmning^ld may, in fad, reveal that 
thegioss return of the fund in^ foil over 
: time, particularly if foe running is 
much higher.' 


Ho w sho uld cho(Me a corporate 
bond PEP? Ob^oo^ foe yield is some- 
thing to conader but charges should also 
be tak^ into amount This is because 
charges^ have a much greater effect oa 
corporate bond PEJ^ than general PEPs 
as your cajntal is unlikely to be growing. 

There is a handful of companies that 
make no initial charg e on one Of more of 
tbeh- ootporate bond PEPs. They include 
Fldeliiy; Oiunness Hi^t, Jarvis, M&O, 
Save &ftoq)ef, Sun. Alfiance a nd 
IfiiecL Howevei; not afl of these FEPs are 
particularly highly rated by the expm t s . 

The AHenbndge Group, a firm of 
cialist pet fonoa noe anab^ rates corpo- 
rate bond FEPs acconfing to the levd of 
inoonm afifeted, afiied to fticxustioos in the 
marlmt value and in coi^mctfon with the 
underiymgyidd. Its three U^-raled fonds 
are tile Baidsys Umcom Incmne Manager, 
Qmifflerd^ Union FFT Monthb' Ineoine 
Plus and HZItn^^erence and food. 

TTialnd^iendeiuiSi^eriF^a ‘fiee Guide 
to^PEPs\\vriaenbySlMLod%fit personal 
finanee editor at "Dte Independent on Sun- 
day The 3l-pagsguid^ ^onsored by GA 
is ava^Me by etUSng 0500 125888, 
or fining in the cmqton on page 30. 





How income PEPs shape up against building societies 
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How to play by the Inland Revenue’s rules 







Because personal equity 
p lan* are tax shelters, tfie rr 
ownership and operation are 
SUtgeCt to specific Tnlain d 
Re^ue rules. 

You must be ovtf 18 and • 
Im in the UK. Manied • • 
couples can each have a PEP 
- but cannot transfer 
allowances to foe other 
partner. You cannot open a 
PEP on behalf of chfldren or 
grandchildiiBiL ~ 

Ibu can open new EEI^ in 


eadi tax year • but if you do 
not invest up to the fimit in 
one year you cannot roll over 
foe unusM ^owanoe. 

These limits apply only to 
'‘qualifying investments” 
wfakh are strictly defined 
Authorised unit trusts and 
investment trusts must hold 
at least 50 per cent of then 
funds in sud investments. 

Shares in oompanies 
legistBied in tile UK or ai 7 
other £U monber state and 


which are quoted on a 
'Recognised European 
exchange” are also covered. 
This covers tiie main London 

wiarigfit and mntinftntal 

bourses, but not foe Alter- 
native Investment Market 
Single company PEPs - 
winch have a separate £3,000 
limit - can invest only in foe 
ordinary shares of a sin^e 
EU company (excluding 
investment trusts). 

'If your PEP invests in non- 


qualifying assets - those not 
listed ab^ - the investment 
limit for each tax year is 
£1400 rather than £6^00. 

Corporate bond PEPs can 
invest in debentures, prefer- 
ence shares and convertibles. 

They must hold at least 51 
per cent of foexr funds in 
such qualifying asset^ the 
balance can be held in “dod- 
qualifying” assets - which 
generally mean cash, bank 
deporiQ and gflts. 
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Over the last year, the Goven Strategic Investment 
Trust PEP has given better returns than the PISE 
All-Share Index, the FTSE 250 Index, the FT^E 
SmaDCap Index and the FTSE 100 Index. 

And, as there are no PEP man^enieot charges, this 
means tioat £6000 inves t ed in the Strategic PEP one 
year ago would now be worth £7190. What other fitw 
PEP has done that? 

Govea Strategic Investment Trust PLC is the largest 
and oldest invesunent crust spedalistng in high 
quality small and medium-sized UK companies. 
We ate accepting applications now for new PEPs, PEP 
transfiers, direct investments, and e^n share 
exdianges " from as tittle as £250 
or £25 by monthfy'sayings. 

If you would Hkc to know more 
about opportunities to share in 
Goven Scrat^c’s performance 
please call us FREE on 0500 796616 
or return the coupon'. But 
remember, in order to benefit 
from this 1996/97 tax year, applications must be 
conqiieted by 27tb March. 


*ra: Die Customer Services OepsrUDen(,Jotu Goven ACo. Umiied, 
Shaddetoa House, 4 Banie Lane. Leodon. SE1 ZRR. Ttt 0400 
796616. riease semi me deeds or ilicGo(«aSMWlclBvcsincn‘&i«i PEP. 

Name 

Address • ^ 
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Postcode 


:TcLNo. 
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The Newton Income PEP. 
Quite simply the No.1 
unit trust PEP since PEPs began. 


1997 marks the tenth anniv. rsary of 
PEP<5. And t-Hi' top performing. UK 
PEPabic unit l ru'.t ovi-r t ■-I'n w bv 
a U'irir margin i;. tile V.-a ton Incoim.- PEP. 
DidivL'i’inp, an unbeaii')) record ol 
and capital ktowi h . over t he period i : fias ; 

• PreducL'd an averafX' return ol 19. da'".. 
pLT year, beatin.i; U5 nearest compi.'riii>r 
bj- more- than -U > per year 

• Beaten the FTSE All Share Index bv an 
nveraKt* of over .S‘l. per \'ear even tiffer 
all charges 

• In fac t . if vou had invested Cl. 000 in the 
Vewtor. Income PEP in .Trinuarv 19R7. 
the value would now be ilo.SGo - a total 
return oi dSd'ii. Investor', in a UK 
hiijher I'.Uf saeir.ii'. account would onh. 
have achieved ‘J1,7iiS. 

((The Newton Jnconio Fund's unique 
long-term track record is derived from 
ini'O.vftnfj in thoroughly rcsear< hod 
stocks. Long-term invostoi-s have 
been rewarded with this remarkable 
perl'ormance, which proves that in 
PEP investment as in most things, 
the best vaJuo is seldom provtriou bv 
the cheapest oiJ’(;rings.99 
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' .V 0 u- f o n has a s ingle a i m t r. ' { fe : to increase the real wealth oftill ofo’ur client 



If someone had told 


you that a tracker PEP 
would have growp by 16.5% 
tax freet, in only 
II months, would you have 
invested in one? 


If the answer is yes then you could still share in the fortunes of 100 of the UK's 
largest companies with a Direct Line Tracker PEP. 

* Make lump smn and/or monthly investments. 

* No fnitial ^la^es. No bid/ofier spread. 

* Only 1% annnid fee. Exit fee of only 0.2% ‘ 

(to cover stamp duty). 

* Top up your investment to yoor awtitml 

;£6,000 Unlit at time in .the tax year. / ■ |m 

* To find out more call us now. 



0181 253 7737 


LONDON 


0161 832 7737 


0141 889 7737 


GLASGOW 
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Perks for Sids: Designed for individiiaJ shares like BrWsh Airways, PEPs took off after managed funds were allowed photograph: glynn GRurrms 

Pick ’n’ mix portfolios 


Ken Welsby examines self-select schemes 


W hen personal equity 
plans first ap- 
peared. the obj- 
ective was simple: 
to give Sid a perk. For those too 
young to recall the “tell Sid” 
campaign with which British 
Gaswns privatised, the aim was 
to offer tax incentives to indi- 
viduals investing in shares. 

The idea was that people 
would buy shares through 
stockbrokers and hold them in 
PEPs. rather than directly, so 
escaping tax on the earnings. 

In this way. reasoned 
experts, the public, bu^ buy- 
ing into privatisations such as 
British Airways, would support 
wider share ownership - and 
thus, as one oommentator pul 
it. “become increasin^y 
engaged by capitalism". 

Of course, it hasn't exactly 
turned out that way. As the 


rules have changed over the 
years to allow investors to put 
the full PEP allowance into 
managed funds, the original 
concept of a tax shelter for 
individual share stakes has 
been overshadowed the bil- 
lions pouring into the pack- 
aged inv^tment products. 

But for those who want to 
build their own portfolio, the 
self-select PEP stOI has strong 
attractions. ‘The annual limits 
'broadly, no more than £^000 
in a general PEP plus a fiirther 
£3,000 in a sin^e company 
plan - still a^iy, and the tax 
benefits are &e same, but the 
mechanics are slightly different 
from the padtaged product 

You still need a PEP man- 
ager- a bank or broker who is 
authorised to collect and pay 
your eamings tax-free - and 
this has to paid for. 


There are not normally any 
set-up charges, but there are 
annual charges, and you have 
to pay deaiii^ charges on each 
transaction. 

Annual charges can range 
from less than i^O to £250, so 
it pays to look carefully, and 
there are also variations in 
dealing costs. The largest man- 
agers of self-select PEPs are 
Bodays. Lloyds and Share- 
Link, ^ of which offer special 
rates for share stakes being 
bought into a PER 

Lloyds Bank's Choice PEP. 
for example, offers what's 
probably the cheapest share 
dealing service in the countty 
at just half of 1 per cent - a 
third of normal commissions. 
But there are a couple of sn^ 

Tius special rate applies 
only to 150 of the most popu- 
lar shares and your orders will 


be “bulked" with those of 
other customers, and dealt 
only on alternate Thursdays. 
So this service would not really 
be suitable for volatile shares, 
or at tim^ of uncertainty in 
the markets generally. 

If you want normal *'best 
price” dealing for your PER 
Lloyds' standard rates are 1.5 
per cent, vrith a minimum of 
£1850 and a maximum of £75. 

ShareUnk charge a similar 
15 per cent commission, but 
the minimum and ma.'dmum 
rates are £20 and £3750 - and 
you can also use their PEP to 
subscribe to new issues for an 
extra charge of £10. 

Active investors should take 
the time to stutfy the com- 
pany’s annual report and 
accounts - and might consider 
attending the annual meet- 
ing. ShareUnk charges £10 


for these services and some 
operators charge more. 

You can also use a self- 
select P^ to shelter existing 
share stakes - by having your 
broker sell them and then buy 
them back into the plan. The 
process is similar to the “bed 
and breakfast" share sales and 
repurchase deals used to crys- 
tallise capital gains, and so 
have become Imown as “bed 
and PEP” deals. But you need 
to tbink it through: will the 
costs outweigh the tax saving? 
Indeed, will the initial sale:$ 
take you over the limits for 
capital gains tax? 

An alteroative way to ‘Titfy 
up" small share stakes or unit 
trusLholdlngs is to use a share 
exchange scheme in which a 
PEP manager sells your shares 
and invests (he proceeds in a 
managed food 
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fef^uriger 
ii^ives seem 
t, to race 
- for 

■inenopause 
[^'wherrthey 
saddle 
themselves 
with 
someone 
who won't 
dance 






' ' ,v*; 

-C r,'i!5 

IV'O; 


tniags yoDi] do for 
Saturday ni^t five 
hours ia a camil of - junk 
f w)d and plastic dn^.coveis. 

quid for a single bed 
with a shiny flond cover. A 
lukewann shower in a 
stall etched with dnlphinK and 
aperitif in a bar run by a man 
wo$e idea of a decent Bloot^ 
Maiy is adrng if you want the 
isdiole bottle of tomato jmccL 
And now Pm - in a tent 
Ifs swagged -with pink-and- • 
wdutfi-pO^^ftT Kning matff rial, 
filled with those circles of 
chipboaid covered in double' 

. dotfaswtiidiyoiLiisedtofindan 
over Fulham in the Eidoes, 
carpeted vith sisaL Si^r^- ' 
‘j.-was invaoted as a trap for 
" wpitteD in stilettos, kfy 
i calv^ ache £tom stance- 
ii^ootijsoe. - 
WVe stood aioimd 
‘ 'drinkSngdiam^gnft and 
to^ lipt '.td took too 
vODVibos .abOnt^dmging 
to 'the tnd^Jtteateis. . 
^tiner has been- served - 
by grey-haired jadii»' 

' with pussycat bows, and 
twin ^poons. Fve been 
sandapcfaed between the 
DJ, because my hosts 
think Pm good with oe> 

' ativesy and one of. the 
inbred eousihs. DJ hu 
.sulked' and s^Jie 
does this part-fime and 
really hra' a film-maker, 
fobr^ cousia is a sweetie and 
seOs local estates to townies. 
Once the winter pud&ig plates 
have been cleared, we've all 
letq)t from our jdaces without 
a backward glaiice. 

. And-now it’s three in the 
morning. The dance-floor is 
foil of people pretencfing to be 
Mtck.J^^ to ‘^Ifonlgr Ibnk 
Woman . Fec^e have pre- ' 
tended to be Mick Jagger at 
every dance FVe ever been to, 
thoi^'Pm one they didn*t 
dance as ba^ at 2L The men 
put thor xi^t palms- in the 
gmans of their backs *"d sldp, 
but the movement looks more 

t nitt8ftian <BWTyvlf bfgft 

days. Fve suddenly realised 
that Pm serious^ out of it; 
ti]fog to drag a smile from the 
. Cu required a lot of red wine, 
and it’s catdnng up. 

Pve also, somehow, cut 
elbow. Pve on^ realised this. 

on it,. Fve moved and^ftw^ 
an ace of hearts qireading, . 
dUiberville-slyle, over the 


white tabledoth. I^nttinate^, 
tny dress-isUack..! leaye-Tny- 
ginh behmd bemeafo'a-'nufom,. 
and fotter-cmse tbat^^I-(^ 
to find a friend.. 

Tbra I spot the old 
He’s 9t^ there, by hii^l^ 
in. a white (Sniitf jacket and 
brocade mmnif.Tji uiiii 
carnation in ^ buttonhole 

echoing the vans in 1 b$ dieek& 

He’s '.half-wBy' through s. big 
fat stogie and'glarixu at the- 
dance-froQT, Aah, 1 tWnt- He 
needs.dieeriog'iy. 1 take n^ 
little' glass or mmeral water 
over to meet him. 

' . ‘HellQ,^ I m He looks 
. dolefully ;.bver ^ d'ewliq^ > 


her here. Whereis she?" 

• He -^t iires. at the dance- 
floor . wifli- the proprietorial 
pride of - the much-older 


The truth is out there. Probably 


bok^-ct^,' is a weman I had 
amumed was. a- good decade 
iny senior. SenSde haircot, 
sen^e shoes, sensible bodice, 
sunbed amtan. Less/eunesse 
dbn& than idnQessk brnnzife. 

1 (fidn'cxeqognise her.*^ 

“Huunn*." . - 
- **How Ibt^ have yon ))een 
married?" 

. “ThfM years.” 

'“ finiigrafTiIarim^j e * ■ 

^ ^Qtve:isa;^-]p(des at me 



If "TIow'- did-..-- ywj 
•meetTr ’ ■ -• 

' ."I enqiliai^ her. 
She WQifi^ for me.” 
'*Tibw sweea 'ftaen 
•you&Dmlovfe’? . 
■i married.*'. 

. '*^e]r sbe looks 
ve9,:iiix^wdL”fi^odd 
vriiat , happens to 
wbmein vimo many 
men '25 years older 

thantf>em- Tf| *bft«»ne ' 
v^ that eaodc dancers 

>V»UICil.NK Ci, n» i > . n ir 


Crosses one* thi^ over the 
ocher and fin^rs his dgar. I 
tell hnw my nawngj 
my hai^ and he looks away, 

inmnhliiig - hk ’ ram nwnidiM y 

Well calTliim Cli^ 

Tins is Am,” I say, because 
it’s the sort of maniiy yon 
have to come out whh. He 
looks over, and down, at me. 1 
know he’s only keyring' his 
chin raised so yon caoT see the 
folds, bnt 1 sffl feel like 1 
haven't handed in n^ home- 
work. "If yon Hire thK sort of 
thi%*'berqdies. 

*y&B you a friend of Hiilm’s 
orHetty’sr 

The gn pgftgriru i tfiat he tnighf 
be on tezms with his hosts 
offends ham. Tfeither.” 

"Oh. Whose tiend are 
you, then?" 

He shiips on bis dgar. T," 
he annonnees, “am not a ftieniri 
of anyboefy’s. I came here with 
n^wife.'’ 

"Ah. And who is your wife?" 

He mentions a name X 
remember from university. 
“Mimey," 1 say. T didn't see 


hair, and grand man- 
neis ^mi they many 
dukes, yonn^ wives 
seem to race for the 
' menopause triien they 
saddle themselves with someone 
who won’t dance. 

"Yonr wife," I say, "is a 
friend of my sister-in-law. 
Maybe you’ve met" 1 sm her 
name. Clive sneers. “Good, 
god. 1 can’t be to 

remeinber all their names,” he 
says. I finish my water and 
seardi for somethn^ dse to s^ 
other than "Has ai^body ev«- 
told you you're a pompous 
idioc?”. I drum nw mgets on 
veg thi^ search the tent and 
spot one of my car-fellows sit- 
emg below an arrangement of 
arum lilies on apole.Istand iq>, 
offer SOT hand up frir qmnnng. 
“Goodbye. It was interesdag 
meetixigyoa. And sonioe to see 
Melissa looking so welL" 

“Yes. She was very childish 
when I met her, bnt she’s 
growing up." 

Car^arer is having a 
miserable time. “The jiribce is 
fun of 23^ear-alds," he si^ 
“and tb^ all thfaif anaenL 

By the way, did you know. 
you\e got a smear of Mood on 
your cheek?” 


P erha^ it's inationai to 
worry atK>ut a rising tide 
of si^ttstition - to com- 
municate Mars, converse 
wifo spirits, deserfoe the horo- 
scope, baru^icate or soy: all 
these are usual pastimes and 
drugs, and totures of the 
press, and always have been. 
But there has Insea a ^urge 
of the stuff just late^ the 
embarrassing credulity (ff 
ivrtsan TVf the sudden popu- 
larity of magazines about 
'“unexplained phenomena”, 
and ThDc Radiq’s inaugura- 
tion on Ihuis^ of a Vuco- 
.Btnmal ]>ay-it all combines 
to make the detenmnedfy 
ratuma] mmd a tadiuneasy. 

- .12> be fair; there was a nice 
tc«e of so^tidsm much 

ofAm w or i wfl/iXy. But is there 
ever ary justification for gvii^ 
airtime to people 'like the 
"dream detective”, vrtio dalmie 
totaedictacisofterio ii smaad 
delays in pvhlic tranqwrt 
throo^ symbolically dialed 
eq>erid}ces in the land of Nod? 
There's also a danger infaeieot 
in tbevhole idea (uswallowiiig 
"the Paranormal" in one big 
lump this -. bundling 
toge^r aD these strands m 
superstition (alien abductions, 
ghosts, ESP, vanqures) means 
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that you never property exam- 
ine the Contradictions between 
them. Reports ai fascmathig 
times vith the ouga board and 
nguterksus otjects floatxqg over 
Ijuton Airport bectxoe mutu- 
ally siqjportive: sdeooe is the 
c om mon enen y , and any altadk- 
on it is a blow ^ an iziackmal 
worldview. 

Of «>nrse, some people 
realise the flaws in this 
approach, and woxkfrtKD a dif- 
ferent angle. One caller to 
Scott Qn^olm proposed a 
sort of Grand UnnieatKm The- 
ory of Loopiness, claiming 
that an manff^tions of the 
paranormal, fitun UFOs to 
messages frtm tte qmit world. 


were evidence of beings from 
another dmensioo, who have 
set out to nysd^ and annoy us 
(fuesumab^ th^ don't luve 
radio phone-ins in that dimen- 
skm mid need other outlets). 
If we must have madness, a lit- 
tle method makes it more 
bearable. 

But most people don't need 
a theoretical framework; noth- 
ing vdll persuade them out of 
foefr frufo in die inadequacy of 
reason, favourite was the 
man who phoned Ibmmy 
up with a ^oiy of mys- 
terious footsteps in the ni^ 
which could, he insisted, only - 
be oqdained by a ^lost. Did he 
have a tiqie, Tbrnmy asked. 
Yes, said the man, but playing 
it M)uld be pointless since it 
didn^ sound particularly like 
'footsteps. 

It's worth comparing Gen- 
esis Kadi^ a pirate station 
that sometimes mteiferes with 
the reggae pirate station that 
usually interferes with Radio 
3 round our way. Genesis's 
agmida is based on black con- 
sciousness - most of the ads 
are for Saturd^ schools offer- 
ing extra tuition in maths, 
English and "black histoiy" 
("Wthout history, we are 
lost"). Last week I caught a 


riveting lecture on Afrocentric 
history, which maintained 
that, for example, the Library 
of Alexandria contained ^at 
historic of African cMlisa- 
tioDS. and that African rulers 
only sold their subjects as 
slaves to the white man 
because slavery in Africa was 
ar fMalty a prctty beuevolent 
insritutioD. 

Some of this was a useful and 
necessary corrective to the 
excesRve^ Eurooentric history 
most of us have leamq about 
the same amount was patent 
nonsense; rather more was 
blind conjeoure unsupported 
by eridence. What's interesting 
about this and about the nut- 
ters on Ihlk Radio's Panutor^ 
Ay is that tii^ reject aca- 
demic authority: the careful 
accumulation of evidence and 
scrupulous reference to sources 
iriticb are the foundation of sci- 
ence and histoiy are chucked 
out of the window. Then again, 
you might argue that rejection 
of received ideas is the basis of 
alJ original thoughL Perhaps 
the nutteis, the guessers and 
the fanatics are the price we 
have to pay for a thou^tfuL, 
intellectual^ enquiring popu- 
lace. If that's so, maybe - just 
maybe - it's worth it 


This is, quite literally, football war 
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T owards the end of Eng- 
land V Itally ^1^ Sports 
On^ Wed), the Ei^g^h 
pls^ Neville pohte^ 
invited a Sky cameraman on 
the touchline to "^t out the 
fnckiDg w^. we’ve all 
felt tiiat way about haven’t 

we? Eqiedally the B8C, used 
to the best seat in the bouse 
until this flashy upstart sat in 
the row in fionL It beccunes 
ever dearer that Sky Is not 
going to get out of the w!^, ai 9 
more than the Italian defence 
was going to step aside for 
Alan Shearer and pals. 

The An^o-Italian en- 
co fin ter was a good chance to 
see bow old and new measure 
up: Sportsnight's slimline 
highlights vs satdlite’s five- 
hour overldilatban. And my 
goodness me, it’s certainty no 
oohxadeiioe both diaimds 

end in a one, because it was 
very mudi ja case, 1 foiKy,.c^ 
Sky Sports One 1, BBCl 1. 
That's one own goal each. Sky 
intFodneed the female singer 
of tbeltalian natirmal anthem 
as Alessandro Bernardi, the 
strip[nng tenor from Oericeo- 
weU who had in fact been 
vetoed by the Italian embasiy 
the day before. And the BBC 
ripped iq) thefr own nilebook 
to let Rnnd GtiUh wear a top 
moiX)grainmed with the letters 
RUUD. Accountants are still 
trying to work how much 


money GoDit's new frishion 
Ifoe saved in free advertiring. 

Afterwards, the l&i^and 
camp were kera to pl^ down 
the (Ramify of defeat As John 
Motspn h^ reminded us at 
kick-oifi^ there were still 13 
matches to come in this groiq>. 
("One hopes draFs not imhicly 
for En^and,” he ^decL 
Which, iionicsJty, appears to 
have been the case. Veiy much 
so.) The BBC have adopted a 
rimilar stance to England's: 
they may lose indMdual battles 
'in the field of broadcasting 
lights, but there’s still afl to 
ptey for in the war. Whidi is, 
of coarse, a gigantic stack of 
c^ure. *1116 BBC have no 
inore chance of winning this 
war tiian Itaty do whenever 
tb^ get invol^ in one. 

Ah yes. Jingoism. National- 


ists in the gantry are pretty 
tightly mari^ these days, so 
commentators bent on disring 
Gianni Rsreigner had to take 
the chances as and when they 
came. Mfetson got his attack 
on the Italians just before the 
final whistle, when they 
brought on a substitute to use 
up time. "A typical time-wast- 
ing tactic,” he explained, 
"(^tinentals love to bring a 
sub on in the stoppage 
period.” It was simple, bold 
strike, but Sly's Ma^ 'tyler 
equalised alrnost immediatety 
with the suggestion that some 
Italian fans might have failed 
the Tbbbit test, which decrees 
that immigrants must support 
the new country rather llik the 
old. “TheyTl go home happy,” 
said IJder after the final wh^ 
tie. *^ot too sure bow for 
th^n have to go home.” 
fri otiier areas of the contest 
St was pretty even, with a tpug^ 
cM tussle to see who could 
come up with the wildest mis- 
pronunctation of “Gianfranco 
Zola” *]^er located a caesura 
inside ^a's Christian name 
(“Jan Branco”), as if his par- 
ent had been thirikmg John 
Franklin Kennedy. Motson 
opted for the mmetraditiona] 
cock-up: Gee Aufranco (cf 
the popular Irish opera Don 
Gee O^^uney). 

At half time, both sides 
paused to take stock. The first 


half reminded Motson of “a 
sandwich: the outside parts 
were pretty solid, but the fill- 
ing. well, toat was realty sup- 
plmd by Gee Anfiranco Zola." 
This was probably the 
metaphor of the njgfat, and not 
something the Sly pundits 
were going to top. Tliey were 
commit to be simpty worried. 
“I'm worried,” said Ray 
WiDdns, who wasn't wearing a 
top monogrammed RAY. 
Tbey have to wear daik suits 
on to convince asoeptical 
public that the Channel takes 
Its duties seriously. (Interest- 
iug, though, that its panel of 
experts have all recently made 
a pig’s ear of manai^menL 
What does this say about Sly?) 

A South Bank Shew (ITV, 
Sun) profile of Gilbert and 
Geor^ found England and 
Itaty working in harmony. But 
where do the artists (or 
"aitistT, as MeW dubbed them) 
stand on the Ikbbit test? 
W3uld Gilbert the Italian one, 
have supported his countiy of 
origin or adopted homeland? 
Ai^ in accordance with their 
tystem of mutual plagiarism, 
does George copy 1^? Or 
does he ccqy Geoige? What- 
ever, thqr would have loved 
the entertainment at Wemb- 
ley, because it was pissing 
donm, arid England were crap. 
The artist likes working with 
both those materials. 



hel/y 


L Whatever 
^ happened to... 

John 

De Lorean 


$mte 


It was the car that bad it 
aU. Gull-wiiiged doors tiiat 
wouldn't open when you 
put 'it in' the garage; a 
stainles steel body that 
left a mass of fingerprints 
whenever 3 ^ touched i^ 
and an eqgme;that made 
it go like a lony. Fifteen 
years alibis month, the 
De Lorean car cmnpaiy 
coUapsed, owing £40m 
\H^8tiia{q)ened? 

Underfinanced This ffltylit 
sound odd with De Lm^ ' 


able to ^hon £9m cHff in 
to a sId company in the 
States. Bnt he ke^ askmg 
for more mon^, so he 
must have needed it 

And the Labour govem- 
ment seemed only too 
keen to ^ve ft At a cabi- 
net meetiim on 26 Juty 
1978 the men Northern 
Ireland secretary Roy 
Mason voiced his a^qnoval 
for the project. De 
Lorean's credentials were 
taadi admired. A foctoy 


set im by a man who had 
reached the heights in 
General Motors, onty to 
be eased out, seemed 
ideal 'Bro thousand new 
jobs in Noxtbem Ireland 
tqipeared me wy to trans- 
tom the sftuatim 'tiieFe. 
Ultimatety, for the wase - 
a rqpmt submitted to the 

gttMgTT i mant ly McTrinmy 

Associates ^ed it "an 
ext r aotd in arity risfyvea- 
tnre”. So they gave £ 47 ol 

Please Sir, can I have 


some more? The Conser- 
vative Party took over, but 
policy tow^ De Lorean 
stayed the same. He went 
ba^ for more - f2im hi 
Juty 1980, then £lQm in 
B»niaxy 1^1. Forty seven 
millioo pounds later that 
yem le^ seemed to be 
going a bit far. At last be 
was refused and the com- 
pany went into immeefiate 
receivetshto. 

Health, wealth and hap- 
piness DeLwean seemed 


laigety unaffected. A chato 
of healtii clubs opened in 
1986, echoing his own per- 
sonal state. “1 talte -good 
care of myself. That is vriy, 
in of an my stress, Pre 

never had any problems.” 
pleas of poverty that 
resulted from receivers 
moving in in 1992 were 
cwiousbeaiii^ni miad his 
possession of a £4.5m 
pentiiouse, and so much 
art that the cdeaneis com- 



General Sitnation and 5-Day Oouoolc 

A ridge of hi^ pressure wilL move east across the 
country frMfoy, Mt.a deep d^ire^n is going to fol- 
low^mtbew^ 

Ibd^, the ubole of Scotland and the northern .. 
and western itfes will get some sunshine while the 
wind drops qinte li^L There though* wintry 
showers in foeiibTth and east Nordiezn Ireland 
should be diywith sunshine and psicfaes of cloud, 
but the windi^-gotog to increase .from the southeast 
lattt. Most of&ijgland and VihlesmU stay dry vnth 
eiinghffM* and patcfay doud while the cool northwest 
breeze disappears. However, wintiy sboweis will 
affect norfo fadiig coasts. 

'Wbt and wincty weather is going to move east 
. across die whole the countiy on Sunday with 
some hea^ rain ami gales. However, bri^ter 
weafoer and showers will follow from tlte west. 
VCftnHay .is gnfi^ *n pirwnHftfinma gwnghtne far a ■ 

tnnft^ but more rain and strong winds wili spread, 
finim the west Ibesday looks like bmng a blustery 
Hay with a tniirof gundune and showers. Wednesday 
wiB.also. 'be showery, but with rain in the south. 



nvirrist; r,oin; sn,snowt s.swinyi th. 1 timler *pieHaus da^ f|pjn at local 


Mfast - 
Bkni l nitiam. 


Bounamonth r 


Caidiff r 5 41.' .-Ipswkli f 5 41 

SSL f f « feofW r 10 M 

Dow r . S 41 Jenay £ § 

dSmi s .5 41 UMfpool f ^ 

Edfcibwih s 7 4$- Ueard ^ f 1? 

PtflWr- r 4 39 -London ^ 

fanur- s 6' 43 Utaidiefter f 5 41 

Guernsmr - f 9 48 NnicMte s f ^ 

Invonesi . f 5 41 Notfn^tam. s 5 41 


(Word 

Ptymouth 



taDmoiiMy 
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IM 


Amsterdam f. 6 43 

Athens s 19 66 

Auckland c 22 72 

Baitfmk sh33 91 
Baneiom fl7 63 

Beinit f 17 63 

Betoada s 948 

Berth 1 745 

Bombty S32 90 

Bnanefr e 5 41 

Budapsst c 846 

Calm ' f 19 66 
Capelbwn a 30 86 
Caiahlanra s 18 64 
Ouiitahurdi s20 68 
Copcnfiaiensn 0 32 
Carfc fl8 64 
Owwin th27 81 
Rorence e 13 55 
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Cairo 

Capelbwn 


Rrankbut c 6 43 
Oenava sh 846 
ttraRar fl8 64 
HatsfaiU 5-13 9 
Hong Kbi« r 14 57 
tsfeuAiii c 11 52 
Jarusalem f 12 54 
jmwig f 25 77 
Nflliliinpu’ f 31 88 
Lisbon c 15 59 
*losAitgrtW s 19 66 
Madrid C13 5S 
KUm fl966 
RMm fl7 63 
MaBiOBnie S26 79 
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Moscow 

Muniefi 

^NewVork 


f27 81 
c 337 
f 5 41 
S -130 


Ibtyo 

*1bninD 

VMct 

Venn 

Wbmw 


.S15 59 
rii fl7 63 

r 8 46 
aa a 439 

jivk e 236 

deJsn. f29 84 
Ih f 19 66 

e s 16 61 

more sh28 82 
mobn an ^ 21 

K f23 73 
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» slOSO 

ana sn -9 16 

e m 745 

e s 8 46 
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Twtiaww A306 H«nniimnlll> IW M j H- 
Oosed both waps to geaei^ TtafBc fix 
er u c O BalwodB.Eq»ectcoo gEStiuu op 
boita sda oC die xiacK 
Londoo ML' xOHhRoria at Hve 
WkjFB Cobho', friib no access n or fiom 
die Al &eat Noctfa Wby. 
G toWf i flH ' ffWtr M*i J17iaO.Ocailiaflow 
In »■«»"" across the AwzBnoodi 
Ba^owidiaSQopfa speedSmitRe^ 
ularnBbhoiirdd^ 

StatSsdsiiire. AS near M6 J12.0osed 
both waps beneeeaGaBer Island 
and M6 J12farzoadiraiks. Dwenicsis 
in ose via the AS, A460 and MS4. 

Wbsi Sfidland^ A34 Binniiighain. 
Mitf Uf i u a *wd8ooSioifiwdltoadbi 
.*^wifchai,B^alai^nHisr.dctlp8.AlBP 
no en&f into Htatosie SokL 
Wbw 'ttdafaife. Mqor loofrttnn read. 
wmtsccatfHmeanioadlfae Leeds jiiao- 
doo widi hne ai^ ^eed lestDctiDoa 
Eipect deia^ cd the Ml, and 
D ewUjuiy Road, . 

ChyofEeSObmgLMSJlMijw r oad- 
wcalsmtblaoetdwniosoadiciioiiad- 
aboot at JZ (Nenbiidso 


Oa and about with AABondwateh 

GBl08at401tartliebmBatmdi» 

Senri Mfe ASM. SoiiRw Hie Aunmetaas 
Aisodaaon. Cils cftatgBd flt ate per irin 
per im lal ajhar tsnest 



LooUng Wto NW about 9.00 p.m. on 15 February 
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t— teif , to 

n*us . Agfam to 

"TiriruhTn. to 

Minrtwrtst 4 -Tnpni-to 

Itowiilla iri|in> 4o 

6laapiw.u.M.L«M.LScSpB to . 
. .. — SiSlpin to 


I m^ a.iV|iM to ^loam 

■mhhJ' • - to 7^0am 

Bbu Ai^i i ■■■■■■■S ia apm to-7:2(tooi 

Minclisitor 5.22pw to ^23sm 

Miweartla 4t14|wi to 7:toam 

fftanpiiT TiTTpm to 7:3?hn 

nalliit ' vtlpm to 7i41« 


IMaidqr's Raad&v 
NOj 

IMkm Modem 

S&ttfand Good 
Wblea Good 

C Eii^nd Good 


NOj SO 2 

Moderate Good 

Good ..Good 

Good Good 

Good . Good 


N Encland Good 
Scotlend Good 
N liebnd ■ Good 


OoHookw 

txnlon 

SEnel^ Good 
Vlbbs 
CEi^and Good 
N Engtoid Good 
Scotland 
Ntreltoid 



AM HT PH 

HT 

Lfirtdon 

7.10 S3 1935 

U 

Uwrpool 

4H8 7J 1725 

73 

ibMHBWh 

0JS1L2 12H510J 

HdKMmtDodO 

- - 

63 

tomnDck 

Su47 32 18.17 

33 

DnljariURt 

SM 3S 1&13 

33 


swirims 704am 
Soisab . SsUpra 

Moon rises lldStom 
Maenseh 2rtBsm 

M msoni Fbbnsre 22 


T he Moon is waxing tiiis 
week and Trill full by 
next Saturday. Moon- 
ligfat alw^ makes it difi^t 
to spot fainter stars, even from 
places that are nonnalty free 
frmn bad light pollution. Only 
constellations defined tty the 
briefest of stars are at all 
apparent One such notice- 
able star pattern, a neat W- 
sbape in the northern slty, 
belongs to Cassiopeja. Ca^ 
siopeia is circumpolar for 
observers in the United King- 
dom. That means it cirdes the 


pole star in just tinder 24 
hou^ never setting below the 
horizon. Best observing, 
though, is when it is not too 
low over the horizon. A sweep 
^th binoculars from Cas- 
siopeia to neighbouring 
Perseus, should reveal the 
famous double star cluster 
("h and chi Fersei”). In darker 
sl^you might just spot them 
with the naked eye. These 
clusters are about 7000 light 
years away, but onty SO ligbt 
years apart from each otlrer. 

Jhcqiiefine Mftton 

















THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 15 FEBRUARY 1997’ 



The big picture 

My Life 

Sun 10.30pm BBC2 

Baic 0 Joel Rubin, who scripted 
Ghost, again cho% death as his 
sul^ect when he made his directorial 
debut its about a man who finds he 
has terminal cancer as his wife is 
about to give birth to their first child 
- and therefore decides to shoot a 
video addressing the sprog. Yes, its 
sentimental, and yes, it goes all 
mystical at the end. However it stars 
two of the best leading actors in 
Hollywood, Michael Keaton and 
Nicole Kidman. Good acting to the 
rescue, then. To a point 


Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 


Branded Sat 8.05pm BBC2 

Gobble Sat 9pm BBCl 

Windows on the World Sat 12.25am BBC2 

On the Record Sun 12.30pm BBCl 

The Natural World Sun 6pm BBC2‘ 


I t looks like a tick - the sort of tick chfldren get in 
their homework when th^ have answered a ques- 
tion correctly. In the trade it is called a '^swoosh", 
lb you and me, however, this af^ative ^bol 
on the hats, shirt-sleeves, shorts, socks, shoes and, 
for all I knew, the jock-straps of sports stars and 
fashion victims means only one thing - Nike. 

The rise and rise of this American sportswear oper- 
ation is the first subject in a new series called Branded 
(Sat BBC2), with foture episodes encompassing the 
Levis label and Heinz 57 Varieties. The stoiy begins 
with Reebock dominating the market catering to the 
1980s aerobics boom. Suitably chastened, Mike’s Phil 
Knight (personal worth: $5 billion and rising) decided 
to embrace real sport and teamed aggressive adver- 
tising (“Just Do It”, etc) with a canny choice in stars 
to carry his logo, from John McEnroe to Eric 
Cantona. Their advertising slogan for the Atlanta 
Olympics was “just taking part is for wimps”. Nike 
herself of course, was the Greek goddess of victory. 
We’re not told whether she sports a swoosh. 
Unfortunately, this tou^ attitude doesn't just stop 


in their ad campaigz^ but esteods to the madtrfac- 
turing side of the business, hnito are uotoricnis for Mr- 
ing (£eap Asian labour, at the moment in a country 
with an un attractive regime, Indonesia. Workers are 
paid less than $3 a day, wUefa is the going rate in 
Indonesia to make ps^ of trainers that wQl retail 
for anything up to iliO in this country. But that's cool, 
because h^ael Joidan wears them. 

GoM>le (Sat BBCl) is the last of the Christinas left- 
overs, a postponed satire about an outoreak of fbod- 
poisboing which was deemed distasteful in the imme- 
diate aftttmath of the E. ooU deaths. Kevm Wbateley 
plays a civil servant dispatched to investigate an out- 
bn^of ’^mad turkey disease” r albeit not too quk^ 


you get down to it, there’s something remoraeless 
about the food eham - the iioa-eat»wildebeest con- 
tinuum every lanH^rape cOQceals.'The landscape 
in this week’s The Natural Wnld (Sun BBC2) is the 
(Jiand Canyon, whidi, having never visited Arizona, 
1 had.hitheno dismissed as a rather kitschy tourist 
destination. As for the food chsJn, the battle between 
the tarantula hawk moth and the tarantula has to 
go down as the most riveting encounter of the week. 
John Hiimp hrys versus John Gununer in _On the 

Record (Sun BBCl) dearfy has nothing on it. 

Windows on Ae Wbiid (Sat B6C2) is a new senes 
of international dooimeniaries exploring a^wsets of 
music. Kari-Heinz Kaferis film, “Songs of Seduction", 


- and soon findiz^ himself immersed inaBSE-type looksatthew£^mustoandsoD^c^beusedinpolit- 
food scare. There’s something depressing about me ical indoctrination, comparing Hitler YouA 


food scare. There’s something depress!^ about the 
co^ cyoidsm at woA here, «peaally dinppointing 
given Ian Hislop’s co-authoisbip. ^u’d expect some 
sharper revelations from the editor of Pkvau £^. 
the BBC iawyen are simply more neivous. 
>^dlife programming is still the most dependable 
of TV genres perhaps a bit too dependable. When 


tng Bongs with skinheads ^am^lanctng at a neo-Naa 
punk concert TTie creepiest mental, picture is 
conjured up by Frank ^nnicke, a ri^t-wing folk- 
singer — or shonirt that be vo/k singer —who includes 
a lyric sheet for people to sing along with at home. 
Time to get the black shirt out of the attic, obviously. 



The big match 

FA Cup: Leiceslier v Chelsea 
Sun 4pm BBGl 

Well, now everybody knows how . 

aood G'ranfranoo Zda fabove; is - 

and that Ruud Gullit is buikfij; a . - 
serious team down there on the . 
Fulham Road, not just an oW boys • ;; 

club of continental playboys. The 

possible departure of Vialli . 

Southampton just (»nfirms tiiB • . 

Impresaon. Not that Lelcest» aty 

are anyontfs mu^, and Chels® are 
not the worid’s best traveilers. ^Ja .• 
and De Matteo will also be tired nom 
his exertions on the sapping 
Wfembley turf. A tight one. 


Saturday television and radio 


BBCl 


BBC 2 


7.00 Many and the Hendersons r38ii844;. 

7.25 News; Weather r4658680;. 

7.30 Children’s BBC: Felbc the Cat (2712115). 7 AS 
Phantom 2040 (1693979). 8.10 The Real 
Adventures of Jenny Quest r704i08Ql. 8.35 The 
Flintstones (91685731. 

9.00 Live and (Oddrig. Explorer Sir Ranulph Rennes, 
and popsters from Alisha's Attic ate drafted in to 
divert the your% 'uns (98495J341. 

12.12 Wieather (6394283). 

12.15 Grandstand fSJ f6393554X 12.20 Rxitball Focus 
(6746II5). 1.00 News (n (14259825). 1.05 
Radngfrom Chepstow: the 1.15 race * 
ri590766Ql. 1.25 Skiing; Highlights of toe 
womerfs downhill from Sestrleie in Italy 
(92234641). 1.40 Radngfrom Chepstow-, the 

1.45 race r982083991. 1.55 Ru^ Union: 
preriew of today's Ftve Nations matdies 
(98214^0). 2.10 Radr^from Chepstow: the 

2.15 racef715664321- 2.25 Ri^by Union: 
Ireland v England, live coverage from Landsdowne 
Road. KiclHiff Is at 3pm r649445731. 4.40 Rnal 
Score (2910757). 5.00 Rugby Union: Highlights 
of France v Whies (4196). 

5.30 News, Wbather (I) (900028). 

5M Regional News and Weather (122689). 

5.45 The Simpsons. Homer's boss is told to dean up his 
nudear plant etoen a three-^ed fish is discovered 
ma\ocalmer(S)m(488221). 

6.10TTie New Adventures of Supennan (S}(474825). 

6.50 Noel's House tally. GMTV presenter Ross Keliy 
earns a Gotoha (does one suppose that In Olist 
celeb land, not to have won a Gotcha is some 
terrible shame?]. Other guests indude Edvrard 
Woodward and Emiyn Hi^tes fSJ (906009). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Katrina and the Waves 
(remember them?), the first of the four finalists 
hoping to be our ertby in this year’s Eurovision 
Sore ContesL get toeir tiy-ouL Plus, Ri^ Said 
Fred (remwnber them?) start the draw 
a603m 

8.10 Casualty. Kate threatened ty a drunk (313221). 

9.00 Gobble. See Piwiew, above (7)16187979). 

10.1$ News and Sport Weather (7) (725486). 

10 J5 Matdi of the Day - the Road to Wembl^ Fft Cig) 
Fifth Round. Highlights from two of the day's key 
PA Cup ties, with ManchesterCityv Middlesbrough 
and WimUedon v QPR looking like the pick of the 
round (Lekesterv Chelsea is on live on BBCl 
tomorrow) (S)(D (4490486). 

11.45 The Frank Skinner Show (R)(S)(D (1 34467). 

1^15 Tbp or the Pops (S)(D (34005). 

1245 Big Dancers (Herbert Rom 1987 US). Terrifically 
bad dance melodrama with Mikhail Baryshnikov as 
an international ballet star ahd womaniser who 
becomes initiated with an American teenager he 
has spotted in a bar and casts her in his production 
of Giselle. They dance; they kiss; he learns not to 
put it about so much fl 103321. 

2.20Weatherf5393264J. 7b 2258m. 


6.20 Open University: The Ybrk Mystery Plays 
r5604!22iJ. 6.45 Motion: Newton's Laws 
(56736257. 7.10 tanel Painting (3800738). 
7.35 Traps - and How to Get (Xit of Them 

(1 662009). 8.00 Open Saturday (402283). 

10 JO Michael Berry's Choice Cuts (R) (6923347). 

1040 Arctic Fax. Ptoine of one of the few predatory 
animals to inhabit the tundra (R) (2315222). 

11.05 Orca, IGng of the Sea. Wildlife film about killer 
whales (77J038593U. 

IIJO An (Md Spwish Onion. Mu^l short tom 1934, 
set in Calitomla of the 1840s (5294202). 

1 1.50 BIB Dames (Ray Enrigfrt 1934 US). Wealthy 
puritan Ezra Ounce and his la/ne-brained cousin 
Horace try to put the brakes on a new Broadway 
preduction staged by their distant reiative Jimmy 
Higgens In this com^-heavy Busby Beri«ley- 
choreopaphed musical starring Joan Blondell, 

Dick Ftoweil and Ruby Keeler('4673689;. 

1.20 Film 97 wBh Barry Nonnan (S)m (24509399). 

1.50 BIB Western Union (Fritz Lang 1941 US). Lark’s 

surprising lusty Arnerican frontier epic vvith 
Randolph Scott, Dean Jag^and olheis finding 
themsahres strir^ng t cicgrep h lines between 
Omaha and Salt LakeOty In the 1860s. Virginia 
Gilmo re is on brow-mopping duty (18787370). 

3 J5 BB The Last Wagon (Delmer Oaves 1 956 US). 
Tough and suspens^ western in which 
condemned killer Richard WIdmatk, on his way to 
be hanged, turns hero in his defence of a wagon 
train tom whooping Apaches (42673283). 

SJOO TOTP 2 fS) (9630080). 

545 Tto Rearfiness Is AD - the FBrnirtg of HamleL 
Kerineth at work (S)CT) (585370). 

6.25 Ski Sunday Spedal. Hrghli^its of the women's 
downhill from Sestriere in Italy f4^009). 

6.55 News arvd Sport, Weather (7) CBOOi 15). 

7.10 ConespondenL A new series opens with 8 r^xjrt on 
an expedition to the Arrtazon to look far some of the 
vvorkTs latt uraxjrrtacted btoes. Pius, an nvestigtfion 
Into the pTight of Red Army doctors and their 
treatment on their rrium to Fhos (S)(339573). 

7 .55 What the Papers Say. David Rose of the Observer 
reviews the press (S) (275825). 

8.05 Branded. See Prewtf, abaee (675573). 

845 Ooee Up (R)(S) (877592). 

9.00 T1H Death Us Do tart (7?) (6399)i 

9.30 Nastnmo. 3/4. The ongoing Joseph Oinrad 
ad^itetian finds Nostoma and Oecoud ail at sea 
witti their boat-load of silver (3)f7) (57370). 

11,00 \4deo Fool tor Love. Him autobiography by 
Australian fito editor Robert Gibson, w4n has 
spent the last 10 years recording his life with a 
hand-h^ camera, portraying his tumultuous kwe- 
life in intimate detail tiiroi^ interw'ews vrith his 
tormer grtfriends (S)(TJ (755660). 

12.25 Windows on the World. See ftevfeni above 
(7493887). 

UQ Gtabal WdecAytes (Followed by W&athen/iew) 
(7933326). 7b i.55am. 


ITV/London 

6.00 GMTA 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in the Hole. 6.30 


Channel 4 


Room. 8.55 Gargoyles (1372467). 

9.25 Soatdiy and Co. Guests are actor Ton Whrtnalt 
and the Smu^^ (85876757). 

1 1 .30 The Chart Show (S> n 9931). 

12J30 Resh, Rofile of Ibrn^ a deagn collective s^ up 
in the early 1990s (17405). 

1.00 News, Uteteher (I) (142772211 

1.05 iMicfen Vtokttid Today (7) a4276592). 

1.10 BD Cany On Henry ((teraid Thomas 1970 UK). 
The boys and g rls show what th^ think d the 
Richard Burton costome epic Anne of a Thousand 
Days in this spoof of that film, starring Sid James 
as Henry VIII and Joan Sims as his^riicpbreathed 
wife Marie de Normal ^5527318). 

255 Airwolf (7?) (2171283). 

3JSO SMOuesk DSV (SXO (2337365). 

445 News, Sports Results, WMher (7) (2904196). 

5.05 London Wee k er vd (5^5689). 

5.20 auolow. Cher attempts to write a poem to impress 
a cute substitute teacher (S)(D (1449466). 

5.50 Sabrina, the Teenage Witch (S)(D (470202). 

6.15 Ybu Bet! Spurs footballer Ti^ Sherin^m kills a 
brtof time (he’s injured) by joiningEasSnefers star 
Wendy Richard and host Darren D^ for another 
muno of tiresome stunts and dares (S)(285825). 

7.15 Btod Date (SXD (281009). 

8.15 Farruly Fortunes (S)(T) (144344). 

845 rm News, Weather; Lottery Result (7) (871318). 

9.00 CTW Anottief Saakflout (John Badham 1993 US). 
The sequel to the enjo^ble 1987 buddy-buddy 
oop-movie-cum-romantic-farce, Stakeout, finrs 
Seattle detective Richard Dreyfuss teaming up 
again with Emliio Estevez. This time th^ are joined 
by female cop Rosie O’Donnell (and her dog) as 
they prteend to be a normal femlly and move in 
next door to a fus^tive federal witness (S) (3318). 

11.00 m Dead taetsSodety (Peter Weir 1989 US). 
Robin Wiliams gives one of his best pertonnances 
to date as the unconventional new EngiBh tea dier 
at an elite New £^and boys acade^ His 
methods unleash erradve Impulses to the pupils - 
but these seeds of rebellton (not for nothing is the 
yur 19^] have unintended, far-reaching effects. 
Ethan Hawke '6 the only one of the young actors on 
show to have sane on to a major adult Hoilywood 
career(648lS50). 

IJZOBB Whoops Apocatypse (Tom Biissmann 1987 
UlO-Thecultl^ port-apocalyptic TV comoty 
series, brought sluggishly and rathertoo 
oonvaitionaKy to the screen. New US prestdent 
Loretta Swit b horrified to learn that a left-wii% 
Central American dictator has Invaded the British 
colony of SaiTta Mm. UK Prime Minister Peter 
Cook sends a task lores and the world stands on 
the brink of nuclear destmetion > if rtot greet 
comedy Rik Mayall co^rs (818121)1 

3.00 B News Review (6749535). 

345 Otto Nation (R) (2507158). 

440 nV Sport Oassks (45346968). 

5.05 Coach (8)0256719). 

5 JO News (82245). To 6.00am. 


6.00 Ssame Sheet fR) r40405). 

7JOO Dumb and Dumber (SJ (56979X 

730 Dnnis (R) (2705825). 

745 Hrst Edition (7?)(5) (2793080). 

8.00 lVanswartd^^(S) (89467). 

9.00 MoRih« Line. The da/s horse raang (S) (72592). 

10.00 FDOttxall Italia. Serie A ma^ne wrto 
James Richardson ^ng the Itafian view of this 
weekis cnicial Wxtd Cup qualifier (24370). 

11.00 NBA 2<V7. American basketball action featuri^ 
Orlando Magic v the Debdt Pistons 05) (44134). 

12D0 Rawhide (9785592). 

igrsg BBltaasure of the GoMen Condor (Delmer 
Daves 1953 US). One-time Olympic fencer Ctomel 

v^ilde vras at home with the SMtBShbuckler - even 
thte moderate, early Tatitniootor effiort about a 
French nobleman ousted fiom his estates by his 
wicked urde and going to sea in search of South 
American treasure CO (30549202), 

240 Channel 4 Racing Coverage from Newcastle (N) 

and Wbrwick (W): the 3.00 Branding House 
Handicap Chase (N). 320 Michael Page Group 
Kir^makar Novices's Chase (W), 3.35 Newcastle 
Novices' Chase, 3.55 (3uestor Intamationat 
Novices's Trial Hurdle (W), 4. 10 Tote Eider 
Handicap Chase (N). 4.30 Michael tage Rnanca 
Handicap Chase (VIO and 445 (aosforth Handicap 
Hurdle (N)(S) (79647080). 

5D5 Breoteide Omntotis (R)(S)(7) (8692554). 

630 Rightto Reply (S)(D (738). 

74» A Weric to Politics (S) (2825). 

8.00 Ragile Kingdoms. Focus on a trio of American 
children living an extraordinary life deep In the Ituri 
Forest of Zaire, where their parents are dedicating 
their lives to stodying forest animals and plants 
with the help of the Bambuti pygmies (S) (1573). 

9.00 Last Chance Lottery, tatrick 10^ celebrates more 
of life's loseretS) (8009). 

10.00 Eurebash. Amsterdam's flushii^dcc toilets, 
reformed Italian pom star. La Ck^lina, and two 
alternative debt collectors (R)(S) (72844). 

1030 The Show. Comedian Bob Mills does the befora, 
during and after on another batch of celebrity 
guests (4493573). 

1135 HiH Street Blues. The Resident's planned visit to 
Ftirilb's precinct calls for the negotiati'on of a gang 
treaty f/?J(7) (142757). 

1235 TV Pizza. Transsexual nuns and colonic inigation 
amuse Laura l^htiinger in her latest dip into 
American television culture (8607968). 

130 The Gillie Show (8) (51 10158). 

1.50 Ridd Lale (7?)(S)(7) (5558264). 

235 Beavis and Butt-Head (R)(S) (9853719). 

3.00 Flava. From last night (3) (50719). 

330 BIbb This House (R)(S) (60133806). 

3.55 Film Night (R)(S) (60045697). 

425 LifeR' Rap. Documentary about an American 
maxlmum-securi^ prison (R) (75743351). 

4.50 The WItite Room. With Iggy Pbp, Nick Cave and 
PJ Harvey (R)(S) (2608535). To 5.50am. 


ITV/Regions I 

i!Sndw«wpfel230-lJX)wnMOM^ 

VMeaa (17405). 1.10 ChwsXo m ri 1^ 
C4S99U2I. i:40WMda(Wbiidw(20S98S73ll ZVi 
BVNrtch (91201341. 31KF4AS Fliie Cany On ip 
the (88552825). U.OOFIIin:DeadR)el»So- 
dety (S4809202L 1.2S (hmrt towMledge (524^ 
2J2S nhiR Rodabw <17121(4. 4.05 Movie Oub 
(75732245). 430 RnoltectiGns 0939835IL 4.4» 
5.30am HrilerSIgefer (7733448). 

comw 

As London anph IZSO-UOOam PienVoe ri 74051 
1.10 Oarnpians of (he Future (24S9922). £4i 

Msvie^ Gams end Weos (7925134 215330 Fim 
StudM* Exciwnae ^33281 5.05 QatiM New* 
(8517080). S.1O420 Qentral Match • Goals Me 
(7)686601 3.4S-S.30m Jotfndar (800662),' 
HnW£S 

AsLenknocape 1230-L00amMavfB,Gamasa8 
Video5(1740Sl 1.10 Worid Of Wonder (945166S8)k 
1.35 Sluntmasles (1941221). 2.15 Fine Dlsniyk 
Napoleon and Samaniha (74164IX. 3354A5 Bay' 
waicn (29539501 111» FBmi Dead flOeb Sootttt 
(848092021 135 Carnal lOmtadBB IS24S06il 
fftm EtodelM (1 7i2J0L 4.05 CoBosand MaoonWS 
Menrie Oub (75732245). -430 RecoUectiona 
(3939835U 4.404.30am HBllerSWlw(773344^ 

HWWEST 

As HIV MUes aoiib LlOpm ^orteNad^ ri2620eSL 
L45 Rbft Napoteon and $Binanlha(9<m^73l). US 
Baf*mU\(4040e88). 4J544SpmTheUst(87D7S7)l 

MBiBWI 

AaUwtenwnpt l^SM . OQp'n *47 
Videos 07405), 1.10 StunknaslK (6311329). 
2 jOD CMoon (931662) 61 klO BwwUi (78622021 
3DS445 Fte Cmy Or iw tea Jurtfa (20S067S 71 
U4» tarn Dwd PoaW Sobe^ (84809202). L2S 
Carnal Knawlectte (S24506U Z25 Rni: Rockafee 
(17)2)01 4.05 Com md MaCQim Matria CM 
(757322451 430taaliBdionsl393S83S)). 4j4D- 
S.3Qm HelIvSMIer (7733446). 

HESICnWID 

At Londm acaiie 123(KUI0pm Mouka, tents and 
Videos (1740S). 1.10 Rkn: A Fiwidi Mhditts 
0673995Q1 230.330 AtoMoV (S243825)L 11.00 
im Deal FW& Sextey (S48(}92a8L 135 Cainri 
KmMta^(S2«S06UZ2SnReFkxM«Ba7)2iaL 
435 QXlire aW MKoidBik Moria CM (75 7322451 
430 Receie cfl ci B (3939835)1 4.4&53bam Hef- 
twSMte (77334461. 

miBWE 

As London BBtpfe 12304jntra Marias, Ganes aid 
Victeaa 07405). 130 HmeK (8)70863). 2jD 5 
FfeR The SavMdi Mai (4775541 3.504 j 45 Bar 
watch (23373651 U0320 Scoteiine (71 68660). 
L20 lo Bed with MerSoner (5)125)61 130 FlW; 
The HoM;^ (48900551 120 Funny Btimss 
(S235S3321 330 Com and MaconWs MoiriB Oub 
(600487B41 430 Munkr. She Wkote (22245031 
5.10-S30am Sound Bita (39569681 . • 

VC 

As C4 ocept; laooam BoadSMdd (123931 1030- . 
1130rteGaw5rrariwl8(»6ai IZOOMonwwteh 
(7)1)51 1230EncDUitaf)88631 LSOt^Pbainc- 
v(^ (82504860). 335&05 tedrtt (707) 7761 
630 ti»ah« (738). 730 Nawttflen • Chwaaeon 
(8565541 7.15 Codft 1b (90002521 830 
Staten (4544051 830 FW«di (4225761 935 Ust' 
C7ianGel£teyn4J5573LlD30'TheSbow(S2486ll 
1130 Bos ^(7950091 1235-1235 Rxtan TV 
04932)01 430545m 1lBVVtaaton(7S483a5L 


Radio 


Satellite 


Radiol 

Q).5998IIKiRII 

7.00am Claire Sturgess 10.00 
Dave taatce 1.00 Jo Whlley 4.00 
John Peel 7.00 Dave Pearce - 
Lovepoove Dance ftrty 9.00 Ra- 
dio 1 Rap Slimr 12.00 The Radio 
1 Regpe Dancehail Nile 2.00 
Ess^lal Mix - Littie Louie Wga 
4JX)-7.00am Charlie Jordan 

Radio 2 

iSMom-Fin 

G.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve VMight 

1.00 The Monkhouse Archive 

1.30 To the Manor Bom 2.00 
Judi Spiers 4.00 Nrck Barra- 
clough 5.00 The Thing about 
Harry 6.00 Gloria Est^n in Con- 
cert 7.00 Follies. See Oiorx; 
abow. 10.00 Scotching the 
Myths 12.05 Charles Nove 4.00 
• 7.00am Mo Dutta 

Radios 

&Q;-32«KHn 
6.SSam Wbather: News 

7.00 Record Review. With Antho- 
ny Burton, 

9.00 Building a Library. Edward 
Seckerson compares the avail- 
able recordings of Mahler's 
Das Ued ran der Errfe. 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. Patrick O'Connor 
discovers sotik operatic trea- 
sures on the Waihall label. 

12.00 Pnvate Passions. Another 
chance to hear Michael Berke- 
ley's conversation with writer, 
broadcaster and theatre diretf- 
tor Dr Jonathan Miller. (R) 

1.00 The Power and the Gl^. 
Four programmes in which 
George ^tbson, Dean of 

Chapel at King’s College. Cam- 
bridge, considers the reiation- 
ships between artist church 
patron and public, 

1.15 News: >rintage fears. 

3.15 YOuth Orchertras ol the World 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. Ged- 
frey Smith introduces another 
selKtion ot vibrant and varied 
las tracks chosen by listeners. 

5,45 Music Matters 

6.30 Live from the Met Un ballo 
In mascheta. Verdi's story at 
deception and murder. Luciano 
Pavarotti (tenor) stars as the 
embattled King Gustav III of 
Sweden, Deborah veigi (sopra- 
no) as Amelia, the of his 
affection, and Juan Pons (bari- 
tone) as Anckarstroem, the 
kings best friend. 

735 The Masks behind the 
Mask. Verdi’s Un balh in 
nasehara is about disguise. 



Choice 


A good day for music^: Radio 2 
rounds up the usual a&pects- Julia 
McKerde, Denis Quill^ Ron Moody 
-forFoBies(7pm R2. IdO.the 
stoty behind Sondheim's cUtsac 
musical. Meanwhile, Robert Wee, 
director of *Wie5t Side Story” and 
”lTie Sound of Mu^, is the subject 
of Close Ups (6.50pm R4). 


Michael Billington and guests 
explmethls theme. 

7.45 Un ballo in maschera. Act 2 

8.20 The Met Opera Quiz. 

Stephen Blier invites opera ex- 
perts Will Crutchfield and Bri- 
an Zeger to tackle questions 
sent In by listeners. 

8.50 Un ballo in maschera. Act 3 
1030 Apocalypse Now and 

Then. Iwan Russell- Jones talks 
to Californian preacher Irving 
Baxter, the editor of EM Times 
magazine, which keeps readers 
abreast of world events from 
an apocalypic perspective. 
1035 Medttatkms. Hindemith: 
Meditation tor viola and piana 
Tchaikovsl^: Meditation. 

10.45 impremions. Brian Morton 

and Alyn Shipton introduce a 

specially reconled session by 
drummer Steve Arguelles with 
French group the Reeyclets. 
1230 Rrst Bw. Bass pla;^ 

Ray Brown talks to Alyn Shl|>- 
ton about a career that has in- 
cluded collaborations with 
almost all the Jazz ^ants. (R) 

1.00 - 4,40am Throujgi the Night 

Radio 4 FM 

RU-NattFH) 

6.00am News Briefing 

6.10 Farming Today 

6.50 Prayer br the Day 
63S Weather 

7.00 Today 
838Weattier 

9.00 News 

9.05 Sport on 4 
930 Breakaway 

10.00 News; Loose Ends 

11.00 News; The Wbek In Wdst- 
mlnster. With Peter Riddell. 

1130 Aslafile 

12.00 Money Box 
1235 Just a Minute 
1235 Weather 
130 News 

I.IQ Any Questions? 

1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News; ^ Answm? 

(0171) 580 4444 

230 Saturday Playhouse: The 


Blind Fiddler of Glenaduach. 
By Marie Jones. 

4.00 News; That's History Gerry 
Northam explains how listed 
status may be the worst thing 
that can happen to property. 

430 Science Now 

5.00 File on 4. JonaUian Rupnan 
examines the miTitary buHd up 
on Cyprus arid the deteriora- 
tkxi In relations between Greek 
and Turkish communities. 

5.40 See It My Wby Peter Whits 
examines and often explodes 
myths about blindness. 

S30 Shipping Forecast 

535 WSather 

6.00 Six (TOock News 

6.25 Wbek Endii« 

6.50 dose Ups. Nigei Andrens 
talks to double Oscar winner 
Robert Wise, who edKed GUeen 
Kane, and changed the face of 
the rmisical by dtacting both 
Mtsst Sidle Strand TTie Sound 
of Musk. See Choioe, above. 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. 
Richard Cbte tails to noveTsts 
Isabel Allende and Jayne Anne 
Phillips about their respective 
styles. He finds some intriguing 
and tfisturbing truths. 

730 On These Days. A took back 
at some of the events that took 
place 50 years ago this week. 

8.50 Saturday Night Theatre: 
Young PC. In the final part, a 
threatening phone call teste 
Paula's inii^ and her com- 
mitment te the police fon% 
With Julia Fdrd. (R) 

935 dassics with Kay 

9.50 Ten to Ten. Lavinia Byrne 
takes a personal view of Lent 

939 Weather 

10.00 Nevirs 

10.15 WbDis - the Lite and Leg- 
ends of WaUis Simpson. Vfeiiis 
begins to understand whet tte 
Inevitable marriage to the ex- 
King will mean. (R) 

11.15 Love Thang. Some of 
Britain's best tdack poets per- 
form their work live and reveal 
what makes them write about 
an age-oki subject (R) 


1135 Ae s th ete 's Foot. Scottish 
writer John McKay oondudes 
his series of comic lefiections 
on life. (R) 

12.00 News 

1230 The Late Story: Needy By 
Maeve Binchy. 

1238 Shipping Forecast 
130 As Wbrid Service 

530 inshore Forecast 

531 Belts on Sunday 

535 - 6.00am Shipping Forecast 

Radio 4 IW 

(HUbW 

935 • 1135am Ttat Matrti Spe- 
dal 1230 - 430am Test Match 
Special 

Radios 

iB3.9a9itoin] 

6.0()ot Dirty TscHe 630 Brian 
H^es at Brnktart 9.00 Weekend 

11.00 Top Gear 1130 The 
Game's Up 12.00 Baker and Kel- 
ly Upfront 1.00 Sport on Five. 
Footoall: FA Cup fiftfMOund and 
Scottish Cup fourth-round match- 
es. News of all the gpals. Riq^ 
Union: ttord round of matches In 
the Five Nattom Championship: 
Ireland v England at Larodowne 
Road and Hince v Wales in Paris. 

5.00 S(xirts Report 6.06 Six-0- 
Six 8.00 The National Lottery 

Draw 8.05 The Treatment 9,00 
Dallyn UK 10.00 Brief Uvra 
1030 Aslan taspective 11.00 
News Extra 12.00 After Hours 

2.00 Up All Night 5.00 - 630effl 
Morning Reports 

Classic FH 

(UXUl-iOlSIlIbHO 

630am Sarah VViatd 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Gardening Forum 

1.00 Alan Maim 4.00 Jane 
Markham 730 Travel Guide 830 
Concert 1030 Classic Quiz 12.00 
Andre Leon 4.00 Travel Guide 

5.00 - 6.00am Michad Fanstone 

VirgiD Radio 
(1215. U9M2EnKllW 105311: m 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Ribs 'n' Jem's Greatest Hite 
1030 Jeremy Ctark 2.00 Album 
Chart with Mark Fonest 6.00 
lynn Arsons 1Q30 Robin Banie 
230 - 6.00am Howard ^arce 

Wbrfd Service 

(ISgUbUI) 

130am Newsdesk 130 Just a 
Minute 2.00 Neweday 230 
People and Poirtics 3.00 Wbrid 
News 3.15 Sports Etoundup 330 
Murtc Rwlew 430 Newsd^ 

4.30 Short Story 4.45 On the 
Move 5.00 New^ay 530 • 
6.00am Weekend 


sori 

7.00 Orson and OIMe {78115). 730 
Free Winy (80950). 830 Yburtg Indi- 
ana Jones Chronides {3493)1 930 
Star Trek; The Net Generatnn 
(94798). 1030 (2»ntum Leap 
{86234). 1130 Star Trto (66370). 

12.00 Wresdrig (49028). 130 
Wiestiing {S8776). 2.00 Kung Fu - 
the Legend Continues (39738). 3.00 
Ster Trek: Deep Specs Nir« (58202). 
430 Stef Trek: Vbyager (44O09). 

530 HU Mix {1405). 6.00 Kimg Fu - 
ttie Legend Ccntinues (389)2). 730 
Hercules: the Legandary Journeys 
(71641). 8.00 Ccppws (8554). 830 
Cope r (7689). 9.00 Gbps II (6622JL 
930 cop Flies (40757X 10.00 Law 
and Order (70912). 11.00 Red Shoe 
Diaries (4573^ 11.W The Movie ' 
texw {5(021). 1230 lAPD 
(273321 1230 The Lucy Show 
{15055). 1.00 Dream On {71B7D. 
130 Smouldering Ust {90448). 
2.00’ 6.00 mUa {8042852). 

5B2 

7.00 Beveriy Hills, 90210 
{5694S92). 8.00 Melrose Place 
(56709)21 9.00 Pacific Drtve 
(5690776). 10.00 Tales from the 
Crypt (564)3)8). 1030 feles from 
the Crypt (56277981 11.00 Stand 
and DeTtrar (4221825). 1130 Stand 
aid Deliver {9958757). 12.00 - 
630 HR MB Long Play (7456887,1 


630 Seventh Heaven (1937) 
{16196). 8.00 When the Red Fton 
Gmws 0974) (44660). 10.00 Four 
jnis in a Jeep (1944) (62979). 

1230 Mavenck (1994) {25S84047). 
Z15 Johnny's GM (1995) (365009). 

4.00 Siknee of Adultery (1995) 
{4979). 6^00 An^ FngK Down 
(1996) (72970. 830 Miami Rhap- 
sody (1995) {84115). 1030 Men 
(1994) (4X47571 1135 Monolith 
(1993) {3258441 130 Hortila 
Hcetages (1994) (6697)9). 3.10 
The Haijniirig Of lisa (2 995) 
(6424968). 430 • 6.10 Slenceof 
Adultery (1995) (4004806;. 

scriuviES 

630 ftvy at Smis)ersr Bay (I960) 
08554J. 8.00 The Bellboy (1960) 
(533)8). 10.00 SllwStredr (1976) 
(3)009). 12.00 The Tin Sddier 
(1995) 136641). 230 Lost in 
femes (19S) {94592). 4.00 Vfer 
of the Buttons (1994) (3009). &00 
Cops and Robbeisorts (1994). 
(B102&. 830 Terming Veioi% 
(1994) {86573). 10.00 HcsOie Force 
(19961 (95)863). 1130 Indecent 
Behaviour (1993) (339047). 1.15 
Tha Bair (19^ (940055). 3.10 The 
River Rat (1 W) {6416326). 430 • 

6.00 Union Station (1950) 
{5964332). 


somwEseoLD 

6.00 Hwiry V (1989) (28575844). 

820 Bloodhounds of Broadway 
(1989) (27992738). 1030 Ratel 
Beauty (1987M42646S9). 1136 
TTk Taking of Pdham (1974) 

(3640931). 130 SpymalteR tha Se- 
cret Life of Ian Flaming (1991) 
(8855245). 3.10 - 5.10 The Long 
Hot Summer (1958) {2136054). 

Sir sniffs 1 

730 Vferld Sport Spedal (23689X 
730 The Ri^ Club {35080). 830 
Radng News (36SS9). 9.00 Cricket 
New Zealand v Engtand Third Ibst 
(75370L 1130 Pro Surfing {11844X 
1230 SfBits Saturday (7552399). 
630 InlemationaJ Ru^ Union 
(57221). 730 - 430 Cridtet New 
Zeaiend v England (S2924S6I. 

ssrspoRisz 

730 Soccer AM (62)33)81 11.00 
Golb Dimendon Date Pti>Am 
(6765028). 430 Cridct New Zealand 
V En^Bnd - Third Itet (4602)961 
630 FA Cup Rfih-Round Spedal 
{9576028). 730 Spanish Hiottell 
{6023202). 930 IntemaOonel Ru^ 
union {8156863). 1130 - IJX) Golfs 
Dimension Data Pr&Wn (2052)341 

sasnms 

1230 Survival of the FitiBst 
{82100844). 1230 UK Skiff Sailing 

{86390592). 130 World Motor Sport 
0)977573). 530 Survival d the 
Ffitest (668303)8). 530 Rebel 
Sports (21211825). 630 inside the 
PGATbur(2)2)S738). 630 ice 
Hockey (9975608CO. 9.00 Golfe 
Hauaiien Qpen (2B78B486). 1130 
Rebel Sports (65486592). 1130 - 

12.00 UK Skiff SaHing {97262047X 

UVETV 

6.00 Agony 630 Fashion 730 Reve- 
lations 730 Fete end Fdtune 8.00 
Why Files? 830 Video Bok 930 Rsy- 
dric Pets 930 Ifoshion 10.00 Reuela- 

tions 1030 Agony ILOO ftychic FteS 
1130 ftite and Fortune 12.00 GalTs 
Campus Capers IZ30 Why Files? 

130 Looidng for Love 130 Psychic 
tats 2.00 Feshicn 230 Agom 330 
Fttle end Fortune 330 Pin Money 

4.00 Sport Live 530 Agony 530 
Eva'sSeventie$RteShow630Fhsh- 
ion 630 Sporte Uve 730 Pin Money 
730 Revefstians 830 Psychic Pels 
830 Agony 9.00 Handy Hunks; Fash- 
ion 930 Lookmg for Love 9.45 Bot- 
tom Line 1030 Topics Darts on Ice; 
Spoil Live 1030 stend-up Uve 
1130 Topics Darts on Ice; fate and 
Fortune 1130 Sex Show 1135 Enti- 
ca Erotica 1230 Kis TV L30 Shop- 
ping 200 Sex Show 230 Stand-Up 
Uve 3.00 Revelations 330 Wl^ RieS? 
430 Sex Show 430 Pin Money 5.00 
Sport Live 530 ■ 630 Sfnppirs 


Think First 
Before 
You Phone 

First T- 2 lecom ofrsrs n.^tir;no.' jn,:i i:V.cr:v;;i:'ora; 
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SINGAPORE 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

£2-35 
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^RmigaSecEeiai^ Makxdm 
Hand, an^^e Oxnese Fbr- 
p Minister Oian Qiicben, 
had what wffi alHiost 
(taiidy bo'dxesr last, face to 
ie ineetmg .before the hand 
frofHbq^ I&uig, but tailed 
in^^;ag mfi cantprogneg 
tesoMi%«]bdeties about the 
^ of tho'ookmy under Chi- 
Kniie. . 

Mr Rifldnd said be “detect- 
^ defenaveness with r^ard 
the homan. r^ts quesdon", 
dwfaen the British sfde n>,jf^ 

Qcems about the i m pri son- 
nt of disadeDts in Qmia, and 
tstqquession ornbetan Bud- 
ists^ Mr ^an.“dio6e not to 
fxmd”. 

The ooc-and-a-half- 
hrmeeting took place on the 
vgins of a coherence of 
ian and European leaders in 
and this evenmg 
t Foreim Secretary wQl txav^ 
M to Hong K(^ at a mote 
W nsualiy amdons tfnie for 
th the Goveroment and- the 
(Dc^. Mr Riflmd mayyct have 
tat shoirt ids visit if teiasam- 
med home by the Cooserva- 
t whips for a Ootnmaos vote, 
n Hong Kb^ meanwfaOe. 
qiocratic jv»ii»«*«inc andor- 


iig BvAssodation have ex- 
]^d outrage at lecomnien- 
dons by the Pek^-badced 
^paratory Comnottee vAaeb 
told repeal human r^As 
grantees. 

The<iP arc in^ Tnrtanf matfw< 

Mb could do grave darn^ 
Wong Kong«” said Mr 
Band. have expessed our 
w that these meastues are 
vr foolish and very unwise.'* 
i British ofBoal suggested 
eier in the week that foe Cln> 
js mi^ ( be peouaded to smp 
ht; that there was.^'stiD 
SKthing to play for'. 


do not ^ an mThaHiate - le. 
sponse, but do have aanqiact 
on CSdnese ptriicy over the 
weeks and nicnidis thec^fier,* 
SaIdMrRiflrfaid.**Tc8n*tbee ffr - 
tain diat qip]^ in this case 
but the eaercse has ose- 
fo] in the past and Ibqpe ztwQl 
be on this oocasaon." 

-A spokesman for Mx.Qian, 
howewr, denied stkb mat- 
ters were up for negoda&m. 
*nns & a closed matter so 
there is no defensiveness vdiax- 
soever.” 

'Ihe (MM g&Bipse of a coa- 
cesskmcame ma diBCDSsionof 
the kgjslaiive bocfy whkb wj3I 
eventually be formed tnideF 
the Chinese during 1998. Many 
in Hong Itog have assumed 

flwf thrc ugj^jdlw wmifar tftriw 

recentfy elected Provisonal 
Xegjslature — a tame and tin- 
democratie bCKfy, coxnposed 
oofy of iiidbMQr& 
to Peking. Mr Qian said during 

tha hnwHMpT j ainy - 

(me would be aflovred to Stand 
Ax' electioa to it inclndiag, tw 
m^iSeatiQii, some <d Pddn^ 
harshest critics in the Demoo- 
ratfoPa^. 

Mr JU0±id has tried to use 
the SsgaiKire me^ings to bmid 
w imematioBal pcessuie <m 
Qrina not to ioteifm w^ 
Hong Kong after its revoaoo 
at die end (rf Jane. Hie Rei^ 
Jajpanese and German focei^ 
mBUStesi have an xaiaed the sub- 
jects m bilateral meetings witii 
Mr ^an, and British somces 
qpeak (>f ‘'an iosatancM pcdity” 
in the evem ctf a cradufown 
ter Hong Koogfs tevetsiao. 

*!Aftef 30 Jaim we wS not be 
foe scwereign power * said a se- 
luor soBice. ‘'IXfe cant sei^ a 
gunboat or a tali ibnz and (MB' 
means of levera^ are Innhed, 
but OEM of them is intecoatuxi- 
al fxessuie.'’ 
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Wlmtiiig Image: A polgnank Iniags of a man fincttog the body of his brokhei; Who had boon taken hoetaga by Chachon rebels, was chosen for 
eo eo n d priae in the news spot ca t e g e iy at this yam's World Press Photo awaiids In Amsterdam Phctt^raph; Anatoly MaftsevfAP 


N Korea sLe^ travel ban on officials 


Ricted Uayd Pmry 

Sitgapofe 

Hiem days after the dafaclkm of oae of 
ib most saiiar cadres, Noefo Ebras hso 
baniied(iffiaik framttavtfflBgWhened, 
wUdi wffl flntlicr sol haA cfltarts to 
hring peace to the Kareaa potinsela. 

PuiBte food sad fad shortoges, the 
aam^hcre in Pymgy am g ^*** cafas, 

nMrfala 

said.CeldBrtokasftB'the55fo Mithday 
irf for “TVt T redfr*. Khn JniiE H i-fTI 
gp ahead M planned tins weekend hm 

>ri p€ 

ter the defcetion of Hwang Jang Hbp, s 
senior adviser to Mr Kim. 


oiSe tob hi P y ongy a ng stod 
North Korean oCBcials traveflnig to 
Maag wen reportedly ordered off 
foeir train jnst before Am Oihieoebor^ 
d^and a foceigB mfatisbry dekgatkm 
ici^oaiMe for teoonstroetion of areas 
da nu i gcd Igj floods also had overseas 
travel plans canceUed. ‘'Ifs got to be a 
hdl (d’dKKft, tohave someone of foot 
s o ii fl sity aadWatnregp wpBsb oi it ,**s^ 

» rfipinmat in 

'^liqr most have to figure tfaatif tli^ 
■cant tnist fazBi, who can they trust?" 

The Cbtoese Itafeign Mhiistci; Qian 
Qkhen, met his SoiA Korean coon- 
tKpart,lho CboDg Ha, in Stogspore yea- 
today to fosenss the ddectioD of Mr 
Bwm^ who turned up at SenaFs ent- 


bas^ m Pddng last Wedaeaday with a 
North Korean businessman. The 
defoetiott leawestheChineseinthepo- 
ritioo ofbaving to choose between 
C(ddl%rcx>mndes and tlieto business 
pnttseK fas the Saudk 

Soolh Korea has asked to take Mr 
Bweng to Seonl, where he is espected 
tobeidifetopiDvide unprecedented in- 
sights into the mlHnrr y, pcwHiwnif and 
politicalseoccfsofPyoiigyang.BntPy- 

fti i gyim g fa«riirt!C hit Kwb hutm 

by illf Soff*h, ih nii w iiH»iiHii« i »?wr ii 

The drama and the apparent North 
Rorean travel bun have imperilled an 
inftfiative to hold peace talks with Chi- 
na, the United States and the Koieas. 
A preparatay briefo^ was sdiednled Ibr 


last month but the defection makes it 
less Skdy thu ever that Pyongyang wiD 
be coaxed out of its dipleiiialk cocoon. 

More ala iiuiugljt the eriais may jeop- 

North Korea's snspected nndear^ 
weapons programme. Vlbrk was dne to 
be gin soon on buikiing Hght-water re- 
actors lo replace older Sov^ models bul 
these plans are in question too. 

Mr Khn's birtluby is the gEcatest of 
Korea’snatiQnal boKdays. “I have been 
here during two or three of these crises 
bdbrev** said a W oflfirial in ^ongyang^ 
"and the is always caha. But we have 

fiiod riiorts^es, power cuts amd onfy a 
few boors' water a dqt Ihe ontiook is 
not good.” 


Briton 
faces 
judge in 
spy case 


JanMcGiric 

New Delhi 


The travaDsofPeterBleadi con- 
tinue mCakutm. The Y(Mkrfure 

gugnnmer,w4K> says that be was 
'wcxlDog undercover lor British 
tftfH genoe v^icn hc arranged a 
n ^ raiadmiftdipprfweapons 
ever rural Vibst Bemgal state in 
December 1995, finaltywent be- 
fore a judge yesterday. 

Mr Bleach. 44, told foe court 
he wiO {dead his own case ^en 
his trial for treason gets under- 
way oa 20 Fdxuaiy, some two 
numths behind scaedule. He 
feoes the death penalty if found 
gjSny. 

K& Bleach has declined an 
Indian advocate. He 
complained to the court about 
resorts in the Indian press that 
he had been diazged in the 
United Kingdom tinder foe 
Prevention of Ter ro rism Act, 

and woi^ risk l^al action if he 
returned home. "This is defi- 
nite^ prgudSdal loa feirtzial,’' 
be.saia 

David Belgrove, a British 
connilar officer in Calcutta, 
confirmed that the reports were 
"bogns". "There are no British 
charges," be said. 

"Unfortunately, eveiybocly 
y*in« to want to believe that I 
am guilty," Mr Bleach said. 
"The main cbnige tiM 9 have 
against me is ‘eonroiracy to 
wage war*. How can 1 po»Uy 
beguil^ctfconqnraey when the 
first thing 1 was the po- 
lice?" 

He maintains that as soon as 
be suspected foe arms he 
dropped over West Bengal 
mi^t be intended for insnr- 
genls, he informed the British 
of Defence and kxal 
sothcomes. He efoims that after 
the agencies foiled to seize the 
weapontrieqifte his mtfrffigFnrP!, 
be became a public embarrass- 
ment and a scapegoat 

‘TChe bulk of the blame ties 
with British Spe<^ Branch. 
Th^ sai on nqr information 
from September till December, 
then jmt told me to pull ont,” 
Me Keach said. *T told them I 
thought foe g^ were to be 
used to loll pemtidans and par- 
ly workers of foe gpveinmenL” 

Mr Bleach has been in Presi- 
dfini^ jail fix 14 months, with six 
others arrested in ccxmectioo 
with the case, indudn^ the Lat- 
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'J'hu Spring, j(m US oa a cohuTal 
passage through the Rusrian heartland oa 
a celebration of Rnsrian music, litezatore 
and art. la adcUtion to the great cities of 
Moacow and St R te uLm g, we will craise 
Uw ud^tty IblgB which for 
' centuries has i^ped and ' 

mflueneed the artistic ' 

nainds of RusBians. 

^^e will journey 
through the Gtks of 
tbe Golden Ring to the 
vast JbreWed lands of V 
Karelia, enjoying the 
timelesaqua^ofthe 
tandscape. lasting places 
Sorever Meociated with IfatssuD 
literature and painting, aering 
historic kremUna, cfauichea and tbe towns 
and viliages which were important river 
trading centres in foe Middle Agea 

Qur voyage fhrougfa Russia promises 
to be an esjoyable and MifightMimg 
expmience. Travelliag -with us vriS be 


a guest lecturer who will be joined by 
low EoglMi qrealdng guides and eqierts 
aloog die wi^ This spemal voyage will 
appeal to tlioK who are toolung for 

’.i • ■ 


a little mwe from their virit to Russia 
than is offered on a standard itinerary, 
concentrating on die undeiuable weahh 
of jnufi’e, literature and art whidi 
deve l oped in I9tfa cent ur y Rusria. 


THE MS KRASIN 

'J^bis sleek, modem rivepouise 
vessel was buDt in Cemuuiy in 1989 and 
is under long term charter to an American 
based company Unlike many (Aher river 

B Rusda tbe ‘Kiarin* k only 
Me to txavelleis in tbe UK 
f Unhed States. English 
s the language used on 
board, iher^ avoiding 
announecanenlsin olhCT 
languages. Ibe vemd was 
completely refurbished 
in 19% with quab'ty 
iported furnkhiiip and 
toUic rooms whbh 
three lounges, bars and a 
^Heooia coo cert hall are second to none. 

*Phere k accommodatiem for up to 
250 passengers and all eahii>B have outade 
views, shower and toilet Upgraded meals 
are prepared under the supervidon of 
a Wtttam chef and complimentary wine 
is served with dinnet 



A RIVES YOSAGE OF MUSH; WORDS AND PICTURES FROM MOSCOW TO ST PETERSBURG 
ABOARD Tffi; HRST (XAS5 MS KRASIN mCLUDlNG VISITS TO THE BOLSHOI AND KIROV 

14-25 Maf 1997 and 25 Maj^S June* 


2M3TI LosdMi f(5it<rlrfc>-Mo»cew with Briiith 
Airwm kft 0 n«ea departine. Driw totheKnwe 
aadwnbuL. 


DAY ZMqvcvw HoraiagvitfiuiibeKnniBa 
inehMtfiie tbr linwnTy’MnMva. 1 b the aAonoOB 
rial (be PusbklD Mumub aed tswa banein 
wfaidi lUUBy D«vd bva 168^1909. Ewaang 
pcad) nnaner « the Boliboi. 

DAlt'SIfoMew b tbe Doming driw to Rim Jbr 
* TBh lolUwilawvky** home. AbemooB virit 
iotbv1>wyakpvCalJe»ySa3blheliieaftCTie<in. 

IMiraU^ldi ManuBgenuBBglbeVotot- 

Abnooo emt D HgSdb See the Oimdi oTSt John 
■sd tbe Cnbedn) it the RmnmclioD. Inevicfa 
Dmitri, tbe hm mi of hmi tbe IbnUrime 
mnxdered beie, as meal wUdi (nmed tbe ' 
bechpmind to Pieihkbb hvme end HliMiiiiLitjr*i 
open Bods CedonoK 

OMySKeswvme Before tbe T<rM>iDt3oii,Kij«ijvtMe 
vne I pmt Eeauc of iho arts and bone lo the 
RoBirn on »od Oodwioen Ibd^ il k one «d ibe 
lov^cm Biiee of the Golden It ing. See Ibe hiaaric 
mure in d ndmg tbe Ipriyeesky Monrieiy and ‘ 
dd w io ne*ili^ a dunning %igs lowb 

when lBaeIierites,peTi!q»tbr bni oTaU tbip 
bndRspp panBervpiedaeed Ids bat worfc. ’ 
VlwltoegiJle TybefcrtrBUniiln gtoluiiSiwna 

rMydlbrodari AdtycfeiipaJwandipbvswbefc 
aristeensk btenik vitb typeal Rnmian 

uerW9bl«e«l0iffCf)»lii9adtyofgrea.ialefat . 
Ahiee Aitdrd Botfowfej Inra Ihhscy's Tbr aod 
ftaee* £ed bm ud ihie vwalao the ate of 
Rutda’iSntNBboBiITbfnifVMidfini prorindal 
.anupqsa Seethe 171b cemury chimb of ERph 
tbeProphstaadaqibreiuaedemiiiveu. . 



IMyTGorilsy NsmbvisdiPiinpedngaBd 
fa rtum l ifc e mrino - DehiK T s Ity Mo aam ^ 
Afiemeoa onidag. 

rMYSKasbi %iaidiheiaoniJagDiungaD 
tbe nm lake oTOaega Here in tbe DojeMic 
Kardimi countrvride we wiD vidt tbe di^ idaod 
of Kidd lunous fiw Ha 22 domed wooden ehnidi, 
wlddi 'MS ncDed wUioiirdie md o( ■ dD|^ 
madBpL 

DdiYyS tir S tra y Ibdfy vie will stopu aimitll 
eeftlmeal on Ihe Rhrer Sirew wbidi Uiika the 
two great lakea ofOMp and Ladop. it it* 
cbaradngaeaofbniisand finest* and ideal hr 
eemniywellu. - 

OWIOSdbtDsbnig Moraingd^drive 
anHmd St fbembingeoradocntic palaces pad 
a vidi to die Rmrian SliueuD whidi specialtww 
b Rusdan an fivoi'ihr I8ib neiitny onwaids. 
Afieniaon eidt to the PlialiJchi lUBee.&eBB^ 

peribn nance at tbe Marib sk? TTieatre. 

IMyuStiblenbvag Manungridttoibe 

dien win be a lour of the RinekyJbradim' 
Ihmuiii. Ewiniig bdfo perfennvKC u the 
KMuiwI iaritnate (faeetn b the WhUct folace 
whM «M ODce the pomal tbeaiie of 
Catherine the Ciml 


DCy 12 St hlenbDcg - London (CoSwIdk} 

IVi laiwion ie being imughl lor a ridl to tbe BmUcj 
Mulwod triiich is scheduled lo open b tbe 
<\itenioon flight wiih Britidi 


Lower deck £1225 

Maindeek £1325 

Upperdeek £1425 

Boudveb £1525 

Suita CVfiy ff 

Sagtafrem £1825 

Price* oiigm to mirimpe. Ikfts imijM w riiBap& 

Price ittdBdesi Econoo^ das air trarri, U nqhu 
aboonl the Krasin OB loll baud, dwira emiiniaca 

eauuKe fees, u'deuibrtbe BoUioi,MariiHky 
and Herail^ theUres, port tarn, L<K depaninr 
Un. local guidM,CiMsl Leavivr.lbtB-Nan^ 

NMindndedslifecel •nnirtnrr.Riimi-m-t~, 
R umren departure UBc £630. tips to crew; 

"This nwrse idnefBiy is a hmger duntwHi - 15 ds^ 
full kbemy and priea aie D'aUiUe on request! 


Please telephone 0171-4090376 
(7 daysa week during office hours) 


NOBLf CflltPOf^lfl [iniTfD 


II CHAKirSSTtEE^ MXVTM1I, LONDON WTX8IZ 
IBEPHQNEOTMOVflBB ntCSIMfOITMOVOBU 
24 HCUl BIOaUE AMSWEWHONE om055 U 2 S 
ATDL3I06 ABMV320C 
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SATUKDAY IS FEBRllAS Y ‘ INDEPENDEN' ' 


family's wonderful sherries. 
Tall and lean, be earned tl 


Tall and lean, be earned this 
name for literal as well as flg- 
urathe reasons. His haw'k-like 
nose was memorably lai^. It 
was also his great good fortune 
- I'm indispensibte gift in the 
blending necessary for creating 
the best of all sherries. From hLs 
childhood he could memorise 
aromas and tastes ranging from 
the freshly pa'ssed must of 
Palomino ^pes to the rich, old 
diy sherries called Olorosos 
dating from the I73(ls when the 
a^mpany was fviunded h>' an 
Irish farmer Patrick Murphy and 
one Juan Haurie. 

The company rose to fame 
and fortune in the early 19th 
century when Ruskin. Telford. 
:ind IXimceq wvre leaders in the 
British .sherry inide. However 
the senior partner Ruskin 's son. 
John, decided to make a life 


Bir^ 
Marriages 
& Deal^ 


DEATHS 


ASHLEV: Judith /Knn Elizabeth, dcor- 
K' iintfd mnlbcr of Hultfn iind Tom. 
ai home on Sundat 9 R‘hruan'. Tlw 


luncral M-iil laku place ai St hlur't 
Ctiuich,Oudbi'in\\hJDcid3v l9Rdv 


m.ii>' ai ZJilpin. The iniunDcnt vill 
Mlou ai Si .'\ndrcu'<c Chuich. Wal- 
hciwiek. Sulfolk. on Tliur^y 20 
Fchnjjn ,ii 2pm. Simple IIiwvk 
oihlur donaiiim. lo the Leiecstenhiie 
MaemUkin Scoi'ice ma)' be 'COI to .AJ. 
.AdkioMin Son FD. [2 London Rd. 
OadhN'. Lckolvr. t J— 5IX!. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 

Pl-FKFTT: A memi'nul service for Dr 
Derriek Ruben Ihiireti. Rrilowal St 
JithnV Cambridge 191^96 

and fiirmcth' Unhenitv Lecturer in 
Muvh*. will K* held m St JohnS Col- 
lece Chiipcl on SaiuriLiv I March 
1997.it limon. 


IN MEMORIAM 

BOSENCE; Susm Bowikc died in F«h- 
niain' |9%. Remcmhcred with linx*. 


Fnr GaMle BIRTHS. \L\R1U.\G£S & 
PEi\T1IS pkoM telephone U171-293 
Saii or fax lo 0171-293 2010. 


ChanRini; of the GuanI 

TtHIlXl Thi' ll'AMhiitJ Cavain MtwBMd Hfif* 
M>Ki>i nhHMMhr Oiwvn» UteGiutajl Ibne 

< >u.«d.. I lam nnioiuKw. -ntc iiubcImM 
Lai jIn MiiimtcJ K.‘dilllrlH rtMunl^llic Qucud's 
L iliMiuaidjlIliHvi'niaiai. Iibffi: Isl BjUiiluai 
S. 14 -. riiuf ikiraiiint. liik Uumi's niuid m [hd- 
in^ira ndwe. I l, 9 tei,lMnl piniikilln ibr In 4 i 
iiiurih 


Nora Beloff 


Nora Beloff was a pioneer 
woman journalist of formidable 
intelligence, courage and tenac- 
ity. She was one'of the Orst 
British women to become res- 
ident foreign correspondents 
and political writers for 
national news{»per$. 

She worked in Paris after the 
Second World War for Reuters, 
the Ectmoniisr and the Observ- 
er, and went on to become the 
political correspondent and 
later an international roving re- 
porter. for the Obserwr, cover- 
ing the world, Wishingtan as 
well as Moscow and Belgrade. 

She belonged lo a generation 
in which women needed to be 
brighter and more fearless than 
male rivals for plum jobs. Her 
obvious qualifications did not al- 
ways moke her friends amongst 
her male colleagues, w'hose ar- 
guments she tended to dismiss 
as ’'nonserBe!" And some of her 
many distingiushed political and 
diplomatic contacts flinched 
when she came on the telephone 
to bend their ears. She was in- 
capable of aJlowing a sloppy 
ihou^L to slip past without a 
challenge. 


Nora Beloff was the third of 
the five children her Emigre 
Russian-Jewish parents pro- 
duced and brought up in ' 
Britain, fto father traded in 
chemicals in what is now pa rt 
of Belarus: her mother was a 
graduate of the Univeisily of St 
Petersburg. The couple left 
Russia for England in 1909 to 
further the husband’s business 
interests and changed their 
name from Rabinovich to 
They did not attempt to 
(fisguise their origin, but they did 
want a short name the English 
could recognise and lemember. 

They never be^e fully at 
home in the English language, 
but their business enterprises 
proE^red and they founded a 
bnUiant dynasty. Hieir eldest 
child. Max, created an inde- 
pendent university and was 
ennobled. Another became 
Professor of Psychology at 
inbuig^ a dau^ter became a 
headmistress, and flnn th<» r mar- 
ried a future Nobel prizewinner 
for chemistry. The following 
generation produced, flfnmig 
others, Michael BeloS QC 

Nora was born in 1919. and 


went to lUag Alfred's School, a 
progressive coeducational es- 
tablishment, before reading 
History at Lady Margaret Hall, 
Oxford, where she graduated in 
194(1. During the war she 
worked for Political lnteIl|gcoce 
at the Foreign Office and joined 
the British Embasw in af- 
ter the Ifoerau'on of^Fiance. She 
left the diplomatic service in 
1945 to join Reuters. 

She had always asked ques- 
tions as a child and been raaa- 
tised for H. As a journalist, she 


found she was actualN being 
paid to ask questions. Her time 


kruKriedgeable copytakecs. She 
continued to do this while 
coveriitg politics in London. 

She made her name during 
the Algerian war (1954-62), 
when she wrote well-informed, 
hard-hitting features about the 
torture of the women rebels 
Djamila Boupacha and Djami- 
la Bouhired by Frendi para- 
troops. She left Ftance, before 
de Gaulle returned to power in 
1968, travelled the world, and 
then took on Wsstminster and 
British national politics, as the 


with Reuters was not happy: her 
bureau diief was an enthusias- 
tic Gaullisu which Beloff was 
not, but she learned the essen- 
tials of her trade: bow to get 
news and how to write it in a 


Observer's cocre^n- 

deut (1964-76). With the sup- 


liveW, readable way. 
Her tvninE. how 


Her ^ing, however, re- 
mained ru^entary. She ham- 
mered her machines as if 
intending to destroy them, but 
produced coded messaees only 
^ could dec^ber. Whue a 
eign correspondent she wrote 
the last drafts of her stories on 
the phone, dictating to stalled, 


port of her etmor, David Astor, 
Ae ejqiosed the extreme left of 
the Labour Party in the left-of- 
centre Observer, which also 
backed Edward He^ with his 
battle with the trade unions. 
Beloff was at heart a Gmserv- 
ative. She was not religious. 

She did not get on well with 
Aster’s successor, Donald 
Helford, and after a final quar- 
rel with him in 1978 left the pa- 
per she had served for 30 years. 

She did not, however, stop 
asking questions and continued 
to bombard her many contacts 


mtb letters and telephcne calls. 
Her years were concen- 
trated on the tiagecty of Yu- 
goslavia and what ^ called 
"the avoidable war". Typically, 
she chose an unpopular line of 
argument and sou^t to prove 
that the Serbs were not the vil- 
lains they had been made out 
to be. Site argued that the in- 
temational media, especially 
television, were incapd^ of get- 
ting at the truth. She defended 
hervecaon of the truth with her 
customary energy and coura^. 
She abandoned the book ue 
h^ set out to write on Yu- 
goslavia and concentrated on 
trying to influence the world's 
policy-makers. 

Nora Beloff devoted most of 
her life to journalism but, in 
1 977, Triiea she was 58, she mar- 
ried Clifford Makins, the leg- 
endary sports editor of the 
GtenW; who died in 1990. 

She had no diildrea of her own, 
.but is remembered by her 
nieces and nephews as "a mar- 
vellous aunt” who kept the var- 
ious branches of the family in 
touch with each other. Her 
books reflect her interests, as- 



Marjorie Reynolds 


“Maijorie Reynolds, a blonde 
newcomer." eiiihuscd I atiety, "is 
a comely looker of much t^ent, 
poise and veisaiiliOr. who will 
certainl>’ calendar her own pro- 
fessiond prominence from the 
springboard of this Crosby- 
Astaire filmusicaL" The curious 
use of the word “calendar” ^to 
denote “gain") can be explain^ 
ty the fact that the film under 
review was Irving Berlin's /fb/- 
iday Inn ( 1942). The use of the 
word "newcomer" is also curi- 
ous; the 21-year-oId Miss 
Reynolds was then the veteran 
of more than 40 films, having 
made her screen debut 19 years 
earlier. 

Born Marjorie Goodspeed, 
she was taken to Los Angeles 
as a small child and enrolled in 
dance classes by her ambitious 
mother. As Marjorie Moore, 
she was soon appearing on the 
silent screen with Ramon 
Navarro in Scaramouehe 
(1923), and with Viola Dana in 
Revefatiwi (1924). After a brief 
retirement, she returned to 
make her first talkie. John Bar- 
rymore's 5i'engo// (1931). She 
played smaU in /fn- 
moMT(1933)and TheBigBmad- 
cast of J9S6 (1935), both of 
which starred her future lead- 


ii^ man Bing Cro^. After Coi- 
Holiday (1936). Broadvfay 
Melody of 1938 and ChanqMgpe 
Hhh; (both 1937), she appeared 
wth Tte Rhter in Tec /2i& Ifldi 
the Boy Scouts (1938). the first 
of 14 small-budget westerns 
she would make in the next 
years, opposite such sagebrush 
stars as Buck Jones. Ken May- 
nard, Bob Baker, Geor^ 
03riea, Tim Holt and Roy 
Rogers. In between she toiled 
in equally low-rent th^ers. 

Less than a week before Hdr 
idqy Inn went into production, 
Unmount Pictures had yet to 
find a suitable leading laefy. 
Their problem was solved Mien 
the choreographer Danny Dare 
recommended an actress/ 
dancer with whom be had 
worked on various music^ 
The studio wasted precious time 
searching for Marjorie Moore 
before learning that she'd 
changed her name in 1937, af- 
ter manying <me Jade Reynolds. 

Once they had found and 
screen-tested her, she was ea- 
geriy ^ed and flung into dance 
reheat^ with Fred Astaire. 
True, she wasn't much of a 
singer, but since when has that 
ever posed a problem to Holly- 
wood? Martha Mears dubbed 


bervocals, and Paramount were 
so pleased with her performance 
in HoGday Inn that they award- 
ed her a seven-year contract, and 
cast her tmposite Cco^ again 
in Dade (Iw), the all^d bi- 
ograpby of the composer Dan 
domett, in which, as his loyal 
wife, die in^iired tiie writing of 
the title song. She gave an im- 
pressive diamtic di^OTinance 
as a ^ennese refugee in Fritz 
Lang's film version of Graham 
Greeite'sMrusnyqfAar(1945). 
and made a rarishingly beauti- 
ful princess in the Bob Hope 
romp. Monsieur Beaucaire 
(1946). She was loaned to Uni- 
vetsal for one of Abbott and 
Costello's better vehicles. The 
Time of Thar Lives (1946), in 
vriiich she and Costello pls^ 
^osts doomed to haunt a stale- 


ly mansion until they had proved 
they weren’t traitors durine the 


they weren’t traitors during the 
American Revolution. In a 
clever special effect, the two 
ghosts Ited a head-on cdlision, 
but sinqily passed through, end- 
ing up wearing one another’s 
dotbes. Remolds, vdK) was 
nant througtoui the fitming , 
said later. "I just wanted to get 
it over with." 

When her Paramount con- 
tract expired, she appeared in 


Mario Lanza's first starring film. 
That Midn^ Kiss (1949), and 
then in a trio of *3" pictures that 
suggested the action quickies she 
ground out in the l^Os Customs 
Agent, The Great Jewel Robbery 
and Bxtaide Fireman (all I960). 
For MGM she made a film 
calculated to endear the studio 
to the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee. Called Heme 
Torm 5/ory ^ financed 
by a top executive of General 
Motors, it was the sto^ of a lib- 
eral newspaper editor wbo 
learned that ^ Business Hizsn ’< 
a heartless monolith, when his 
little sister was buried in a cave- 
rn, and the owner of the town's 
laigBSt firm organised her rescue. 
Marilyn Monroe made an ear- 
ly screen appearance in this 
^dity. 

Refolds entered television 
when ^^liam Bendix chose 
her to play his dutiful wife in the 
sitcom 77ie Life of Riley (1953- 
58). After Rrl^, there were 
gu^t appearances in various 
television series, but few films, 
the last of which was TTtti 
Witness (1962). 

In 1987, asked by a journalist 
from Classic Image ma^zine 
whether she would welcome a 
big screen a>meback, Maijorie 



Reynolds: 1 just wanted to get R over with' 


Phote^ph: Kobal 


Reynolds replied, “Sure. I'd like 
todidtand become a box office 
tomada but, if I don’t, Pve got 
ite kick cooling Pl2i50iial^, 1 
Hollywood and I like pictures. 
But that doesn't mean I have any 
iUusions about either." 

Dick Vodmrgh 


Marjorie Goodspeed (Marjorie 
Reynolds), actress: bom BiUiL 
It^ho 12 August 1921; married 
1937 Jack RQ/nolds (onedau^- 
ter; marriage dissolved 1952), 
1953 Jon M. Haffen (,Ued 
1985): died Manhattan Beach, 
Cal^omia I February 1997. 


Jose Ignacio Domecq 


Don Jose Ignado Dom<^ was 
the acknowledged king of 
sherry tasters and known as El 
Nari£ “the Nose", for his as- 
tonishing ability to sniff out the 
nuances in the creation of his 










Domeoq: The Nose* 


writing on art and architecture 
-which he did with famous ef- 
fect. It was left to another part- 
ner. Pedro Domecq Lemhuye. 
a relative of the Haurie family 
which had owned the firm since 
1791, to e.xpand the business. In 
1816 IVdro Domecq quarrelled 
with the Haurie family, bought 
the business and renamed it 
Domecq after himself. 

Jose Domecq joined Do- 
mecq in 1939, became a mem- 


ber of the board in 1957 and 
from 1994 until IDeoember 1996 
was on the main board of Al- 
lied Lyons Domecq. 

In 1992, the all-party Her- 
itage Group of peers and mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, 
pa)dng our own way, and or- 
ganised b\' our imagmative and 
energetic chairman, Sir Patrick 
Cormack MP, travelled to 
Spain. Highlights included two 
hours with King Juan Carlos, 
and meetings with members of 
the government and the oppo- 
sition. the Mayor of Seville in 
Expo year, and with Don Jose 
Ignacio Domecq. 

As we descended firom our 
bus outside the winery - a 
colossal whitewashed warren 
of buildings, streets and cellars 
called “The Jerusalem of Jerez" 
- a septuagenarian hove into 
sight on an ancient Moto Guzzi 
Hispania motorbike, a Jack 
Russell dog (as always) in a bas- 
ket on the back. He descended 
from his bike and greeted each 
of his guests with a ferocious 
handshake. 


“The Nose" took us round bis 
2,500 acres of rineyards in Jerez 
superior from which come the 
well known sherry brands of 
Fino La Ina and the Double 
Century range. Afterwards we 
were shown his wonderful col- 
lection of Andahisian horses; he 
was an expert polo player well 
into his sevenbes. 

But the crowning experience 
was being taken by Domecq into 
his vaults. They must be among 
the most spectacular cellars in 
the world and none of us will 
es'er forget being given a taste 
of branefy made by the original 
Pedro Domecq in the year that 
Napoleon went to St Helena, 
1816. 

His young colleagues told us 
that Jose Domecq's personal 
s kills as a blender were stu- 
pendous. In an essay for 
Christie's Wine Companion 
(1987) be wrote; 


In the same essay he gave bis 
view of the world thus: 


in aadent bextejas one waKhes hu- 
man egos come and go - all talking 
loudly about market Dends etc in the 
jargon of the moment - uliile the 


wine ignom them all and silently 
ascs, tununfi itself with our taofm 


ages, tinning itself with our taofm 
guidance into the same lovely old 
perfeoioa enjoyed by our ancestors. 


In his book Shmy (1970), 
Julian JefEs wrote: 


At Dome's bodqa there is a cask 
of Fomina that is over 300 yeas 

old: ilhas,ofooiiise,beentefrKbed 
from time to time with old wiru of 
the same style, but it is noworacti- 
cally black and is so stioiig in uavour 
that it caimoL be drunk unless blend- 
ed with a younger wine. 


out old sherries which have Fcked 
uodisuirbed for generations, must be 
one of the most satlsfyii^ encounters 
a man can have with wme. 


Domecq was clearly tickled 
by seeing the British parlia- 
meniarians and their wives gri- 
macing at the smallest taste of 
this ancient brew. 

An Anglophile Spanish aris- 
tocrat, Domecq was a frequent 
visitor to London. When not in 
his vintner’s laboratory or tend- 
ing his properties all over Jerez, 
his second home was the Bay of 


Kitty Stein 


*Nons K iser Bekrif outside court 
dwfegher BUGcesofid Ibel sctloii 
against Pmerte ^ 1972 
Photo^aph: Hulton Getty 


signments and the awkward 
qoestioiis which never dried up. 

William MUUnship 


Htm Behff, author and jaut- 
n/iiirf bom 24 January 191^ ear- 
regrondau in Paris, 

Moscow, Brussels, Observer 
1948-78, Political Correspon- 
dau 1964-'^ books indudeTbe 

General Says No 1963, The 
T ransit nf Britan 1973. Reedom 
under Footi97i% No Havel Like 
Russian Iznvel 1979, Tito’s 
Flawed Loepey: Yugoslavia and 
the West 29hi-S4; married 1977 
Cl^ord Meddns (died 1990); 
died 22 February 2997. 


Rjr more than three quartern of 

the 20th century, at a time 
when women were expected to 
stscy at home and raise famflies, 
Kit^ Stein was one of the lay 

leaders of Jewish communal life. 

In 1923, she was chosen by 
Henrietta Szold, the charismat- 
ic leader of Hadassah, the Ajnei^ 

i c^in women's organisation for 

the 23onist cause, to beeoTO in- 
volved in that work and in the 
building of a Jewish commum- 
ty in Palestine. Later, when 
became a central figure for 
Youth AliyaJi, concerned with 
hrfn ging young chfldren out of 
Hitler’s Germany to Palestine 

and Great Britain, she met all ^ 

leaders of European Jewry in- 
volved in the dream for a Jew- 
ish homeland. By then, she h^ 
married Leonard Stein, the 1^ 
torian of the Balfour Dedaiaooo 
of 1917 and a dose associate of 
niafm Weizmann, later the fiist 
president of the State of Israel 
Fbr her 90lh birthday, her son 
Richard took her to Israel 
where she could see the fruits 
of her labours, particularly the 

youte villages and inspect friaces 

like the “Sarah K. Stein dub- 
room" in Aloney Yitzh^ and 
recall her meetings with the 
founders of Israd. When the oi- 
rator of the Weizmann Muse- 
uro explained that all the rooms 
were as th^ had been decades 
ago. Kitty Stein firmly dis- 
agreed and explained how the 

furniture dioiild be te-arnuiged. 

Recently, an interviewer 
asked Kitty Stein what she 
would e xpect at the end of her 
life. At once, she quoted 
Ch^es Khigdey's *A ftiewell”; 
Be good, sweet maid, and iei 

wbo wQl be dever. 
Do lovely things, not dream them 
all day long. 
And so make Life and Death and 
ibai vast E^r Ever 
One grand sweet song. 


Hvamson, then a professoS: 
tli Jewish Theological Sen: 
nary in Ncw Yock). Bom Sor 
K itay, in IS99, she grew i 
among the grandees of Ainc 
lean Jewish life. Her suman 
was the old Russian word f< 
China (Cathay), and her falh 
came from Lithuania. 

He was a liberal tiaditioni 
ist - the hors<» of ^ c 

rioge rested on the Sabraih 
who felt the need to live ouisii 
New York, where the Orihodi 
community kept their sbo 
open on the Sabbath. The b 
tay funuiurc stores, early pr 
ponents of the hire-puicha 
plan were dosed on Ac $a 
baA. In time, Killy joined U 
Reform roovemeau but Ae i 
wavs respected traditional Je 
ish life and AoughL If not- 
feminist, Kilty was a fi® 

fighter forwomen's rights,^ 

her own public life proved h' 

leadcrAip within Jewry. 

Kitty met Leonard Stein ar 
Zionist Congress in Vienna . 
1925. The family recalls that f 
asked her to dance; and he 6 
not like her hair “piled up 12 
that". He pulled out avital ha, 
pin, and it all nimbled denv 
She was fiirious, and fell in lo- 
whh him oa Ae spot When A. 
married three years later, si 
came badt wiA him to Engito 
despite her parents' objectior 

Kitty Stem always searcb» 
for adventures and eocounte- 
When she first visited Palesti; 
in 1923, travelling firom Alexa! 
dria to Jerusafem, she found h 
compartment invaded by Ha 
Selassie's entourage and e 
jo^d a long conversation | 
French wi A the la Acs and th! 


A 





with the enmror. During t- 
difficult 193(ls. she worked w: 


But she UKT dever. Her modesty 
concealed a formidable intellect 
and profound learning. She ex- 
plained that Kingsley quotation 
by saying: “1 believe in Aat vast 
forever and Aall become part 
of it As you caimot add to, or 
rfiminish ^m, Ae mass of Ae 
universe, 1 am part of that, too." 

Her questi^ and question- 
ing approach to fai A reflected 
Ae Aou^ts of her favourite 
teacher, Alfred NorA White- 
bead. After studying at Bar- 
narti/Columbia University in 
New York, she rejected a fel- 
lowship at Bryn Mawr so that 
she could sturfy wi A Whitehead 
at Hmvaid But she also wcriced 
wiA Harry WoL^n, professor 
of Hebrew literature and 
Aoiigbt and the great expert on 
Philo and cm Spinoza, who con- 
sidered Kitty one of Ae best stu- 
dents he had ever encountered. 

Kitty was rooted in Judaism 
(at Ae age of 16 she was tutored 
by the great Dayan Moses 


Ae Woman 5 Appeal Corap 
t<te to brii% refill chUdrelpi 
of Germany, and became pi 
of Ae executive of the Bntj 
Youth Aliyah Committee. H 
close contacts wiA Ae Wq 
manns, Rebecca Sieff, Lcj 
Nathan and Leonard Mooi 
fioie kept her active in other I 
eas of Jewish life and thou^ 
During the Seoxid World W 
she lectured to troops arou 
Britain on “Democracy" - 
site also coached students if 
convent school ] 

In an interview in Ac Jov) 
Ouoniele she stated: I 


I do not believe in the cxisk^ 
God as an esieroal faaoi. 
lure establishes its onu kmd ol 'e 
1 ^ 0 . rm biased, I suppose, bav 
been brought up as a Jew, but 1 1 
(hat our ooaceptioa of God and; 
ethical concepts are fur. Ear sup 


or to anything that anvooc else 
created and that (be (Jld Tusioa| 
has contributed more to the C9- 
lisfamentoflawandeulauK in 
em Europe than any other facti 


Geddes where he pursued his 
passion for safling. His ashes 
were nninkled over Ae waters 
of his beloved bay. 

Jose Domecq had style. Five 
days before be died of lung can- 
cer be had Ae energy to remove 
his cnq'gen mask and drink vAat 
he called “Ln Penuldma Capi- 
ta". He fought ferociously to 
protect Ae good name of “Aer- 
ly" ag^insr non-Spanish imita- 
tions. and won Ae war of 
nomenclature in Brussels in 
1994 in establishing his point 
European Directive (British 
sheny bencefoith bad to be de- 
scribed as “British fortified 
wine"). His only sadness was 
Aat in the same year his firm 
had to come under Ae control 
of Ae vaa multi-national Allied 
Lyons Drinks Co. 

lam DalyeQ 



Her husband Leonard die i 
1973, when he was 8S. KitQri > 
tmu^ to Uve in Ae Temple, ■ 
rounded by juices and Ae , 
Herviatoisoa her last biiA . 
two months before she d , 
were amazed at her clarit ^ 
thought and sharp deci ; 
judgements. At Ae West I - 
don Synagogue and Ae Vi ■ 
minster Syn^gue Ae was I 
involved m questions of n: : 
and oflitui^-and gave ac ; 
CO Ae rabbu. 


Albert H. 


Stein: that vast forever' 


Sarah Kitay, comrminity 
and educator bom Ruerson,\ 
Jasey 9 November 1899; md 
1928 Leonard Stan (died J 
one son, attd <me sai d^ea 
died Lcmdm 5 January 19^ 


Jose Igpado Domecq, vintnerand 
taster bom Jerez, Span 31 July 
1914; married l934Angdea ^- 
nandezdeBobadiUayGortzaiez 
(seien sons, five dai^itas); died 
Jaez 15 January 19^. 


Lawrence A. Fteisdunan. art 
collector and phflanAiopist, died 
London 31 January, aged 7L A 
fund-iaiser for Ae aits in Amer- 
ica and Europe, in 1991 he fend- 
ed Ae refeibisfament of Ae 
Bassae Gallery at Ae British 
Museum and made subsequent 
donations for Ae redevelop- 
ment of two of the Parthenon 
galleries. 


Raoul da Anda, film-m 
died 2 FAruaiy, aged 88. i 
of Mexican cinema ficon 
early 1930s to Ae late 1950 
Cbarro Negro”, “Ae 1 
cowboy", as he was nielmfl 
acted in. produced and dir 
over 250 movies, thej 
known be^ 5hn&i, in u4u 
starred wiA Ae actress L 
Ibvar. 


Birthdays 

TODA\^ Mr Clive Aslel. Editor. 
Coiinrn- Sir Nicholas Bavne. 

fonner Hi^ CoDumsiemer to Cana , 
da. tiO. ^ Haivld Bcclew, foimor am- 
b.issador. SR; Sir William BenUc>', 
cbairTDao, Society of I^nsioa Cou- 
sultants. TO, Miss Oaiic Bloom, ac- 
tress. 66: Sir Sicpbca Broun, fonner 
chairman. Stone-Plati ladusirics, 
91; Mr Derek Coim-ay MF. 44; Mr 
Dan Crompton, former Chief Con- 
stable. Nottinghamshire. 56; Sir 
Maurice Drake, former High Court 
Judge. 74: Mr Frank Dunlop, former 
Director of (he Edinburgh FeslivaL 
70: Mr Paul Ferris, author and jour- 
nnlist. 6S; Mr John CrecDn-ay MP. 51: 
Mr Cvniid H.irpcr, actor, 6S; Miss 
Diana Jones, jockey, 47: Professor 
Andrew MiHer, Principal, Stirling 
UnNersiiy. M: Mr Oiaite Needham, 
former ebainnan. Coalite. 73: Sir 
Richard O'Briun. former chairman, 
M.tnpnwcr Services Commission, 
77: Sir William Reid, the Ombuds- 
mtin. rib; Miss Jane Ses-mour. adivss, 
46: Miss Clare Short MP, 51: Mr Pe- 
ter Squire. former Headmaster, Bed- 
ford Modern SebooL 60; Mr John 
Si.'uner, musician. i>2: Sir Adrian 
Swire, chairman. John Swire & Sons 
Lid. 65: Sir .Alan Ward, a Lord Jin- 
ticu of .ApfwaL 59: The Right Rev 
Robert Woods. Asskianl Bishop. 
Gloucester. 85. 


Clarke, chairman of council. Bristol 
University, 65: Mr Frederick Cum- 
ing, painter. 67: Sir .Ajiihony Dow- 
elL senior principal and director of 
the Royal Ballet 54; Mr David Grif- 
Gths. portrait painter. 58: Mr F^ter 
Ham MP. 47; Mi Peter Hobday, ra- 
dio presenter, 6(h Mr Mke Holding, 
cricketer, 43: Mr Eliahu Inbal, con- 
ductor. 60; Mr Ian Lavender, actor. 
51; Professor Jack Levy.ei^eer. 71; 
Mis Anne Lonsdale. PiesidenL New 
Hall, Cambridge: 56; Mr John 
McEnroe, tennis player. 38: Mr 
Gerard Mansell, former Deputy 
Direoor-Generai of the BBC 76; Mr 
John Moore. Headmaster. St Dun- 
stan's College. Catford, 54; M 
Fraocois-XavierOnoU, fonner EEC 
Yicc-[*re$ident. economic and D- 
nancial affairs. 72; Mr i^ier Poner. 
poet, 68: Mr John Schtcsinger, Him 
diiector. 71: Sir James SwafSeld, for- 
mer Director-General and Qerk to 
the GLC. 73; Sir Peter ^^^bstc^, for- 
mer High Court judge. 73. 


No authority can be exercised without dialogue 


Anniversaries 


TOMORROW: MUs ftirti Andreas, 
singer (of the Andrews Sisieis). 77: 
Mr Pitrick Bailey, formor direnor. 
Gatwjck and Sionstod Airports, 72; 
Mr Paul Bailey. novelisL, 60; Mr Je- 
remy Bulloch, actor. 52: Professor 
Robin Clark. Sir William Ramsay 
ProfiMor of Chembiiy. University 
Cnilcgtf London, 62: Mrs Stella 


TODA\i Births: Galileo Gaiflei, as- 
tronomer and nuilhematician. 1564, 
Deaths: Cardinal Nicholas Nat 
“King" Cole (7<iathaaiel Adams 
Coles), singer and musidan, 1965: . 
Today is the Feast Day of St Agape 
of IcniLSt Sigfrid ofV'b]^, St ibn. 
CO or Tano and St \Sblfrid or Colfrid. 
TOMORROW: Births: Giambal- 
dsB Bodoni, printer and typognfiher, 
1 740. Deaths: Sir Isaac Leslie Hore- 
Belisha, Fist Boron Hore-Bclisha, 
statesman. 1957. Tomomw is the 
Rmst Day of Saints EKa* Jerony atitt 
their Companions, St GUbeh of 
Senpringhiun. Si Juliana of Cumae 
and St Onesimus the Slave, 


1 was being fonned in my fai A as a Ro- 
raan Catholic in Ae immediate after- 
maA of Ae Second Vatican Council. 
Momentous change was being embod- 
ied all around me. It was a big enough 
shock Mien my nun teachers appeared 
in modified habits, that expo^ Aeir 
le^ and hair, and changed Aeir nam es 
from Bernard and Columba to I^trida 
and Liu^. But what Aeywere teaching 
us was potential dynamite: that we were 
Ae Chunc^ Aat we had as many re- 
^nsibilities and rights as Ae Po^. 
bishops and clergy and Aat it was all 
of us togcAer who made up Ae body 
of Christ on earth. 

The Aange firom an institutional ec^ 
clesiology to an understanding of Ae 
Church as a communi^ called to serve 
Ae world was incarnated most power- 
fully in Ae changes to Ae celcbratkm of 
Ae Mass. It became a dialogue between 
iviest and people, a communal celebra- 
tion and sacrament in whicb we received 
and l»came the bcM^ and blood of QirisL 

Dialo^e was a ki^ theme of Ae Se^ 
ond "S^can Cbundi and made central 
to Ae theological process as Ae means 
tiiFoi^ which truA emerges. The laily 
were instructed 1^ the Council in its doc- 
ument Lumen Genifem to speak and aA 
out of Aeir e^iertise for the good of 
Ae whole ChunA. Thirty years on, gen- 
uine dialogue has borne fruit in some 
areas (sudi as ecumenical relations) but 
not In others. 


Ith 9 reason 


On Ash Wednesday a group of 
radical Catholics challenged 
Cardinal Basil Hume to 
return the Catholic Church to 
the spirit of the Second 
Vatican Coundl. Elizabeth 
Stuart endorses the call. 


Now a wodd-wide “We Are Church” 
movement has formed which seeks to 
recall the ecdesiastica] hierarc% to Ae 
vision of Ae Council and initiate dia- 
lo^e on issues such as Ae nature of 
priesthood and sexuality. This includes 
in Britain a coalition of CaAoIic grot^ 
Ae Jubilee People, who are cimilati^ 
a “Dedaration^ of desired reforms. 

In response Cardinal Hume quite 
rightly warned against a constant a^^ieal 
to personal conscience in matters of 
moiety. For a CaAolic (or indeed a 
Christian) moral decisions are always 
best made m the context oL and in- 
fonned by, the community of felA. In- 
deed, raaity ^AqUcs may have left Ae 
Church precisely because they were en- 
couraged by Aeir pastors to exercise 


Aeir personal conscience in matters 
of lurA control whilst Ae hiexai^y 
continued to teach its sinfulness. 

But if overdependence upon private 
judgement is mcompatible wiA the 
CaAolic eAos so too is the CarAnal's 
statement that “Aere comes a point 
where obeAence is demanded and 
docility to Ae mind of Ae Magisteri- 
lun is the proper attitude to adopt". Th ^ 
week Ae “We Are Church" movement 
wrote an open letter to C^ioal Hume 
in reqionse. 

The V^ticmi Council grounded its 
theology of auAority in the concept of 
servanAood. The fell impli^tions of 
this were not drawn out ^ the Coun- 


in and without its walls? How can t 
Church conclude women priests to 
a Aeologjcal nnpossibility wiAout fi: 
carefully listening to Ae experienc 
of those sister churches vriuch ha 
admitted women to Ae priesthoo 
particularly as the Second Vatic: 
Council acknowledged Aat the spirit ' 
revelation and Ae quality of diAoli 
ity were not confined to Ae Ronu 
CbuFcb? 

Au Aeotic dialogue changes all to 


ties and Ae reform groups Aould^ 
prepared to end up in a place very 
ferent from where Aey stait^ • t 
should the hierarchy. Dialogue throufi 
letter has a vcnei^Ie history in A 
Christian Church: it is how St Pat 
worked and refined the Aeology whic 
was to become Ae foundation of s 
much Oiristian belief and practice. Hi 
theok^ is Ac product of dinlt^ie will 
his amuntmities. 

How appropriate it therefore is tha 
Ae latest exchanw in the dialogue bc4 
tween the Caidual and Ae Jubilet 
People should take place on Ast 
Wednesday, when the whole Churd 
dons ashes as a visible sign by Ae body 
of Qinst that it has failed to be what 


cU but were taken up tw feminist and 
hheiatioo Aeoio^ns: leaders do not 
own power but hold it on behalf of a 
community to whom they are ac- 
countable for its use. The language of 
servanAood and force is mutually in- 
conqiatible. In the lifeofliinitywe have 
a model of a community, sharing and 

exchangiim power, of t^amic Aa- 




logue withm God’s sel { which should be 
reflected in His oeonle. 


reflected in His people. 

The root meaning of Ae word au- 
Aority is “to cause to grow or enlarge, 
to increase”. Dialogue is a necessaty 
prerequisite to Ae exercise of auAor- 
ity. For how h Ae Church to know what 
diminishes and what enlarges the dig- 
nity of gay people and women unless 
it en^iges in di^c^e wiA those wiA- 


- -- — — ouw ivi ui. 

It IS called to be, the pilgrim people of 
God living out in its own h^g Ac 


radical mutuahty, equity, and power 
sharing of Ae Holv IHnity, 
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O n a mOd Saturday morning in a iela- 
tweiy comfortable, relati^ secure 
Bntain, Albania is doubfless ferfrom 
me mmds of most of our readere. It is fer 
from the mmds of most people. That is one 
reason why it has degenerated so rapidly into- 
sucb ana^mess. 

Albania has, admittedly, been a nasty- 
mess for most of the last SO years. *When its 
■people rose up to thiow the Communists out 
lof power, they h<^ it could be otherwise. 
But President Sah Bezisha and his Democ- 
ratic Parly, once the bri^ hopes of south- 
eastern Europe, have succumbed to the 
■temptations <n power. 

, For a long time, two things about 
Albanians. were well-known in Britain- one, 
that tiieir election results were implauabfy 
one-sided; two, that Nbnnan \^^om was a 
national hero. 

• Now we need to pay more serious atteo- 
-tion. A timti &ct has come to tiie nation’s- 
‘attention:'the place is run by gangsters. Yes- 
terday and tod^T ^ report a fourth impor- 
tant htct: our Government and our govern- 
ing party have supported these gangsters, 
long after it should have become obvious to 
them that they were 'up to th^ elbows in 
OOTTUption. 

•; Along with all the peoples of Eastern 
Europe, Albanians were made promise 
the West; “Come into tiie family of dem<v 
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A small neifl^our that we have foiled 


cratic nations, and we will help you to obtain 

the Mts of liber^ and capitalism.’* That 
• promise has been betrayed. In their naivety, 
Albanians elected a pyramid-seller as pres- 
ident His slogan was: “Pot your investment 
in the Democratic Party. It can only go 
h i ^ er.** It ^ould have bera obvious in the 
west that the interest oSered on govenunent- 
I backed accounts unsustainable and 
would ultimately damage faith m the free 
market and democrat. 

Now Ahiania has become a ^ngster state 
where democracy is once ag»^ a sick joke, 
the opposition can aspect to be beaten up 
and inmrisooed, with an economy based cm 
smugelmg, exploitation, drugs snd extortion. 

There are many reasons wby this has been 
allowed to happen. We are jgaoiant of ooim- 
tri^ like Albania, and in the post-^ld 
gloaming most oS us (and many politicians 
and' public servants) don’t re^ -want to 
botb^ about what seems a peripheral coun- 
by. For those who did take an interest he^ 
ing the countries ofEastem Europe to move 
■smoothly to democracy was a laudable awn. 
But poh'ticians have to make a judgement 
about whom tb^ are helping a^ it seems 
that smne of the more a^ous on the polit- 
ical light saw Albai^ in out-of-date terms. 
Once the Communists were pitched out of 
power, the right was the 01 ^ bulwark of 
demomcy and capitalism, in toeir view. An 



^enior officers 

^ The Scott Report into Ae anns- 
' to-Iraq scandal, published a year ago 
today, demonstrated the urgent need 
fora stricter ap[»oacb to weapons 
transfers. The case for restraiot is 
' often arguedonhumanitaiiaii 
founds. What is not staled is that 
Our own armed forces are 
endang^d by iU-conceived exports. 
This is a powmiil rationale for 
stricter espoTt oonttols. 

*' There are compefling mflitaiy 


V* 


sates to r^ioiiscf tenaoD and 
instabniiy.'lhe “boomeiazig effect” 
resulted .m European 
wBiqiomi sujquied I9 theum 
govenunehts in praoe-keeping 
operations in Somalia, and 

-Bosnia. During the Gulf war, AlUed 
forces facedthe hea^ ann^ Ira^ 
forces, equipp^ as aresult ofthe 
of aims and inilitHiy 

eq mpinffn r f myn fhf; 

.UBioninthelSB0s./.::^n V 

It is ispoDtant that OUT forces have 
ihe-bestweuKmsavaflaUBi.but itis 
oftra argueo tiiat m onlertbsuhadise 
foecbst of developlDg new techno^^ 
We ne^ to oyott new weapons 
s^^xdns. oonstraioBd defies 
budgets, the espoit potential of new . 








Brttnh tnrapM hr flA Giif war > facing EnBapoan weapons bi kac^ hands 

bavetodevdopinansneweqiuipnient the anns trade at the ougoingEU 


foranyfotore develdpmem. For 
example, the UKgonrernment is 
alrea^ marketing tiie EurofigUer m 
toe Middle East bdbie toe prc^ has 
r^Khed completion. By fre^ 
eiqxirtiiig die ssune weapons used by 
our own forces we are arming 
pQtentia] fohire opponents a^ so. 

Bulled DKA suspect 
suodherbaby 

Sir: The suggestion (“IRA suimect 
to be handcuffed during birth , 13 
February) that Roisiu McAliskey 
is to be handcuffed during the 
birth of her child is completely 
■untrue. 

The Prison Service made clear in 
. January 1 996 that women would not 
be baodcnfied during diildbirUi. 
V^propriatesecui^aiTai^emeats ' 
always be put in place, ^ once a 
^M j ^ner ffliesMtoho^talforthe 1 

. purpose mgjviue^birtht^xestram^ I 
are removed u^msDCfa time asxhe | 
prisoner is moved from the. hospital 

to prison. I 

. This applies equa^ to 
Roisin McAuskey. 

RICHARD TOT 
DvedorGeneral 
HM Prison Senice . . 

London SWl 

■ ^ Tife wish to express our cfismay at 
the refill yti again, to grant bail to 

RmsinMcAlisk^ 

It is impostible to imagine a 
justificatiim for keeping an 
aethmarif^ pregnant yomig wo man in 
• oontotions which indude being so^ 
sewhed twice daflyi as vrell as before 
' and after yirits, in vitoicfa in any rase 

phyrical contact is precluded. 

- cemeur in Amnesty’s 

l^o^emeot that. ^ arrangement 
resulting in a separation of mother 
and baby fbllovn^ tiie birth wonld 

■ amount to esuel, inhuman and 
deluding ireatmmit for both. 

; - urge toe Nome Secretary toact 

immediateiy to ensure a humane 
outcome in tte tn^ case. 

' The' Rev Ihribssor PATRICK 
HAWON ■ 

.CftdffTnuR 

'Jlncsk Coffvmssfon firrPnsoners 
.'Omseas 
. DubBn . 

. SiJTWhethCT'Qroot Roisin 
MgA RAiy^ pnTiy rrfaiy crime, her 
‘ -ba^ ia'ceitam^innocent. lb 
sentence it tobesqiarated frms its, 

iiahiral carer and likt food-source is 

nothing less than wicked. 


toietauaeytedmolasfoaledge. foter-CkiveznmentalCozifereDce. 

Unihnexalsqp{BFoa/db^ Accompanied by smnlarmitiath^ 

are often confounded by a fraic^ in the US and toe UN, toe 

oftnde-“lfwedoiiTdoitaonieQne intxoductonofsudbiacode would 


else wflr.Tbngher control and- s^nificantiy reduce the levels of 

restraint measures are therefore human lights abuses, conflict, death 

requiredatanatioQal,Eurqpean, anddestr^oncaus^by 

and inteniatanallevd. Support irreqxmaUeanDsecqportsto 

continues to buQd for the repressive tegimes and iraons of 

introductiduofacodeofcondoctaa ceorioxL The code ofcoud^would 

Media fidk give marriage a bad press 


' Sin 'V^gtoia Ironside’s sad piece on' 
marriage (12 Fitonore) instances 
her own and others' mrasteis. She 
writes of her sense “T* being taken 
' over by the “we”aad concludes that 
formaxiypeople the institution of 
marriage u now sim^ too dffienh 
to sustain^ 

I wonder S thtt u tsoe-for a higher 
percentage of jonrnaluts and media 
peopfo than for othois. People in 
there professions nMKKl to be : 
indiviauaUstic: o^xf they hxve their 
own dcBieient are- th^ likely to 

succeed in such ahigh-presaited 
competitive envnpnmentJPeifaaps 

suc(»^make it ^fodto achierc the 
balance of “JT needed for 
marriages 

lliisvrould be l^ma^i^cn 
themselves alone, excm that th^ 
form a cnidaJ part of toe social 
climate - the iwas andputlook 


aroohd all of u& Lack ot belief in 
the sustainability of marifage may 
be an inqiortant factor.mmaldng 
marriagemorediiflSt^ffot all ot 


sotoe partnership sbo^d he ended 
Sometuues this is necessary; often 
it is not. Given a rfitnate in which 


difficulties can be tboughtabont 
(perhaps with some ontside help) 
rather than acted upon, many of us 
can find constructive ways of 
balanciim the “r and “we”. 

Amaai^, over 60 per cent of ns 
still do sustain marriage or long- 
term partnerships. Let’s celebrate 
that. 

PATHURFORD 

5/-4lh07i’s, 

JfertfonMdn? 

Su: I le^ the recent ]^ropwsfr for a 
ten- or five-year mamage contract 
(“Thousands do it, bol B ii time we 
refonned marriage?”, 10 F^roaiy) 
wito a sense of vu. In the 

foreword to his novel Brave Netv 
Warid (1932). AUous Huriey writes 
There are already certain American 
dries m -wbicb the nuoMier of divofces 
is equal (o the number of znaniages. 
In a few yean, no doitot, maziiage li- 
oeoces wOl be nAi lil» dc^lteencea, 
good for a period of twelve months, 
-with DO law against efaanging dogs or 
keeping more than one anhoai at a 
rime. 

One wonders whether his other 
predictions will also come true. 
ALEWIS 
WUm^w, 

Cheshire 


boOd-TO of delay^ maO if this was 
done, when the iniquitous two-tier 
system was introdum I resisted it for 
some hi the end snccumbed. I shall in 
fotura staxxm aD opr lecters second 
I dasBiinchumigthsoDe. 

Iausonleakey 

Garden Hertfordshire 
MTmsietter,daud 12 t^bruary, arrived 
onl4FAniory 


Archives in dsmger of being* broken up? We can help 


Sin Fiofessor Buchanan (Letters, 14 
Htomazy} for a national agpney 

I to control the “degeneration ofthe 
I Datiotialheritage’^oGeiQitofifldbytoe 
j break-up of naoonaDy important 
archives in diesale room. 

The Royal Oommission on 
H^orieal Manuscripts dora already 
offermai^oftbeservicestbat ' 
Rroflaw Bndunan supposes not .to 
be available. It is, for example, one oi 

our prfoc^ datiesto“ideni^the 
owners ofuttolvri materiri wiui 
heTfragc^ne” and subject to tbeir 
consent to maintam a pohlk^ 
avaibbfe xeconl of tiieir faokmigs in 
the National Re^ster of Archives, 
whose indexes are now widely 


available on the Inlernet 
(btip.’www Juncgoy.uk) as well as in 
the public search room here. 

m are alw^vnitagto advise 
owners about the disposal of their . 
aidiives by gift, sale cu' loan to 
approp ri ate national (y local 


w also regulariy offer free guidance 
to owners who to retiun th^ 

archives. A vital adritoiy role is also 


OTtish Records Assodation and the 
Buriness Arebivra Comicil, the 
Contempoiaiy MedScal Ardii^ 
Centre at the WsOcome Institute and 
The National Gatalogv^ Uiiit for 
toe Aicfaives of Dmteinpqraiy 


Scientists at Professor Buchanan^ 
own former dqaitment, not to 
aeotioo the network of local 
authority r^end offices. 

We can also pat repositories hi 
touch with potential grant-awarding 
bodies and alert the latter to any 
mejor sales known to be pepding^ 

What seiiher the CozmnissioD nor 
miy of is partners m the field can do 
is to cofflM an owner to consult us or 
prevent tnesrieofanarduvein 
separate lotstithatstoe owner’s 
chosen course. 

CHRISTOPHER RTTCHING 
Secretary, TTtePoyaiCemnussionon 
MortuscTpts 
LoruimWC2 


Qdnbria 


Letters fho^ be aridimsed to Leoen ID the Ettoq The ladepeDdcn^ Ore Canada Sqaai% Camiy Wha^ Loodwt E14 51NU 
(IkB M71<^ 205fe lc9fers@iDd9cadaidxo.eiri and indiide B daythoe tdqriiOBe nomba 

Letten may be ediied fer Icagih anddaefoL We r^ctvwast oDible (0 acksawkdge ospeUisbed kocss. 


anthoritarian conservative like Sali Berisha 
seemed preferable to a retum to the ^y$ of 
Communism. Mfow we know that the inteili- 
^nce agencies have been reporting bade to 
national ra pitals for some time that toe rit- 
iiaiinn in Albania was deplorable. People 
have not hkened. 

Others might have worse reasons for tum- 

ing a blind eye: it seems that some peo- 
ple in Eurc^ have found it profitable to let 
comiptioD run rife in a small, obscure cor- 
ner of south-eastern Europe while money is 
made. 

The United States, to it credit, seems 

to have realised that toings were going 
wrong. Europe, and especially France and 
Italy, have b^n blind; Britain and Germany 
are dithering. This country is on our 
dooxst^ and we should care more that it is 
an unjust place. More concrttely, drug- 
smuggling through Albania, poUti(» dirin- 
tegration and money^laundering ^ve us 
plenty of reasons to do something about it. 

Britain is further away, but we have been 
culpable all the same. Hie Government 
went out of its way to be nice to Mr Berisha 
wtoen the going was good, and it has not done 

imieh to ghanpft its Ifaft DOW things have gOOe 

wrong. 

Thm is DO reason to think that British pol- 
has been motivated by a desire to see 
gangsters in power. But it is dear that a pref- 


erence for a right-wjoger has created a blind 
spot Britain likes stabili^ in the. Mediter- 
ranean, and has done for a centi^; and sta- 
bility often injustice. Having a friend 

in *nrana - a man who professed ^rmpatl^ 
with the gr>a!g and values of Conservatimsm, 
and with Britain, must have seemed 
attractive. 

There is a much broader point here than 
the direction of British foreign poliqr in toe 
Balkans. Albania is not the onfy oountiy drift- 
ing back into a nightmar e, 'nroughout the 
worid, many of the states that have emerged 
blinldog into toe daylight from toe rubble of 
toe Soriet Union and its satellites are now 
sliding badt into the darkness again. In 
most cases, it is the same combination of 
indolent ignorance and short-sighted self- 
interest on toe part of the that is 
reqionsible. 

A world where gangsters rule will not be 
a pleasant one. But that is what we face if sit- 
uations like that in Albania are allowed to 
flourish. The solution pressed upon us by the 
professionals - rebuild our defences, throw 
a few millin n pounds more at toe security ser- 
vices -will not address this problem. Organ- 
ised crime and its links to politics is one of 
the bluest problems which we face in toe 
world today, and ministers remind us of that 
almost daily. If by their failure they have 
encouraged it, then we want to know. 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- 

call for tighter curbs on arms exports |] 


Drop the futile 
‘war on drusrs’ 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


also help safeguard the livesof our 
ownforces. 

The opportunity to implement an 
EU code of contoxs emsi$now-but 
it needs toe support of Britain. We 
'Would urge toe Government to . 
support this ini ti ati v e. 

Genenl Sir HUGH BEACH 
HeM Marshal Lord CARVER 
Admire] Sir JAMES EBERLE 
londanWCl 

In Scotland^ the mail 
alwa(7S gets through 

Sin It m list be diSersit in Engiaad 
and Wales, judging by the recent 
readers’ letters complaiazDgofpoor 
deliveries offirst-d^ mail. Ws live at 
toe end of a half-mile of steep fenn 
track; toe only visfole babitahos s toe 
farm itself, a quarter mile below onr 
house. IIm msul arrires at toe door 
daily, usually by 8am, often 
containing leOere prated toe previous 
day byone of our dau^ters in rural 
Devon or rural Northumberland. 

Please,, Lord, don’t allowtoem to 
privatise toe FoA Office; many in 
Scotland would lose a treasured 
service. 

DERES FABIAN 
Afikon, Strathdyde 

Sin The best would be for all mail 

to be stamped second dass. The Post 
Office could not possCbfy allow a 


Sm The ridiculons^ out-dated 1971 
Misuse of Drugs Act ispatenih not 
stoppm| the great Britm puboc from 
coosum^ ever greater quantities fay 
oiminaisnig tbeir ure (“liainqiotting: 
toe reality”, 13 Fefaroaiy). 

The new Home Ofi^ report 
demonstrates that govenimeDt poluy 
is giving £600m per year to violent 
criminal gangs in Ltmdon alone every 
year. I propose the Goveimnent 
legalise caunabis, tax it, and use the 
moDQr m subridire proper education 
and harm-ieduciioo campaigns 
against hard drugs. 

Thouj^ toe public has accepted 
that drug-taking is as commoiqilace 
as, and safer than, maiq^ legal 
activities the Government contiones 
in its futile On Drugs, dei^mg 

aiy debate ~ even on the subject of 
medicmal cannabis. 

JON THOMPSON 
Maedesfidd, CSteshne 

SinOnceagainwebear ofslavnig 
refugees. Once again the worid’s 
eoveromeots and toe UN igoare a vital 
food su{^ -- ea^ to grow; two to three 
cn^ a year, grows ahnostaiwvdiere, 
DO pestosdes or ailifidal feitmseiSL 

For thousands of years much of the 
human race survived from cannabis 
seed, using H to make ^uel and 
bread. Tb^ toe ^ant is banned 
almost everywhere, seeming 
' because those in power do not warn 
people to get hignu The maz^ 

I medocmriusesracasBabisare 


^ ^^T1|rial by newqrepei” is 
I I the emotive, tossed- 
A. about term for mnch 
I ofwhat modem papers do -it 
' is what red-faced MBs snarl 
' when cornered, as in the Neil 
Hamilton case. Wb were con- 
ducting *iTial by newspaper” 
yesterday morning on the front 
page, when we attacked Wt»t- 
em politicians over the gang- 
ster-state of Albania, and we 
. continue toe proseention with 
relisb this morning. 

We did call 01 Simpson a 
mnrderer on the front page, 
and some readers objected - 
but tbat followed a case 
which had in effect oonviaed 
trim as a kDIer. In most exam- 
ples, “trial by newqiaper” is 
rc^ a sbortband for journal- 
istic finger-pointing and we 
assume that proper legal or 
political process wiH follow - 
that I^uliraeat wiD act, or that 
a criminal inosecution will be 
brou^L 

But the jaw-dropping behav- 
knaotTTteDasfyMmyesua^ 
is in another league. nam- 
ing five umxnricled men as toe 
murderers of Stephen 
l.awreDce and duJJeoging 
them to sue, it acted as a revo- 
lutionary tribunal of public 
opinion. 

My instinctive reaction was 
an admsiDgga^: it was a jour- 
salistxc ccNqi de thiatre which 


Surety the “fai^” of canoabis B not 
the real reason, considering that 
daognocisaDdaddktivealcoliolis 
l^aL Cbuld it be psessura from toe 
am^wiire swfakhmalreinegective 
mtoetfe drugs* pesticides and 
fertfliseis, diraei and plastics? Hemp 
grown for febric (toe word ‘“canvas” 

comes from toe Dutch word for Imn^X 

paper, feel, oiLpamis, and mediches, is 
cheaper, betterand witoim pcdlutibn. 

More leascms to vote for a L^alise 
r^nnahU«mciMgti» in the electioiL 
JACK GIRLING 

' Chairman, Campaipi to LegaBse 
I CarmalMsInterrmiorutlAsKdasion 
I Nonvidi 


trial by newqiaper” is 
. sbortband for jcximal- 


Turn-aroiuid 

Sin In toe d^iths of toe recessicHi, 
1991-1992, era aitidnn of 
gpveromentpo^ was met with toe 
mantra, “We wish we could do 
something about it but the world is in 
r ecessfon; these things are brand our 
centroL” Now that toe global economy 
is 00 a better footing (oh yes, and an 
election approaching m toe UK^ toe 
saine bund are chuming aD toe crediL 
SIMON CAUEN 
UUieGaddesden, Hertfordshire 

Stealing history 

Sfr: Whife mnumerable fbreigti 
artefocts be in toe British Museum it 
in becomes us as a nation to caD anQT 
Other coflector a toief(“Pictares that 
nrove the guilt of M^e Dayan”, 14 
mauaiy). We should, in just 
reparation, donate a l aope r iy 
eartbquake-resistaiit museum to ' 
Athens to house the Parthenon 
Marbles. 

BVMELA DONOHUE 
Sheffiebi 

Brain cjqiacitj 

Sin Wth cefereiice to the discusrioo 
about toe relative Inaintize of 
women and men (^hixiquest, 10 
February; Letters, 13 Fsbnaiy), 
surety there is'a correlation bmwito 
other parts of the human anatomy? 

It's not the size that matters, but what 
you do with it 

MARGARET BROOKES-TULLETT 
Hwdunn, mstSussex 


I thought. Getting a murder 
prosecution m the climate of 
tear surrounding the case, with 
' the accused refusmg to answer, 
had proved impossible. So the 
ilfizu were ahead ao^ following 
toe brave Lawrence family’s 
enuade, convicted them 
anyway. 

The hard truth is toat news* 
papers are not juries, nor are 
emtors judges. We ^t above 
ourselves at our pent the MazTs 
challenge to “sue us if you 
dare” summons toe blooiL but 
conceals toe huge disparity of 
fioandal forces that would then 
come into plw. Knowing that, 
and bavittg slung toe placard 
“murderer” round free 
men, what does the Mail think 
should happen next? What if 
they were tyi^ed? There are 
scores of trials every week 
which end in a way someone 
thinks unjust: how would it 
feel if new^pm took even 
half of them up, in (his w^ 
if toe accused killers were 
bla^ 


Criminal standards of evi- 
dence can be finstratmt occa- 
skmalty infuriatoig, but toey are 
an essential civil protection 
against injustice - and that can 
create other injustice. It's a 
bad system, but better than 
any of the other ones, ^iog a 
jourodJist is great ftm and a 
great privilege, but there is a 
sense of hubris about the trade 
whidi is becoming unsettlin& 
The line between fearlessty 
accusing and simple bultyiqg 
blurs veiy easity. 

Now; a shameless pufi^ a piece 
of free advertising, a blatant 
abuse Of my edito^ position. 
An Ipewich-based publisher, 

The hard truth is 
that newspapers 
are not juries, nor 
areeditors 
judges. We get 
above cursd-ves at 
our peril 


the GoJgonooza Press, has pro- 
duced a collection of ess^ ity 
an elderly Kentudcf u^aoco 
farmer by the name of Wendell 
Beny - it’s called Standing on 
£sri6. So? \^foU, Berry is some- 
time ^lecial, a wise and Tacti- 
cal writer on man’s relations 
with toe planet. He produces 
poetry, essays, short stories, 
travel diaries and novels. He 
writes “about” educadoi, form- 
ing, poetry, relirion, energy 
^ marriage but tow all merge 
into one another and toe ovei^ 
all effect is of a brilliant and 
seamless intelligence roving 
throu^ toe most difficult chaf 
leimes of the modern worid. 

Even where you com^etety 
disagree with Berry (as 1 do, 
about quite a lot) you know you 
are in the prated presence of 
an extraordinaiy nund. How 
does he write? A little as one 
imagines Jefferson ought if he 
were alive today. One ^ 
thwarted aznbitiorawas to edit 
a selection of Beny for a British 
audience. Now, instead, all I 
need to do is recommend this 
one. 


AndrewMarr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


The level of alcohol consumed at these londies it unlikety 

that those attending toem could do any work in the afternoon, 

let alone stand up - Goidon Snttoii, £)rafor.AiidEroc nywrtoig OR 
junkets by Labour eaaeUhisbtlloncaster ^ 

1 warn to join in this circus atmot^ere that's out there at 
this time - (XI Simpson, refitdng to eoament on the $21m m 
damm a jury ordered him to pt^ ttfter ded^ he kUkd his 
ex-tvtfeandherjnend 

It’S like a fresh, dean page m 1 997 for me, and I hope in nw traih 
els I may be able to inspiie other prople to kero &hting and have 
courage-flteDDcbessonhri^rdS&tgCff/dki^vfoM^ 
her debts and her under control 


I rtonmgettinginairiedlod^.rmzabed-Uam(3all^faa;n»t«ir 
One of toe few things tm wl^ aU maiitethm academics and prao- 
I titianersagreeisthatif(heproductisiul:^i,noainoumof&pe 

win make it sell The Referendum Party is a textbook example- 

ProfPeSivk.^vrm&e,LondonBusmes^Sdtod 

Wlqr go out for a hamburger when you can have steak at home** - 

Paul Newman, oetoi on bOigfaithjul toiasnitfe, Joarare VVbodw^ 










the saturd^ story 


Murdered 


because he 


After Stejdien Lawrence died in a ‘racist 
attack’, the police ran into a wall c£ 
silence. Peter Popham explains why 


C an black people 
expect justice in 
Britain? Neai^ four 
years after it hap- 
pened, the murder 
of Stephen Lawrence confronts 
the nation's ethnic minorities 
with that stark question. 

They have looked on while 
high-profile cases such as the 
murder in Somers Town, north 
London, of the white boy 
Richard Everitt tw a gang of 
Bengali youths, or the murder 
of west London headmaster 
PhiUip Lawrence were brought 
with bniial efiicieni^ to con- 
vktion and sentence. In both 
cases, the culprits got life. 

But in the case of Stephen 
Lawrence, stabbed to death at 
a bus stop in Eltham. south 
London. c\'ery recourse has 
ended in failure and Gnistrutioa 
nie Crown Prosecution Service 
dto^d the prosecution of two 
youths in mia-trial. citing insuf- 
lident evidence. The private 
prosecution broujght by the 
Lawrence family failed last year 
on the same grounds. 

It started out as a strictly 
south London news stoi}'. but 
each futile trip through the 
legal n'stem intensified media 
interesL because there are few 
things we like more than a real- 
life .'^oap. Bui when the case 
back into the headlines yester- 


day at the end of the jong-post- 
poned inquest, it was the same 
old story -unlawrfui killing, yes; 
an *nnprovoked racist attad; by 
five wdiite ^uths**, no less - the 
Coroner’s jury ^ling way out on 
a limb in selling h'out so 
clearly. But no convictions, no 
sentences, no justice. 

We were also treated to the 
spectacle of the Daily Mail 
mctaxnorphoang-almcadahra 
- into a sudden chan^ion of the 
dowmtrodden mmorities, calling 
the ^ white youths "murder; 
eis", pure and simple, and dar- 
ing them to sue the Mail if they 
denied h was true. This was rare 
and strange, refreshing or nau- 
seating according to taste, and 
certai^gr^bed the attention. 
But justice it ain't - neither for 
Stephen Lawrence nor for those 


soroected of kiUmg him. In fact, 
if the MaiT s crusade caused a 


if the MaiT s crusade caused a 
iuitber civil case against the five 
named vouths to be aborted, it 
would ^ave had precisely the 
opposite effect to that whi^ the 
paper claims to intend. 

Stephen Lawrence, an A- 
levcl student whose parents 
came to Britain from Jamaica, 
was standing at a bus stop on 22 
April 1993 with a friend when 
a gang of while youths ran up 
to them, calling "WhaL what, 
nigg er?'" and one of them 
stabbed him fatallv with what 
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was later described as a lO-incfa 
knife. Stephen and his friend 
ran 200 yards to try to escape, 
but Stephen collapsed and died 
from loss of blooa 

It is the police's activity or 
lad; of it over subsequent hours 
and days that is at die heart of 
much of the Lawrence femfly’s 
anger over the handling of the 
case. Why did the police, who 
arrived at the scene as Stephen 
lay dying, not immediately 
launch a hunt for the killers? 
Why did they seem more inter- 
est^ in qukzing his famify 
about any possibflity of crimi- 
naJity in Stephen’s own back- 
ground (there was none) than 
in tracki^ down the guilty? As 
Stephen's mother Doreen put 
it in a statement read outside 
the coroner's court by ber sis- 
ter on Thursday; "Right from 
the start on the night our son 
was murdered, it seemed that 
in the minds of the police, he 
was onlv a black boy - w)^ 
bother?^ she said. 

Of course, this version of 
police thinkiag is vi^rousiy 
rejected by the poIi<% them- 
selves. "Words simply cannot 
express the enormous Apathy 
we have for the Lawrence fam- 
ify” Metropolitan Police Assis- 
tant Commissioner Ian John- 
ston said, pointing out that 
2,^ people have been inter- 





Tebbit in places like Ching. 
ford when: many of them 
fetc^d up. 

Eltham in soiiib Londonis 
another such place. With its 
ritdxm dev’elopment of 1930s 
semis, it might look bleak to 
many people, but to anyone 
coming here fix>m the toaer 
blocks and mean tcrracs^ 
the East End, it is the 
promised land. And Bdiam's 
young thugs have taken it 
upon themselves to ke^ the 
mflif honey for their own 
kind. 

Dr Mark Johnson, senior 
researcher at the Centre fin- 
Kfiseaxch in Ethnic Rclatkos 
at the UniversiQ' of ^ihiwick 
grew up nearby. “The young 
workmg-class white lads in 
Eltham have seen places 
north of Eltham such as 
Deptford going black, and 
they see themselves as trying 
to hold the line,” he says. 
“People will tell you 'blacks 
are biqittg bouses north of 
the South Circular Road, but 
not here yet'. These are peo- 


ple who have got out of the 
E^ End and wne slightly 
up in the world and th^ 
want to keep thixigs the way 
they are.” ^ 




Stephen Lawrence: killed by those who took furtive territoriality and turned K into a perverted crusade 


riewed m the inquiry and 70 sus- 
pects investigate 

The view that the police were 
themselves guilty of a sort of 
passive racism durhig the inves- 
tigatioo, of inertia and lack of 
ardour in bringing the case to a 
conclusion, may be quite wreog. 
We have no way of knowing 
But it is thoroughly under- 
standable. And the o^ way to 
prevent such a suspicion form- 
ing would have bren to move 
heaven and earth to see that jus- 
tice was done. 

There is, for instance, the 
question of witness protection. 
The youths accused and then 
acquitted of the murder, and 
«4io the Mail now names as 
murdereiSi were members of a 
gang of white, jobless school 
dropouts who got their kicks, 
and doubtless tteir twisted self- 
esteem. from assaulting blacks, 
painting racist graffiti and so on. 
They fancied themselves as 
gan^ters; two of them, NeQ and 
Jamie Arourt, modelled them- 
selves on the Kray brothers, and 


like the Krays, their reputation 
relied on creating a mood of 
fear within their territory. In 
this, they seem to have been 
successful; although they were 
considered prime suspects in 
the murder by people in the 
neighbourhood, nobody had 
the courage to make a state- 
ment incriminating them. 


W itness protection is 
expensive and much 
in demand, and it is 
arguable that, because the 
accused were not seriotis pro- 
fessional criminals but only 
nas^ young punks, it woold 
have been inappropriate to 
spend much on protecting wit- 
nesses In this case. One witness 
was protected, at a cost of thou- 
sands of pounds, but refused to 
co-operate further when his 
name became known. 

\Sfith hindsi^t, and consid- 
ering the damage that has b^n 
done by the case to relations 
between police and ethnic 
minorities, much more of this 


should have been done; if it had 
been, it might have elicited a 
statement smBdenti^ dama^g 
to bring about a conviction. 
Instead, the lack of forenric eri- 
dence or sold testimooy added 
to the wall of silence thrown up 
by the accused since M^ 1993. 
caused public and private pros- 
ecutions to coUapK. 

Yet an even more woirying 
thought is that even if there bad 
been witness protection, 
Stephen Lawrence's killers 
might have got away with h. At 
issue is a sulqect most of us 
probabty consider too primitive 
to concern us much - territori- 
ality. Yet if the theory and 
practice of ethnic cleansing can 
drag the polhks of an ostensi- 
bly modem European country 
such as ex-Yugpslaria into war 


and catastrophe, then territo- 
riality, mos^ unseen, often 


elaborately genteel in its man- 
ifestations, remains a power in 
our land, too. 

In middle-dass sifouibs, they 
twitch the lace curtains, 


words out mth painful slowness 
as if their coloined interlocutor 
were inevitabfy a cretin. Hie 
chatter in the pub dies 
when the black man walks in; 
heads turn, then turn back, and 
nothing is said. 

Evasiveness and hypocrisy 
are the classic middlcHclass 
response to the challenge of a 
multi-ethnic socieiy, yank little 
Johnny out of the Ion^ school, 
not for racial reasons, God for- 
bid, but to give him the best 
possible start in life with those 
who share his values. Move 
house yourseff for cleaner air, 
bigger garden, less crime - 
never, ever, to get away from 
the festering raraaJ tensions at 
the inner dty. 

In the East End, the white 
working class bu fled in huge 
numbers for the outer suburbs, 
the Green Belt and the pale 
wastes of deepest Essex, and 
race has been an important 
factor in this Great Trek - 


hence the popularite of the 
politics of the like of Norman 


Y oung hooligans to the 
outade wcjrld, in their 
own iiTMgininffl they 
are protectiim their commu- 
nity from alien incursion. 
They arc taking the furtive, 
tacit, di^uised territoriality 
that permeates our sodete 
and turning it into a per- 
verted crusade. While some 
potential witnesses in the 
Stephen Lawrence murder 
case may have held their 
tongues out of fear, others 
probably did so in a gesture 
of solidarity. ^ 

Certain things iRfe 
improved in Eltham since 
that terrible day three years 
1 ^. Makhan Bajwa, director 
of the Greenwich Coundl for 
Racial Equality, points to the 
unit curated join^ die local 
authority and the police which 
invest^tes all racial attacks in 
the borough, and whose dear- 
up rate for racial attadcs last 
year rose from 29 per cent to 44 
per cent. A “piotessional wit- 
ness scheme” to bring evidence 
in cases of radal harassment was 
launched recently, and iberc is 
a 24-hour helpline for harass^ 
ment victims. 

In ways such as these, the 
lives of the self-st^ed champi- 
ons of ^riiite communities are 
made more dlEficulL But the 
fundamental problem doesn’t 
go away. Stephen Lawrence's 
killeis remain free. Radal ind- 
deots in England and V^^les 
rose by three per cent in 1<9S- 
6 to a total of 12022. Whefir 
upfront and rampant and 
flaunting tea-inch knives, or 
buried in comfortable layers of 
seif-deoeit and obfuscation, the 
primitive urge for territorial 
monopoly survives. Until we 
confront and defeat it, justice 
for Britain’s blacks wiU remain 
a scarce commodity. 


jo brand’s 



week 


I was at the Comedy Store in 
London last Friday night and 
the subject of tbe McCall/ 
Lewis fight came up. As all 
the other acts were 
perfonning there the 
following night when it was 
on (tbe dressing room has a 
telly with SkyL they decided 
they would ^ watch it. Then 
the words “pay per view" 
floated into the air and 
everyone's face dropped as 
this is felt 1^ most propie to 
be a big BSIqtB cod. A couple 
of days later, I was speaking 
to another friend who had 
really wanted to watch tbe 
fight, but wasn't prepared to 
fork out the extra tenner. 

This situation will become 
more and more common until 
only sports are left that arc so 
dull no one is prepared to pay 
extra to watch them. Bowls? 
Carriage driving a la Prince 
Philip? Lacrosse? These are 
what will be left to the poor 
old BSl^B viewers. How to 
change this, tbou^? 
Unfortunately, the only thing 
that will force BSkyB to back 
down is if enough people 
boycott “pw per view". Well, 
pigs might fly, I suppose. 


training. 1 thmh of many^ 
ID any things 1 would rather 
do months rtf grndling 
training, let alone foe actnal 
cxpeditioiL Unfortnnateljt 
British espeditions throi^ 
big snow don't have a great 
histoiy, Captain Scott havii^ 
been at foe post by 
foe Norv^ans at tbe Sonth 
Foie and poor old Sir 
Rannlph Fieimes snString 
first off from too much snow 
apd then frost-bite. The 
esqiedition is sponsored by 
Pengirin, the choo^te bar 
people, and 1 snppose 
chocolate is more appropriate 
foan, sa^ bairspray or 
lingerie. Tbe women are 
taldi^ 74 X 10 Pn^uins with 
them ... a mere coffee break 
for some of os. I think these 
women will stick together: I 
can't see any of this “1 may 
be gone some tune" business 
hfl ppgning- It's refreshing to 
see women getting their teeth 
into traditionally male 
pursuits and, if this 
continues, the accnmnlation 
of fanale acbievmnents frill 
impress men shortly before 
bell freezes oven 




impressed by this and since 
that day^ frtienever 1 saw or 
tbooght about Brian, I 
couldnt avoid pi ctnring hhn 
in a compromisii^ position 
with Sally Xnylor (name 
chained). 


Tbe first all-women 
expedition is about to set off 
for tbe North Pole after 
several months ofg nMiiing 


The French town of Vitrolles 
near Marseilles now has a 
National Eront mayor, 
Catherine Memet, who looks 
set to try and Irove her mark 


by continuing the self- 
li^teous disoimmatioo of 
her pa^. Most of the . 
prejudiro is directed towards 
those of North African 
descent, many of whom were 
actually bom in Fiance. This 
legitimised racism, to me, has 
nothing to do with the 
concept of what the NF 
seems to think are white civil 
liberties, because, by its very 
nature, it impinges upon the 
dvil liberties of others. The 
film footage of a load of 
smug, middle-aged Frendi 
people dieering tbe result of 
the vote made me angry, but 
not as angry as I feel arout 
the corruption of tbe previous 
socialist mayor whose 
shenanigans created this 
situation to a great extent. 
How you can vote for tbe 
sociaUsis and then change 
your vote next time round to 


the Natioual Front, I do not 
know; but it seems many 
voters can and do manage it. 
Let s just hope the new mayor 
of ViiroUes 1 $ even more 
corrupt than the socialists. 


I was veiy sad to hear of tbe 
deadi of Brian Connolly of 
The Sweet) who was an 
incegial part of my 
years; I remember many a 
sweaty n^ht jumping up and 
down to the straiwy of 
Blockbuster They did 
actually appear at our local 
n^tclub in Hastii^s, a most 
tuiplrasant beeiy dive known 
as Hie Aquarius. 1 didn’t 
actually make It but 1 do 
remember a girl from our 
scfaMl boastiiQ that she had 
got Into the dressing room 
and indulged in s«ne veiy 
nnladylihe behavionr with 
him. Everyone seemed voy 
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So this week we finally got to 
see friiat the land mine 
controveisy was all about with 
a documentary/ video diaiy of 
Diaiui's trip to Angola. She 
seemed to divide her time 
between giggling and shordflg 
mtrusive photographers wlsf. 
I’m afraid 1 couldn't take the 
progianune serious^. This 
woman is a Sloane through 
and through, and any awiount 
of serious dressing-down for 
the occasion cannot Hivpiise 
the feet that she is more at 
home shopping than trying to 
be Queen of our Hearts. 
Feriiaps the public will fell for 
this and love her, whfle Fergie 
blunders her way round 
America cashing in and 
Camilla stares despairing^v - 
into the mirror. In the end 
though, they are all just posh 
nch women supporting a 
system of inherited wcaltii 
foat is unfair and eroloitative. 
TTiey are therefore 
interchangeable and we 
should spend no more time 

attemptmg to assess whidt 

one is better than the other. 
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the commentators 


The merest 
crack, and 


spvnts will 

be among us 
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I must get down, to Canter- 
bury. Yesterday’s news that 
the last rejDaiiis of St 
Thomas k Becket (^ugbtered 
' on the mdirect orders of Henry 
n in H70) are to be tem- 
' pOFarr^ repatriated by the Vht- 
. icanthisyearwiii surety boost 
visitors to the cathedral. There, 
from April to October, we will 
: beabletogazeoDamldenbos 
coDtaiiuQg'niQnias^ shirt and 
. bits and pieces of the saint 
himselfr Unfortunately, the 
word “remains" is all too accu- 
rate in this case, since little is 
' 1^ of Mr h Becket other than 
some skull fragment and a 
couple of gobbets of brain. 
Alas! His killeis did their work 
all too well. 

These are, of course, good 
tidings. If only En^and’sfootr 
. ball fans bad been aware of 
' the return before .Wednes- 
day’s disappointin| match with 
the remams-stealing Italians,, 
they coold have taunted their 
opponents with a chorus of 
“Becket's coming home, he's 
coming home, he's coming...!'* 
Who blows ^at manner of 
inspiration might not have 
seized Matt Le .'Iissier when 
be rose to head that ball in the 
32nd minute. 

But wait a moment. Not 
everyone .,19 delighted. The 
Prayer Book .Society, for 
inst^ce, is estremely worried 
.about the.conseqnences of let- 
ting the. truncated Thomas 
return, 'Ilie secretary of the 
sodety, Margot Tliompscm, is . 
' quoted as warning that *1ning- 
ing relics back to .thecatbedi^ 
.is going^baek to .clfie .tli^lb|y , 
of pito-J^fortbatic^^^ 
before tItelireak'wjUi Rome.,. 
Having blobs of Bucket brain 
on the premises was both 
’tunnece^azy and irreverent". 

■ The. Rev -David Streater, 
director of the Cburch Sock^, 
was less abtolute m bisbppoisi- 
tion - bat .nonetheless con- 
cerned. “Woiship of rdics iaa 
well outdated m^eval.super- 
stition,'* be azgued (as oppcsed, 

1 guess, to all those- trendy 
medieval superstitions sdll rel- 
evant tottey). He went on:. “I 
urge people to go and look at 
the relics as. aitefacm, but to 
make them obje^ of worshto 
is ludJerous and idolatrous.” 
IWo things interest me 
about this reactioiL The first is 
the fact that a debate begun in 
eightli and ninth century 
Byzantium ^ould ezerdse 
20 tb cenhuy Britons. Bor more 
than a century, the iconoclasts. 


and iconodules of the Eastern 
Empire battled over pictures, 
statues 'and relics of - saints. 
The sound of marching feet 
fiom their eastern borders did 
not deter them firom tbeir bat- 
tles as enemy forces inv^ed - 
forces who beh'ev^ iinpar- 
tialty, diat both sides w^d 
look e^aOygood burned to a 
cri^ under a pfle of their own 
learned tracts and pamphlets. 

But I am even more fasd- 
nated by the vision , that the 
Rev Stieator md MsThomp-- 
son have of their feUow cxri- 
zens. MsThompson fears that ' 
- the attraction of a return to 
the days before the ^forma- 
tion may prove tagi much for. 
us. Let loose from the 
restraining leash of Cbnrch 
doctrine, it would only be a* 
•matter of time before indul- 
.geo^ were beiiKSold-on the 
street, and toe Office of toe 
Hoty Inquisition strode toe 
land, sticking pointy bats on 
heretics and using them to 
heat town squares. 

David Streateris worries are 
less apocalyptic, but seem to 
encompass a concern that 
many of us might (were it hot 
for his warnings) . suddenly 
prostrate ourselv^ on toe cold 
Bags of the cathedra! fkmr, 
and. give oursehres over to 
idol-worship. In his mind’s- 
eye, he sees coaches diverted 
from Lourdes add various 
continental spouting Vagins, 
headed across toe C^annel.to 
mutter raunfoo-jumbd la front 
of a Uttle gold box. ■ 

. . Our friends are, bf course, 
gate-keepei^ .Gaie-keepers < 
9 fe ahimated.by .a na^mg 
belief toat.tocfr f^ow citizeiis 
arc mostly credulous and 
siqierstitious feUov^ whose 
capacity feu baibareus thfflidng 
and behaviour is held in place 
onty by toe thinnest veneer of 
civuisation and education. *1110 
merest craicki and horrid-look- 
ing qnrits win dance among ns; 
su^enly, ignorance will once 
more be long 

In- vain do'you argue with 
gate-keepers that, actually 
there, is little to fear, that 
most of toe people you know 
seem to be ^ue to look at 
saint's remains witoout going 
bonkers; that it Is incred- 
ibty hard to put toe dock back, 
and that the trick is to move 
on. For they have their gate 
to kee^ and it*s no use your 
teilling^em that everyone else 
is travelling by a different' 
path. . 


reek 


Y ou would know Barry 
Evans. Not his name, 
perhaps, but you would 
know the face - fresh, open, 
good-Iookmg in a pedestrian 
.'•way. Barry was famous once, a 
star even, at least in the domes- 
tic firmanienL He began toe 

I Seventies as a televihondoaor 

'. {Doefo" in dw House and then 
Doctor as Larg<e) but became a 
toofh*T in the ITV sitcom Mind 
Ysitr Longua^. 

'Die gmation was a it)om full 
of foreigners learning English; 
toecoiUHtywas... a room ^ 
of foreigners learning English. 
The most notable foreignersm 
toe series were Eroncoise Pas- 
i^e and her breasts and Evaiu 
found them. quite a handfiu. 
The prognunhie was azed ni 
■ \4t9 (revived for a season in 
the mid-19805), Evans dre^ped 
out of si^t and that was metty 
' ffliuto the last toe public knew.- 

But life out.of the limeli^t 

went on,' and a week ago, Barry 
Evans went to work as usuaL 

That was the last his friends and 
, . neighbours saw of him.^ 

On Monday, police m 
Leicestershire stofi^d thrra 
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a bungalow in toe villas of 
daybrtx^ Magna, Leicesier- 
.shiik' They found .Evans' body 
that nk^ azrsted toe three on 
sn^iada . of murder, and 
ordked apo^’-roortem. 

The actor was back in toe 
axnl^t --*Mystciy of TV 
' Dk’s Murder^ plastered across 


TTie untLmfiily 
death of a 
Seventies; 
sitcom star 
thiswedk 
highlig hts 
the 

temporary 
nature of 
edehrity, 
ss&s 

Emma Daly 


the city 


never moves 


“^and Boadtrack has closed aU 
clockwise eats on the M2S: 
MoUni^ereadvisedtodoseair 
windows this efi e moon as ptd- 
.ludonisaipeetsitojmdi labnor- 
■meBy dangaous' kvds^. Onfy 
i^per-dass passengers on the 
Piccadilfy Sne wiff be 
allowed to board Heathrow 
trains, andbusesmldir^onare 
restricted to "sodaBy necessity' 
steps.^ ” 

N o one has hdud 
this puticolar traf- 
fic bulletin. But if 
you live in or 
trawel through w™ 
of London’s 33 boroughs it b 
unlikety to surprise you.. 

The nation^ capital may be 
swir^ng, but it is certainty not 
moyh^ Giidlodc has beemne a 
regular Ubt on the landscape. 
Earlier this rnemth, znore than 
30,000 mbtreists clog^ west 
London after Hammetsmith 
Bri^e was diwed at short 
notice for at least two years ibr 
repairs to its. llByear-oId 
frame. 

More congestion has meEmt 
more poison. The Govnn- 
mem’s own health K nite for 
particnbtes-deadtyt htyp a ni - 
.des of dma produced inai^ by 
cars - were exceed m least 
ofoce every week last year. 

Wnre ttun^ are hiqipeamg 
anderginmid The Ihb^ which 
milBciDSofLondGiieisandooin- - 
mnteis rety on every day, is 
slowty falling apart Twice last 
year .toe tystem was brought to 
a standscQI electcical M- 
ures, tzmiping teiB of thou- 
sands of passengers .under- 
ground for hours. 

“Parts of the network are just 
waiting for the oofiGn lid to be 
closed. They are Just life- 
espiredandwe are nghtmg to 
sure toat sutoJen dosures 
do not become a regular fea- 
ture. The fed is we need more 
money for toe whole system,” 
said one Tube manager. 

The Govenunent is uocoo- 
cemed. It sounded the death 

knftll last yt»ar fnf the p nhlifiS ftr- 

vke after aonoundng in toe 
Budget tiuu Tube managere 
would lose £430m from tbeir 
Treasury grant over three years. 

Just fo add to toeir troubles, 
ministeis-wfll announce in the 

neiafewweekstbattheUadd- 
gro^ B to be sold off ~ a roovB 
\riiidi has been esqpecied ever 
since toe Conservatives won 
the last general dection. 

Labourknowsthattoedilq>- 
idated necwodt needs £3S0m a 
year gmptyto keep going but is 
too frightened to produce a 
spending pledge - opting 
instead to mdge the issue with 
a pledge for more ‘’public and 
private” sector involveiDeaL 
While politicians postiire, 
passengeis siff^. An emer- 
gency board meeting df London 
Undesgroiffid’s directors was 
beki earner this week to decide 
\rincb services to cut in order to 

Ifeep'the tr ams r mwimg^ 

Deqntethegloom, however, 
the c^hal has seen a rash of 
new iw . projects. This year 


by Rantfeep Ramesh 



The Tube is falling to pieces, the roads are dogged and 
crawling pedestrians live in fear and the air is a soup 
of pollution. And what is being done about it? Nothing 


tooold SM a new high-speed 
train sendee, the Heathrow 
Express, numing from Rtddmg- 
ton to the dfricut The Jutniee 
Uue exteusioD, a £2.6lm tioder- 
ground connection set to open 
next year, will link StraG^d in 
east Lon^n to Wsstminster 
with a loop of track that runs 
fouth of the river with stops at 
^SfeiteilOQ, Londem Bridge and 
a new station - planned to be 
die largest nndeigrcnmd station 
in the worid - at the she of the 
Mhlenninm dome in Green- 
wich. 

“Along with the improve- 
ments on toe ’n^mestiok and 
the Docklands li^ Rail^, it 
is toe biggest rail eeqaasion in 
Ixmdon since toe 1930s,*’ 
according to Irving Yass, direc- 
tor of tianqxiit and planning at 
London First, wfajeb represents 
busness in the 

Lo^ authorities are also 
trying to tackle vehicle prob- 


lems. in the flagship Ibry bo^ 
ougb of ^V^dsworth, oouncil- 
lors have prepaid a scheme - 
enforced by police - where dri- 
vers of cars that belch noxious 
fumes .could face fines or 
penalty points on tbeir licences. 
Ibty counciUais in the borough 
talk wto toe zeal of the newty 
converted. “We could all cut 
down on air pollution in the 
coital by linuting the number 
ofW journeys we make," said 
Gity Senior, toe diaiiman of the 
borou^’s technical services 
committee. 

Westminster is also consid- 
ering pedestrianising Parlia- 
ment Square, Trafal^ Square 
and even Faik Lane, m order to 
restrict toe number of cars in 
toe dty centre. 

Councils use meters and 
parking fines as major genera- 
tors os revenue. Camden - 
wfaere coundl tenants may be 
banned frmn owning cars umter 


newproposals-made ahealtity 
£Sm su^lus from its parking 
restrictions last year and has 
now said h wants an extra £lm 
this year. 

Not eveiyone is happy. Mea- 
sures introduced tty Westmin- 
ster last year made it harder to 
park in buty Wssl End streets. 
London theatres co^Iaincd 
toat toe new restrictioiB were 
damaging buSDesS. 

Other cities are closety fol- 
lowing events in London. 
Because rest of the country has 
elected bodies, many ' are 
attempting to gently restrict car 
use tiuou^ initiatives. In 

Edinburgh, coundllois have 
asked resideats to hand in their 
car kejB and instead join a 
“motoring dub" where home- 
owners rent vehides when they 
need them. 

But most innovative sdiemes 
in London fall flat through a 
lack of funding. The Riverbus, 


which took commuters along 
toe Thames from Greenwich to 
Westminster and Chelsea, sank 
in toe early 1990s after London 
llan^rt refused to extend 
bus and rail travelcards for the 
service. 

Motor cars remain toe capi- 
tal’s biggest headache. 
Although more than 80 per 
cent of commnters travel into 
toe capital on public transport 
and 14 per cent drive, h is 

enou^ to ensure toat drivm in 
toe rush hour crawl through the 
dty at a tittle over 4mph. 

It is an issue on wl^ both 
motoring organisations and 


environmentalists agree. A 
recent report ty gri^n groups 
daimed that traffic in London 
could be cut by a toird over the 
next decade by encouraging 
more waling and cycling as 
well as coaxmg businesses to 
promote public oanspoit and 
car-sharing. 

The RAC agr^ and pulv 
lished on asioniton^ frank cri- 
tique of the motor car when it 
produced its onn dmter to 
London moving” cariier this 
monto.The motoring oigani^- 
tioD advocated pcdcsorianiring 
Tlafalgar Square, piforitising 
investment in public tran^rt 
and told its members: “If any 
fetuie government is to aim to 
get people out of their cars 
there is simpty no alternative to 
massive investment in buses, 
crahv^ walking and cycling." 
“Wc champion mobility. ratlKr 
than the motorist" said the 
RAC's chief executive, Neil 
Johnson. 

So, if there is so mud) con- 
sensus, why does nothu^ get 
done? The simfde answer is that 
there is nobody lo do it. The 
abolition of the Greater Lon- 
don Counctl in 1986 left nosin- 
^e aulbority able to take a 
strate^ overview of London's 
transport problems. 

Instead there is a minister for 
transport in London, an advi- 
sorv and planning committee 
(LRAC), 33 local authorities - 
often with competing interests 
- and a Cabinet sub-committee 
chaired by John Cummer, toe 
self-styled minister for Lon- 
don. 

Hence planning tends to be 
either sh^bolia as with the 
Dodtiands - where poor trans- 
port links are only just being 
improved - or non-existent, 
wmch has left toe Govern- 
ment’s bus-lane piogcam in the 
hands of local coundllois 
unwilling to cany out unpopu- 
lar policies. 

Even former members of the 
Government can see the pre- 
sent system has its failing s “It 
is clear maity transport issues in 
London have to be taken on a 
snathe basis and it would be 
clearly advant^cous to be aUe 
to roll out a coherent program 
to tackle them." said Steven 
Norris, a former minister for 
tranqxnt in London. 

Until London gets a voice, it 
will remain toe capital dty 
in the ^K^em world unable to 
ebaropioD a transport poli^ of 
its own. As Toity Rankg, the 
Labour MP for Newham North 
,W»t and toe last chairman of 
toe GLC, points out: “Yon can 
ask the m^oxs in New Yo^ 
Paris or Tbltyo vtoat they hove 
and thqr wfl] say: a voice. With- 
out one, London’s case will not 
be heard." 


the tabloids, lllnstrated by that 

f amiliar , wnattqe griit- 

“He was quiet, but eveiyc^ 
liked him. I remembered him 
from Hfind Tbur Language and 
was gobsmadred when I saw 
hfei atting in one of our cabs,” 
Susan Middletoa,vriK>wc^ at 
Crest Tkods, was quoted as 
ing. "At first, people knew him 
as Bany the actor, but over the 
yef^ he became Bany toe 
taxi driver." 

He had played that role in his 
last film, The Advensures cf^ a 
Thri-Driver, a sub-CmtyOn tits 
‘n’ titters flick circa 1»5, and 
a comedown fr o m his movie 
debut, Here Tfk Go Round the 
MiuBtenv JSudi, an “adolescent 
mitqi ". that became a cult hiL 
He starred in both with Ju^ 
Geeson, with whom he is said 
. to have had a long affair. They 
never married. 

Despite toe postmortem, 
police do not yet know how 
Evans died. ^ bodjf was 
fbimd, clothed, in bis sittii^- 
loom, and.tbexe were no bb<^ 
ous ggns of a brNk-in. Fofiee 
have released on bail the 
teenage giri and two men who* 
were in toe Montego and are 
waiting for the resiSts of tests 
on Evans' body. 

Locally, everyone knew 
about Evans’ TV woric, but, as 
ne^bours said: “He was m^ 
est and never realty t^ed 
about it” 


of a oomorbadc-- "WhatT want 
is a kmg riffi in Eost&idss,” h e 
said last year. He had dsoDfised 


theo^(^witohisa^nt,Mal- 
cotanl&u£^ “Bany was stin cm 
the books— he had decided to 
st^ out of the business for a lit- 
tle vtoile, basicalty becaiise.be 
was steceoty^d. We' were 
b^ianing to talk about getting 
his career bade on trade.” 

Starring in a Seventies gtcom 
is apparently toe televisual 
equivalent of sailing the 
Bermuda Ikiaiigle. 

Richard O’Sullivan was Mon 
About the House whb Panla 
'Mlcoz and Salty 'Thoinsett, the 
Carofine Quentin and- L^lc^ 
Ash of the Seventies. NeilMor- 
rissey and Martin Qimes 
should take note - Richard 
was so SDOoessful that be was 
gfven his own show, RoMn's 
Nest. But in 1994, the Peojde 
reported tlmt Riclmid had 
“s^ken from a clinic of his 
dM^e to being a hazd-drink- 
ing depressive”. 

Paula Wikxjx still works, hr 
After Birth on Channel 4, 
awrf in children’s television, but 
Salty Thomsetl’s claim to feme 
ha* been a spread in HeBoi to 
eddmte oving birth at toe age 
of 46. Ims might not be imre- 
to the fact that Wlcox 
played Chrissy, the senaTile 
one, and that Tliomsett played 
Jo, toe blonde. As Tessa 
R^tt, O’Sullivan's subsequent 
blond^ in Jfoiwz 's Nea, put it: 

fog h^^fied vrito a particular 
cbaiacter so toat people find it 

cBfBienU trt see you fo any other 
light" 

Thomsen, however, was not 


averse to plqrii^ toe same role 
over and over in life, if not on 
screeiL ‘niie Jo image has been 
very useful,” she said. “I’ve 
bera treated as a bimbo for 
years - and, I must say, it's 
rather pleasanL Fve never car- 
xied my own suitcase.” 

The type-casting seems to 
have been particular severe in 
the SeveniKS siicom scene, per- 
haps because so many of the 
comedies were based on such 
old-feshioned caricatures - all 
men gagging for it. all women 
fightir^ them off, all forc^neis 
sewid or strange, all homosex- 
uals screaming queens, all doc- 
tors male and all nurses female. 

What bem was there for 
Ian Laveudv (Private Pike) 
after Dad's Anrw, or for Mehyn 
Hayes (Gloria) after Jt Abu 
Half Hot Muni7 The latter 
apprared (in the Daily Mail) 
under the headline: “After six 
kids, maybe th^ won’t think 

rmsay”. 

Tnentoerewerefewerdian- 
nels and fewer boom of mrtime 
but more money to lavish on 
JoDg^nimfog home-made seri- 
conqianies mflked their 
comic actors for all to^ were 
worth, placfog them in toow 
after show uotfi toe public 
finally cracked and turned off. 

And if the actoc is not pulling 
in the punters he is out: Den- 
nis Sellfoger, a talent agent 
who started in the buriness 61 
years said: "People do 
become unfashionable - it's 
part of the business we're fo. 
Someone lilm Bany. who was 


very successful and then runs 
outofgeam,isnotofvalue. It’s 
nnthing to do With taleOL” 

Baity Evans was no Simon 
Dee, fallen from grace and 
ifohes to the gutter. Evans sank 
gently into decline, it secn^ 
moving to the bungalow in 
astybrooke Magna four years 
and working first for Crest 
Thxis before setting up on his 
owm His 00 -star, Hrancoise Pas- 
cal, had a bumpier ride. The 
parties went on but the parts 
dried up. She moved to the 
United States, discovered 
cocaine, beat her addiction and 
shopped her fellow celcb users 
to the News of the nbrid. 

• Ms Pascal too is still on the 
books at Mr Kni^t’s agenty, 
but has had no acting work for i 
years. "Even Cdebrity ^uares I 
ckm’t can me anymore,” she ! 
told the Man. “And I used to be 
queen of those game-shows." 

Mr SelHnger is philost^hkaL 
"TV can be a monster. While 
h can make people big it can 
also kil! them,” ^ said. And 
once they have sunk into obscu- 
rity, sad to sa^, they nonnalty 
hit the headU^ onty when 
they die. There is the odd 
exertion, toou^ 

When a diaracter in Dawn 
Ereoch’s ritcom The linear of 
lANey said: There hasn’t been 
a bus throu^ the village since 
Hu^iie Green died,” toe enter- 
tainer re-suifac^ demanding 
an apology from toe BBC “I 
would be grateful if you would 
inform people toat 'I am very 
mudi alive,” be said crossty. 
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Labour thinks 
again about 
ending BT ban 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The Labour Party is reirealing 
from its policy to allow an early 
end to the ban on British 
Tek‘ci.im broadcasting enter- 
lainmcnt down its phone lines 
after fears b>' shadow ministers 
that the approach could kill off 
the cable companies. 

[n a clear ^ft in its approach, 
Labour has signalled a much 
more sympathetic stance to- 
wards the cable companies after 
a new and serious threat to their 
busines.< emerged in the shape 
of digital lerrestriaf television. 
The'^move will be met with 
huge relief in the eable indus- 
try which hus spent two years in- 
tensively lobbying Labour on 
the isisuc. 

At its party conference in 
1995 Labour stunned the cable 
companies by revealing an 
agreement giving BX chaii^ by 
sir lain Vallance. a phased end 
to the broadcast ban in return 
for the group's commionem to 
extend fibre-optic ‘‘superhigh- 
way" links into schools. 

.An influential report a cou- 
ple of years ago by the Trade 
and Industry Select Comminee 
alsi.i suggested the ban should 
be revieu ed in 1998. giving rise 
to the possibili^' that the re- 
striction would be lifted. 

Tlicre were howls of protest 
from cable companies on the 


grounds that allowing BT to 
compete in the televisioa mar- 
ket would prejudice their 
£12bn, 10-year, investment pro- 
gramme to homes. So far about 
half the cash has been spent 
The Government’s policy is to 
wail until 2001 to review the 
ban. with no guarantee that it 
will be remov^. 

Sir Leon Britten, Enropean 
IVade Conunusioneiv said be 
saw no reason why a ^obal 
telecommanications trading 
agreement should not be 
reached by today’s deadline. He 
was speaking in Geneva as 
n^otiators expressed doubts 
that an accord could be reached 
because of the (ou^ line the US 
had taken at the talks. The US 
wants fiieer access to domestic 
markets in many countries 
before agreeing a pact. Sir 
Leon said it would be **crazj” 
not to leach a deal. 


However Geoff Hooo. the 
Labour techoology spokesman, 
said yesterday that the whole in- 
dustry had changed rapidly 
since the original “deal” with 
BT. “Distal satellite television 
aod digital terrestrial televi- 
sion are going to make a to- 
damental difference. If I was a 
cable company I’d be seriously 
nervous at the moment.” 

He also suggested BTs pri- 


orities in offering televisioa 
services using sophisticated 
computer compression tech- 
nok^y may have changed, “lie 
other question here is what BT 
now wants. In their recent tri- 
als of interactive television in 
Colchester tbe^ seem to have 
found people didn’t want to sign 
up for movies through the ser- 
vice. Th^ seem to tc evaluat- 
ing the ftitere for the project” 
Though ±e trials to 2400 
homes ended last June, BT has 
yet to decide the future of the 
teduiology. One suggestion is 
that it is much more likely to be 
used to provide higb-^peed In- 
ternet access services through 
copper phone wires than broad- 
cast entertainment 
Mr Hoon said Labour was 
sdll committed to reviewing 
the ban next year if the party 
wins power, but it would do so 
in the li^t of new developments 
in the telecoatminiicadons in- 
dustry. A favourable outcome 
for the grow now seems much 
less likely. Efowever Mr Hoon 
insisted the schools agreement 
with BT stfl] stood. 

The threat from digital ter- 
restrial television, vriiich by- 
passes cable or satellite deliv^ 
methods, has already bit cable 
share prices heavily. Rupert 
Murdoch’s BSI^B has linked 
with Granada and Carlton to 
bid for a licence to offer a block 
of digital services using the 
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New number: Geoff Hoon (lefQ, Labour Party technology spokesman, and Sir lain Vallance, chairman of BT 


technology. BT also has links 
with BSkyB and one theory 
was that the telephones giant 
may have abandoned its televi- 
sion ambitions for fear of dam- 
agtng its links with the satellite 
operator. 

The Tirade and Industry Se- 


lect Committee is also review- 
ing its approach to the broad- 
cast ban and held hearings with 
BT and the cable operators 
last week. Labour’s policy was 
broadly modelled on the com- 
mittee's previous conclusions. 

Martin O'Neill, committee 


diairman and a Labour MP, said 
it would be wrong to charac- 
terise the move as a shift of 
direction. 

]However he said one ques- 
tion which would feature in the 
committee's conclusions was 
whether the ban had actually 


prevented BT firom investing 
heavify in fibre-opdc links. He 
added; 

The truth is that BT has in- 
vested quite a lot anyway. Cir- 
cumstances have changed since 
our last r^ioit and the ban is not 
so much of a problem.** 


BellSouth Chubb price tag hits Williams shares 


sizes up 
Vebacom 


Chris Godsmark 

BellSouth, the largest regional 
phone company in the US, is 
evaluating a de.'.l (o join Veba- 
com. the German telecommu- 
nications partnership. following 
the withdrawal by Cable & Wire- 
less from the alliance. 

C<& W pulled out of Vsbacom 
a HX'ck ago blaming "differ- 
ences in priorities" with Veba. 
(he German utility giant and its 
partner in the venture. The two 
sides had clashed over the in- 
clusion of RW'E, another large 
utility, in the link-up and the 
German companies' ambitious 
plans to invest billions of 
Deutschmarks building a fixed 
telephone network. Veba is to 
pay Cdi W £820m to bu>' out its 
45 per cent stake in Vubucom. 

The move by CJiW has al- 
reaih- been seen'hy anah'sis as the 
precursor to a shift in the pattern 
of utirlduide leleeommunica- 
lions alliances, uiih widespread 
speailalioii ihai the British group 
Ls siion to joint the Global One 
pannerTihip K-iwecn Deutsche 
Telekom. France Telecom and 
Sprim of the IIS. 

St lurces suggested BcllS«iuih's 
inieresi in Vebacom was a nni- 
ur.il pntgressutn in its Germao 
ambitions. The company, based 
in .Ailanla and pnwiJing local 
plume seniceMoIl million cus- 
ittmers in nine US status, already 
h;is .T nwbilc telephony partner- 
ship with \'ebu in the E-Plus 
alltanee. BellSlouih look a 21.4 
per cent stake in E-Plus in 1993. 

BellSouth, the sources claim, 
had held ncgntiaiions to partner 
\'cba In fixed phone lines before 
the CwV:W tie-up to form Veba- 
coni. The US operator ha.s ag- 
gre.ssive}y built up a piYrlfoliu of 
alliances and investments in 17 


countries outside the US. It 
also has a slzong enough bulbnce 
sheet to fund die likely £S00m 
cost of joining Vebacom, with 
post-tax profits last year of 
S2.S6bn (£1.8bn). 

A spedtesman for BellSouth 
decline to comment on the de- 
vek^nnenL talk to evei^xxfy 

and there's no secret in that but 
we never discuss speculatkxL” 

Another regional US phone 
group. SBC. had been put 
foiwaid as a possible new part- 
ner in Vsbacom. However, one 
senior executive dose to the 
alliance dismissed the idea as 
“unlikely". 

Separately, Cable & Wireless 
yesterday revealed the third 
senior executive appointment at 
C&W Communications, the 
£5bn group formed out of the 
mer;^r of its Meruu^ Commu- 
nications suteidiaty with three ca- 
ble companies. Martin Hayton, 
41. is to become director of hu- 
man resources. He is cunenify 
personnel director for Hong 
Kong Telecom, in which C&W 
has a near 60 per cent stake. 

Sources suggested that Mer- 
cuiy's head of personnel. Robert 
Johnston, had been seen as the 
most likely internal candidaie, hut 
his appointment had been 
rejected by Dick Brawn. C&Ws 
chief executive. It has also 
emerged that Christopher Chad- 
wick. Mercury’s head of cus- 
fomers services, resigned fitxn the 
company just before Ch ristmas 
for “personal reasons”. Peter 
Howell-Davics, Mercury’s chief 
executive, has been taking 
responsibilit>’ for the customer 
services job, a kt^ role in Meicuty 
as it battles with BT and other 
rivals, until the foimation of 
CtkW Communicatfons, planned 
for April. 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

I WUliamsshriiggedoffcriddsm 
I yesterday that it wasoverpaying 
' for Chubb as the market gave its 
agre^ £J.23bn takeover bid 
an initial thumb&Klown by maik- 
ing its shares sharply lower. 

ytecs ^ MDiains naiTOwty 
failed to buy RacaJ, which then 
owned the locks and alarms 
group, for little more than half 
its latest cash and shares offer. 

Roger Cair. chief executive, 
pled^ £40m of integration 
benefits by the end of next year 
and said achieving that level of 
profit enhancement would 
sharply reduce the apparently 
de manding midtiple of eanuDgs 
its recommended bid impli^ 
Analysts thoi^t that was a 
conservative estimate of the 


benefits of metgmg the two 
businesses. 

While wetcomihg the com- 
mercial logjc of the deal, how- 
ever, a 10 per cent 'fall in 
^tf^Uiams' after the deal wasocu- 
firmed underscored worries 
about the price being paid. 
With no underwriters for the 
share element of the ctenbined 
cash and paper offer, yesteid^'s 
3S4p tumble in the value of 
Williams' shares to 3024p 
wiped almost £70m from the 
value of Che offer. 

The acquisition of Chubb, 
which still has to clear regula- 
tory hurdto in a number of dif- 
ferent territories, creates the 
world leader in fire protection 
and securi^. It puts Chubb's 
mainly old-Commonwealth 
businesses together with 
Williams' Yale and Kidde 


brandy both strong in North 
America. Mr Carr said it was a 
perfect fit, an important 

boost to VAlUams’ ambitions in 
the Far East, vhere Chubb had 
created a strong business from 
its Australian base. 

WQliams' offer, which it said 
represented a 37 per cent pre- 
ininm to Chubb's maricet vmue 
before rumours of the deal 
sent its shares soaring earlier 
this week, is based on two 
^^'ams shares and 704.12p in 
cash for eveiy three ChuM> 
shares. After yesterday’s fail in 
W illiams' shar e price yesterday, 
the bid valued (^ubb at 435.7p 
a shme, or £l.23bn. Chubb’s 
shares dosed yesterd^ 5p high- 
er at 425p. 

The jump in Chubb's share 
price on Thursday 7^, or 23 
per cent, to 42Dp is being in- 


vestigated by the Stock Ex- 
change. News of the proposed 
bid is thought to have leaked 
after W illiams put in place a new 
£lbn banking facility earlier 
this week. 

WDliams also made a forecast 
of its 1996 profits yesterday, es- 
timating profit before tax and 
exceptional items of £243m 
fracn sales of £1.82bn. Earnmgs 
per share are e:q)^ed to be 
39.ip, or 24.1^ adjusted for a 
£97m exceptional disposal 
profit, and a final dividead of 
9.2Sp will be proposed. 

As well as improving Wil- 
liams' geograplucal spread, 
Chubb takes the group into new 
security and fire protection 
product areas. In addition to 
shared areas such as fire extin- 
guishers, locks and control pan- 
els. Chubb has strof^ positions 


La electronic monitoring and 
manned guard services which 
will comi^ement Yale and Kid- 
de's leading positions in hotel 
security and liazard sensors. 

Mr Carr said £26m of the ex- 
pected £40m two-year pn.'ifit-en- 
hancement programme would 
come from integration benefits 
such as the consolidation of re- 
^oual corporate administra- 
tion. At least £7m would come 
tom better operational per- 
formance, vriiere Williams is ex- 
pected to have plenty of scope 
to increase Chubb's lower mar- 
gins. 

A further £7m is slated for 
profits from additional sales as 
the combined companies ben- 
efit from wider distribution 
channels. The cost of achieving 
those on-going benefits will be 
a one-off £30m. 


Pearson 
scandal 
prompts 
disbelief 
in City 


Nlgd Cope 

The Ciw\-cslcrda\'po^’d scorn 0>. 
on PL’aison's cxplanalfon for the 
accounting scandsil ai its I^nguin 
books dK ision in .America say- 
ing it was “unbelievable”. 

Media analysLs e.xpressed 
disbelief that the accounting 
scandoL which was revealed on 
Thursdav and has led to a 
£100m charge agiitnsi Pear- 
son's 1996 ucamius. could pos- 
sihlv have been masterminded 
by one penn'n. in a relatively 
junior position and with no 
apparent financial motive. 

H:arson yesterday confirmed 
that the elaborate scheme had 
been civiiducted by a wom^ in 
the accounts recehable divirion 
of its IVnguin US.A business in 
New Jersey. 

Over a period of six years she 
had been granting unautho- 
rised discounLs to bookselteis in 
return for early payment. 

Pearson said yesterday: “At 
this stage this is' how it seems 
from how she ha.s explained iL 
But the investigation is con- 
tinuing and until it goes further 
one curmot ^ ahsivlutely sure." 

One anaivsi said: “I don’t 
think they can just brush it un- 
der the carpel like this. They can 
say what they like but do wc be- 
lieve them'.’ Just a brief UK>k at 
this tells you that something 
smells. I find it unbelievable that 
one little old lady did this for no 
financial motive." 

Pearson said ycsierduy that no 
other emplovves at Penguin 
USA bad been suspended. 
However, it repeated its in- 
tention to take me appropriate 
action should more details 
emerge. 

The aimpany has vet to make 
a decision on whether to lake 
legal action against Arthur An- 
dersen, its former auditors. A 
spokesman for the Andersen 
office in Chicago said: ”Ws arc 
unable lo eommeni oo this 
matter as it is not our puluty lo 
comment on client aftairs.” 

It is also not yet clcarwbcther 
.Amcrican book retoUurs who 
did not receive the discounts 
might take leg^ action against 
Pearson for failing to treat all 
retailers on equal terms as 
a^eed under an undertaking 
with the American Bookselleis* 
Association in 1994. 

it Ls also unclear if senior 
management at Penguin US.A 
were aware of the accounting 
scheme. Peter Mayer, who re- 
tired as charnnan of the division 
late last year, was unavailable 
for comment yesterday. 


Lloyds TSB staff set for bonanza 


Magnus Grimond 

The 82400 staff at Uoyds TSB 
could pick up around £2400 
each after Bmain’s biggest do- 
mestic bank yesterday an- 
nounced record profits of 
£^lbn for last year. Lloyds is 
setting aside £ld0m of its prof- 
its to share with employees. In- 
cluding a profit-related pay 
scheme and the recently an- 
nounced an inflation-beating 5 
per cent pay rise, the bonanza 
could add up to 16 per cent to 
an average ^aiy of £15400. 

However, the news failed to 
allay union fears about Job cuts 
in the wake of the merger in late 
1995 between Lloyds and TSB. 
Noel Howell of the banking 
union Bifii said the profit shar- 
ing might only be a one-off, 
which would not increase em- 
ployees pensionable salary. 
“Tliey are going to have to go 
further than that and thek^ is- 
sue is job security.” Bifii claims 
10,000 jobs and 650 branches 
are at risk. 

The Bill to enable the merg- 



Defendingthe cuts: Sir Brian Pitman charman and Sir Peter 
Elwood (lefQ chief teiectitive Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


er legally to go ahead wfl] have 
its s^ond re^Ung in eaziy Maidi 
and the union is lobbying Par- 
liament to indude a lequirenient 
that local communities are con- 
sulted before branches close. 

Lloyds axed 4.^ jobs last 
year and Sir Brian Pitman, wfao 
this month became chairman of 
the bank, defended the cuts. 


“We get new competitors ar- 
riving every week. You only 
keep jobs by winning”, he said. 
Lloyds warned that further job 
cuts were in prospect this y^. 

Sir Brian was speaking as 
Lloyds unveiled the fost ftiU^rem 
results of the combined busi- 
nesses of Ll^ds, TSB and the 
former Oieltenluin & Glouces- 


ter building society, acquired for 
£1.7bn in 1995. Pre-tax profits 
leapt from £1.65bn to £^lbn 
in Ae 12 months to December, 
in line vrilh anah^’ expecta- 
tions, although a final dividead 
of 9p, taking the total to 13.2p, 
was s^tiy better than forecasL 

Sir Brian said be was aiming 
to “benchmark” Uctyds against 
the best companies in America, 
including Coca-Cola and Gen- 
eral jQectric. “By benchmark- 
ing vrith these companies, we 
have raised our standards. Wj 
have shot tom a higher level 
than ever before.” As part of 
this, Lloyds has introduced a 
new measure of its perfor- 
mance. "economic profits”, 
which attempts to factor in the 
risk-weighted cost of capitaL put 
at 10.1 per cent for the bank. 
This shenred profits rising 69 per 
cent to £L06bn last y^. 

Uoyds said it was sstting aride 
an additional £39m to cover 
claims following the 1994 pen- 
sions “missclling” scandal tak- 
ing hs total provision ra£200m. 
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More hope than reality in Internet revolution 


JEREMY WARNER 


That the pre^nt 
holders of commercial 
wealth and power are 
Just going to roll over 
and let the new 
generation of 

entrepreneurs tickle 

their tummies Is just 
not credible. The/ll 
fight like all^ cats' 


'Ove^ne these seems to have as 
X^Dffiion 


ropmion abo^ the Internet and its po- 
tential to transfbin) the world. Uke much of 
what’s on It, however, die (fifficnl^ is sepa- 
rating the wheal from the the nfwiynse 

and noise from the well-informed and per- 
ceptive. One peisoa who ought to fall into 
the latter cat^oiy is Andrew Grove, chief 
executive of InteL What be saiys has to be 
treated a bh carefodly because as the world's 
largest producer of computer mkro-chips, 
his commercial interest is in getting as 
masy people wired as pttesible. regardless of 
what use or value it is to them. 


Even so, he's got an interesting faiV» cm 
how the Internet is going to changw many 
of our industries. TWo rajLhe most obvious 
ezamples are media and banking. 

What the Internet does is provide an al- 
ternative method of distiibuQon for niwHia 


pro^cts. Because Klalhi^ few people so 
far are hitched up, its impact is for the lime 
being limited: But once a oertain aidcal mass 
is readied, wfaicfa m^t be put at 20 to 30 
per cent of households, then Dr Grove foe- 


sees almost boundless potential for pass- 
ibutois/packagers of 


ing traditional dism1 
media prodnctB. 

Tkke oar own industry - new^japeis. The 
Internet already aOows you m download most 
national newspapers each morning and 
many foreign.ones as weiL Rntbermore, it 
will ewentimlly allow you to unbuncfle es- 


tablished products, sdecdng and customis- 


from a series of different ‘dtles. This in it- 
self could transform Ihe economics of news- 
p3i)ers. Add in the fret that a ve^ large 
proj>onion of classified advertismg is Uk^ 
to disappear onto the. Internet, and news- 
papers as presently configured could well be 
in trouble. 

If this is true of the media, it is equally 
so with banking and many other service in- 
dustri^ What this means in economic 
terms is there is likely to be a quhe signifi- 
cant shift of wealth aw^ from established 
centres of value to new and younger ones. 
The Internet provides a powenul trol for at- 

tariring entr gnehferi aurf fVwntrwinf martotf pru 


with Dr Grove’s stai^-dyed predictioiis it 
should be pointed out mat there are two 
rather large emstrarnts cm die Internet’s pow- 
er to reconfigure the ^obal economy. 

Thefirstbasmiplecoittmen:^ one. Joel 
de Rosnw, direct for development at 
Ranee’s C^e des Sciences et de I*lndus^, 

$200bn will have been mvest^^ro^d-mde 
in. Internet infrastructnre. But the amount 
of commercial revenue generated by h wiU 
sdQ be studt at just SSbn. What this tells us 
is that for the time being, the lotemet is more- 
about hope than reality - its commer- 
cial value doesn't justify the amounts ti^g 


^tR on h. If th^ haven't alreacfy, bankm 
aod other finandm are eventn^ going to 
cotton onto this aiid dm veiy ofMimistic tmsi- 
ness plans on uhich many Intttnet projects 
are based will be ehallCQged. Hiis is going 
to put quite a break on growfii. 

The second cemstrainc is a meue brutal one. 
That the present holdeis of commerria] 
wealth and power are juri goii$ to roll over 
and let the new generation of Internet en- 
trepreneurs tickle their tummies is just not 
credible. Tb^H ^ht like alley cats to keep 
their traditional markets and power bases. 
In other words, there will be aveiysize^Ie 
backlash, taking political as well as com- 
mercial fonns. 

So although Dr Grove is undoubtedly light 

about the transforming powers the com- 
muiucadoDS levcdutioa. be m^ wen be wnxig 
about the timescale. Progress is unlikely to 
be as rapid as be and otfaeis at the cutting 
e(j^ of these new tedmolo^es hope and be- 
lief. 


W hat should we be maJ^ of the ex- 
traordinary rise and rise of the Mi- 
crosoft share price, whidi has doubled in lesa 
than a year? In psut it reflects a wider phe- 
nomenon - America’s extraordm^ stodt 
market bubble. It's also got someth^ to do 
with hero worship of BUI Gates. Feted and 
soi^t after where ever he goes as a genius 


andguni, he’s now worth more than 


‘ft ailwig «mni»diqanee in ai rears are the re^ 
prfHinmir fiinriaiiiw italSOf MiCrOSOft'SbUSI- 


ness and prospects. 

1 should be careful 001 to be diurlish here, 
for these are undoubtedly esGcellent There 
can be few businesses id the world where (hey 
are as good. Microsoft still has a virtual mo- 
nopefy of PC (^)ciatiag system software - and 
monopeUy has always b^n the touchstone 

rtf hiiwivweegiw^nr^ t« is also roffing out SOme 
p minfdng new pToducis. But can any of this 
justify the hea^ valuation Microsoft now 
commands? The ^bable answer is that so 
long as the present boom in US stock mar- 
kets continnes. tbe Microsoft share price is 
safe. But if it should falter, then the price 
looks h^hly vnlnerable. 

The two things are linked in more ways 


than migh t ihrw^t, for quite a few of the 
factors that drive the Americs 


American stock u^ 
kpt bonm akn dri ve the Microsoft share jmce. 

A reoent study sagged that perhaps as 
much as half of US economic growth is be- 
ing generated by the new computer and com- 
municaiions t^rJiing ies. Wme this nuwhe 
an exaggeration, the point is well made. The 
American corporate and entrepreneurial re- 


naissance is a tedmology driven phenome- 
non. The belief - now quite wid^ held in 


the US, 1 Idd you not - that tbe business 
cle, and therefore the Stock market cyde, is 
a thing of tbe past, is fed compames like 
Microsoft, demand for whose products just 


seems to grow exponentially. 

But as everyone knows sentiment can 
change very rapidfy. Here are some of the 
factors that mi^l eventuall}' swiitg h against 
Mr Gates. No monopoly can go on forever, 
and there are abcaify si^ that tbe Microsoft 
one is under threat. Ironically, one of these 
threats comes from the Internet, where there 
can be no Networtnig can as eas- 

ily be accon^lisheo using so called “dumb” 
terminals os through a PC, for the comput- 
er power can be supplied central^'. In oth- 
er words, there may be no long term need 
for highly priced PCs, the lyndipin of Mi- 
crosoft's markcL 

The other threat comes from Mr Gates 
hi ms elf, who IS showing an increasing 
propensity to use Microsofl as a v/ay of in- 
dulging fancy. Money is being poured into 

Internet related projeds and the pursuit of 
artificial intelligence like there's no tomor- 
row. As Mr Gates himself puts it; "Wc are 
in a good position to take a very long term 
view and mvest properfy in these things". 
>^ether this is another way of saying that 
Microsoft can afford to squander its mon- 
ey remains to be seen. Not that anyone can 
otyect, ^ven tiiat Microsoft has no need of 
ftmdirtg from the capital markets and is still 
24 p>er cent owned ^ its founder. Nor ^v- 
en his track record can anyone challenge the 
Gates vision of the world. But does it add 
up to good long tenn shareholder value? 
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European Commission com- 
petition in^iectojs have cv- 
ried out dawn raids on the 
offices of tbe German car 
makers Mercedes-Benz and 
0^1 in coanectioa with alle- 
^tioos of price- and (fistribu- 
tioD-fiang, EU officials revealed 
yesterday. 

Brussels souioes warned tiiat 


both companies conld be 
stripped 6t their exen^tions 
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7-' from EU roles that ban exdu- 

sive distrfoution arrangements 
if inq^uries produce evideoite 0^ 
^'aiegmily.- 

>'• Tlie raids followed com- 
plaints frtku coosuoieTS who 
were repeatedly blodced wheii 
they tried to puiduse tbe mod- 
els they wanted in countries 


tributicm.-lTifr]>etiniu restric- 
tive dealetsh^ and servicing 
ajpxemeoabMwe^Tiianuiac- 
turers and sales outJ^ but 
rally subject to strict conditions 
aio^ atgivn^ car biQiers inore 
' opportunity to riiop around to 

t»l» advaiimgi& nf thft single F»- 

Top^maritet 
EU competition COnunis- 
aoner^arelvan Kfiext renewed 
the car industry’s longstandmg 
"group exemption” fr^ nor- 
ao^ competition rules in June 
1995 but insisted on giving 
dealers greater independence 
fiommanufreturets and ^pecif- 
icalfy banned aiQ’ 
to tte right of coiisumeis to pur- 
chase a car any^ere in the 


Conimumfy. 

News of the crackdown on 


where th^can be bought most 
>. n is 


cheaply. It is understood that 


C^id and Mercedes came as the 
Commission conqilained that 
so-called parallel trade in cars, 
wliidi occurs when nationals of 
one EU ootmtiy opt to bt^ a ve- 
hide in adteapCT oouoliy, isbe- 


ing blocked in Beldam, Ger;- 
mai^, Spain and toe Nether- 
lands. 

Price comparisons of the 
EU*s 75 best-seOingmodels re- 
leased by Che Granmissionyes- 
terday mows a ^ of more man 
20 per cent betw^ the lowest 
and finest voices for 40 cars. 
On 1 November lidprices var- 
ied most for Fist, Rird, Opel, 
Citroen, Volkswagen, Nissan 
and hfitsubishi cars. Andprices 
for some small cars vaned by 
more than 30 per cent 

Britain 1ms joined the ranks 
of the most eqiensive membor 
states in wtdeh to buy a car ac- 
cording to the sun^. The 
Commission says this is due to 
price h^es manufretuxm 
and the rise in sterling’s value. 

Fifteen of the 75 models 
looked U were mostecqjenave 
in the UK inchidiDg tbe Opel 
Corsa and Astra, the Peugeot 
106 and 306, and the Renault 
Megaoe. Britain was cheapest 


for only three models: the BMW 
73Qi and Vslvo's 850 and 960. 

Buyers will find no berga^ 
in Gennany or France which 
had tbe highest list prices in the 
EU. Both counties each had 30 
of the dearest models. By con- 
trast, the Netijeriands anid Por- 
tugal^ the cheapest countries 
for cars. 

The list price for an Opel 
Astra in Botain was 32.8 per- 
centage points hi^er than for 
tbe equivakiit in ^itugaL The 
difference is attributed to 
exdiange rate-induced price 
increases. 

The Commission’s riz- 


monthJy car price snrv^ aim 
to higlmght the opportumides 
fbr jporalle] trade aod to pres- 
sur^ car malreis into creating 
a genuine single market 
Wkswagen and its subsidiaiy 
Audi arc already under inve^ 
tigatioD for all^;^ malpractice 
in relation to pridi^ and dis- 
tribution. 



Bootii^ out impediments: Ka^van Mlert insisted last yetncMi giving car manufacturers 
greater independence and conferring on car buyers the freedom of Europe 


Last-ditch 
attempt to 
avert US 
air strike 


Riqx^ Cornwell 

Washington 


Virtually non-stop negotiations 
continued y^eiday to prevent 
the potentially devastating 
strike ^ American Airlines pir 
lots due to start at midnight last 
h ^L that would shut down the 
largest US carrier and cost the 
country $200m (£123m) a day. 

As talks here under the aegis 
of a Federal mediator ap- 


v'<., i. •• 

-i.‘ 


Weekend of wooing for Forest 
as rival suitors press claims 


sM. 


Nigel Cope 






If. *-’ • 


The battle for control of Not- 
tingham Fbrest enters a new 
phase this weekend with botii 
of tbe rival groups planiung to 
meet shareholders and the 
ciub's supporters association: 
^ TheAlb^Scardino-ledcon- 


. ^ ^ sortium is due to meet shar^. 
holders and tbe supporters' 


of the dub- if fhe bid b suc- 
cess^ The Scardino consor- 
tium hopes to use the meetings 
to pemuade shaiehoidezs on the 
merits of its offer ahead of the 
crunch emergen^ meeting to 
dotide the friture ownership of 
the chib on 24 February. 

The Scardino consortium wiD 


association m the next few diQis 
in an attempt to enlist si^port' 
for its £18m offer. 

The meetings will be hosted 


meet the supporter assodatiou 
If. On Monday it will 


by ^ David White, chairman 
oil 


‘ Mansfield Brewery and the 
Nottin^amshire. Health Au- 
thority who Mr Scardmo thb 
week recruited to be diainnan 


on Sunday, 
host an "infotmal dinner" for 
shareholders at the dnk 
Sir Darid, a shareholder in 
Forest aswdl as an entimsias- 
ticsiropoiter, said yesterday: “I 
have in^ressed by the way 

bid is bemg handled. What 
Nottingham Forest needs , b 
pTOfessioDal man^ment to 


back-up the hard work bemg 
done on the pitch." 

The rival gro u p bidding for 
Forest, led Wr^ and 

local author Phn Soar, b also 
lobbying shareholders' support 

It too win meet tbe support- 
era on Sunday with a meeting 
with ^areholders to foDow. 

The Way-Soar oonsorthim 
has oiticased the Scardino of- 
fer say^ that two-thirds of the 
cash 15 in return for redeemable 
preference shares which win be 
redeem^ Ify the venture capi- 
tal backers when Forest is 
floated. It eiawns tlus Structure 
means that £13.6m of the in- 
vestment b little more than a 
.loan. 


Footsie gallops to record hiA 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Shares on VbD Street could not 
sustain their latest dramatic 
surge ye^erday. But their ^ain 
the previous c^, along w& a 
further slide in string’s ex- 
change rate, helped shares in 
London set a record. 

TheFT-SE 100 index dimbed 
by nearly 14 points to close at 
4y341. Across the Atlantic, in- 
vestors took advantage' of the 
Dow Jones index bursting 
throngh the 7,000 barrier on 
Thursday to t^e profits yes- 


terd^, despite new figures sig- 
nalli^ the absence of 


immediate infiationaiy pres- 
sures m the American econoziiy. 
The index was 12 points lov^r 


at 7,010.89 by mid-mornh^ 
The Dow's gam of more than 
1,000 points in onfy frMir months 
r^ects investors* ominiism 
about tbe strength of the US 
economy, although some ex- 
pem remain featw that share 
prii« could fall sharply from 
their giddy heights. Just two 
months ago Alan Greenspan, 
chairman of the Federal Re- 
serve, warned about the "irra- 
tional exuberance" of the 
finaneiai markets. 

A batch (^statistics yesterdiy ' 
showed an une^iected fail in 
pricte charged manufactur- 
ers in January, alo^ with flat 
industrial production and un- 
changed consamer confidence. 
The general picture was one of 
stea^ growth putting no pres- 


soie on the Federal Reserve to 
increase interest rates in tbe 
near future. Jonathan Baale, an 
economist ai HSBC Markets in 
New 'Vbrk, described the f^ires 
as "Fed-fiiendly”. 

Marilyn Scfaaja, an economist 
at Donaldson, LuSdn and Jen- 
rette, sai± economy is 
slowing down from tbe tonid 
pace at the fourth quarter.” 

Tbe harrii winter ejqilained 
the absence of aiQr increase in 
industrial output last month. 
Snow and stonns led to a fall in 
hours woriced in manufacturing 
and mining - 

Energy output rose sharpfy, 
also thanks to the weather, and 
output of business eejuipment - 
mamfy computers ara trucle - 
built iqi spe^ Analysts said the 


total production figure was 
likely to rebound in February. 
Even the wintry slowdown, 

manufacturing output last 
month was 5.1 per cent higher 
than a year earlier. . 

Yet the continuing recovery 
in industry has not yet fed 
tiuough into hig^ prices at tbe 
factory ^te. Separate figures 
showed that these fell by 03 per 
cent last month, their first de- 
cline sinte October 1994. 

Lower oil prices accounted 
for the uneaqiecte^ gp(x) news, 
and should feed into producer 
prices for the next few months. 

Separately, the University of 
Michigan's index of consumer 
sentiment was unchanged be- 
tween January and February. 

MajrkeC report, page 24 


was mounting (m President Bill 
CUntou to use his emergency 
powers and dedare a fiOnday 
(xioliDg-off peifocL durii^ which 
American's operations would 
carry on as normal while arbi- 
trators came up with a settle- 
ment binding on both sides. 

The White House yesterday 
was refusing to tip its hand, as 
Kenneth Hipp, cluef media- 
tor. professed himself “some- 


what more encouraged” by 
developments. But, Mr Hipp 


warned, "major obstacles" still 
remained, and management 
aod pilots' union alike have re- 
poctM next to no progress in the 
last few days. 

TIte inain stiddng points axe 
- where the company has 
ofiered a 6 per cent rise between 
19S^ and 2000, and the pQots 
are seeking 11 per cent - and 
the airiine's plans to replace tur- 
bciprops with small jets at its 
commuter airiine subsiciiaiy, 
American Eagle. 

If tbe strike goes ahead, an 
estimated 40,000 tzaveOera a ^ 
would be stranded. American, 
whose proposed alliance with 
British Airways is under regu- 
lators’ scrutiny, accounts for 20 


rutiny,ac 

^ cent of aU air trawl in the 


It has large hubs at Dallas, 
Chicago and Miami, and dom- 
inates the Caribbe^ marke t. 
The airline cancelled most for- 
eign flights and .some round trip 
domestic flights yesterday. 
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Bd:ween the lines of Pitman’s shorthand 














Sir Brian Pitman’s. 

of British hanldhg uas oufy been en- 
huced by the first fhU ye^s perfor- 
mance of Lloyds TSB, the financial 
services behemoth he has created 
and DOW chairs. As weU as bemg 
Britain's biggest domestic-bank; ibe 
group is the UlCs thirdrlaigest life in- 
surance company and probably took 
a bigger share cd the new mortgage 
tiwin any other lender lastyear. 

But the headline numbers are im- 
pressive ' too. Since the December 
1995 reveise takeover of Lloyds by 
TSB, profits have soared 52 per cent 
to £lSlbn, produdi^ a sionmng 48 
per cent return on average share- 
y <jnsetn daily the ptfr 
vious year’s figure. Accortiiiig to Sir 
Brians new eomornic profit measure, 
which attempts to oaeasure returns af- 
ter deducting tbe risk-atfjusted cost of 
equity, the booom line has frttened 

69 per cent to £X.06hn in 1996. 

. ' u is liitie wonder the bank’s riiares 
have witpertbnned the rest of the 
stock market by a quarter 
meigeri rip n g another 13p to 503 jp 
yesterc^. TTie raw figures do^ how- 
ever, need more than a little inter- 
pretation. ... . 

First off, integration has mudj^ 

the waters. Strmpi^ouL the 1W5 
charge of £42Sm for and anouer 

nsm charged last year for nstxax> 
taring lifyM Al^ 100 per ceiK- 

owned ^rince last December, would 

trim the profits growth back to ^ per 

cent that, probeUy 
boost camefrom a foU-y^'s contn- 
-bution from Cheltenham & Glouces- 
ter, the former building society for 
w4u(b Lkwds paid £1.7bn in 1995. 

Tbe ttclration of C&G, sriiich raised 

its profits coatribuUion from ^7m to 
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£336m, was a key factor in the increase 

from £137bii to £i;72bn in the core 
retail financial seivioes operations. 
Most of tiie 23 per cent mexease in av- 
erage domestic lendiog to £733bn 
came from C&G and mortgages now 
represent arenmd 45 per cent of tbe 
group total 

Tnat has had the happy effect of in- 
crearin^ the qualify of uoyds’ loan 
portfolio. 'Azieais at C&G run at 
around half the industry average, so- 


the addition of its mortgage book has 
helped dilute tbe effects of Lloyds' ex- 
isting problem lending. 

Tolls bad debt raovisirais tumbled 
from £583m to £3Zfrn last yean Uoy^ 
is boasting that for the first time, its 
total outstanding provisioiis of £235bo 
are g^ter than the level of non-per- 
fanning loans. 

The underiying business of L 
is cleaify of high quality and Sir 
an -has made all the right strategic 


mewes so far, eschewing investment 
hflnlring and US adveutUTCS to focus 
almost solefy on tbe UK market He 
continues to search for another build- 
ing so(|iely and po^ify another in- 
surance ctunpany. 

But tbe cyde never dies and IJoyds’ 
d^endence on the UK could prove 
a handicap when it fihaify tarns. That 
nxiinem eiould be dose: last year's bad 
debt charge of OA pa cent is a level 
not seen smee 1 988, just ahead of the 
last bar±ing crash. 

Meantime, profits this year of 
£2ilSlHi would put the shares on a for- 
ward p/e of 14. HoIcL - 


Lloyds TSB : at a glance 


Bounce goes out 
of Grosrenor 
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While its peers in the managed pub 
sector have continued their recent 
relentle^ rise, shares in the Slug & 
Lettuce pub chain Grosvenor Inns 
have had a dreadful year, falling 
from a 1^ of 285p to a recent low 
of 16S3p. After a good bounce to- 
wards tbe.end of last month to about 
220p, half year results yester^ put 
the boot in once again and the shares 
sag^ 173p to 2D6p. 

The fall yestez^ came des^ a 
25 per cent jurnp in pre-tax profits to 
£L10m, stcudtfrom a 36 per cent ifre 
in to £1 Iftm. Eamh^ per share 

were npercent betterat5.7pa^a 
In^year dividend of 3.CQSp^ iqi 10 per 
cent, is to be paid. 

Analysts took the eompaify to task 
for its friliire to translate a 43 per cent 
rise In sales at its core Slim &Lettuee 
chain into a similar rise m profits. A 


rise erf just 27 per cent reflected con- 
tinuing investatent in the brand and 
the cost of beefing up its food offer- 
ing. TIvo new sites m 'Mndsor and Up- 
per St Martin's Lane in London 
recovered from a slow start and are 
DOW beating their burets ^t if 
Gro^muor is really to capitalise on the 
brand it needs to roll Slugs out fester 
than it can currently manage. 

That means making quicker 
progress in releasing funds the 
half of its busmess which is going 
nowhere - some wine bars such as 
Hodgsons on Cbaoceiy Lane and a 
hanctiuJ of taverns, wfa^ are really 
Doth^ more than bog-standard old 
fashioned pubs. In tbe boote at 
around £12m in total, a sale of those 
assets would free up much-needed 
c^'taj ita the 20 Slug & Lettuce open- 
ings the company promises but 
atguabfy can’t really afford just yeL 

The other main worry to emerge 
from yesterday’s figures was the ear- 
ly erit from the Bar Central concept 
^ose failure was undei^ed by tbe 
dtacount to net assets represented by 
the £2m it achieved on dispasal. 
Grosvenor also bad to pay Inn- 
trepreneur haff a million pounds to 
take five duff pubs off its bmids. 
ail that baggap it is hardly surprising 
the market won’t put tbe shares 00 a 
Weiheispoon or Regent Inns sort of 
rating. 

On the teas of fmecasi profits of 
£2>4m this year, the sluires trade on 
about 16 times prospective ea rning s 
per share. That's a dixount to the rest 
(if ita frsbkniable sector but deserve(liy 
so. Grosvenor is doing tbe right things, 
focuring on its core brantl, but until 
ft gefr om of its itaKling hind the shares 
are hig^ enon^ 


In Brief 


• Hie Bank of England yesterday announced a review of the 
future of Britirii Inrisibles. following growing concern in recent 
wars that the needs a more e^tive body to promote tbe 
miandal services industry. The review workh^ parly nw be (drafted 
Ify Dou^as Hurd, the former foreign secretary who is now deputy 
chairman of National Westminster Bank. 

The Bank of Engfend said the workhig party was bemg laundied 
with tbe ag^meut of B1 ilseli; the Ofy Corporation and Scot- 
tish financial Enterprise. It cover {mmolion of inward in- 

vestment, improyement of access to ewerseas markets and better 
starisricR. The retirement nf the of RT, gfr Brian Peaise, 

and its director general, Alison Wright, "presents an opportuni- 
ty to review the evolution of the promotion of the ^ole of the 
UK’s financial services". 


• Jardine Mathestei Hoidiiigs has sold its half-sham in the life 
assurance group Jardine CMG Life to its joint venture partner. 
Colonial, for $163m (£100m). Colonial is itmiring the afn yisition 
throu^ its subsidiary CMG Asia. 


• HaBfrz BuOcBiig Sodefy^ the UK’s biggest mongage leuder. 
ft coming into line with its rivab by cuttmg interest rates on all 
its fixed-rate mortgage offerings. Two-year fix^ rates now stan 
at 6.45 per cent, down fitun 725 per cent previously, three-year 
fixed rates at 6.90 per cent down from 7.85 per cent, and five- 
year fixed rates at 7.65 -per cent down from SA5 per cenL 


• Renault, the Fkmidi car and truck maker, warned its 1996 

Operating loss would be oonsiderabfy h^er than the market es- 
pied because of a difficult economic climate. The company 
declined to say what ft considered to be the market’s consent 
forecast for its 1996 operating resulL 


• A government-hacked company unexpectedly agreed tocover 

tbecntirelossessuffcTBdby KmQe(fiiCoropeiiative,OD(»Jap^ 
larc^t credit cooperative. The Deposit Insurance Cbrpcmtion 
said It wilJ give ¥l,034bn (£Sbn) to a special bank set up to dis- 
pose of the bad loans. 


* The Wwid 'Dade Organisation asked Japan tn n.»*n w the 
between taxes on domestically produced liquors and imported 
ones hy 1 February 1998, a Japanese Finance Ministry official 
said. 


• Inchcape has formed a joint venture with the Ranir of Scot- 
land subsidiary NWS Bank to provide car loan and re- 

lated services. It will be caOed Inchcape Finandal Services. 
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FTSEIOO 

4341.0 + 13.9 
FTSE 250 

4606.0 + 19.3 
FTSE 350 

2142.0 + 7.3 
5EAQ VOUUME 
915m shares, 
50,288 bargains 
Gilts Index 

N/A ■ 


Share spotlight 


share pries, pence 



Misys stretches to new peak on talk of US connection 


Is Misys, the high-ftying soft- 
ware group, about to plug into 
a new Anierican connection? 
Stories are circulating that 
talks ate taking place which 
could lead to a much greater 
US involvemeai, per^ps even 
a bid for full control. 

As the stock market moved 
on, seemingly inevitably, to 
yet another peak Mi^ rose 
37Jp to an 1.137ip hi gh, pric- 
ing the group at more than 
£965Jm. Towards the end of 
last year Misys beefed up its 
transatlantic operations with 
two acquisitions, worth £6Sm. 
And it has since said it is look- 
ing at a further five possible 
buys, although not necessarily 
in the US. 

But the latest stories do not 
seem to be concentrating on 
Misys making another take- 
over swoop. There is talk of a 
deeper US involvement either 
through a com pan y buying 
into the group or making a bid. 
No Misys director was available 


to comment. The shares have 
been a rewarding investmenL 
Five years ago they were 203p: 
in the past 12 months the 
price h» gained more than 
40(^. 

Although best levels were 
not held Foot»e stretched to 
another closing h|ght up 13.9 
points at 4341. Signifi cantl y, 
thouj^ the supporting FTSE 
230 index has ^ed to retain 
its recoid-br^king thrusL 

After last mooUi's exuber- 
ance it has produced some low- 
key di^Iays and despite a 
19(3-point gain to 4,606 it siQl 
remains below its record. 

Best-performing blue chip 
was - again - Smith & 
Nephew, the health group. An- 
other 8p gain took price to 

196p with thoughts about a 
possible Unilever strike con- 
tinuing to create the ejxite- 
ment. Since the market 
became aware the Anglo- 
Dutch group was nursing 
predatoiy ambitions S&N has 
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dind}ed 17p, a lemarkable nm 
by its standards. Reddtt & 
Colm^ the household goods 
group als) suspected of being 
a Unilever target, add^ a ^- 
ther 103p to 768p. 

Unilever rose 4Sp to 
13373p, reflecting Dutch in- 
terest and suggesBons it will 
follow Shell and dec^e a 
share split 

Asda, rumoured to be plan- 
ning to move into motorway 
catering, slij^jed 0.75p to 114p. 
It is said to be one of the bid- 
ders for Welcome Break, the 
motorway services chain 
Granada has undertaken to seD 
to overcome monopoly objec- 
tions. 

Four possible bidders are 


said to be in the nmning with 
prices of up to £400m men- 
tioned. It is thou^t unlikely 
that V^tbread, me brewing 
group which was keen to bi^ 
Welcome Break last year, is 
one of the four contenders. 

Granada advanced Up to 
91Sip. NatWest Securities be- 
lieve Gian^ shares have fur- 
ther to run with the Welcome 
Br^ sale focusii^ attention 
on a “sum of the parts'^ calcu- 
lation. 

The predicted arrival of 
Williams Holdings at the 
Chubb Secorily group sent 
Williams crashing out of Rx>t- 
sie as its ^ares plunged 373p 
to 3003p. A place had to be 
found for the demergered BG 


and Centrica and it had 
seemed that the Redland 

huilding iriflti^yk gmitp wnukt 

be dommed for removal. 

However, Williams* expul- 
son should onlyte temporary. 
When the shares issued for 
Qiubb are counted it should, 
even if ai^ converting mutual 
societies complicate the cal- 
culations, make a swift return. 
Chubb sham gained 4.5p to 
4243p. 

A takeover bid in the rar- 
efied air of investment trusts 
lifted PBotln vetin iait’DiistSp 
to 122p with pi^tor Under- 
valued Assets Z7Sp down at 
1563p. 

Haina n improved 13p to 
92,25p The final stage in the 
giant four-way demerger is 
due to be oompleted on Mon- 
day week when shares in the 
Energy Group, comprising the 
Feaboefy coal business in the 
US and the old Eastern Elec- 
tricity, start market life. 

Ftofit warnings took their 


3ll, Cedardata. a computer 
TV*Min rmshed 139p to 1233p: 


^“^hurst Ifedmology jumped 
293p to 95p; it has complete 

an intriguing transatl^tic tie- 
up with a US baseball bat 
maker. Under the deal 
Ashursf s alloys wUl be ua^ in 
the production of baseball as 
well as softball bats. _C<W‘ 
right Prwnotions, on its Mr 
Men US deal, gained another 
183p to I09.5p. 

The strange goings-on at 
^iitMiwood Brewery, the Iw- 


at one time. . . , , 

The highest recorded deal 
was at 200p and the shares fin- 
ished at 2033p. Jarvis Porter, 
the drink labels group, put on 
3p at 24S3p. nberact rvjse 15p 
to 1843p. 


Taking Stock 


n Gabriel Tkust an .AIM- 
listed fiiuindal group, ha.s in- 
creased its invob-emenl in 
Ofex traded Chartficid Hind 
ManagemeDt. It has acquM 
a ftirther block rf .shares, in 
exchange for Us iwn. lifting 
its stake to 26.11 per cent 
Gabriel, run hy Dadd Fftori, 
aims to supply equi<y lapital 
to «mall crunpanies. It first 
revealed Its attraction for 
Chartfield, which embraces 
the Whvcriey unit trusts, in 
December when it picked up 
a 14.85 per cent infercsL 
Chartfield is run by Mark 
Flawn Thomas. Its shares 
held at 45p: Gabriel rose Ip 
to L7p. 

□ Wedderburn. (he properly 
group that has admitted a 

-sigiiificaDt'* ucquisitioD is 
near, jumped 5.5p to 24.5p. 
The story is that it is takii^ 
over an oil services company 
which could transform Wed- 
derbum's outlook. 
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Q..rrn,nAV Is THHiRUAKy 199 7 ■ THE INDEPEWpBST 


Arnold anger 

over ‘threaf 
to finances 




MIKEROWBOTTOM 

Maloohn Arnold, Britain's diief 
coach, threatened to quit yes- 
terday following suggestions by 
the Sports Council’s chainnan. 
Sir Rodney diat Lottery 

fi mdin g mi g ht he withheld from 
athletics if it fails to sort out its 
adminis trative difficulties. 

Arnold submitted a to the 

Lott^ Sports Bmd last month 
seeking an annual amount of 
£S.5m to see British athletics 


the resignation of the British 
Athletics Esderadon’s executive 
chairman, Peter Radford, 
a^iinst a tackground of inter- 
nal dissention, has caused con- 
cern at the Sports Council, 
.where the details of the 
major worid-class performance 
s^eme announce in Novem- 
ber are cunently being worked 
out. 

Refening to comments by 
Walker on Radio 5 Live on 
Thuisday nig^t, where he said 
that BAF risted “having the tap 
turned off" if they could not sat- 
isfy the Sports Council over 
thmr admutistrative arrange- 
ments, Arnold said: "1 am «t- 
ting to the stage where Fve had 
enough. Unless something is 
done soon, from the ^ort itself 
and the Sports Council there 
will be another departure from 
athletics. It's so cufficuit being 
the person in the middle of the 
vice. I feel beleagered, tom 
between two woridL 

“We have superb athletes 
and coaches. That side of the 
sport is no problem for me and 
I want to continue working 
with iL But there are pec^le try- 
ing to tie our hands and feet, 
threatening to beat us and 
mouthing threats. I wonder 
sometimes if they want athlet- 
ics to be pro^rous and suc- 
cessful If they have the trust in 
me and other people in the 


TODAY 

r oo MwII 

MW t/ i Lj IKK an pooh coupon 
XO uinesa soced 

UMBom LEnaiE nMtar bv- 

m V QMk w OolK 

S U a i an ivRunaiwi;B»fcy<Bamber a nigB; 

Ganbon^ V WhBxc hide V tet- 

• •• “ -• -ilBrtJvFMdfcj: 

irMtaUncWIrW' 
iAMnnlR 

V Fbaire CvtfeiBnvWW^ Bay: Qian Mh 
an V Madodc Dreylsden v LoiSt; Eattnood 
Team V Lficoln Utt RMler Oelbc « Gratm: 
Qw Hannod V BradlM ftrtt Awnue; Ha^ 
raBOi Town v Vltarrinsion: Nelhsfleld v 
SadotnlSB: RaddA Bareu^ V WMwgBn; 
WBrienev Addon (M. 

M MARTENS LEAGUE Prwiw OMMoo: 
AdMvGnBdwRnasBMaiABBnvto*- 
«nj a NsnMIM CMMrtwm vCMTthIM: 
Oawify V Nuneaton Sonxi^ Dachestaf v 
taufkbinn; q ouo aifcr v I I we ii ^ Hdaaoaan 
Tom V Baldocic M«ninr1Vdin vSM 
Nawpon AFC V CanAridt* OAK SadtlMiy V 
AthanMne; Smigxiume « WncaaiM. IOd> 
iMid MvWmb BMnn v Raddl^ Corby v 
StBiiQRi: Ewdem v BedHOtti: Grantham y 
R aonf Qub waiMd< Raundi v OuiSey: 
tT atfiwal V Moor Oiean: SowwM Borau^ v 
TbiMK StiurbncM V ShepsM 
namo; Sutton Cohlfiekl v Tamworth: VS Ruf- 
by V iMeten. Souttam DMbIok Baahlay V 
OKfoesBR fanremvIbiWKta RaetOwi 
Rown V Enth & Bebedam; Wwrd V 0^dB^ 
tait St LaanatfiStamooftvReec TtaHiBMie 

V Fetw AthlBbc; WaRdooMle V Vate; West- 
ei>«jpcr-Ma(a v N o mpon OcM); vyaymouih 

V Oardbrd: tMtney v Maigata. 


Sport of integri^, it*s time to 
stop the posturing. 

are already into a new 
Ofympiccyde. If you do not wa- 
ter the roots, the plants might 
die. It would make a huge 
problem in the future. You 
cannot simple go out and buy 
new seedlings.” 

Valter sam the Sports Coun- 
cil had already demonstrated 
that it was prepared to “put its 
foot down" when it saw pco^ 
lems wi thin governing bodies, 
clearfy refer rin g to the recent 
censures of tiie British Cycling 
Federation. 

“We are watching closely the 
developments in athletics. 
Whether or not it would be 
helpfiil to starve them ^ funds 
at this stage is a d^atable 
question. I wouldn't want to 
threaten any sporting Ixxfy. I 
don’t think threatening any, 
one the best out of peapte.” 

This has clearly bttn tiie 
case with Arnold, a dedicated 
and highly re^)^ed coach to 
athletes mcluding the world 
high hurdles record bolder C(^ 
in Jackson. He has been in dose 
contact with the Sports Coun- 
cO in past months and has had 
to make some alterations to his 


srmnalbid. 
The Dtes 


1 present situation is a re- 
flection of two understandable 


Sports Coundl is ^tely aware 
that huge amounts of public 
money h^ to be stringently ac- 
counted for. Arnold, who sees 
and talks to athletes every d^, 
knows just how desperately 
funds are required. 

Ibe full eight-year business 
plan is etqKcted to be submit- 
ted to the Sports Counefl this 
month. But the Council is 
known to be uneasy with the 
BAF structuie - par&ulaify the 
S4-stn^ Coundl vriiidi can vet 
all deeidons - and it is possible 
that the sport may not get all it 
asks for strai^taway until tiiis 
difficulty is addressed. 


ICBl£ABUEHH<n>HM>n BMencaywMNd- 
Boew Red! V W^iDn a Hortfwn: 
Cvwy laMnd v M a toc Che^om v Abkig- 
don ToHi; U]fian tannint v Banon no w iy 
Moinv * BeMiarnaed: Uiome tf Woritinc 
TaoMS a Mlctwn v Bt i gttJ t w ; Urtinit^ 
V KampDon; Wtyteleafe vAldErarica; Wotoie- 
han V Craydon. Smmd DNMml O Bdtni d 
ToMivBaransdAiMBaeftactaMlvMjrwr- 
loi4 Osier Hnw a RcYntert V WAiMir a EMR 
Dorlims V BatMns Edenra V Oalint St Rp- 

ST CjPonivHa^wn; laaittinvOKaimC 
MebnpcMaiPoAoav7tlMy;Waetfldaltier- 
>— t Y U b m M cy YVWwfitK M! ; VlWiam w Hamel 

U stmlMd. TbM 


DMMme Canbedey v 
WirgiM a FMiqi; Cbebm V Nnipeufy: East 
Thimefc V wuHlijiiuui, Bociiwm Heaih v 
Lewes HartowvHameriurbtv NsitlMvAiie- 
Mgr; SouMl V Nenhwood. 
wnnmiraEM MBR lEACue Bddanham 

V bidBNPed (2.30}; Cbattan v Favetfiarn: 
CbtvsMan V CKitertauy: Ramiwa* V Cloek- 
•nMR irwnptniead v WselMcti; vinoaUe 

V Fbmess. LhM Cep quartsriwMK DbBl 

V Sads Gieen: Hene Biy v QeenwKh Bof- 
eugi; Hyde UU V Crpy iNandsrws; Sheppey 
vTunbtldrvMM. 

wnier ntiao( COUNTY icAooenrMm- 

YMom Easdwne Tqwn v S Ms c y; HaMlam 
vlbKe BildSBS HaasoGtovAiundel: Hsnham 
YMCA V Mle ONs CWwead v wii ibUj wIi ; 
taoBhaven aTaMevnbe v Shaichani; tat- 
Mtf V lanRMy Spore; Southwidiv Sahdean; 
WMA V Pa^m. Jotai OHva Lia|bs Cup 
IbiPW round: But|»s HR v Fbnener, 
UWaaORT UNITED COUN1CS LEAGUE 
Prantar DlvWim: Boston lawn v taDon: 
Bourne v Long BucMy; DeUnrauW « Slot- 
fUd: NsRipsten v Eyntobuty; Ngrthamplon 
Spencer v WboiMn: SpaUina « Ford Sports: 


RACING RESULTS 


SANDOWN 

L30: 1. QUEEN OFSMOES (C UewMpil 
i&a (»; a UMly BHounler 304: a Splefr 
dMl^nwlOOao.Urm.6.3. INIMston- 
Donei). IbCBC £3.90; £dC0. £1.30. 

Dual Forecast; £19.sa Oompuier StmWtt 
FarecMt; M0.53. Tno: £35.60. 
aoo: a MBIER OOOY ID Rra) 7-2; a 

lord Oereet 3- 1: a HR«bn Up 16-a 4 no. 
8-U bvCertanly SliDicilU}. 13, 4. (I Nng). 
THk £4.90. OF: £7.30. CSR fU.40. 

asS: a ARFER MOLE (J Obbome) ««eiB 
Mii; a Eula» 8-1: a Hw CBpMnla WM 
4-a T tM. 3. hd. U Od). IMk £L9a £14a 
£Z3a DF: £7.10. CSF: £8^9. 

340: a OAIIS R06E (A M^ire) 10-a 
aPnntBtCwwler2H»r;aJpd(eoHTSnt 
10-1. a ran. snt-nd, 14. (M Stwppsd). Teto: 
112.90: £2.50. £1.50. £1.80. OF: C19.4a 
CSF: <3a64. incase £19a64. Tbo: £48.Sa 
Non Rimner. Bed Ow. 

345: a DENVER BAY (LASPOM 100-30; 
a m or TMww s i ta»: a Soparior Ph- 
lab 20-a I ran. IKL 23. (J GHIbnfl. TtaCa: 
£440: £a80, £1.60. DF: £4.50. CSF: 
£9 71. 

40S: 1. EWPES8 orr (R EWMOOdyi 4-U 
tiK a 0 — WnE 12 -a a Pnaemiii pu mat 

14 -1. 6 rrai. 6. ltd. (Mn M RewMy). Tots: 
£1.40-. U.T0. £3.20. DP. £8.00. CSP 
£6.14. 

440: a OAWN LEADER IG Uptmi 7-4 fUu: 

q 

10 raw. 13. 7.U0im.TolK£340;£a40. 

£&0a £2.4d DF; £49 l 20. CSF: £2^22. Tho: 

£14840. 

p tncepofc £74,40. QiBi^ae £740. 

>«; £39.55. npea 5: £3442. 


NEWCASTLE 

aos: a SAMUNW 10 Pwst 100-30; a 

Dnnbys Gonw 5-3 lav; a Bwnd SaMw 3-a 

8 ran. 9. 3 V:. {Mps L Stddam. Tata: £3.80; 
£aiO. £1.40. £L90. OP £4.40. CSF; 
£10.79. Ttwata £3349- 

a4Q; a BOLD ACCOUNT (A Oobbn) 3- a 

a GequI LOM 7-4 It tae a RKiMi l6-a 

9 na 7-4 jt bv Real Tonic (fed). Mu 6. (G 
Moota). TotK £4.00; £140. £aG0. £140. 
OP £4J0. CSP £74a TMo: £8.00. 

ai5:aAt2ULU(ADabbm} 134^2. 
DMta PpM fr4: a Gnod Wbi 7*4. 8 ne. 
5, 14, U FioaGerdhfl. Tote; £2.50; rann 
£U0 DF: £4.60. (SF; £5H5. 

aso: 1. DUAL PWAOE (R OBtlOy) 6-4 R 

tac a Rebel KtaR 11-2: a taMp MM 9-L 
4 ran. 6-4 ]t lav MotMM FbR« (MR), a la. 

0 FitzGnaUl. TotK £2.10. OP £3.30. CSP 
£7.69. Mb Real Ronver. 

4,20: a ASK ME lAIER <M FteBiUl-a 
a Rher Unshkm 10-llfav; a MMomy Ha- 
Jar 16-L to ran. 13. 9. (Uis S BraORane). 
Ibte: £&00; £1.80. £isa £a4a DP fiom. 
CSF: £ia79.Tna: £3220. NenRuviei!C»Hin 
Equerry. 

AALMAKSUPREMecMetaeiaeft- 
nemS-ltKaiMelheBnokS-aaihin- 
da^elni 9-a 18 no, a 31A IF MurM. 
TMta £5.20; laSa £2.0a £3.50. DP 
£10.30. CSF: £26.72. Tito; £163.80; 
£335.61 Gamed Ibnem to hmnunin 4.10 
today. Non fbevien Regoi Oup. 
iMhpae £10,673.50. 

P Mcupnfc £7.90. QitodpOb £7Sa 
Plnoo 6i £ia4a Finn 6: £10.37. 


FAKBIHAM 

a46s a mnrs GAMBLE (0 leahyj 6 - 1 ; 

a NMobalta 14-a a Captabi MarawMo 

9- a 30 ran. 7-4 favSoussa I4tti). a a (Mn 
Uewen.Tata: £7.60: £1.30, £3.50. faSU 
Dual Rvecasb £30.50. ConuHJier SbarfR 
Forecast: £60.7a Tneast: £66088 Too; 
£53.50. Non RumeR Just A Beau. 

2410: a ANTIC WP«G8 IM BranrwnI 
U-a a Whtopera DaOtfE 7-a a Darren 
TbaMwwal00-30fav.9raa.7, 19.(0Bran- 
rwd. TotK £7.20; £200. £1.6a £L8a DP 
£1480. CSF: £3210. Tn^ £13382. Tno: 
£14.50. NR: Sounds GoMerL 

aSS; a PEACE LORD U F rosy) 7-4; a 
Otatan 6-4 too; 3. Sivar Rapier 14-a 8 
tan. a 23. (Mrs D hbaw). IMk £340: £100. 
£a7a £3aa Oual Fsreerac £180. CSF; 
£487. 

3.30: a FUnuiCE AV Mamnn} 4-5 tov; 
a ffetiaaten Blada 8-1: a Ctrartar Lana 
40-1 7ran.a la IWOnoBlBB).Ttata!£a90; 
£130. £3.50. Dual FomctaC £580. CSF: 
£7.50. 

485: a CAS ON TARGET (Mr S Swiats) 
4-6 Mv; a Aflaa 40-1 a Rw 8aao 8-1 10 
ran. ly., 11. (M$ M Reveieyl. iMe £180; 
£110. £48a £28a OF: £2580. CSP 
£4485, TitK An 

4j«o: a xuimn (P raven) 13-8 fav: a 
AJdar 16-1 a trad MeMortoi# 7-a 6 ran. 
10. 3. IT Donnelyl. Tata; £3.20; £180. 
£3.30. DP £14.ia CSP £22.55. 
Pto c apab £2680. qiiai^irr £3.0a 
PIPOf 6: £47.43. PlAM 5: £6J9. 

SOUTHWELL 

aiOs a MASTER FOODBROKER (D R Mc- 
Cabe) 7-4 tov; 1 Ln Maworqulna 6-1; a 
Mapaa i a 11-1 9 ran. 9i-hd, 14. (W Mua- 
son). TolK £2,70; £L10. £2.30. £3.30. DF; 
£5.40. CSF: £1189. Tneast: £6480. Tno: 
£48.10. 

a4raiSARAa(LQmdil 7-iaiMn- 
b0Yttltnr4-l; DBMHwaKa Nertbem Fan 
14-lAWinltiNiaMsl)My33-1.14Mi.3-l 
lav Joseph^ WMe. Vl 3^1. (M Camochca IbMs 
£9.70: £280. EI.40. WhotheheHishany 
£5.70. Nanhem Fan £asa DP £338a C8P 
£3223. Tilo: 3-5-7 ^70; £11688 ca^ 
tied ibrwird to Newcastle 410 may, 3-6-7 
£1260; £116.28 earned fcnwd to N o wc oa lo 
480 today. 

220; a KINGCW BOV (A OoH 3-1 tar. 
a le Sport 5-1: a State or Cautlen 4-a 
10 fan. & hd. (M 1^. Tata! £380; £140, 
£2.10. £17a OF: £l&8a CSP £17.82. Til- 
casc iSB.15. Tno: £3680. 
aSSiaANTONUSMELODYeUttata) 

10- a a Dabab 7-2; 2 Anitas mniiiariB 
2-1 bv. 9 raib 2 I'A. (S Bawrme). Tata: 
£1290; £210. £110, £l30. DF: £24.92 
CSP £4481 Tneast: £94.41 Tno: £19.30. 

4ZaiFORZAIR(WRjan) 7-4taaurae; 

a Sbuttlacoek 9-a a snap Gaaotta 2-1 
6 ran. a iy>. U J OTMQ. TotK wto £180; 
£110. £190. Dual Foreeasc £380. CSF: 
£987. 

soOfisniEOFQoiDtMTebbuio 10-a 
2 MHtahidaai 8-11 lav; a SHMIni Sov- 
aralM 11-4. 7 ran. 5, 3'A. U Hettierton). 
TMas £1180; £482 £110. DP £482 CSP 
£17.17. 

Wac epoh £16.60. Qmlpoe £480. 

Plaoe 6t £2480. Plaea 5: £13.33. 



Rusedski 
teepsup 
his run 
of form 


Greg Rusedski powered _to a 
saaMht-«i5 victoiyower the 
nadian DanM Keaorindwse(> 


Michael Chang fires a forehand during Ms victory ovw Sargis Sarga'an in San Jose 


Photograph: AP 


Becker defeated by wrist injury 


fBiinls 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Dubai 

The freak wrist injuiy that end- 
ed Boris Becker's Wimbledon 
cainpaign last June flared up 
again yesterday, eamang hm to 
withdraw from ^ quarter-fin^ 
of the Dubai Open and return 
to his team of doctors in 
Munich. 

*T can barefy open a battle of 
water or shake huds with peo- 
ple right now, and it makes no 
sense to continue and make the 
wrist woise,“ Becker said after 
making an appearance on the 
Centre Court to apologise to a 
capacity crowd of S,0Q0 for not 
being able to pl^ against Goran 
Ivanisevic, the No 1 seed and 
defending diampion. 

Becker, 29, intei^ to have an 


SBwtadvCaffnhocOtaear r sAUByJlCer- 
by V Murtees BMoKme; WtftnSxaouEh V St 
NeoB. LawEMO weeaMi rwuid: omey V 

SI Nee. 

SOEVmX DPBCr LEAGUE Ptemtar OM- 
itora Bamsaple v BnEU Manor Ram; 
BMBaKrvWestairr.BnQsartvCNnK M- 
nn^on V BMelbRl: CNpintHm v T kub p l 
M aV*^l4*r V Ebnora: 'bunon V taiion: It- 
rtneon V BadMOL 

NORTHEIHOauniESEASrUEAGUEPm- 
owor DMrian: Arnrthame Vltetare V Habm; 
BHpervOsBK'bMn:HudnrilvOaieai9>' 
temLwenadeBvAarMacNBRtiFemqyvOcn- 
aby; (IstaK Alton V Bns Awtalract V Uattv; 

V AmeU: ShefltaH V Pctoilne Theta- 
l^vHaifteHMan. 

NORTHWESTCQUmcsiEAEUEFbwtDI- 
vWwc ACwebin CttfeBOB V Saifcnt Btsscough 

V GtoBDp: Oanm v BooOe; Eastwood Han- 
ley V ChaMeton; Hotar OH Begs v BHck- 
pool Rovera: Motaby V KHeSRita; tavilh V 
St Helens; tascotvCntherae; Ro w en da l e 

V Nantwita: TraflbRi v Newcasde lOwn; 
ttoudial GM « Mane Read. 
JFWWtaWrVlirKLLAI4E.TbBpnva«re- 
mouth PC; O wtap J iuiet v ta ne g . Down- 
esn V Oswes: Eest Cowes y lynengtom Goepot 
vChnsgtauwfotaer V iBldvEArtetgvtata- 
mouth m V Andover ThaBItani V Bemerttn 
Heath; VWweh u ta V VWmbome. 

JEW80N EASTEWI LEAGUE Plraiiei Dtv t - 
wtoieBuiylbwnvStDwmartccaanonvfak- 
enham; Fetame V OoK Owat Ypmouin V 
Naranta 8 tahoMun. Sudbuy Tbwi v Whs- 
ham; Sudbury wa ui aei s v Maich; npiree v 
Gotaston: WHbqB V lowesmlt VbnDn V Hta 
stead; Wisbech v Newnurtec W UaIsHI w v 
H adtoi0L 


MRI (magnatie r eaTn a ngg itnag- 

ing) scan “to see if it’s a strong 
case of tendinitis or something 
worse. At this stage I just know 
that I can’t play to^”. 

The injury originated on 
V^bledon’s Court No 1 when 
Becker jriayed a forehand shot 
on the fast point of a tie-break 
in the opening set of his third 
round match against NewUe 
Godwin, of South Africa Beck- 
er suffe^ a partial tear of the 
ulnar extensor tendon in his 
light wrist 

Initially Becker was out of the 
game for 10 weeks, and then be 
bad to retire during the first 
round when returning in 
Bucharest in September. A 
month later he won the Vien- 
na tournament, but then with- 
drew from a second-round 
match in Ostrava because of 
pain in his wrist. 


After impressive year-end 
peifocmances In Stutt^rt and at 
ATP Ibnr Champtouship in 
Hanover and the Grand Slam 
Cup in Munich, Becker was 
beaten ^ Carles Moya, of Spain, 
in the mst round of the Aus- 
tralian Open last month. 

*Tn November and December 
the wrist was fine, and in Aus- 
tralia it was fine,” Becker said, 
add^ that he continues to ex- 
perience pain when he moves to 
a new tournament with a differ^ 
ent and different balls. 

“Usualiy I am able to adjust 
during a first-round match and 
the wrist is a little better,'’ he 
said. “This week, unfortunate- 
ly, h got worse and worse. Fve 
been taking antHuflammatockas. 
Usually 1 take one or two a day 
and get ifo of the pain. This 
week I've taken more each day. 
It*s too scary for me.” 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


MIBUOt BtPRESS HBLAM) AUJAm: 
Boldmac St Mita oito v StzcHnM; Knypar- 
9ley Venrta V Wtest kOdanck McK PNsail 
VIH V Owsetown; fbtod Olprac V Ftontao: 
SmkMCl Baroutfi V BstanaB; 9iOul » rtnefc- 
ley AMMc; Straitod v BHnrita; WHanNal 
V IHcesur. 

FBBWnaN nBRatYNORIKBPafilGUE 
Flrtt DMwc Oiesief-lo-StreBl V BadoffW) 
Taifiere: Oraett V BlrWHTi SynOtone; Owv 
9on FB V EBnglDn: DtfRamy Soum SMeMc 
RTM NevRBBile V Oocto Seetam tal Star V 
Cutoarau^; Tow Law v Sntaan; Wm 
AucMand V WMctaam: Whrtqr V MapMTL 
PRESS a JOURNAL HKWLAND LEACUB 
Cme tai£pn V Brora RangHs; aw V Nam 
Comy: Ronat MetaaPics V OBCftnaculdre 
Ftat WIDlam v Hundy: Katti v D at o rt icoa ; 
Losaemouth v Oavoionvela: Roirvss v VHta 
Acadany. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Abeystaytn V CoiM^ 
Barry V WHtapool; Bmon Rinyv BtaRV 
Ceriiaes Bigr V Caersis Cwmbrwi V Centa))i 
quayNaiads;R>«vlantaiM;Uansantf- 
Md V Mv CtotoW CadM; NewbMvn V Ho^ 
wHi <Z30): ni«l y CarmaRttaL 
a— W0 rrB8BH LEAGUE ftantarOMslB ra 
OTtonAHvAnta; CdsmvOusadeis; 3w 
eranvLtnMdiPDttadDMnvQHrWKn. first 
OKriaion; Baiydais Comtsdoa v Catrlta 
RarEas (lO): Bangor v Newiy; OMtoy v 
lame; Omagti v Ballymena. 

HAiV LAGER NAnONAL LEAGUE OF RE- 
LAM) P remier DtviHon; Fm Kwps v De^ 
ry Oiy (780); Home Fam tonn v Bray 
VWndeters (7.30): Sbgs Rovera v Unnersity 
Cotage Oubin i780). 

PONms LEAGUE Preeier DivWoa: liver- 
pod y Tranmere Ratals. 


PAYOimt CUP PBorth mind Mantaesor 
UnltEdvV«M&vriQ.O). 


Rn^iy IlnkM 

FIVE NATIOfe C9WMP)0NSNP 

ftaneevlltalaB M 


{at Parc des PrtKaa, PaiGi 

H^toYEntfnd (38). 


(at Lansdonne fked. CX4toV 
CDUMe CXIBS^ CHAinONEKP NtGoBto 
tae»M Ttaem Bwwrv Leedi {130); Har- 
rof^ V NMnI 12.19: Hwn V Fyide (iO); 
Uverpool SlHeiensvaifton CZ801; OOey V 
l)Weyiai5);RtaatogvRs(feuinC23Q};RDta- 
ijn ParN V l|On» CZ3Q); Whmtoitale V Lon- 
don Walto laia. Nattoeol Isnwir Four 
Ttartlc Brnivi0wn 4r SoNnn V Uantaester 
C80]; KenMvWotoesta {230; UcMleW 
y SKP»-on-Tnn (230); taa ton OaBbop- 
persvNunecoon (2151; Sinta v ShelMO 
ai8); StoubhcRa v htoielM B30): Wln- 
nington ta)< v i4p*tns CL3C9. NaUsato 
f — Poor SeotiR Bm HR v 
Wyoonee (2301 ; CTsitian tats V Ninh YMI- 
shmn iSJUn-, CWcenham v Tebato & jOK 
Maropotnn v Ptymou^ (20; New- 

bury V Sattog (3.0); WWai-supar-Mara v 
evnbartoy 38). 

TENNBWSSCOmEHC H AI GR O NM B P Pra- 
a6er LeagM Rrst DMatore Cume V Itomta 
(38); JeO-taoK V BaoiqFaM (212 Metaae 
vHtaon ^ (38); WataonoravSbifeneCout' 
N (3,0). Pisnier Lee^ Seeend DniaieoB 
Eirituta AcPdBTKttv (EiMpwAcpdeRiB* 
(3.0): Ktantoa v Blipr 0.1% 

GGi T West e( SceOtad or^ Rain V Dundee 
KSffg.O).Pientorij^ieThWDIvMon 
Nbrsmeta v GHasnv Soudtan 0-0); M» 
sGtxf#) V SeMitTO-Ol: Peattos v KkIcsHy 


Although regularly com- 
plaining about the diange in 
pressure in the balls from tour- 
nament to tournament, EfayJrer 
does not blame the Wimbledon 
balls for his injuiy. “The balls 
' at Wimbledon have been made 
heavier, but it was just an acci- 
dent that could have happened 
aaywheie, on aoy surface, at any 
toumament," he said. 

Yesterday also brou^t dis- 
appointment for Richard Kra- 
jicek, the reigning Wimbledon 
champion and No 3 seed here, 
who is lehabflitatiDg his career 
after knee surgery. The Dutch- 
man's first event erf the year end- 
ed with a quarter-final defeat by 
the Czech Jiri Novak, 6-2, 6-2. 

Novak, ranked No 67, will 
play Ivanisevic in the semi-fmals 
today. The 21^«ar-old Czech 
arrived here following Davis 
Cup duty against India last 


(38); StaHn’s MeMto FP v )>wton loOgfi 
(38). P taw i ar LngM FmiGi DIvWdk 
qcn oil Ks vBtatarw»4h{38);l lB di 1i i On n 

V Gordonons p.Ot: I IGwyJaitaitw v Agr 
(38): i mgFw b n v Oomiptilia (3 l8). 
ANGUMIVB8 H SECOW DMSKm COHP- 
EimON ttnop A: Btaddnadr v Cnns Kays 
(IjO): WtaBloovtailypaol Gmm K 
Oovcniy V nadtwood (12CA. tamv C: 
Abomoi V NoiBr0tan CL30). tawp D: l0v 
don SmoiNi v Bommaen (38); m wlam 

V UontoMiy (215); YItiaitBfiiln v Rugby 
(2301. 

lew hodiiqr 

SUraSEABW: Ayr Seootoi EaGas V (tanMT 
Devto 108); Nscin tamB Pandns v Mm- 
tassiwSiDiiii(6.0>;SballleH9lBtanvN«»- 
castla Cobras [7-0); Bratarmn Ban v 
B itagpMu Btam (68). 
ntEMERLEAGUeNrVtonHawtavMad- 
way B89S (6301; Stoujp JbB V SoltiG BtoS 
(630); THtont T)0sis v SwMon kaLeiiiB 
(730). 

NORmBM PRBGBI IfiAGUe Ctadmsgb 
V Mwi^llsU Rojoli (201; DurietBS 
VbtaS v taOey Ftones (73(3; Rto Fbois v 
WMsy Wtatos (739. 


weekend. He be^ the week 
witii a narrow vuloiy gainst 
Moya, and his con&ent 
groundstrokes were too good 
for an erratic Krajicek. 

Jim Courier is another pl^ 
ex who hasmanag^toholdlus 
form after a hectic Davis Cup 
tie, the difference being that 
Courier had to crane all the way 
from Brazfl. 

After defeating the South 
Afiican 'IK^ne Feneira, 6-2, 
7-5, Courier said: “Ift very te- 
warding to crane half-way aooss 
the planet, pick it up and go on. 

1 left Brad on Sun^ o^emng 
at 9 o’ckxk and arrived here at 

2 am Ihesday, via Zuiicfa. Ijust 
needed a cou^e of good ni^Fs 
sleep.” He then played on 
Wxmesdsy, on Thiusday. yes- 
ten^-aodwQ] be back on court 
to pl^ in the semirfinals today. 

Results, IHgest, page 31 


Rymsuin V Uvarped (730); tWaanitasr v 
NoDHEInm (B8). MHiiiMrs nrat DMtame 
Bailme A DaBMi m nn v to a w i ta (88): Crga- 
taPabcevNoiihartvaDn(20);lonHnvNDt- 

tfcigm ( 201 ; mondds V SoHOviim (23m: 
tiaras VMcgr v ShWIleia GAS). 

Other sports 

SNOOKBfc haain aii otMl Open (Aberdeen). 

TOMORROW 

Football 

LEAGUE OF WMESS Btow VW» V tatfvradoe 
(38). 

Rngby Lsagus 

SRK CUT PLATE Rrat mm± BiWTtoy v 
RDtadate (3.0); Hun Nnenn Rowre v Dotv 
eastar Hunttot v HuddsisfWd (330); 
lAiW8NsielaravBBnowi38);l4tGivSvrin- 
ton (38); wiwebaien v Bad^ (38); Wtaws 
vYbrk (230); WMto^ V Dudley ran (38). 


inSanJoseashet naiatoi iiedhg 
impressive run of recent form. 

iSie British No_2, who beat 
the Mexicad Alejandro Ite- 
nandez 6-3, 64 in his opmung 
mntrh, was cvMi mow ni^resr 

sive in disposing of his unseed- 
ed former compatriot 6-3, 6'1. 

The seventh-seeded Rused- 
ski who changed nationally 

from Canadian to British, 
dimbed l7placesfromS6io39 
in the ATP wxirtd rankings eap> 

tbig weak after his appw- 

ance in the final of the CroBtian 
IndoorChampionship- 

He ra^ lost naixowfy then to 
the Csvourite, Goran Ivanisevic, 
in Zagreb and another ex te nd- 
ed run in California could see 
Rusedski eclipse his hidiest- 
ever world ranking of 33, 
a^eved in January last year. 

Ruyi^lri was due to meet 
Nfidiael Chang in the quarter- 
finals late yesterday. No 2 
seed won his seoond-nniiid 
matdi against Saigis Saigsian in 
straight sets 6-3, 6-4. Saxgsian, 
ah Armenian worid-ranted No 
99, was unable to bre^ Cbangh 
service, airhfwig fa six times in the 
gp cppd set he reached deuce. 

Third seed Andre Agassi 
survived his second three^et 
test in as mai^ days, beating 

Sweden’s Magnus Norman 4-6, Mj 
7-6, 6-3 in the second rowd. ^ 

Agassi ranked No 12 in the 
world and winner of the event 
three times, trailed 3-1 in the 
second-set tie-break before ral- 
fying to stay alive against his 20- 
year-oid opponenl ranted 93rd 

m the wood. 

■ Boris Bedcer and Michael 
Stich have both promised to 
|day ft>r Gcnnany in their Davis 
Cup relegatirai play-off in Sep- 
tember, the German Ibnius 
Hsderation said yesterday. Both 
were criticised m the German 
for not ikying in last 

t-round tie on ^ 


T.t 


HEWCAS' 




weekend’s first- 
day 
many Tost 4-1. 


, which Ger- 


Ri^by Union 


BUMEISat lEAGUEt MantaestB’Giam V 
lAtosn tomis (730); ffcimastN Eagisi v 
Shslieki Sttato (73m; HtaW a WMfBid RB^ 
ab V UAuoj RMm (7.30): Ttwna 
Tgn V (atsstar JsB (8811; WsrtNiig Baara V 
Oyiag PM8C8 (88). 

KBL Mania FMOfvHsic auiy & BolDn V 
BiHDn (73m; COwnby v Sein (7301; 


Inapw Ftar Bsutte Hintey v Aakem 
(230). 

Hocfcpy 

IBfSNATIDNW.t C AaU CP rarMM’D Ms I uii. 
Barfeid Tsera v nsHfegn); Cantabuy v 
SsuiCiGB 08); Hme vEaat 0<raBad (235); 
Hswnion V. Canneta 0.01; Tecttnhm v 


(SUkM (£ 20 ). fM DMMHc Boom V Dsn- 
ntair (2.0); Bkjelvrta v Cnaiw (20); 
Bouinrfle V Ci|y of tatanouth (2301: Bran' 
lay V Bitxiidtata (18); )U V St Albm (28); 
iivtan QynMtm v p]0»Bta (23m: taa v 
Hiebrartoi (l3m; 1 mm v Gtoucaner Cny 
(13m;0*H t tgw ta vltairatai Mj taii »(20 l; 
(Mtol UinwiBlV V VtariaWtai CLTO SMIliaU 
vUq^(28). 

loe hoctoy 

smsEABUE: OataGitDlin Btaon v Not- 
ttWtan taHXan (630); MondtoBrStsim 
V Bradswo Boos (20); Nuauudi Cams v 
omHTDMfciaao). 

rnaimLCAiiuB.()uaiiuiUnAi<av9oiW) 
Job (68); MsOMoy Boors v SoGaA Btos 
(219; taManiup) Pnoi V SvvBWflft le»- 
Lotos (53m. 

NORmBW PRBHBR lEAOUe MunwOM 
RoyAvBMeiimlto«ta(23m;PbiBtoyn- 
IMS V Rto Ftyoto (63m; VRiBsgr twantois Y 
DwiGles VUOigKB^. 

BoMMI 

BunwEiSBMEAaun QiMter Jeis V Bbm* 
mStoin BUMS I20|l: Ciyaal Palaca v Man* 
elwsar &ants (20); Ukaster RMors v 
taoo«nto(7JM. 

N8LMan» n > M 0lvMl u i i.UutUb^ uiiivBlto 
ton [28): StDtatsn v (Word (48); Vftra r 
(MOff (48). WsiTwn'8 FMt DNWOK Ctyilsl 
PMo o e vL>t>dGn{3r»; HarietoBnv8lrrnlnc> 
tani (4.m: SMBeU V ranndda (4,0). 

OUi« sports 

SNOONBb biiBiKGurwl Open (Abardean). 
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LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

ZIO HawaS Stom Z40 Spaiiiianl^ Mount 3,10 
Bagshot 3.45 Globetrotter 4,20 Blues Magic 
4,55 Persuasion 


2 414AOO- 1U6AMALA (ISqiemR lean 995- 

3 

4 
9 
6 
) 

8 


404303 URB0V5ISA)fln6LMBaa686 M 

J'3iaa H WMaWW flGCTPEataEbePMJMyi 

512IK0- YBME)ftimnil(H)|G>W9Gr*9g-*eSi 

aooooo HASRUFnKaBNfSST 

3414)30 nVERKME(nt)M(a)Stn8t5B4 M 


DSmarayt 
13)7 


GOING; ^antanL CTAUA r>f & in: - ousidc; tcaL- btikto 
D2AW ADVANTAGE: Low luuubm bat ui ^iriiilk. 

I Eqiotiata nafaev; Ip(t4uiid. shwp urutulattn;; eounc. 
■(^Rirae USE uf Uiwiirin BJO'jH. Uo(!llc))l auiton a4RiUv«iw*e. 
ADMISSION: £(i. CAB PARE: Ouli &1: naramifcr bw. 


SIS 


BUNKEBED nsST HME: BraadiNCe Fl|v (1140). 

WINNEBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Ncmc. 
tONG.DISTANCS BONNEBS; Globecraaer (.1.45) A Inra 
LKbaito (:).4.'>) mik JDta by H JetoMon ftom MkUtaun, N Yorlot. 


2JD 


RED ROSE APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,025 addsd 7f 

1 400353 MCASHntElEKND(7](CmS0ni4 913 JkOi^a 


R1 

4 
8 

006463 FRA«mfRAnECU)(CmDAtatoS8< RMUMnS 

9 000043 ASHW.tW>BOt(ra(0>(S«idta561-PPttavl89 

10 000104 flTQ0EBr(7)(CmeaHPGU»472DJllMattrnEE 

-Utactaad- 

Atanin aeve 7tf lObi Tm (wiSBip rape M) Ml nr 82 
BCnne U. Naara Starai, 78 iMOtt* li^nd; Ol UR Bey, pif. 

talB FWaia, 21 Wo OM, nu. AaU loHdar, 121 eOnv 

ROMEO CLAlMmC SmtES (CLASS F) 
£3,300 added 3Y0 7f 
SPAMUBTE MOUNT n (Cm M Tsmdn 9 1 8 fMtod 5 V 

rMvEReoiFoAicatpmTJtaieerSii rsataas 

■nWOnE n»R (17) ta LSbtai 8 B—S «Mbra«i 4 B 
jest eOlF OMBOBI 8) (■) T J tatem 8 23 Mdaa 1 

WK»iyM»(M)(QJ8tota82 RNGnlBZ 

-Sdaetaad- 

M^to>«tara,»4 iara fl UrCM s u. Mll ra i itoi Bb a . 
FMr, 421 Hera 6ed Draor 


ratan l-HHgT SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2,875 added Im 


4,20 


82981 aHBHBrgl)W6Htara695 SHMtraiM# 

0ei)4>lS IWmNMWE(M)59|6LUeee79SJtntatains 
38X0- rA(iMm(TT)ni»nii<rni niaiibi 

30004B mUi8ILRIEEJI(inWRtawe»9813 SEaataBl 

900200 SIWISngta(7)JtanB»ey560 JQtoiBE 

335000 VP(M9nBaRE|B)KBUto4813_JtCMana5 


1 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

-Edectaed' 

BETTMa 841 BBpbel, 10040 HBBa SraMtae, W StadtodB, 144 
Oasra. 184 Ybaenadiiltfc, 3548—1 CUM 


DBHPSTERS DURY MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,900 added 5f 

000565 lOflKFBiriAD(njatoBr5910 PNa— 1 

500540 RI*1|Z2S)RkV8n4910 

24 MlCSIMOCWmMBdaSlO 

08300. EMIWSIia((U9)RHnto385 

543 ■AMBlEPauaUCOrnwruitaSSS 
234354 MFMEAm(BQTJNa«an385. 

-Bdactara- 

■rarae. ^ , m--. .. ^ ^ rmmt T T (IE 

2 284 taatok Otak, 334 La0a Part Ud 



2M 

1 613521 

2 045440 

3 034-230 

4 205SZ2 

5 154-248 


BEniNt4< 

04 


fTel JACK & GIX COLE HANDICAP (CLASS Q 
*■^1 £7,325 added 3YO Im 2f 

132-122 NUJIOT(U5A)ffl(Qra)PtoOlNy9r IIMpaBi4V 

3ZB-1 BUPaB0U£(4n(CB)MJ8M|gtt rtaraOtw— S 
00 - mi OLOaenie i TPnicmMJd— nB l O J aael M tae ra l 

144432 IMEtaMTaLDaCUkrayaO Itabnl 

OQOUl UNN(Oni8BO(im(GmMitfKavi713 rWBaaaO 


4^ 


D) 


SWEETHEART HANDICAP (CLASS 
£4,900 added fines im 4f 

180321 0UWFQRUHM(cmLMrai610()-Jlartal)iqwM4 


01-3 PMCHNa«8l9(4E)DMmTll. 

^Sdaitaad- 


-BBadMlX 


2 QQi -1 PBBUWMNt2memiBdH>migtai4912J)Bn i laraO 

3 650244 MnBtUMWMKtU)(G 8 )R 08 iGn) 6712 — jqmiX 

4 00624S NMSIf Wia»-4 7ifl i n— 

-4 ■ 


8nma BOFtNBawt 54 OataUBiar, 8 Iran taibata, 4 OtauOcfor 

84 IMbay. 114 FMtada, 12 Itaa era 1H 


AMin rape 7N JOb Trw tandbap wUpe NMi^ 7M 3h. 
rany *4 P ar julun, »4 Otar Faaw, 84 ‘T" lT Ttor. 10 1 


'^V^^AMNOWei.,. 

• P«i»-!yV4AiM 

Xrw: .Q. r; ,r mNKD/MO 

AAV'.' -7,. MOartJeM 

- lur..;.', V 9! un«dllN*.ll 
'Aiura.ib HtaniGMM 
.-VIM mBfn imBM 
jr-jy-^-.-Wa-MesN 
’wttec itabnaiHl 
vrast4?v^p|»e#lM 

N. vraeanPied 
:iF OMm 0 tata 
>•< MMVtSIlfMMNl 

*su-s ran » ftei-km « 




WINDSOR 


HYPERION 

1,30 FHendshlp 2DO SparMb« Sprli« Z30 Sal By The 
SUES 3A5 Mr WId &40 Zambezi Spirit 4JS K«y Pley- 
er 4,50 Shepherds Rest (nb) 


GOING; Good. 

■ Plf|iiia4r.«lf!hi pounv. LnH wMi sharp tuns, and a 2(Wyd run-tn. 

■ Oomw M N rirunni im .VnS nevjanoun 6 of M4. ADMISSION: Club 
SM;Taaenalhi£|0;»)tarBiiig&4. CABPABE:CIiibS2;rmalnderS). 


B S30 f n G FIM C n Flg[455)nnBrBta;anea7iiO,. D sd rll» r ra 

9 4 FwosMSoaMMaatastaeiiO ri ' 

10 S OWWMIlMU I L OWtWHHgdBBgiSllP HAI 

11 09 BHuaraKURRHedMisios 

12 22P422 MMUUMNIBOCa— 5109 S 

13 4G- — MBnrfjaa)PiiiiHT,7v>B mi 

- tSdictara* 

8Enm624SWiMBgSpta(,84SMMyMMMkE,84liataalaii,T-lPn- 

nraiafaca ni TTiinf vrais. in raiiarai. maia nalaaiira Idliilliiai 



BEn8MbT48anas,44taD—84tantoi,54lb'Hld.94aa«ta|llitaL 
14 liras 184 WiwCto.'Wlatow 


2.30 


MAGNA CAIHA NOVICE CHASE (CLASS Q 
£44)75 added 2m 5f 


OTmlFAIRLAWNE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£SpOO added 3m 

PM/54 PUIMCR«Qr(U)NHmlasn61110 MAH^add 


05P445 RtSTIHOUGMSmirnDGendgOalOllA,^ 

laiSJ RBnD(M(U)fi|CBaol6U112,M..M.. 

213320 EQUIYFlAIBliaramRCMttlOlS... 
M3P01 ZMBXaOFBBrpmiCmmMJOnra 8109- 

2343FF ROIMSIOaiCranPBoaaiUlOS 

-SdaeMiad- 


~8FMt(S) 
G8M« 


D— B— 

— «.w- 


SIS 


mam 

CHANNEL 


BUNKEBED FBET TlUEb Strakerarar (£.m 
WINNBBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LOiiG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Boyal Saxon (:L-iO) ha beat mCUl infla 
by P P Bowcb Itum Umei ft in l aiojL DjIwL ' 


1.30 


1 
2 

3 

4 
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KING JOHN NOVICE HURDL£ (CLASS D) (MV Q 
£34.50 added 2m 67 UOyds 
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Trying time 
for Gandolfo 

'Dying Again, a Cheltenham 
Gold Qip hope who was diie to 
contest next Mturday*s Radng 
Post Chase, is likely tomi^ the 
rest of the season after piclong' 
up an infection. ’T^ ^ffc^ha fl 
not run since finishing -sBrond' 
in the Rehearsal Chase at 
Chepstow In December. - 

was found with apedat 
b(me iofectiOD a couple of dm 
and will not run at Kmch 
ttMu" David G andftlfo hratwiifW 
er, said. **]t's bad enmigh fo pnf 
the rest of his seascin m dofUbi,'' 
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Seven Towers looks built to last 


Racing 

RICHARE) EDMONDSON 

Wth great roniandc timma 
Kim BaSey.and Nonnan W21- 
lamson chose yesterday to kiss 

andmakeupfol!o«%gthdres- 
tiaDgement of last year, llie for- 
mer dream team from Upper 
Lam bourn will be retmited tor 

the first time siDce tbeir at 

P^diestown tomoiTOw, tAen 
^n^Uiamsbn' will partner the 
horse on which be won the 1995 

Gold Cup, Master Oats. 

If the si^t' of'Mastw Oats 
emerging from Bafl^s Old 
Manor Stables vrill.be a riiodc 
- he last ran over 12 months ago 
' ^en jumer-ixp to Imperial 
Can at Lecqsanfatown -• n 
be even more azresting to see 
Wniiamson going in the other 
** — ^ •- -* 


pcared to have fiUlen out ^ 

' attheseason’s outseL 
I be great to be back on 

bBnasl misseii HteT Tmglawi-gp ji- 

son when I was injured," wm- 
iamson said yeste^ay. ‘'Tbe 

CHEPSTOW 
MS: lUnUBg IMce won tbh race 
ayearago yet is nowTfc lower in the 
hancScap. His latest nm, over two 
miles on fast gtHn& can be jeoored. 
BRAVE TORNADa anotber best in 
softgEpiiDd,isoa thecomdi^tnn 
after -show^ fioe potential two 
seasons ago. He dia^ encoaiBg- 
ingly on tms track two weeks a wi- 

tOQ 

I’liAfeAnev eDtthai tmiisdueflyon 
w toiierHAHIHEN LAD retains the 


last time 1 rode him was in the 
Grand National after he won 
the Gold Cop: Fve schooled 
Master Oats and he w^ very 
weQ. He felt gre^ jumped wefl 
and 1 coukhrt haw beu more 
pleased with him 7 

Martin Kpe and Richard 
Dunwoody a& ali^ost readied 
a point where th^ were back- 
to-back on a nusty mnmTiig 
w^pistolsmhandfbuteqie- 
dience has dictated ttotb^re- 
sume Cwkn^iold (U^ in 
Che^ow*s <^ner tod^ 
should be another victoiy for 

their RyymxAonsnf. 

Hooves win be thundering 6n 
some televi^on sets ft^ust 
abbot the whole aftemoontie- 
caise as wdl as three races from 
tbe'VIfelsh tradt covered by the 
BBC, a further ejgbt dmtests 
win be screened from Newcas- 
tle and ^hiwick by Chaitoel 4. 

Qiqstow, neverthk^ seems 
to provide the most atfractive 
combat, even if the per^- 
mance of Pipe’s poaSm Gold 
Cup runner Qiboigo comes 
too late for the cameras. There 

talent shown when wnmii^ at QwL 
tenham last Mazch. A watdnng 
' biief;iath»thanaheT,seemswise. 
□□□ 

2J5: BoantaiMHa SbnIBe has a taO 
rqntationafter8hat-tzidc.ECsht- 
est SDC06SS was on good to fom go- 
ing, over 2mlf, at Chehenbun. 
IZiday^ 119 is new to Inm and he 
could be vulnerable to MIGHTY 
MOSS, whose seoond to. d» tn^ 
Jyraied Agjstment.two nms ago is 
impressive fa™*. . . 


could be a iqiple.m the Bhie 
Riband maii^ eiariier when; 
NahdmXad (145) ^les in the 
Fledgling Chase. The eigbt- 
yeazKild has pexfonned thk 
season as though he has for- 
gotten to remove a wheel 


S that any winner of the de- 
atzng &in AUumce 
mi^t as wen «gn 1^ for foot- 
baS^miud du^vifotbepoSce 
there and then. 

However, his trainer. Jesay 
Pitman, proved the adage 


son Savannah to go on from 
novice success to the Ug on^ 
snd h must be said that Ndidien 
Lad is still hdd in the h^iesc 
esteem at yAsatbercodc House. 
He must justi^ tlmt today. 

This rqxjrter was leaning 
onabar last year wfaenashiew3 
cxaiact of the Josh Gifibtd sta- 
ble infonned me that a Sve- 
year-old in they^ was among 
the most pxomisiag animals 
Fmdon had ever seen. Witiityp- 
ical sagad^, the only acuott 


yoor coireqioiideiit took was m 
order another bag of pork 

aet atrlifngB OmmMU 

(2.15) is now unbeaten in three 

starts tWg cawipaipn and jf he 
collects his Gxad^^vo aaagn- 

Dorice eve^ aiS 

bead for the Champioa BhinBe. 

At Vbrwick, yet another ix>- 
tenrial Gold pypra"!’ lin^ 
up when Maamnr (430) makes 
bis sessnmA ddlUL IhO 


Tib from his market rival here, 
but it may be that the fencing 
eqieiienee Mulligan (3.20) 
bolds sway. 

There is also the touch of a 

znatdi about the Oder Orase ai 
Newcastle, vriiich is iBOed as a 
trial for the (hand National, 
though its onfy resemUance to 
Liveipool is extreme distance 
and tte feet that a leatfing Fre- 
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> over the winter, tbongji 
it nust be said this has not been 
at the behest of his pesshnistic 
trainer, who is shocked wben be 
ttiscovm that fah horses have 
not onmitiittftH mss suddc 
omit^ 

jPtn (next best 3 l^ has 
already bees stained whb tiie 
ooeroos label of being Peter 
Bemimoalfs new Jodami bat is 
y,wh3eanm- 
: trial for the ArideTh}- 
phy win be conducted in the 
previous race, the Kingmaker 
Novices’ Qiase. Hie former 
clas^ hurdler Squire Silk gets 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sevan Ibwers 
(Newcastle 4Jfl|) 
NBiKiitf Phi 
(Warwick 3.55) 


miership ^ub is housed nearby. 

Throe that are emered at 
Aintreearesoroewayoutofthe 



this occasion, 
to a horse who is e: 
long as be is aiUowed four nnles 
to remove the damp from bis 
qiark plugs. Get on SEVEN 
TOWERS (nap 4.10). 



NEWCASXLE 

3JM: THE lAST RUNG was eouig 

hrffiT thnnifiliaiit Tftninr irmiir r 
oftlBs]aayBar,iriieafaBnglastime. 


33& CHIEF MINISTER was smart 
over hurdles and the lOO) he receives 
from Bold Bess may be dedsive. 

□oa 

4Jt: mcOLGAN needs every 
yard of this trip, is weO handi- 
capped, and likes this track. The 
duBible Seven Tb ww is iliedai^er. 
□□□ 

445: SEAVlCTORbas taken wdl to 
biBdlmg and, afte jost two outings, 
looks ahead of the handkapper. 


WARWICK 

250! LETS BE FRANK, who tailed 
to gm the nip when 15 lengths 6^ 
to Supreme Lady over 2n&ll6yds 
ai Uttcueier last rrmfe, is preferred 
to Hoedwfiafccr and Seeded Claw, 
who both dSsappomted last tune. 
□QQ 

320: SQUIRE SILK, most hnpre^ 
ave iriien beatnig Eodte by a voy 
easy I'A le^lhs at Nm vbB iy bsi 
we^ may outclass MnlKgin, who 
must concede THl 


355:KINGFIN,wbobeaiPaperis- 
ing by ihiee lentils over Zaitfat Ayr 
las lime, looks a useftil petfonoer 
in the makmg. Potter’s Gale may 
pose the most problems. 

□□□ 

430: AROUND THE GALE, who 
bi^ Baj4me Star ty eigbi leogths m 
a novices^ diase over 2iA4n 10yds at 
bangor last time, figures on a zea- 

fTmmhte harw Ura tp Tuar te. be S psv- 

fened to Maamur, wbo may be 
better Ibr the nm. 
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195b GnMbora 5 u lOM^ 


RADIO PEWCASllEBREAKEASTSHOW HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS 5) £12200 added 2m 4T 
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UUUF WIJmiUM(iaW0<-ttta)nap0(taJeWIAiSST«li7111... RWaiftoia 
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X2R>(94 M1llinmiteElieuRBr4SGeBn99107 
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ID 449% 0«NeM{7)ODea)dMn4MsJGDOdMMl010a 

11 1 DMammOOKmPtalngOUlffiaKBttySlOO L,..J4acCatlv 

12 3245ff -WiBCPRBCmWtltaWABaumelMttataiineiOlOD DBa«9 

-UdaSaed- 

Mdiwn Mglto lOu Bar Magn at 130^ IMtt aota sa 9k taatae ni* 9tt 5h 

atnM raiCMSC 114 Stata ftawi, 8 Itama ley, 94 IMtt ImeL 54 Nr Bun, IM 
5ra e nw9^M ii ufcaa. uiiarrt ia.iataata,aod. 7 wiita) 4Wt i. qea aiae»,aM.Ront 
Unc,n-iaatiwd 

199W mtoUn 10 9 11 S Cuwi 5-1 <H ItaKta 15 an 
RBaaoDE 

IttaAto waMsl2moMt«e|0lUhndlicenheadfBnilxtoawd.MnW8«h(MER.ndBdup 
toitniaitnntanwiinanuataMtiedrantatpiiuidlaidtiRfiBninnBtaBakeMleniXF- 
IM Nta a CtapaoH; IttttU a w nW«n IL 1ta feurtocoRwnM on on Slow tita m ira 

lRUMtPaiotatagrM20la«ta«weno«rSEVEItnmBtSaCaHBOR4bad(MNnBniwr 
M nw Ian tnw IKK tovad m toe digt. State ten. Sewn Tcpmh hai Cham ic!t • ttooiwi atoa 
tthVAttBaMboiilawaKflliU4ida,BidninnFSteMlero(PaKmBwttttir-VidS- 
ctttoiraviIatnmmBiybaaaHvlaca-nnia- wOeatftttayHD lean beta on anoB-ht 
Goolta Rttadk a aiiivfec* f»d Rtt ad ai HttiM <eea» ad IWm Bor hK anncolBtam. inw 
angetaeMl to wlia le • Oittih Inek a tom eanr ad vinAig pointer Niua aawde M) a 
iTiarBiarnniiiiniMiwhiBgsanBraitBtiagar.MeGwairttaTiadkaiewnptofltttwaieco- 
•r oa> acMm Wan ataiiied to acai and Dnid!i emek add mate m dAciit to- Sam Tewen ad 
tanen Boy am If lukSb owdOalwilap.lv Hern tat MnemtoaittalwiKdvaiBwa' 

tans tat dniwseclaeail ad Malta tamauiaalwaninanMiiniaioeldl am edy ton oone 
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NEWSHAM NOVICE HURDIE (CLASS q £3;p00 added 2m 
Pen^ value £2,484 

DUMNOMn<CHSwmUTaaadveti30 : — - RtteB^ 
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liiii n iiiantaiiaiiiii i i ipiirauaii TnuliiM l i nil mala r tod ii iiinniinapmnfniliirai 
Du Uouta M Mtoherty, dae Camw aurtaai off hwuia Ban V ai0to atttf ly He toga op Day 
ceadiWtodUdoad8enVlciDrbonfeicda«ay. staeBowUAD 


i 


^50 


MCHAELFMESAIESHAMBCAP HURDLE (CUSS 
Q £2,325 added 2m « UOyde £2,434 
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KNO PM anned the beisft at a VM PtoMpanon alien scoflng to a toigfi and a Mr 
Iran town Bridge in a nodee lutta at Catraick to December. IM Pa> hee won dnee at 
Ayr.beeVnaa'ttM'ariBequentwniar.mpaiWnetoaiodstyle.ltacOreaaMlataun- 
beeton after a bianper at Dosaaler M a weak novtoe Mdto at SratfoRL Ha won ultb any 
amouta to hand K StwMd M to open to ptonty of itoprewmint but ha ail dntowr nder 
wU be waHa to daw hto aaowtaiee to ftto tabsHe face and mm dangsT nmr eome tom 
stobtoman MtMto Gala. SueoessM at IbMcaw ad totoeeav on M nua tm nees 
ower huRaea, stw waa second Boaidreom Shuffle to a nwliM hadkap at ChaRenham {2m 
10 whan aoaiitoltog a labuloK. Beatteom Shuffle CM eoncedng M kanpa ot welgK but 
to wawded C ha oplon ItowlB matond tof Ida patoar and Ha mara wta tor bum d tog a c ad 
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3 16996 »0RH.milllll>(iienfiawdMctolta5NDrii8U12 M 

4 ist42i NaNMKaiiEmpKrjmitaiDeadtt>6i09 pcmm 

5 213223 JUI IHMai Ull WP WF^ad GBtam/ 10 6 RCMMadV 

BBnWb 7-4 tonad Wa SW% S3 SaaOwmlta 84 Maaaw. 8 aasatt pmtatg 184 Saar B 


rrm |y|CHAELPflffi«WUPHAWICAPHUFDl£(C^ 

I5CO lSdaBSartyvaue£4450 

I SSS 

5 OlFlfP DGCBEVa 
IfttaM taiw ICtt IM tanttap 


^20 


MCHAEL nifiE KNBMIAKBi NOVICE CHASE 
A) (Grade 2) £18,500 Bdded fen £JJU540 
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Naaim' has not mead dftoa mttnc an hnprBaawe wn ftom itoerided Muafla to me RHz 
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an ibwcnm Me hanGoapdaaaMKatoo. SetoeltotaAROUlO THE GALE 
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MM 811 nritea by P MnObu ftaw Citlmd. caabrto. 


t 4g| M & N GROUP HURDLE (CLASS B) (LMRED mnr»fc 
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4to end a batobiK an mute to the FefflMi (oitor 2m 2f in the haaty at Etatar) and |Stt 
9b tam Martin npeto Flanciv cod this tone. Bans on the wnafl fide, ftww lomM wd 
UPpfMina i«aHyiHgCftBiahaimhB€liQpwl iMlffHrtnrty waianlifllltBlto d ta ll Cfhin 

(2m UDyds) MO weeks ago. Dr lawn vaigeiiHl toe lutoa m me Tnwnph, tori n «m 
pWn bad luck to be putowd toreuSi the ran on me oppmetoi to me tlwd last md he did 
lemaikabtr wVI V fign back tor second ptoce. Gam the amount of niwitoE neM mac 
diy. It IS piobaftia tost he wM apprec to w mo aidH wto a Mar. Kadasoed a ulta m"* 
andhasXariwAiqui^clBnctoasSBL SalaetiDK BRAVE TORNADO 
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COUN DAVES PERSIAN WAR PREMIER NOV- 
ICE HURDLE (CLASS A) £15,000 added 
2m 4f 110yds 
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)4 AE| ASHFIELDS FARM HAMNCAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 
Iri!^ added 3m 2f UDyds 
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q“ 1C| EBF lUnONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUAUFER) 
I (CLASS E) £3D00 added fen 130yds 
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sport 

Croft spins in to 
spare Atherton 


SATURDAY 


15 1997 .JffiEJNPEPEND^ 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Christchurch 
New Zealand 229-5 
V England 


Robert Croft is a spin bowler 
who defies logic, or at least the 
kind found in most county 
changing-rooms around Eng- 
land. He also takes wickets. 

whicb is a useful habit, especially 
when your captain inserted 
a side on a grossv' pitch in the 
firm belief that his pace bowlers 
will have put him in an unas- 
sailable position by tea, 

with his chirp, spin and ag- 
gression. the 26-ycar-old Croft 
has been England's find of the 
winter, an assessment support- 
ed by the as.sisiant bowling 
coach. John Eraburey, who now 
reckons the Glamorgan player 
on tour is a far better version 
of the one he knew in England. 

**He adjusts to the pace of the 
wicket so quickly.” Emburey 
said. "He's a damn good bowier 
who's improving all the time." 

Quite simply, where others 
failed to make a mark. Croft - 
as he did when England most 
needed it in the second Test in 
Wellington - stamped his now 
indelible authority by taking the 
prime wickeLs of RtcocIc, Astic 
and Fleming, as England 
clawed their way back into the 
game after a disconcerting 
morning session had threat- 
ened to expose Mike Atherton's 
contentious decision to field. 

Asking the opposition to bat 
first in Tests matches is always 
a risky proposal. So far Ather- 
ton has done it on fivv occasions, 
winning once, drawing three 
times and losing the other. It is 
a poor win-rate considering the 
high-risk element involved; 
namely that if your opponents 
get a big score, you are in- 
evitably ^ing to have to bat last 
on a piten that is both worn and 
unpredictable. 

if it was logic then it flew in 
the face of lo^ advice, which, 
like that in Johannesburg last 


I (Ttor itay; EnffanI tioo Cosy 
I NEW ZEALAND - ianir^ 

I B A Ybivig b Con. - -...11 

i (SiTiin. 11 bafe, 2 ftutfSf 
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*A C Parore not out - 38 
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CLCAmsnoiout JO 

(4S min. 36 bans. 1 Kur) 

I Extras ibl.IOl3.nbl5> — 29 

I Total (tar 6, 36511*1. 90on«nj} 229 

I M: 1-14 (Ybune), Z-7S iPocodO. 3-106 
I iHorrv). 4-137 (Astle), >201 iT1emir)g>. 


winter (where Atherton’s deci- 
sion to insert was absolved onfy 
one of the gr^t Test innings), 
regards what is above your 
head as more important than 
what is below your feeL As that 
w-as blue the consensus out- 
side the Ei^and dresstng-room 
was to bat, d^ite the verdan- 
cy of the playing surface. 

What undoubtedly compli- 
cated Atherton's decision, how- 
ever, was New Zealand's late 
inclusion of Heath Davis, a 
seam bowler brought in to re- 
place a veteran spiimer, Dipak 
RateL With the ¥2^ needing to 
win, Atfaencxi may have bowled 
simply in order to prevent the 
home side's paoe-orientcd attade 
fiom_ having first use of a juicy 
lookiDg tra^ When Bob >^is 
tried ploy in Adelaide dur- 
ing the 1982^ Ashes series it 


THIRD TEST 
FIRST DAY 


badly backfired when Australia 
won comfortably by an inning s 

Atherton would probably ar- 
gue that bowling first has 
proved to be the right thing in 
eveiy match so far played on this 
leg of the tour and'thai New 
Zealand pitches, which tend to 
start damp, are at their best for 
batting on days two and three. 

It is a theory that is borne out 
historically and on the 35 oc- 
casions a team have b^n asked 
to bat first in Tests on New 
Zealand soil, losses outnumber 
wins 18 to seven. 

Had the England captain 
not become so iiuected with the 
insistence of his coach. David 
Lloyd, on dealing solely with 
positives, he mi^t also have 
pointed out that England again 
wasted the new ball, with Do- 
minic Cork in particular look- 
ing as if he was searching for 
wickets through style rather 
than content. 

The official tine is that he is 
struggling for rhythm, which 
may be true. But even though 
he mana^d to pick up Bryan 
Young, bowled through tbe 

Td bee S a Doul. H T OaMa, 6 1 ARott. D L 
VeUori. 

ncMfcic Cufc (rcl2) B-1-33-1. 

6- 2-200. a-0-14O>: CwMeil 184430 
(null (&-2-SO, 5-2-8-0. 3-0-80. 2-0-50. 
30-7-0): Ooeab 100444. »*3} 130-130. 
10-3-19.1. Sd-12-Oi: CMIt 34-4-480 
(nbli (6-1-12-1. B-1-18-1. 3-1-9-0, 

7- 1-10-1); TW** IfrOOaO (10-4-14-0. 
6^2O-<0; 7Yn*pa 1-100. 

Picg wo ; 60 : 56 imt. 12.2 mere. Loodc 
85 ftr 2 (Hoineai. neinng 2) 28<Mtre. lODe 
147 mn. 34,2 owo. 160: 226 met. 53.1 
<Mn. Iba 160 for 4 (Jteminc 38, tarare tn 
57 overs. 200: 314 mn. 77.2 o«rs. New 
ban taken Ster 84 oven at 207 far 5. 
nmli«sa:163rnfn.l27 bBlia.6foun. 
BI61AN0: N V Kn04. -U A AttMtorv f A J 
SUmait, N HuBam, Q P Thorpe, J P Oaw- 
kv. D Q Cork. R D B (>oft. D Gni^ A R Cad- 
dlck, PCRTijIheU. 

UnplieK D B Hear and R S Oime. TV re- 
plir mvlm: D M Ooeiiud. IMsb 
pjPBuii^ 


gate to one of the horrible 
shots of the series, his mind 
seems to be on another cloud 
to the long, white one over here. 

Young's riiqnwsal did give 
England an early chance to 
pressurise the debutant 
Matthew Home, who, afier 
getting off the mark with an 
edgeiT four over second slip, 
looked as if he had both the 
technique and temperament to 
prosper at this level. 

Unfortunately Horae’s 
chance to consolidate his place 
will probably have to come lat- 
er rather than sooner, as he suf- 
fered a fractured left wrist 
during his otherwise competent 
inning y of 42. U was an injury 
caused by Darren Gough, tbe 
mao who eventual^ got him 
out, caught by Grahw Thorpe 
as he edged a lifter to first sl^. 

It was one of several injury 
problems endured by New 
Zealand, who began day 
without their captain. Lee Gcr- 
mon, after he had ftiiled a fit- 
ness lest on an injured groin. 

As the team’s wicket-keeper, 
as well as their leader, it took 
two men to replace him, with 
Stephen Fleming taking over as 
acting captain and a reprieved 
Adam Parore taking the gloves. 
It was a combination that de- 
ceived to &tter. and, aooording 
to many, Germon is only in the 
side for his PR and not his 
repertoire. 

Reming's promotion at the 
tender age of 23 over that of 
Blair Pocock - tbe only man in 
the side to have bad first-class 
experience of captain^ - was a 
bold move. It was not so long 
ago that Reming was carpeted, 
along with two of his team- 
mates, for smoking cannabis 
during a tour to South Africa. 

Th^ say, however, that pow- 
er can change a man. and after 
the recUess manner in which he 
gm’e up his widtet in >^Uington, 
tail left-hander was a mod- 
el of concentraiion and calm. 

When be is set, he can look 
as clas^ as any left-hander bar 
Brian Lnra, and he tvrice left ex- 
tra cover gawping in admiration 
as sumptuous drives off Phil 
Tuftietl and Gou^ flashed by. 
There are still flaws and just 
wiien it looked as if be had 
played his captain's role 
almost to perfection, a rash at- 
tempt to dominate Croft saw 
him efficiently stumped by Alec 
Stewart for 61 

It was a dose decision which 
the umpire Dazyli Hair gave out 
whlKim recourse ro the third um- 
pire, an arrogant act smee the 
tediDology is there to be used. 
Hair has done this before and, 
a few years ago, this unshakeable 
belief in his own judgement 
once cost England a couple of 
crudal nm-outs in Sydney. 
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High flier New Zealand’s Chris Cairns evades a lifting ball by the &i^and paceman 
Andy Caddick on the opening day of the third Test Photograph: Chris Turv^/Empics 


Goicflng holds sway Harris retums to Warrington 
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Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 

Mike Golding was set to take 
Group 4 first acro»i the finish 
line tor the third lime in three 
leg.4 of the BT Challenge lost 
night. With just 24 hours and 
25h miles to run of the 1.250 
from Wellingtnn to Sydney fie 
had a Ifl-mile adsantage on 
Chits Hbbs in Concert. 

Bui Tibbs w:is siighlly heller 
posilkmed to the north of Gold- 
ing and determined to make up 
for the disappointment of being 
disma.sieJ on the second leg 
from Rio de Janeiro. Making 
ground was Simon Walker, lltird 
in Toshiba and heading fitru Uip 
three pLiec in :i|l llirec legs os 


well as Staying second to Gold- 
ing on combined elapsed times. 

Nearing the finish of a com- 
plete circumnavigation is the 
Frenchinan Christophe Augin in 
the 60ft Geodis. He is forecast 
to win the VL'ndee Globe single- 
handed non-stop round the 
world race at Les Sables 
d'Olonne tomorrow in a new 
record time of 105 days, four 
less than the previous best set 
by Tiiouan Liimazou. 

Lying .sixth, but due to climb 
higher when gh'cn time al- 
lowances for his rescue of 
Raphael Dinelli. is Britain's 
Pete Goss, safely round the 
Horn, recovered from per- 
forming suigeiy on his own el- 
bow. and the only competitor in 
u 5Uft yacht. Aqua Quorum. 


Rugby League 

DAVEHADHELD 


Warrington's Great Britain 
.stand-off. Icstyn Harris, is back 
in training with ihe club and Ls 
in line for a recall in the Chal- 
lenge Cup tie against Sheffield 
Eagles next weekend. 

Harris, the current first 
choice for the Test side, has 
been frozen out at Wilder- 
spool since being transfer-list- 
ed at a world record £Um last 
season. 

He has been training on his 
own while Warringtou and 
prospective buyers. St Helens, 
haw drifted finder and further 
apart in their negoiiatious. 


But now Warrington have 
told him to come back to 
Wildeispool to train with their 
squad and Harris has accepted 
the approach. 

A statement from tbe dub 
said: “lestyn Harris has been in- 
structed to report back to the 
club for training. This is fol- 
lowing tbe failure of St Helens 
to pul forward anything like an 
acceptable proposal for his 
transfer. 

**St Helens approached tbe 
player and unsettled him at a 
oucial time for tbe dub and the 
loss of his goal-kicking may 
well have cost the club fourth 
place in Super League. 

“lestyn is no longer available 
to St Helens -contact between 


them is prohibited - but he is 
still ou the transfer list." 

A spokesman for Harris said 
he hod always been willmg to 
ccxitinue to play tor ^^&IIington 
but still wanted a move. 

Saints have confirmed that 
they wiU appeal against Bobbie 
Goulding's eight-match ban for 
his high tacUe on Wigan’s NeD 
Cowie in the Challenge Cup tie 
last Saturday. 

“It is five years since Bobbie 
was last sent off and we feel the 
severity of the sentence out- 
weighs tbe seven'ty of tbe of- 
fence," David Howes, the club's 
chief executive, said. 

Saints and ^gan have each 
been fined £15 J)00 for their tele- 
vised brawl in the wake of 


Gouldii^'s tackle. Half tbe fine 
has been su^nded for a year 
in each case but the dubs, who 
have been told they have no 
light of appeal, are to seek legal 
a^ce. 

Carlisle and the amateurs, 
Dudley Hill, who were also 
involv^ in a brawl in their tie 
last weekend, have each been 
fined £1,000, of which £750 is 
suspended. 

Halifax have signed another 
young French player, the 18- 
year-old second-rower, Jerome 
Guisset, from St Est^. 

Fast and Second Division 
clubs knocked out of tbe ^al- 
lenge Cup last weekend play in 
the first round of the new 
Plate ooinpetidon tomorrow. 


FIVE NATIONS' CHAMPIONSHIP' 

Welsh pride ' 
up against 
French form 


DAVID ILEWEaYN 

reports from Paris 

When a French rock, Richard 
Dourthe, meets a Welsh hard 
case, Scott Gibbs, in Paris this 
afternoon woe betide anyone 
f»giipht in the middle. The pair 
of them will be at the epicentre 
of tbe confrontation between 
France and Whies at the Parc 
des Princes. 

VV^es, with a miserable run 
of 10 Five Nations defeats on 

the trot stretching back 22 years 

in the French capiiaL and here 
on the rebound after perpetu- 
ating another dismal run with 
a home defeat against Ireland 
two weeks ago, do not intend 
rolling over and letting the 
colores get away with anything. 

R>r their part France will be 
looking to complete the second 
leg of vriiat the nation hopes will 
be a Grand Slam and wrap up 
fixtures between the two coun- 
tries at the Parc before moving 
to a puipose*buOt stadium else- 
where in the capital next year. 

But there’s many a sjip tuixt 
Five Nations cup and lip. Hav- 
ing lost half a down first-choice 
I players through injury or sus- 
pension the last thing the 
French want b for Douithc. the 
erstwhile bad boy - he has 
been variously accused of kick- 
ing England's Ben Clarke, 
punching Wales' leuan Evans 
and spitting at Neil Jenkins os 
well as breaking the ribs of his 
closest foend, Thomas Cas- 
I taign^de, courtesy of a late 
tackle— to misbehave today. Re- 
markably. the heaviest penalty 
Dourthe has had impend on 
him was a one-match ban for 
the Oarke incident. 

Dourthe, 22, who plays at 
full-back for missed the 
Fhench victory over Ireland last 
month after sufferi^ concus- 
sion foUowing4i training ground 
collision, and he was one of the 
six enforced changes to the 
side, coining in at centre for 
Castaigni»le, who is recovering 
from a broken jaw. 

Ibday, promises Dourthe, 
he will be a good bc^. “I have 
gone over the top several 
limes," he admitted. “I am too 
impulsive. A modern player 
should not lose control as 1 have 
done, but I believe 1 have 
turned that comer and you will 
now see a different foebard 
Dourthe." 

Not too different tiiough. 
France wili need his aggressive 
edge and fiery spirit. ^les are 
dangerous. Allan Bateman, like 
Gibbs, a prodigal from rugby 
league, pi3ses a very real mid- 
field threat and Dourthe is 
aware of this. He says: “The 


ni*^' league players have iran^ 
fomed the approach of this 
Welsh side." 

Dourthe. who was barely a 
month old when his father 
aaude plawd for France in 
1^5 on the oecasfon of Wales' 
last victory at Pure dcs Wnixs. 
must have some subliminal 
memory of that Gallic slip-up 
because he insists: “Deep down 
I fear the Welsh for more than 
I tear the English. 

“In their opening mutch the 
F njikh stuck rigidly to ilwir 
game plan and in my opinion 
did not displav much of a tlueaL 
Whereas even in defeat i^inst 
Ireland two week.s ago the 
Welsh showed a spirit that wc 
have not seen from them in a 
lung time." 

If Wales are to storm the 
French line succeisdully they wiQ 
need an exemplary perfor- 
mance from their pac^ Agaiast 
Ireland they committed tbe 
cardinal sin of losing the ball in 
the tackle and turning over 
possession to their opponents 
too frequently w'hich meant 
they could not ‘provide a .Sinind 
pla^orm for their backs to work 
on. 

That performance prompted 
a veteran of the 1975 triumph. 

Charlie FauUtner, to say: “Some ||, 
of the forwards are very luciqr 
to be given another chance, 
feel like putting a few back in 
Mothercarc's window. If the at- 
titude and application isn't to- 
tally different from that shown 
against Iielaiid then they will get 
a hiding. Nice guys win noihii^ 
especially at F^rc des Princes." 

lalk^ of iiice guys, Dourthe 
kicked 20 points when France 
beat Wales 40-33 in Cardiff 
last September. Despite that 
Dourthe continues to talk up 
the Welsh. ‘Apart from the 
ultia-hard Gi'bbs-Bateman pw- 
ing at centre," he explains. 
“they also have leuan Evans. ^ 
who lemaios a redoubtable fin- 
isher, Arwel Diomos, who has 
established himself at fly-half, 
not to mention a formidable 
back tow. This Welsh side is 
singing a very different song 
from the one we faced last , 
Sepiemb^. If Walqs win in ' 
Paris, they will win the Fivu Na- 
tions' Championship-" 

Thai “IT reverberates around 
the coocrete bowl of the Paredes 
Princes. Wales who were re- 
lieved to see their full-back and 
goal-ldcker Jenkins, and Bate- 
man come through a rigorous 
work-out yesterday, will fovc an 
awfiil lot to do. 

Paris is braced for an epic en- 
counter. History and form 
favour France, but pride and 
rekindled passion could lift 
Wales to greater heights. 


FRANCE V WALES 
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Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 
reports from Cologne 

Old Loiightonians, who have 
had bad luck recently with in- 
juries as well as losing their Na- 
tional Indoor title, bad a «4»ange 
of fortunes here yesterday when 
they won ih^ owning game of 
the European Indoor Club 
Championship A Division. 

Tb^ beat the Spanish cham- 
pions, Aideasa ^^deluz, 5-3 in 
an exciting game before a near 
full house. In a match in whicb 
they never looked back after 
owning the scoring in tbe sixth 
minute, their Scottish pair. 


Colin Hector and David Ralph, 
were outstanding and with 
Julian Halls shouting his usual 
non- stop agression, the coach, 
Bilfy McPherson, had no need 
to upon himself. 

The anival of Quis Koor, six 
minutes into the game, broii^t 
the first goal in asplendid move 
started deep in his own half by 
Ralph, carried on by Alan 
Philpot for Bloor to finish. Al- 
though the Spanish equalised 
^or^ afterwards, a penalty 
stroke save by Jerry Garner gave 
the Old Bi^ confidence and 
ih^ stormed back. 

Qiris Giadman was on band 
to sweep in after Hector's 
penalty corner had been 


;>artially saved to put them 
back in tbe lead. When, three 
minutes to the interval, R^h's 
stick was chopped in the circle, 
the Scottish international put 
them further ahead from the 
penalty spot A defensive lapse 
helped the Spanish reduced 
the arrears to 3-2 at half-time. 

Ri^h was ag^ the provider 
1 1 minutes into the second half 
for Gladman's second goal and 
then five minutes later set up 
Bloor for his second. 

Although Jorge Roment cap- 
italised on another lapse of 
concentration for the final 
goal, Loughtonians were, by 
now, borne to a well deserved 
victory. 


Cannock must do without Crutchley 


I in: INKEPENDENT & SBC Warburg 


PETERCOUIVia 


Bobby CriiLchley will be missing 
from the Cannock line-up when 
they virit his old club, Hounslow 
tomorrow, as tbe Premier lead- 
ers will be looking to reassert 
themselves after their defeat at 
home to Cantertnuy last week. 

Crutchley broke a thumb in 
that game but expects to be fit 


for England's trip to Pakistan 
next montL His temporaiy ab- 
.sence is hardly likely to deriy him 
the prize of a Forte Posthouse 
weekend for two as the League s 
leading saver. He is currently 
nine ahead of East Grin- 
stead’s Richard Gibson. 

Cannock may have lost tbe No 
1 spot tor the first time ance No- 
vember by the time they meet 
Hounslow, leddington entertain 


Guildford on Hounslow's pitch 
immediately before them, and 
victory would pul them ahead, if 
onJy temporarily. 

Luke Hodges comes into the 
Teddington squad for Jason 
LasIelL who is on bolidiw. Icd- 
dingtonwill hope to extend their 
nin of wins to nine. Guildford arc 
likely to be without Brett Gar- 
rard, their influential England 
Under-2l captain. 


wek-offc 2.0 (BBCTtel8sa.0l. I 

Women face 
hard schedule 
on final day 

SkHng 

The last day of the Alpine 
World Championships in Ses- 
triere tornorruw will he crowded 
with three medal races and 
some of the women having to 
I compete twice within f^boura..^\ 

! Or|aiiiseTS said the women's 
i combined downhill, which was 
called off on Thursday and yes- 
terday due to bud weather, 
would be held today at noon. 

Before that, the regular 
women's downhill will be held 
at 9 JOam. The mun's ddom, at 
5pm and 8pm. will then be the 
final event. 

The rescheduling is likely to 
affca the German women skiers 
Katja Scizingerand Hiliic Gerg 
DX)st of all. &nzmcer is the 19^ 
Olympic downhill champion 
a front-runner fisr the world 
title. She is also well placed with 
Gcr^ for the combined title. 

It IS not be the first time this 
season tbailhc women have had 
two ^cd races in a day. On 7 
December in ihev held a j 
World Cup super-giant slalom ^ 
and hours later the diwnhill. 
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^ PnfflPEiroi^T • RAT UBPay is TOTtmTAW <aon 


sport 






.Hie.from row. A albst.since’-ajidasfiiras'be 
dai^broocfiogdeD hconcexnedyttebiiidenofze- 
ShBIE' ^ M qnity where • sponsibiUiylea^iiOTOomfbr 
strong, agent types the &o sziaff& WiCD'JiieJkxis 
^ engage in boats of boimwilfa mie Irish m 'P inHhi 
personal one-up- tlus aftexnoo^ concentration 
manship that, i^traditioa, axe win told the hand over 


only loosety rrmn^mA to the 

game of lu^ going on azDund 


aggravation. 

“Not that yon don't need to 


timn. Maix K^an never r^- give as yon get,” he said' thfe 
fitted the mould: he was al- weelL'Ttunkof mein die mid- 


ways strong, certainly, but 
silent? Pun me other one. 

“Ronnie”, as be is rather 
predicAab^ nicknamed, romt 
nnmh of his eaxfy caieer mu:^ 
the hind off oppoatibn 

donfcqs with tfiiom'he came in 
dose, giiapplii^ contact On 
one fambus oecasioa at the 
Meraorial Gxoand, t^ere his 

belovedBristoi ■ ' 

weretakiimon . 


die of that first scntm, stuck 
there with my arms iq> atoimd ' 
my hmid and ynlnerable to 
trtiatever they, throw, at me. 
Every Idsh side' mhistocy has 
been a faandfbl and 1: don’t 
su{^K)6e for a mhinte that these 
bc^wiH be any d ifi br eat 
“But rm a professional rug- 
17 idayn representing toy 
■ oonntxyandthe. 




weretakii^on thing Fm* 

a mig^ M pi Every Irish side ^ » 

New Zealand , ' -doiitt a prb&a-' 


" tourists from 
Canteibiiry,he- 
politeiy --in-l 


Richard Loe- 
yea, the 
Ridiaid Xoe,' 
the . ultimate 


has been a 
: handful add f 
don't isupii^ 
these boys wilt 


skmuJpKTbit 
means ihrow a ^ 
w^atthelnie- 
out,' . scrum-- 
maging baxdjn 
tte set^ece, -. 
hitting every 
nick and'jnanl 


Marie Ite^n jeiftei^ a-geat modern tradthm of Briatid bookers who.baverplaya'd for England 




Eke atne t)f he 

preftstD!wo^fiie*iiaidymd^ 
tafiier^mflc^'around m the 


ez^t .in the be any different' 

An ' Black . ■ ' -iut and putting 


lack -jut and putting 

diamber of . mayfiindiiare 

horrors -that he was hot aD he oftacMes.IiBedtoo^aibit 
hadbeenmadtediqitob&Tm ofatriad^qk, but them doem 
in an annehair here,” Regan seein vo be. the time th^ 
said at the very firin scnim. days.” - 
“Yon^mot-.mudh-cop, are ■ R^anisinhisptnnpatpre- 
Alan 'Shmpp'aiKkuier of sent. FhS-time trainuig has 
u^' fropt-rdwexs that earned Urn- some increased 
i^t,wasnndeiAttidat^mQr- ballast - “Not an inch of £at, 
txS^ “Rflgaa's^^obr^ mad,” mind you, mid Pm ipiidcer over 
Sharp said almawi^ds. “Of ^ - 20 mitres than Fve ever been” 
thepeoplemtiiiBivmild tOup-. - and as he has ahvays scnim- 
set, he fiWh) cbA^-hfin.” .ntaged every . oimoe of his 


Buttbat'wastilka/I&q^anis weight; the can eniM to 

Bbw£ndaoid^.]K)p]Eer encounter almost 17st of gngje- 

asfiEBtiKt-^biewtmhiBfiiatcm nundednesstodby.BuChisthe 
ttainsttheSoufiiAfiifmkwoxu gtowinginani^ of his play fiat 
champions at 'Beidceifiiate 16 malmsnan aliwcont^^for 
months ago and hasnot raused a licms trip this summer. Unr 


mindedness todby. BuCh is the 


qoaiterBne. ' 

. lifehasnotalwa^beentius 

- ocAsidksablepKessuiPfR^ 

. BKkipeht he was adeed to tate 
ovnrtimhooka^ndefiomBci- 
anMoc^ who spent most of his 
64-c^ international career not 
; soimidh|fiaymg^Ep^and as 
^mbolisiog th^ “It was a b^ 
act 10 follow. 1 thou^ 1 mi^t 
luivereceivedagoodluckines' 
sage from Bdan but rW never 
broid a word from him. PolEqis 
that made ine a& Che moire 
termined to succeed.” 

It was not loi^ before he felt 
the'heac foam the ^tiight. Re^ 
gan not on)^ reads the press but 
takes what be reads to heart, 
and vdien he found himself on 


the wrong end of the taUrnds 
after En^amf s nanow defeat 
in Paris last year; his self-con- 
fideiK» was in danger of taking 
a cme^wsy ti^ to obfivkm: 

“Pecqde are alvnystdlingme 
not to read the papers birtTve 
never been able to h^ n^'seilf 
and on fiiat occarion, net It 
to me. 1 was weU wound up uiH 
til Jack Rowell phoned me 
and said: *I know you’ve taken 
some stick but don’t , wony 
about a thing because we’re ^ 
ri^ briund yOlL' 11 m was out- 
staudhig, bMause he tidd me 
exactly I needed to bear. 

Fve got reflect for a man who 
looks after his players like 
that." 

He has been well looked af- 
terfootherqnaiteis. too. Bad: 
in the 1960s, Bristol boasted 
Engjand hookers m John 
Thome and the great John 


England 


from early shock 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Ireland A 
QigtendA 


Iiihh had a glorious tra- 
ditim of puttiog fear of God 

. isto opponents in the first 20 
iKnfianxes ctf aiu^matdi, but 
7 this was ridioalous. England A, 
by soime distiuice the stnxogest 
seooatd^tring m the European 
. game, were taken so coo^pre- 

beiriiM^ tqythedeahen 
eariy stage^t DOnnybrook 
yestenfay thaf^ey must have 
woodared wh^er somcOae 
sMistimted me AH Blacks 
. foTt^|bbdc.8tu£L 

E3iitf Ifoaoe; Cemor-O^Sfaea 
. and Gava WtisfaaD crossed for 
tries m foe opening fiuT7 cd'fire 
aiKlhrinistoneaiidEngland, 19 
' withered made 12 min-’- 

7utes,'were loofctog at h ttinni a- 

tioDOnagraods^e.. 


Ihankfoi^ fimn their pomt 
of view, the Irish storm Uew 
itself out and once the calmer 
waters anv^ Tbny Dqnose 
was able to mastermind a full 
reoovexy. 

Ihe No 8 and pt^ leader 
was in the most inspired focm, 
repeatedly making acres of 
grouiidfrcmtbebaseofdiesd- 
piece. ICs distribution was also 
of foe hipest class -he would 
not look out of place at inside 
centre - and if the senior Enfr 
lish side still cooadeis itsra 
short of a cultured baD’CaxxieT, 
it could do much- worse than 
mVe a chance on the Saracens 
captain. 

Diprose played a decisive 
rol* in ta»»wJwng 
feeding Adedayo Adeb^o 
with a scoring pass after the 
Bath wing had cleverly 
switched flanks as Dan Luger 

'made a long diagonal run ftom 

z^ht to left. When ' he then 


piled over himself near the 
Irifo posts after a series of 
tapped penalties, his sde were 
be^ at the races come the in- 
terval, just a converted try 
adrift at 15-22. 

Fcnirmirmtes into foe second 
half, Scott Benton capitalised 
on' another strong run from 
. Luger to square ft. The Irish 
were in a state of foo^ that al- 
most bordered on dmresaon; 
not only had they lost what 
should have been a decisive 
iead, but also their ouiride-halL 
. Hml Bmke^ 'Who had looked ca- 
pable of running l^gland 
jagged in tiie 19 minutes be was 
oh the field. Sadly, the Bristol 
pl^iiid£rhadteCTled(^saf- 
xtefog ftttei a suq>ecAi^ Inoken 
jaw. 

Even though Keane restored 
.a three-point lead to!foe Irish 
with a 49tb--mmutc penalw, 
tries from Nick Greenstock, 
Neal Back and hfozk Mqrletoft 


put the tin lid <m matters. It 'was 

coa^ had anticipated a com- 
fortable victory, not a seat-of- 
tbe-pants job - but if they are 
going to he this (fifBcuIt to 
beat, foefr beari is obviously hx 
the right place. 
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WaUace puts on late show for victory 


AWLSTEPHENS . 

Ireland Under-21 28 

En^and Un dy-21 27 

• : V 'i 

foeland itne3q)ec(edly exteoded 

tireir stiqaence ctf victories to 

force in the series of uirder-21 

matdies gainst Eo ^and , by 

. winniiQ a contest of esctracudi- 

nmy vigonr and esdtement at 
. Gxeystopes, near Dublin, y^ 
teray wifo a try by their ito 8, 
J5a^ Wallace, in the third 
in&uire of mjazy time. 

^ -HavizisbMten foe Irish ony 

Moe bme at tiiis level, Eag- 

.** e.jci.- — ■ * - bMian^ 


tard scored EiQjand’siburtfa 17 
to leave Ireland* trailing by 13 
points. 

from being foe rigual to 
a third defeat tius sea- 
son, and add further, dis^)* 


Ftanoe and 'Wties di 
nw y nth , Ireland 1D1 


the last 
. them- 
laudL 

andOT- 


4UUVM4 BUM MM— flBR o^T 1 

over them vfoen, with 15 
nBBDtes ifimamiD^ 


oeativi^ throughout tiieir 
by, T falMMl improved foeir seu- 
^^ri^miinftaiair ablyMdien 

0^'leinspfoed a eight min- 
utes fitun time. Even tiiBs, En^ 
laud’s coxnposaieseesKd intact. 
But the troth is; had En^and 

not squandered so much qoal- 
17 poteessioh earlier in foe 
gftfyx^ and -failed so Tootinely to' 


convert their chances mto 
scores, they would have been 
too far out of reach for Ireland 
to have harboured any notkm 
of victory. 

' A difoelieving CS^'Wbod- 
waid, Bu^amfs coach, saifo “So 
often we got tiirov^ the first 
line of defence, but didn’t put 
the cfaaaoesaway.” 

Ireland led 14-8 at foe break 
with \I^Bce -dairning. their 
opanngtwaftcr a drivmgmauL 
Rkhard Coveroey kidEi^ two 
pjBoalties and a drtqqred goal 
Eagfeed’a response was a try by 
Joe Wbisley and a Rob Hhcb- 
mov^ praialty. 

Before 'VIhllaee eventually 
left his indeliUe mark on the . 
game, Er^fend scored 19 pdiUs 
with^ zepfy uiduding three 


tries - one each for Roy Win- 
ters, his replacement Oustax^ 
and the ti^-head prop Chris 
Horsman > and two conversions 
by ICtduDOU^ Ultimately h 
was not enough. 
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PuDinvfoite athird dub stalwart, 
John 'White, was an interna- 
tional reserve in foe porition. 
Wifo that sort of tradition be- 
hmd him, it is litde wonder t^ 
Regan received the right help 
at the right time. 

Add to that the unstinting 
support of his neatest and dear- 
est andyou have a tenplate for 
roocess. lather Mike intro- 
duced his son tomini-ru^ as 
an el^t-y^-old and has dri- 
ven bi^ forward ever smee. In- 
deed, Regan Jnr was to all 
intents and pmposes a semi- 
prof^onal player during the 
d^g days of amateurism, 
tbanfe to some symMtbetic 
em^deyn^t in foe mri]% cratie 
hirebosmess. 

“My dad was (lutte a decent 
wing forward 10 his day, go^ 
enon^ to get a trial for Bris- 
tol, but mfuries set in early and 


aiQrw^, 1 think he preferred a 
drtek to a hard trah^ session. 
In foe end. he felt be sold him- 
self foort in his own rugby ca- 
reer and was detennined I 
should give it my best shot My 
parents travel all over the 
world to watch me play and 
never miss a match; well al- 
most never. They di^’t ffy to 
'West Hartlepool for Bristol's 
league match this season, but 
that's probably understand- 
able. They’ll certainly be in 
Dublin and theyll enjoy every 
minute.'; 

As, hideed, Regan himself 
plans to eiqoy h. Whatever else 
may have ^oe wrong for Eng- 
land in their four matches ti^ 
season, the front row has 
proved durable, combative, 
highly sldUed and supremely 
self-assured. The hooker puts 
much of it down to the influence 
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of his tight head, Jason 
Leonard, foe most-capped Eng- 
lish prop of them all. 

“Jason will be worth his 
weight in gold today, with all 
that passion and craziness fly- 
ing around. Wiggy [Graham 
Rewntree, the loose-head prop] 
and 1 are growing into our 
roles together - we're almost 
cap-for-cap - but Jason has 
been in there for years and his 
experience means a loL 

“He's been warning us all 
week of what we can expect 
from a pumped-up Irish padc 
and he’ll it loads in the 
dressing-room this afternoon 
too. But on the pitch he'll just 
go alxiut his business, drof^ing 
in the odd word of encoui^- 
ment here and there. He 
doesn't need to say much real- 
ly because he knows we’ll fol- 
low him wherever he goes.” 


Singleton 
powers 
Jets’ twin 
ambition 

Basketball 


RICHARD TAYLOR 


Billy Singleton, the man 
mountain at the heart of 
Chester Jets' brcaktbrou{di to 
foe club's first ever major final, 
warned 7-UP League Tropl^ 
opponents London Towers 
**we ore ready, big time” as he 
looked forwaiB to next 
monfo's showdown at Binn- 
ingh^'s NEC. 

Chester and Ibwers put 
the final on the back burner 
this weekend as they resume 
their rivalry for the Budweis- 
er League title in a five-way 
fight alongside Sheffield 
Sharks, Birmingham Bullets 
and the Dockiands-based 
Leopards. 

Thu Jets, who reached the 
final after Thursday ni^t’s 
93-92 semi-fiiuti win at Leices- 
ter City Riders, arc aw:^ to 
Thames ^6I)ey Tigcm tonight 
and at home to the Bullets to- 
morrow. 

Chester’s week began wifo a 
76-7.') League defeat at the 
ibwers, whidi Give the title ini- 
tiative to the ^mblcy-based 
club. The 6ft Sin Sin^ton, 
whose power plays and 32 
points were foe cornerstone of 
Thursd^'s victoiy, said: “It was 
u tough start to the week aiul 
now weVe got another tough 
w^end. w must concen- 
trate on that and forget the fi- 
nal for a whOe.” 

'Ibwers reached the final 
with an 80-71 victory over 
Sheffield. Ibnight Towers vis- 
it Manchester Giants, where 
the coadi. Joe Whelton. is en- 
during a difficult return to 
Englifo basketball after an all- 
conquering five years in 
Switzerland. 

Last weekend Giants scram- 
bled to a 76-73 win over the 
Tigers after three successive 
Lrague defeats. Whelton said: 
“Wb need people to step up 
and take respoinsibfliiy and it 
just isn’t happening.” 

Leicester's American Leon 
McGee vowed never to plsy for 
the club again after a row with 
the coach. Bob Donewald, 
condemned him to the benefo 
for Thursday’s semi-final wifo 
Chester. Ibmorrow Leicester 
are at borne to the Leopards, 
with Donewald hoping McGee 
wfU relent and play. 


“IN IRELAND the INEVITABLE 
NEVER HAPPENS AND THE 
UNEXPECTED CONSTANTLY OCCURS 
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NOT EVERYTHING IN BLACK AND WHITE MAKES SENSE. GUINNESS 
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Bradford City’s martager has buried his hard-man image and built bis First Division side’s passing game 
Chris Waddle’s subtle skills. Phil Shaw met him as he prepared his players to face Sheffield Wednesday tomorro 



Kamara’s secret depths 


D uiing two decades as a mid- 
field enfaiceTt the intensiQrof 
Ch^ Kamaia’s tadding came 
to be feaied by those who can^ du 
flame for football’s finer arts. In his 
first full season as man^r of Brad- 
ford Gqt, he Is confironti^ people’s 
preimnceptioos with similar zeal. 

len years agn this montht the man 
iKW Striving tt> midse Bradford a bas* 
don of the beajtiful game became 
the first pl^ier ever to ^ polios mp- 
npiftHinyt for an on-field incident iCa- 
mara received a four-fi^re fine for 
breaking an opponent's jaw. and, by 
his own admission, had run up “a ter- 
rible list of bookings and firm or six 
sendings-off” before retiring. 

By an unhappy coinddenoe, the 
Bradford board recent^ started le- 
gal action against a Huddersfield 
player. Gordon ^tson, making 
only bis third appearance after Ka- 


znara bought him from Southamp- 
ton for a dub-record £550,000, had 
a leg brokra in two places in a chal- 
lenge 1^ Kevin Gray. 

Afthmigh Kamarawasso incensed 
the incident that he had to be re- 
stzamed by bis players, he sees no 


contradiction or Iwpocrisy in his ap- 
parent change ^m poacher to 


gamekeeper. There was certainly no 
macho posturing about the alterca- 
tion that put him in the dock in his 
Swindon d^. He paid a heavy 
price, both mancially and in terms 

his reputation, but that was then 
and this s now. 

If he had buflt Bradford in his own 
image as a player, totnonow’s sell- 
out home tie against Sheffield 
'Wednesday in the FA Cup’s fifth 
round would have been the defini- 
tive dash of st^es. Instead, it pron^ 
es to be a purist’s delight, with 
Chris Widdle among those i^old- 
ing Kamara's impn^ble piindples 
against David Pleat's side. 

The match has added intrigue be- 
cause Pleat, whose teams are the an- 
tithesis of route-one or rough-house 
football, deemed 'Whddle surplus to 
requirements. Last autunm. First Di- 
vision Bradford took him in at W- 

Parade. He remains there after 
spurning the post of player-manag- 
er at 'Wbst his renaissance 

providing a st)4ish symbol of Ka- 
mara's conversion. 

At least it looks Iflce a U-turn to 
the outsider. Kamara, whose gentle 
eloquence and wry humour fiulher 
belie his image, argues that It is foot- 
ball vriildi has changed, not him. 
**I’ve always thou^t it was a beau- 
tiful game and that the ball should 
be passed around,** he s^. ‘T also 
believe you can create goannouth ex- 
citement without resorting to the 



bled(ni4Qdc, with a for-pt** 
against Huddersfield. At GoodM . 
Sxk, he embarrassed Neyflte p 
Southall with a majestic chip Bon-' 

^l^M^theoty as to why the bigg^. ; ■ 

dubs igpored Widdle is te , 
doubted his capacity, in he 37m jaig 4 
to his unpaet cm a ^me. It ; •• 
may also be that some 

were afraid to briitg in a chansMfr 

ic figure who might have u|^ . 

■ “^hwlf^^laced ■ ' 

im bchigieh^atM- surely W»dw :■ 
presence offers an instant soI m iO B 
forthediairman?‘‘OfcouneiteoQld ‘ 
happen, but I can’t worry about mat,*’ 
says. ”1 have to do wha^ 

best for the dub. ‘ i - 

“But 1 believe in my ^ 

promised my chairman, GeoccB^ 
Richmond, fwomotion last seasoa' ■ 
wbea 1 took over, which we achieved ' 
/^»qwt<^ftartmg from mid-(d>Ie. - 

must stick by your befieCs. 1b mei 
^•gnw^ someone of Christ dagh . 
never a gai^lc. 

“Results weren't good before 
Christmas, but I can assure you we 
won’t be in the bottom three at the 

ood of the season. Wb've been pliHi 
ing the best footbaU this dor's ew 

seen - aU that was missing w» 

firepower, w4ridi is the dohman 

put im^ money for %lson.’*. 


Chris Kamara in his pitch-side office at Vialley Parade: ‘I spent the best part of 20 years tryhig to stop peotide like Oiris Waddle from irtaying’ 
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It is as if Kamara has rekindled an 
adolescent passion. While some re- 
gard it as gaudieness, he was not dis- 
pleased wdien one newspaper 
deserfoed him as **39 going on 13**. 


Yet he offers another, pragmatic, 
reason for eschewing the cynical 
methods of his past “Some of the 
things I did <» the pitch, you couldn’t 
do to^ because (u me rule dianges 
covering things like the tackle fr^ 
behind,” he says, the honesty as bni- 
tal a whack on the shin. “Nowa- 
days you need people who are skilfcil 
rather than physical in the Fn gikh 
game. 

“1 ^>ent the best part of 20 yean 
trying to stop people like Chris 
^d^ from playing. Now I'm con- 
viooed that good touch and loads of 
movement are the way forward.” 

Bradford's squad reflects bis faith 
in flair (as weU as a judicious ex- 
ploitation of the Bewman ruling 
vriiile funds went into ground im- 


provements). It inchides.a Dutch- 
man, two Portugese (one of Brazil- 
ian origin), sundty Scandinavians and 
the pa^ master who once kept Paul 
Gascoigne out of the England team, 
Gordon Cowans. Kamara malcirat 
no secret either of his interest m re- 
uniting ^ihddle with Peter Beards- 
.1^ in Gty’s daiet and amber. 

It qipears to be a classic casL of 
“do. as 1 s^. not as Tdid”. But while 
the former doclgrard apprentice 
finm Ibessade was a ballwmner. with 
all that term Implied, be always felt 
there was a more constructive play- 
er traing to get out 

The cata^ proved to be a trans- 
fer from Stoke to Leeds in 1990. '□le 
bookiogs dried iq), me sldn to 

show. Ac 32, Kamara made lus de- 


bnlat me top level as an emergency 
lefr-biKd^-subdnipg Ibny Daley w 
out r^iuse to niggedness. He 
went on to cmjoy a trouble-free run, 
never plci^kig thesore tlniinb amon^ 
sophiriicates Hbe Gordon Straefaan 
and &uy. McAQisier. 

*1i^(^.regrdiB mat I (fidn’t pl^ 
for Howa^ 'Wilkinson earlier. I 
would have achieved more and 
-pIayedevenloDgerfflhad.Atom- 
er dubs I was with, the players were 
ahrays anxious about money, about 
makmg ends meet. So to ^ some- 
where as well organised as Leed^' 
vriieze almost me coty thing you had 
to wony about was plying on a Sat- 
urday, was fentastic. 

. 'Tfoward was my dream manag- 
er, somebody Fd been ctying out to 


play for. He encouraged me to cut 
out the reckless challenges • fined 
me for mem - and it worked well for 
me. He's so metit^ous. If anyone 
was made to be FA technical direc- 
tor, it’s him.” 

Lou Macari, at Swindon, he 
learned that managers do not have 
to cooit popularity to earn respect. 
At Shefneld United,. Dave Bassett 
was strong on squad spirit Serving 
under Letmie Lawrence at Mid- 
dledHough and Bradford was equal- 
ty instroctive. “He’s got a great 
knoniedge of foomali but is alw in- 
oedibty laid-badE. which 1 emy,” Ka- 
mara s^. 

Tben there was the shrewd strate- 
gist ^o bars Bradford’s pam to the 
quarter-finals. “David Pleat proba- 


bty did more for me [at Luton] than 
anyone apart from Howard. He 
only had to see a plsyeronce to wruk 
out an their strengths and weak- 
nesses." 

Kamara is grateful, none me less, 
that Pleat saw fit to fit» 'Vl^dle. 
“Chrs shicxild stfll be pbyiiig top-qu^ 
ity foodjall week in, vreek ouL 
Sa the stage, me better be is, as 
proved in me fourth round at Ever- 
ton. But he's also been aipeib at 
places lilre ^Atyoombe and Gnm^.” 

^ddle, a cult fig^ wim sup- 
porters, is obviousty ^‘oying his foot- 
ball agaim And, as if to prove that 
Kamara is not.me only one break- 
ing new ground, me man Marseilles’ 
foUowets christened “the king of 
swaying hips” even scored. Wm- 


Kamaxa points to a near doubung 
attendances since last seasem, 
ty the tfigssst lire m aU four mrisknajl) 
As prom of their Premiership ^ '' 
tentiah be cites last Miy’s invasioii 
of Wbrnbley by 30,000 BiadCordians 
for the play^ final victory over 
Notts CouiUy. ' 

Ending me season in triun^ 
made a weloome chai^ Kaman €>• 
iriained. As 

cUesbiougb am Sheffield United, be, 
was relegated from tbe top section 
three yean running. “They stty that 
Coventry used to pay clubs to sign 
me,” he says with oeac^ian defivery,- 

Mention of Lotem'S demise le? - 
minds Kamara of his return to Elr. 
land Road in their cokxus. Erie.- 
cWooa bad just SKXired his first gos^ 
for Leeds and the.man from 
shire TV pressed Lee Chrqiroan,«^ - 
once played in France and had'of-' 
fered to act as an mtetj^ter, to a^ 
him about iL 

“So Chappy turned to Eric and 
said [slips into Inspector Gouseaii 
accent]: ‘Ow duz eet feel to ev. 
scooted your feiust gol?’ Not sur- 
prisingly, Eric was speechless. ** 

Mu^ as Chris Kamara would love, 
to leave his own manager that day, 
I>ayid Pleat, lost forwmds, Bradford 
will not set out to beat Wednesd^ 
at aityGosL “FoomaU*^ abom winning 
and I’m a winner, but you also have., 
to set standards and entertain pe^ 
(de, ” Ire says, a man of coiiviciioa ia 
more senses than one. 


No 205 Chelsea 


Richard Homsby-Smith 


meup 


FOURTH ROUND 


Blackbini V Coventry 

BMtum wa be wiihoiA kng-tBrrn 
absentees Pearce, Fenton, Ripley and 
Coleman. Ukrainian international de- 
IWider \Vwtushok, an £S0O,000 elgi* 
ingfiom DrityvDnepmpetrovsk. nri^be 
called up far Ns Comtty debut as Breen 
IS cup-bed. 

HFTH ROUND 


TODAT . 

3.0 untas. stated . . 

M Cnp fooriliroad 

Bladibum v CoMentiy ~ — ............. 

Rk Cop WUi found 
Birrrdndi^ V WkeKham 
ChestartiBid v Nottin^m Potest ..... 

Leeds V Portsmouth 
Manchester City V Mkkflesbroudi ... 
Wimbiedon VQffi .................. 


FMOMsIob . 

- - Bolton V Sheflind United ....... 

- Chariton V Bemsl^ 


1 GriiTBlwvHuddenfleld...i..^.. 

2 Norwidi v.Vilsst Bnrnwicb....^ 

3 OKfcRl Utriv Qlianm 

4 PoitVblevIpeiiilch............. 

5 Southend v Stoke 

6 Wblws V Qyetel Pdm ........ 


Bfenihagliani V Wrardmai 

Birmingham could be without nine 
players, with farmer n Cup winners 
Bniee, Ablen (both hamstring) and 
Limpar (knee) all doubtfid, while Devlin 
has a bach problem. Definitely out are 
knee-ifijuiy victims Frands and Tait. the 
suspended Grafager. Barnett, who has 


n Carlkfd Prandnisldii 

Derby V West Hm ....... 

Ibtlenham ir Arsenal.. ........ 


datidular lever, and the cup-bed pair 
Rjts^ and O’Connor. Newel has been 


Forster and O’Connor. Newel has been 
recalled from his loan s^ with West 
Ham. Humes, Ward and Btece al face 
late fitn es s tests far Wrexham, so 
Skinner and teenage strikw Moms are 
added to the squad. 

C hew terHe M v N Fortest 

Chesterfield captain Dyche will under- 
go a late fitness test on a hamstring 


strawi. Hdand IS struggling with a 0om 
in)uiy;wruleDavies.whosGoredanat- 
tnek In the last rowKl, Is tryir^ to shake 
off a bout of tensllEtls. Williams is d^ 
inttey out throu^ suspension, ForM 
playe^ma^agar Pearce Is banned, so 
Gemmai is likely to return Mth niiifips 
mowirtg to left-back. 

Leeds V Portsmonth 

Bowyer (ankle) faces a late fitness test 
tar Leeds. Ponsmouth’s Swedish strik- 
er Svensson also has a test on an aim 
iNuty. Whitbread Is available fbRowlng 
a knee tryutyi 

Man City V MIddlesliro 

For Cfty, BttghcweH, Beanie and Mc- 
Goktnck are afl fit Mfddiesbiough will 
be Mrithout the suspended Emerson, 
while Moore has a test on an anMeln- 


P W D k P A PIS 

as lA 8 3 so as N 

uvaoBt..»..,as 14 r 4 43 20 4a 
4n«Ml..__a5 13 8 4 44 a 4? 
W we H le...~g 13 6 6 SO 30 4B 
HmSm T1 us S 38 33 4X 

WlwbltdBB ....23 11 6 a 36 ae 3b 

Mton«lli........ 2 S U 6 8 32 25 It 

SnsWretUNd J 46 U b 26 27 3 B. 

EMTtea 25 S 7 1034 38 U 

TatMM «._.24 9 4 U 27 33 31 ' 
■*r»- a 6.1121 27 30 - 

ffmesrlMd —25 7 8 1023 32 29 
■Waaom ......24 6 9 9 26 26 2 T 

Uteitfr T 6 U 2 S 39 27 

CSV— ay ........26 6 9 1023 33 27 

Parfar 24 S .10 8 22 30 26 . 
Motae rttwt ..25 8 8 1223 40 23 
WHtNM ......24 5 7 1220 32 28 

SoullMi^tM . 23-5 5 1332 41 20 
SaSiiMtiBini 24 5 7 1230 44 18 


S eco n d PMrioo - 

7' BOwnamouth V Bomlqy 

8 Bristol Rouerev Luton ...... 

9 GiewevWbbaB ....... 

20 MRwal V Rother h am-. — .. 

11 NocB Gn^ V BladipoQl 

- PattrbonwAvBrfdrilClty... 

12 Ptymouth vButy 

13 Preston vV^oombe— 

14 Sfadcort V ShiewBbunr ..... 

15\btkvGUfin0)am .... 


.SSbowr.vBiofflBghM^- 
27 1faniliGrai|gi;V Ste^fbrii^. 

-28 SBtBSheecTV'HeiBIhesfaftt 
29' Halifax V finti 

M.Kkfctefinbisw-v Mdhcham^. 

31 MaedeslieU v Tfashden 

32 Moreicambe v WeMiig ..... ...... 

33 Slough vNorthwIdi.............. 

34 Stevan^.v Kettering 
36 IMfanf V 

VlMdngvSoiiilipdR.:, 


^ pBlkfikvOimfannlQe:...^.'......;' 

. '-•.M6rtba'vD(ndee-u.^jui...i^^ 
M HdbnnNBli V 
' 48^tyi^ V East Rfe 


B8Vs ScoiHsii LcntfM 
FMDtvWbn > 

'Ctydeb8hkvSt:Mlrien...... 


Bcrnrid THwIilnn - ' 

Beradck'u.Qpeian ofthB South 
48 Stenhbuatenuk.v Ayr w...;.;;;..; 


IhM DIvtalOtt 

18 Carlisle V Bridittn ......... 

17 Oarington V Scunthoipe.... 


IS Doncaster v Rr»wvw — .--A-,-.. 
mndhamvWtam 

20 Ha rb q aool v rarquay ...........v 

21 Hul Qty V ft"*”- , 

.22 Layton Oriantv Cambridre Utd. 

23 Mansfield v Lincoln — 

24 Rochdale V Northampton 

2$-Sw8n9eevScaitarau0i ....... 


. - ^faabuiyvGieye:^.........,.'.; 

. - Dlshop^ Stiwtbhl vHendon..: 
- BorehamWbedvtfaishBtorj .. 
38 BiUd V Chertsty-;^....^....... 

- 37 Krerawv HitBhln 
38Heybi1dre V DOMch 4....;.;...;. 

PurSeetvCMbn|City.ii..lJ.,.. 
•39 siaiinavDagsnbanuu:....;.... 

40Sl«Dh Ufa vSt Alb^...:..:... 

' 41'\ttedlridvBR}rnleyj[;i^^ 

'48.\baiiR V KttgifanlWM.',...;^..;^ 


•IhM.'Dhfolow 

47'AMbn flpiienrv ifiiieiTiass cr .zS 
'49O0¥MiBalhVQ0BtA%Pmlh^: 
' 48 East Sbfling v Borfar:^..^..;.;.. 


TOMORROW} 


RK WHilmnid 

eredfotd.CftyuShbfM 
. lidbesterv'OicISBa tAUB ^ 


' T i m i f 9i rt8 . S dDiM 8l i Onp ' 
/FoinOiTonnd'''- 

BrbeWn-v [i dbr n giwrfc....u: 
43 Ctyda V whiarhpe k '.;....;. 


NaHomridfa Ui^ • ' ' 
FMDMslon.i 

Harelbitl y Can^cny (12.15), .v.. 


TbnncBt9 Scattfofc Clip- 
Fioorth rdmil ' . 

; Hearts. vOundab'United '(3^ 


juy Goan pcpor Miter has been tecaBed 
ftdm a loan sped wfth (Srimsbjt 


WtanUedon V OPR 

HoMsworth Is set to retain^ plaoe far 
the Dons. Rangeis will be without the 
suspended kresy and Maddix. but 
Spencer Is eicected Id shake off an an- 
kle Injury .to lead the front line. 

TOMORROW 


BndfiordCvSlMfrWM 

Bradford manager Kamara has a fall 
squad to choose from as City ate are 
free of mjiiy and suspenstan. In cm- 
trasc WednKd^ haue IrWiy worries oier 
Pembrid^ (badO. Hyde (thigh}, Nolan 


and Bfinher (boih knee) aK doubtful. 
Ihjstfalt is out (medial ilgamems). 

Laioaster V Cbelsaa 

LeloesierhaNebsq Lennon, Hesi^ and 
EBcttsuspOKlelVIAiitiow^HillandKB- 
merk are all out injured, wMe Lawrence, 
itylor and Wiaish are stnisPng for fijfl 
fitness. Vlan b Uraty to be left kicking 
hb heeb on the ChM^ bench agate. 

PREMIERSHIP 


TODinr 

Deriiy v West H«a 


Derty’s Croat defender Stimae makes 
his first appearamre of 1997. hav- 


ing recovered fiom a hernia opera- 
tion. Howe^, Lautsen (cad), IMBems 
(hamstring) and Carbon (j^n) aie 
all out, while Darryl Powell starts a 
t hroe match ben. OaiByietumsfiom 
suspension and Vlfard has recovered 
fifom ankle and sMn fajurfas. Stok- 
ers Hartson end Kitson both make 
thter West Ham debuts, while Dowie 
b expected to be on the bench af- 
ter recovering from a fiSCtUiBd an-- 
-Me which has kept him out far two 
months. Bilic b su^iended. Moncur 
has a knee injury and Porffio is hop- 
ing to shake off a' hamstring pro^ 
lem. 


TottMiham v Arsenal 


Spurs stiteer Iveisen should be fit aN 
ter a recent gain Irifaix wMie Ander- 
ton oouM make hb firet start Ibr sewen 
weeks after knee trouble. OiKaeB has 
abo recovered from a calf Ir^ury and b 
In a 17-man squad along with GaWer- 
wood, who has compfatsd a two- 
rnaldi ben. He replaces Nelheicatt, who 
misses out because of hb own one- 
niaiich suspension. Adams cadd play 
far Arsenal derexts an ankle iryuiK al- 
thoupi keeper Seaman b defirritety out 
with a small tear In a Knee K^nnent, 
as is Platt, who b sdU stms$lng with a 
hamsbing problem. Beigkamp returns 
fiom hb threeKTiaich suspensioiu 


Immediatety after the : . 
remarkable fourth v 
round FA Gqs tie be- .gj^\ 
tween Gielsea and Liv- 
eipool, the London ride , 
were installed as -4-1' t ..: • ■- ■ 
favourites to win their 
first trophy in 26 years. 

The price msty have length- 
ened shoe but this was bad news 
ril Chelsea fans especially 
tbe more superstitious ones 
dke myself. ^Ines foDoweis 
are notodoite fiiying aitytfamg 
they can to ensure success. Dur- 
i^ our Cup run iu 1994, 1 in- 
siried on shouting “Come On 
Ybu Blues” three times every 

time T rifWMft nwprT TflmmwiMnil-h 

Bridge on the way into worit). 
Let's face it. it would not be 
sriiolly nneqrectdd if Leicester 
were to shatter our ilhirions to- 
morrow at Filbert Street. 

Such confidence, or lack of 
h, ioTOursicIe comes from years 
of . Cup disai^iointments and 
disasters. Chelsea followers, 

mnm Hian mntf, will imHai^nri 

earactiy how those di^u^t 
Liye^ool fons felt once the re- 
alisation of defeat crept on 
them. Gielsea. thoi^ are the 
undisputed eameitSL Barnsley, 
Bolton, Cardi^ Oxford, Scar- 
borough end Scunthorpe are 
justafew of the &nopean “gi- 
ants” that have cut us down to 
giyff la recent seasons,- 

Chelsea will visit Leicester 
frilly eaqpectiiig to reach the 
last ei^L However, the fens are 


tak^ nothing for granted. I 
hesitate to say tins, but the rigns 
are hopefril. Ruud Gullit does 
not sh^ our bad memories 
thou^ he does admit to prefer 
plitymg tiie big boys from the 
Prmniership as 0 |^osed to the 
so-called minaows from the 
lower divisions. Maybe he 
knows more than he lets on. 

TK^thout wanting to tenmt 
fate, Chelsea are playing tNeh- 
most attractive football for 
many years. The influx of for- 
ej^ players has inspired every- 
body at the dub. A colleague 
tells me that the Stamford 
Bridge pre^ boor has also b^ 
crane a meltiog pot fisT overseas 
journalists, waking to watch 
the delightful sMllg of ?4^1 a, Di 
Muteo, Vialli, Leboeuf and 
PetzesoL The club is revitalised 
and the dianges to the stadium 
reflect this. As well as the recent 

flotation, the dub are soon to 
launch their own radio graf ion 
(backed by Bob Geldofs Plant 

24) and alieacty have foeir own 

in-house TV channel, imagi- 
nativdy called “CSiaimel 
Oic^”. Indeed (Hielsea are 
Siam strides though 
soon there is likely to be the 
same pressure to win some sfi- 


verware as Newcastle. 
4^:. Realisricalty the BBp 

ifS. can hardly eaqrect a re- 
peatoftheOielseavLifr 
: erpool epic this Simd^ 
i Srane matches win livt^ 
vety loi^ in the memo- 
ry and this was one of tfiem- /l 


4-4 draw for the Blues (having 
been 3-0 down at balf-mne) 12 1 
years ago at Sheffield Wedncfr-, I 


dm was a personal favour^', 
else can ibreet Arsen^^ 


Who else can forget Arsenal^ 
last-minute eham p innah^ 
dinefaer at Anfield in 1989 ?ul 
the 90s alone, three . othwi 
matches deserve a special men- 
tion. Firstly that dramatic 
Cup semi-final at vnia Park ^ 
19W which saw Crystal Pala^ 
beat live^ol 4-5. Secraidhy 
the 4-4 extrav^anza.aLGooa 
ison Pa^ between the t«^ 
Merseyside rides in 1991 and 
just in case Liverpool fans- 
tiioi^ht I was trying to lub ealt 
in their wounds, last season^ 
4-3 victory against Newcastle 
which put an end to the lb«L 


Army’s title aspirations. Q 
daren't mention the 1attei> 


last-gasp 4-3 -win last week jus( 
in case their oi^xMients do tire' 
same thing to us tomonraw)^:' 

I only hope Leice^er do tire 
houourable thing and . let 
Chelsea progress. They arc 
welcome to the Coca-Cola 

As^ for me, Ham»nPLr*iHT ?h 

Bridge is now dosed for a year 
so 1 am seekiitg an urgem al- 

tenretive to air nty sLmergtitusd 


Whichever team wins, 



celebrations 


will go on all nlgtit. 


• ■ ■ 
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Coffer 

Ms 

:ta; meningitis 
SUect 

.}'hN a nuhiitii-ii 
iI»V i'UIK'lH'lLs of 
-Wily hi\s 
Bt W rccoici 

rj* 

»S>vars. 

? UK siiwc 
r tun] heait ot 
iHl Irv.-untcm 

l«'Mj5.|cnn 
o >fcctv iM.iin 
t-1 lo be Httlulr,wn 
' I'ccn nt,‘cc!;s.ii\- 

itluii (ttkiilman 
{VUurnlHViviiiM 

Qlenda Cooper 


» rural life 

ty wn- >-rMvrdu> 
:ht vSlaj^ life ihi, 
Iw Coumosidi- ‘ 
Mve at each uUier 
;najfee shop. 

Idle facmoaninji the 
lops.'nieji ihcn 
lavt never umkI.*’ 
tnuufalK 

ivndtte ihriiinK 
IN aifed citkf., hv 
r hume^ need i«i be 
« fa Uk* nmnlr^. 
t Itfigade nia\ liui 
fttaj^n Goodwin 


Pies or players - that’s the stark choice Scotland face if they 
want to produce the likes of Dalglish, Cooper or Law again 

irimr/latinhliwSi h^L. 2 - ui— _ji . - . . _ 





. — _lter^S birth khTrP 
-watroforgScotlandcfta^ 
.aatfe^ted, but gues 

It’s going to happen. And she 
ht one day have Co cfaoKe jf she 
is to ple^ her future to Scot- 
[ or England dnee she has a Soot' 
t dad and Engifeh mum. 

I^lfs unUkely ever- to become an 
^ je. However^ diis matter of na- 
r doesseemto be BonsffiiD- 
jily^bhiired ajoundmee^es.' 

swrmtei^ firweram^ 

kSdr feels as he bonds for 'Eog- 
, 'land in: Us 'fotmer home' town of 
I .<bristchiuch; whether Matt Le 
I ^'Hs^'widies he'd chosen to'per- 

■ ' 801 ^ Qallie- flair raihtf than 
'HdifflafcwfaetberemB ^iinftFn 
^dk>otb<^ l^an GiggSi who iniUed 
cog <rf vet another Wd5fafifen%thk 
(choosing the Wslsh 
;dr^n abo^ the Engiiah Uon; 


^^ther Mark Crossly, erstidiile 
cretendertn 5irftflaTyFg grianf»< 

jet^ who made )us d^xit fia- \ 
tins week, is sufCering an identity oa- 
sis; and whether Nefl Sullivan, that 
sarf London geoer who was called 

WbiyGiaiig Brown in Egooia, really 
-feels as ScottMi as be s^ he does'’ 

• Sullivan's case is the most dis- 
turinng. The ^^mbledon keeper 

w ^ be (as tae^s admitted) ‘^ur 

hagg iS'eating, kilt-weacmg Bonnie 

Pemee Chaise’’ bat no matter, this 

IS after all the caring 90s when we 
can even aco^ dear old Vinnie 
plajingfor Ymes, so it’d be wrong 
to -dezqr Sullivan his 
- The wonying-thiog is that Scot', 
land seem to be foDowh^the leawi - 
the Iririi and the Wdrii in search' ' 
ing for pliers whh tenuous links to 
the mothedand or, in this case, the 
grandmother land. 


It was significant that in the week 
Sullivan got the nod, Bolton puned 
out (rfa deal irithAberdeen -for Scott 
Booth. A few years ago Booth and 


Olivia Blair 


bngjhtest young stars. Jess has hardly 
set the hither alight sinee he cainft 

south to Govehixy, and now Booth 
&ds himself rgected by a Rist I>i- 

vision club. 

Itwas also significant that last 
Satnrday Godon Duiie bec^e 
the first Scot to score for Ran^is' 
this year. It was' only five years ago 
that Leeds were beaten in the Euro- 
pean Cup by a Rangers side with a 
baddxme of Scots. 

Yet European players now form 
the nude us of both Bangers and 
Celtic. Where emee they would have 
boagfii Sootddi, they now to Eu- 

rope, ^lOe the best diat Scodand has 
to ofier-players such as Ruil Inm- 



OW SATURDAY 


bert a^ Allan Johnston - move 
abroad. 

Compared to^the 70s aztd eaiW 
80S, fewveolxiie over Hadiian^ WdL 
Tb^die top sides seemed to be 
brimming with influential Jocks: 
Law,Stradian, Buchan and Mhan 


at Manchester United: Loiimer. 
Jc^dan and the Grays at Leeds and 
Dalgjirii, Hansen, Souness, and 
NioM at LiverpooL 
. Cmrentiy I can think of four 

ScottiA players who play a ptvotal 
rote fo their English Heridry 
(Biackbnni), McAllister (Co- 


IMJy WMAMjr UiS 

healthiest breeding grounds for 
the foptiialleis of the future, al- 
fbou^ some dubs stin have 

a strong scouting presence there, 
notably Coveidiy and Mandiester 
United- Even tbe late Dade Coop^ 
er <moB admitted: ‘IflwsBs 18 aga^ 
1 wouldn't 'stay bere. Sireagdi baa 
repisned skin as. the most important 
credentiaL If you can pot yoiir foot 
on ibe ban and slow the game dcr^ 
you stick out a mfle.” 


If that’s the case, when win we see 


and ijwagamfAccQnlirig to Craig 
Brown, Scotland’s manager, it will 
be "a veiy long time before we get 
another Dalghsh”. 

Brown lefu^ to blaxne the dearth 
cf such d^eis on the structure of the 
Scottish Itanier.DrasioQ in >ducb 
dubs ^day each other at least four 
times a season so that a {riser's tech- 
nique is all but sussed <wt before be 
has a chance to mature. He says Scot- 
' laiid*s current' plight ^Tias more to do 
with evdiitirm, an acGsdent of birth** 
and stresses that the Scottish Rxx- 
beH'AssbdaliQoareooDUQittinglode- 
ydof^eic^eoce, vrith irilaiisafoo^ 
to set vp a xeadedtial centre for the 
. bea young i^yds. 

' Brown*si^eces 5 or,AndyRoX’ 
bui]^ daimed dm proUem the 
development of young talent in 


Sen rland 15 that *^ve Still approach 
fooiboU tttf way we did 100 years 
a gn. ikir example ** bines parks. Ibc 
west of Scotbnri is the ally place Fve 
ever seen them. Whoever dreamed 
up crushed red shale as a suitable 
football surface certainly never 
ask^ anyone in the game". 

Perhaps the problem is an even 
more parochhu one than thau as 

David Murray (Mice observed. “A few 

of us want to disciiss super leagues,** 
said the Rogers diaiTman, ‘^i^t all 
the rest can talk about is the price 
of meat pies.** Set against the com- 
ment made by ^leideen's general 
manager, Davm Johnson, that ‘T’ies 
are prbbab^ the most sacrosanct 
thing in Scottish footton’’, that's 
hardly surprising, ^t it would be 
nice to tiumk the Scots fell the 

same way about tbdr friayers as they 
do their pies. 



fbr the 



3!t . 


Guy Hodgson on this weekend's iound: 
If in tile most open FA Cup tbr y^ars . 



f 


.'ill' 


'!!! 


meirt : 


Ah, the heavy beat 
of adtidpatkm. on 
FA fifth round 
day. J^ety club 
couhte three ihatcfa- 
es to ^mb^ and 
a fiissoo of 

meat rims tbrou^ tbem. More 
sdthis year -than fora long 
tiiae.' v ' . 

’'Tim tarn tpweswfai^ 
as a drilirable Imt hary viskm in 
JanuaryhaBbeoQiirieazDOrade^ ^ 
fiited eftjeetive for the suxv^^ 
chibs tins yearthahks to the ab- 
Aba(Ce of the usual suspects 
^en it comes to maldiig off 
withthotrimfy inMi^. - 
Arsenal, Ev^ on, Liverpool, 
Mhnebester United and Tbt- 
tepham have won the Cup 
ci^ year bar two since 1981 
afid with foefo removal the 
temptatioh , to think 'about 
tdde^ <hecl^]^ for tbh fitti^ 
of Wenfoley suits becomes itt 
reside. It has been the year ' 
. oflhe upset -We are seeing the 
sfeilu g. o€ the' huvo-nots and 
ntSeir^hatk 

Manchester ClQr, 
wfibte wretdKxlseascm ofetto^ 
piqg and'Cha^ing numa^rs 
sdwDly has taken an alterna- 
tive complexion. ThQr meet 
t^ Bremiersbip> bottom chib 
imddlesbcgn^ in the fifth 
roAnd fod^ to the aocompani- 
.ment of warnings from the po- 
em OM^^i Old. 


Tkafford,. .of course,: but' at 
Maine Road? - .. 

TlieiewilibeSLOOOtowatdt 
the I^J,Divisioii team . thaf. 
lori marines almost .-as '£r^ 

. quentiyastheytSscaodednaine - 
plates pa'tbe boss’s^door 
Frank- Qaric’s sqifXHDtment. in' . 
Decembex.anm^ tfaededin'e- 
so much SQ andti^.i^nte to- . 
daiy's matdritiihpaeven^g^^ 
unbeafiarrist.'-' •' 

ed?dte^t^ 9I^nilil^^ is 
rampant in the sl^ blue side of 
Manchester which has had 
Clark Hashing for a huge dose 
of reality, ‘miere’s an oppor- 
tunity because the bigger dubs 
axe out," he said, “but unless we 
wm today foe oppOTtuinty will 
have gone. Oubs like Mid- 
dlesbrough will also have no- 
ticed .who’s left in the 
OOI^titiOD.” 

m stricken GinainistaiiceswD^ 
be fasdnating ai^wiqr but foe 
contest wifi pft argual^ foe best 
two dribblers in Britain. The 
twfokling feet of Georm Kin- 
ktadze h^ iUuininated CSQ^'s 
to safe^ while Juninho 
seems to be i^ired the 
prowled of pla^nm at Wembley. 

Certainly it has lit Kin- 
Idadze's touefapaper and yes- 
terday he was talkittg about 
going to the old ground three 
times tl^year. *T believel have 
chances in the E\ Qip; the pro- 



Liverpool link 
up with Crewe 


GeorgI KMdadM (left) and Junteho, who »e crucial 1» their dub^ Ciq) hope* 


Ptmto^aphs; Abert Coopei/David Ashdown 


nrotion play-o^ and in the io- 
ternatio!^ between Geo^ja 
and England in ApriL I th^ 
profix>tionis|X)ssi[M tf 
keep on pli^g as tb^ have.” 
A severe dose of Ctq) fever has 
been diagnosed. 

CiQr are one of seven Na- 
tionwide dubs hopin| to make 
it to foe last ei^t, mduding 
Portsmouth who travel to 
Leeds wifo five consecutive 
wins behind them and Queen’s 
Baric Rangers, who will try to 
halt foe Wmbledon charge in 
all three domedic tre^hies. Iik 
deed there is only (me all-Pre- 
mierfoip tie today and even that 
is a throwback to foe fourth 
round, Blackburn versus 
Coventry, for the r^t to meet 
Derby. 


The lowest placed of the lot 
are Qiesteifidd and Wreriiam 
Mio ^ the flag for the Second 
Divirion after removing such 
notables as Bedtoo and Wsst 
Ham reflectively. 

Chestafield, in the fiftti round 
jGbr the fiist tinw in 47yeais, 
host to Nottinj^iam Forest with 
injury worries ^xiut fodar sl^ 
pex. Sean Dycbe (v4io used to 
{iribiy for For^), ao(l the scorer 
of a hat-trick at Boinden Park, 
Kevin Davies. There are fitness 
problems for Wrexham’s match 

at RinnhighflTn, but it IS the 

home side uho are afflicted 
vrifo nififl pilfers doubtful in- 
cluding their captain, Steve 
&uoe. 

If they have worries, howev- 
er, they are mild conqiared .to 


Leicester City's. They meet 
Chdsea tomorrow vrifo Mnstafe 
^et;N<^Leimoii,£mfleHes- 
key and Map Elliott sDfieiid^ 
fom playds definitely out in- 
jured and another four doubt- 
ful Chelsea, meanwhile, can 
affbrd the iamiy of keyring the 
frasdnted Gianhica Viaffi on tiie 
bench. 

AxguaUy the tie of tile round 
also pl^ tomornrw wfam 
Bradford C%, ooiD|deCe with 
36-year-<dd CSris ^lleddle, phy 
host to ShefiSeld 'Wednes^, 
who released the former Eng- 
land winger last summer. 

'9^ddle scored a goal to 
ed^ise even David Beocham’s 
efiM i^ainst ^mbledon with 
an exquisite lob against Evertdn 
in the last round and foe over- 


all qualify cd his performance 
font day will ensure he vriU be 
man-m^ed, probal^ by Peter 
Afoerton. 

”1 don’t care xriiat they do,” 
he said. “If you’re marked you 
might not get as mudi of tibe bafl 
but yiou drag pet^le aw^ and 
1^5 qp to your team-ffiates to use 
foe f>acc you leave. Let them 
worry abew us. ^’re fourth 
from bottom of the Fhst Divi- 
sion vriiOe they’re in the Pre- 
miership’s top 10 , so we're 
nothing to lose.” 

Zn the year of the upset, 
morethanthe^A^dnesdayplay- 
eis wQl be concernied tins momr 
mg. 'Vlfitii foe path to Wembley 
less congested with heavy- 
we^ts than nozmal th^ may 
never get a better chance again. 


liveipool were at pains yester- 
day to deny foal foe “^fiance** 
tb^ hare formed with Crewe 
Aksau lira was just another word 
ftr the fbnnalkm of the first nurs- 
ery in the English game. 

OfiBdalfy, the tiaison with 
the Second Division club is de- 
signed to enla^ the derel- 
opm»t of young players and is 
not linked to recent proposals 
that lower level sides should be- 
come feeder clubs for Pre- 
mierriiip big fish. 

The ^'ance was aimotmced 
24- hours after Uverpool took 
Crewe’s 23-yearold midfielder 
Gareth Whalley on trial with a 
view to a peimanent move. 

liveipool wfl] have no share- 
holding or financial stake iu 
Crewe u^o are to maintain 
their autooonfy. 

A statement issued by Liv- 
erp(x>l sai± The alliance was 
perceived to offer mutnal ben- 
efits (de^te the differences in 
stature, size and likefy future de- 
velopment of the twopaities. 

“Although smaller m all re- 
spects, Crewe Alexandra mir- 
rors Liverpool in many ways, 
with its commitment to profes- 
sional exceUence, an estab- 


lished record in the develop- 
ment of new talent and the ac- 
knowledged quality of its 
coaching fystems. 

"The clubs sec a number of 
benefits from ftnprovcKl con- 
tacts, induding increased com- 
merdal opportunities for both 
parties and doser liaison be- 
tween the training and coach- 
ing staife of both clubs with 
regard to the development of 
young players.** 

Ronnie Whelan has been re- 
instated as Southend United's 
manager four days after he was 
suspended by foe club and 24 
hours after .boi^ diar^ Ify the 
Fctotball Association with mis- 
conduct 

“We have now had the op- 
portunify of studyii^ tte rn- 
eree’s report, looking at the 
video of the game and dis- 
cussing foe matter wifo Ron- 
nie,” John Adams, Southend's 
chief executive, said. 

Whelan and his assistant, 
Theo Fbl^, were involved in a 
touchline mddent with a lines- 
man during last Saturday's 
match at Manchester City. 
Both were sent off and Fbl^ 
was sacked cm Monday. 


East Fife going west 
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'Adams doubtful as Arsenal look to re^in lead 
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for foe fiftt-ti 
X 


Adaaas, kept out dL Tbttenhai 
liMand’sWiaridCupqualifierNl^ i 
■foltahrDaWsdnesdivbym- aave^jui 


toAis&ae 

Wen^, foe Arsenal manager. 

Tbe defender feces a iate fitness 

test on foe twisted ankle sus- 
tained in AisenaTs 1-0 RA Cup 
defeat Ify Leeds 11 ds^s ago. 
Goalkeeper David Seaman, 
who missed the game at 
W^nbley, is definitely ouL 
TbttoShani, vriio lost 3-1 at 
in Novemiber and 
won just three of 12 games 
sidhai alsohare hgufyiiunbleins. 


un- 


FAiistraiian taKGover 


«bir 


linaisPaTsixisandPeterO’Mal- 
moved four shots ahead 
die piaick after the secemd round 
(tf foe Ausfialian Masters. 

ThetwoAnstralianswereon- 
&u]^er par with totals of 131 ‘ 
for two rounds of the: pai^73 
HUntingdalc course, in Mel- 
bcmnie. Tiger- WxxB. added a 
ladklustre 70 to lus fizst-round 
Sp'to fell seven shots behind. 
Wo<^, vriio won the 
>k Classic m Ibafland cm 
described .the Hunt- 


Cycling 

fUR«ew«j>9P« 



THie ereeas aibA^ bard to 
read andyou must the ban 

in the feuway. It is anYhsohite 
must,” sai(l Woods, 'wjiose 
Tm’mrt was marred by bogqf&.on 
the last two holes that left him 
stMirng ninth place. - 

Jose Maria Olazabal has still 
to decade whether he win make 
bis comeback at the Dubai 
Desert in two weeks’ 

tintebdt helias asked his mu- 
.agw to'.arrange a visa for him- 
• • Hebunotplayedatounia- 
' ment siDoe September 199S 
' 'cause of rheumatoid aithiitis'in 
both feet, but^ftertxeatmrat 
finsm aOdnnan ^orts medidee 

. Q 9 eii;,,^h» be» m 
andpractiringre^d^. . 


Sn boter 


steps up a gear 

pratti^ for about fire or six 
hours a.week ligjit now and I 


/S^ Janes, a fonber member 
tin 



3S ‘Of tite IntenuitiODal Open in 
Ajbndeen'yesterifey' 

. -.-JaroeSi re|^|ste^ only his 
fonith win m -ei^t touxna- 
i^ts this Bpastm^ defeating 


badly need a lot of niatefaes nD- 
der my belt to get back into the 
swing oftiung^- 
"It^all about otmeentratian 
with me and to^ that was 


pretfy good,” added James, 
mhft Wghligfated.a soUdper- 
-fonnancte wifobreaks of 4d, S5, 
45and47.-'-'- . 

' James ts foe (inly jd^er.to 
ha!u^beBtsttStfi| 4 ife^ ifedhytt ^ 
The'Qrudbfe in the 199Qs,-dfr 
fearing bhri i3-lliB the WoM 
'.OiaiqnpDSlnp.rixyette-a^.' 




“Aify good sqimd can absorb 
()oe (»^ two nquries, but imt nine 
as we had at one point reomt- 
fy,” Gerry Rands, the Tbtten- 
manager, said "Tb be 
honest, 1 wmdd rather Arsenal 
were still in foe FA Cup and we 
wouldn’t hare to play ther 
til the end of the season.* 

- In foe Nationwide 
Rrst Dxrision, Bohon ' 
eis hope to extend their mne- 
poiat advantage at the top of the 


nmlialBtiwi 

■suwoi'oipiwiinie iiM'vipwiw 

PE (DeW M Wons Gtioen Hmi 

(MW«t lS-» 16-13; K AiU MM K K RMn 


able vdien th» 
placed SheflSekfL 


placed snefiteki United Bohon 
are Iflcety to be without their 
Danifo midfielder Ibr Rendsen, 
inured in 1^ week’s 3-1 defeat 
at Rea^ng, and United are 
witiioat thdr goalkee^ Alan 
KeDy, who has a back mjuiy. 

Tbdd, the Bolton man- 
ager, is keen to xncrease lus 
team’s lead saying yesterd^ 
"This is a vi^ sta^ of the sea- 
son for us.” 


Also at the top of the table, 
second-placed Walverfaanqrton 
^hnderers meet Oystal Palace, 
who are sixth. Wolves are ex- 
pected to field an oiKriiaa. 
un&-iq) as they kx& for a : 

r .feagiife win, Tphilft 

^ace are without 
Houghton and goalkeeper 
Chris Day thniugb miniy. 

Third-placed Bartley, ex- 
pected to be at fun-strength, vis- 
it Chariton, who won tl^ first 


SPORTING DIGEST 


+23.TS.I. 

M Fmm 41* Sant JAm ^ VhwqM PI 
nm; 3 D Ru (R} fVsM; 4 C Mhmi (R) 
RMmWVL 



OMbUbrin 


IM;IM<106MmeO^VM10riHM|. 
M 92; MB 98 GNan sm 107; Oner UT 

u m iiiiTr:iiinininn»TtwifTnr *7 iiiiiiiiini 

loeiACippMsa 

minsDiNrs un sBBW^is-, iii nY bm 



76;l«iMeB(R)81 

70. BMP K ftnano 

IMW n VMiAamR (R) sa WM w ^ 
B UMriUHR 85 Nn«r SDWna 79. T-U9 Vm; 

Ui^'Sa WMlaid SMB Ti ( 

iswecruamsM- 

Cridwl 

tent have s( 0 )ed Paul Strang the Zlm- 
.babwa legepinner, as thek owisaas 
'plaverhr mis sunfsner on a one^car 
cu i iiiata as a tamporaiy reptacement 
fer Cari Hooper. - - 
giXff iet nwHnn wm hwm 

•taMBlB bt 8MII McaBB W <*• WMB. 

SMhMnWi 387 0 AJOMW % JCSM 
MTWMaWferSdMM^.IWniA 

•XMmnM 348 0 T PnnBS U 6 i J C Swde^ 
43)M3m WB0TpwWgMSnBI OUft>*W 


The Vilest Ham strSwr Saie Jones has 
joined CbsitiDn Ibr £400,00a 
West Bro rrevTChAfcion have bought the 
taft-beckriahamRXsrSoniSauthamp- 
ton fix an URdtedoeed fee, thought to 
be betwewi £50,000 and £ 100 , 000 . 

neuMiiaa.5isB0BMWjiiiBieswManj 
B ScMOB u ji; NBBn BUww MMaO 
SMMiawatMiiaMwtMBPoaBiBtar- 
nmO BMriiMn p wawmeiwiM **" 

0BBn9 sA tt NMwivm MB MUdSt 

ObMBAMMlOVBCBdecw- 
LOHiiniBllUi Lm Mown 0MB4 RMangto 
tBn Oeum CM ftto MMUa) Bmnt » 
QgdM ue Mm «Mw biMaUM ShaOM 

inm i tanMr It fTftirnnrr tTwiir tT" 

BiMSa««lwpaBtB ilu|jul. S il iBil0B W i 
hM S b cB m b Dombw; MM KiAm 
~ aiM SnM IB VMc GnK RbbM (ni^ 
_ ItMMBRMMBiMBgTiiwntiWWl 

B U Ma i lBBMIC an aRBMMMiVM- 

Iqr (pnlgBMar} CiMlB IMpoB 

wunaavs ME RStsifc msmimm 
P iMir n fcB lniirDBM i g i uS a M W seMB P 
1 .MS Mmon eonbMIaa Rnt DMiIok 
MWCB0WBfadanuwSl4Mirtiwl 
(CWiM^fBIl ft 0uilBi2 BaBSe, R 
MntBOMama 


VWMa 0;9 3 OU iMWnnm (EM 5; M 
WM ODiom 4 WttMam & RmCW KIHC 

a eB M t wppvrswtw a 3 a S w on ( ft m i M- 

niiiin nil iininir imnnTTfin (Itiiwit urn 

(R 120 ;MVIMtMtar(BBOaMBSBdt. 
taim lolvM (PdO 10; M0B MMM m 

(SM9MM«heft(OMa 


match of the year last week but 
are without Richard Rufus, Mark 

innscTla anrl Rrenrfan O VAnrigll, 

all tbrough suspension. 

Tlte pick of the Tbhd Dmsioa 
is tile meeting of Fulham and 
Wigan. Second-placed Rilham 
axe kxddng to recover ftom a 2-0 
defeat at Lmoota last week, wfaOe 
tfae leaders, W^gan, ahead on goal 
(fiSeieoce and vrith a game in 
hand, will be c(»fident after 
beating Gsilirie last weekend 


MwMlflJQ K J Strk (US) 3-6 fr4 7-8; M 
rianr [irni If ~iTaiiar fniml mTT r n npi 

si (US <K M NannM 0M) 4-6 7-6 aa; T 
tin am M J GMb (US) S3 7-6. 
DMBiamrioseNauuwffiiMiOMMB); 
a Bader (6 b) bt a Sufle M«} 7-6 6-1: J Omv 
ara)S>MAOD8B0a}MM tBBWf Sada 


Scottish football 

RUPERT METCALF 


East Fife hare become used to 
being on the wrong end of 
thrashings this season * and lit- 
tle is lilM^ to diaiige todify. Six- 
teen pemits adrift at the b^om 
of the Bell’s Scot^ League 
First DivisiOD, the hapless men 
from Methil are off to Ibrox for 
a dauhtiim Thnnents Scottish 
Cup fourth-round tie. 

Jnminy Bone, the East Fife 
manager, said* The mqorify ctf 
my players are part-timers and 
combine their football with 
work commitments. But they 
are tnm^ to progress and we 
know we have nothing to lose 
on Saturd^.” 

East Fife know that the only 
thmg they are likely to be tak- 
^ home from Glasgow to the 
F& coast is a six-^i^ cheque, 
vrinch vrin help til em fund their 
move to a new stadium. 

&st Fife hare won just one of 
their 26 lea|ue gaz^ - the 
wexst record m Bridsb Ibotiian. 
TheirgoalkeeperI.fridb^Ham- 
iltoa, once on the books at Ran- 
gers under Graeme Souness, 


has conceded 73 goals, bu t Bone 
inrists there is tittle point b him 
orJrispbyeiswQnying about Bri- 
an Laudrup and foe other Ibrox 
stars. “If] tbou^trix)ut the likes 
of Laodnm, I would have been 
sleepless for three weeks ^ice 
the draw," Bone said. "If those 
guys play to their form, then it 
could be a Ifxig afternoon for us, 
but we will do our besL” 
Rangers will be without Paul 
Gascoigne, whose ankle mjuiy 
vnll keep him out for at least an- 
other week, and their Chilean 
striker, Sebastian Rorentd. 

Alan Sugar 

On 20tb January 1994 we pub- 
lished an article coaoenimg 
delay at that time b the ap- 
pobtment of leny ^fenables as 
^gland coach. This report 
may hare been understood to 
suggest that Alan Sugar bad 
sought to cause foe deby. Alan 
Sugar wishes to make it dear 
that he alw^ believed leny 
Vfenables was the best man for 
the England job and at no time 
did he seek to hmder Ven- 
ables’ appointment by threats of 
legal action or otherwise. 


■ewhoefcay 


64 Sjl: 3 CMoier (US) bt W FBrata (SO 
7-a 


Jn» 4 MEM ft PMBM 4 Ol- 
wrsBJMftftiwiTiwiB 


. ^ _ 

liPiaMfCdBMftOMvSEdnnnn? 
ME Lm 4t0Im 4 

uuBniTU ME mauuse ihTiaiMir 

CM0 DaB a BadfieO Bm ft NBMaRle CB 
Ms 2 Br Seeefeh EMB 3; MancMor SlDRn 
2 SMBU SIMn 2 M- 


; U iBBOfi (ftM M A CBnant 


00 S3 6-1: T Enqitt 0M) K 0 HiMB ISb- 
«M636ft H Dwaswn (Geo KTCsitnnel 
(BM 1-6 7-5 6-1; S Bnam bt L RBU (Rt 

S3 64 6ft F sansnW tt P MW (Cz IBM 

64 64. 

iinimrt^iimiiirTniniiiiirriTLriftww) 

ftMsrftiMJDMM(GB)BlLIBiBn<Ga 

6- 1 6-1: ARfenmnn (GBi biTSpHs^ 62 
r-5; O Ml Ufktan (Ban bi V biMe (FM 63 
64; C PraBtB (US) ft M SadHU 0 h« 7-6 

7- 6. 

mwOMiars auBUIE (BMn 0 sn) San). 


EnaB: a SMal (GB) ft LAM lOBI 7-6 6ft C 
T«otor (G8) ft T PDumk (BeB) 61 61. 

AlP CHAUENSER 
nuHswoBiarsi 

M M PBW (R) ft A Gas (ft Rep) Y ( 

ads OndM ft B SttM-MeCartv IMh) 64 36 
6 - 2 ;JNiMoa(ft()auftKBaeim(Nahi 62 
64; A KBer (Gen ft S ApEeftans (BeC 63 6ft 
I SpMee (Roffll ft C Mm (USI 63 64; N iftB- 
ai (FO ft K Hab B MwB (StoiMO 64 76. 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


.M 66 ); 


poai SEEKS (FM 6 nr or bB): EBB 
BoftvaUlw B (PN«^ 137ri« V 
SOBMftlBftHL PmE RH SBB 254 (J FWn- 
Br8ftHSMMn»46B); BOBlIVIvaj*- 
Maiaitiia r rf i n iTTtl '_ y '. 
cTo^ TM vBBMaLftrt DW iI ^ 
RBM* 330 W 5 (L J Nnan 87. K C IMBBtiB 
SQvNBfEwnTftnBM. 

TMSIEpKfS'UIE IBMn -MflpM to 
MMflt 1W (ObMM South MHca 278 to a 
00^ B 1 C|*B1 Bft fe)*234 

OM cm* R 8 DnM 8 ^ ABM to 

tyUlUBi flllll waiilBiMBtfl 


ooir 

A Britain and Ireland vwMnwils selact 

leam ftlB South Aftiea in an ama- 

teur international at letham Gran^ 
$codami,on4'$June. 

AUSnwUMI HAtfEES (llaaaw^ 


Rn^lqr Laa^na 

naSBMfSMEIBiaiSilUtMGMaiflB 

c^ riiu i U iiia aiii i ini iM r »aa4H u aBB8aidi£ 

Rn^qrllBlOB 

Ttebawgft o niottf Ban k Warren, who 
has been a m^or (nvestor in the 
Courage Leesieliw (Eomallon chasers 
Bedford, has taken over as chteman 
afthadubfeimbnBuBeiwey.. 
ABH nU MBIOI IWm iWlBfidA3O & 0BadA*« 
(fltOmteraoAOiaBV. 
n»a«j»i i|||||H(UBi|MII HBBlIinnillail 
27 (at ftMBtVM Cb aftSfeMf. 
naMMre lAIEIBSUUSsTOM HnCM» 
Boa 21 AudBPd 62; RKimeni 0 01^ TO. 


m p (niiHBaa SB, L PasonE iH w. 1^. 

afeBOD DE^ sa s tbk 68 67. laa R 

ft70anaTWftaw786r,PS toea» 
RMb 72 6a in P tftiM 69 6ft T 
TO OB). LMB6 (US) ea 7a SaBaBft 143 a JWt- 
X» (5073 68. 
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B CUBE. S3 P JMH. B« E Onawrv L 

to n 7 ijinwL K Gtov j ww. 3 fynp- 
■n-DMUORL 

sraolwsarEa |A MWM umrieoF!?!!? 

tiiawiiiiliLuiii IW a MKjBu ieMW 
to.fta BA M « J ii f« a flawrEl 

•teb7V72TS77,. . 

iiodny V.-. 

■nre i ian B WWBQ nniw ai MaHow- 
- Skw A MMaa (GOIB 0 M} pool a: Atoo . 


(e« ft N MasiB (iw^aft S JenaTeiD ft J 


swwiropnKiBi iMB,(ni)EwnBiiiriBBi; 

BJSwaOSB (SB tao JBBBT (CM aft 64; c 
WbeMT 8 etaaii (tIS 6ft 46 63; 
6 Doga IM bt J 1tat«) 00) 64 T-5t R 


SKI HOTLIN 


Latest snow artd weather reports 
from 1fi0i- fooorto in Europe and 
Norfe America. 

Phone or hue 

0891 333110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax gdde to snow 
condUons at 160i- resorts worl^ 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SK/FAX 


Where to find the 
best snow -by fax. 

Can SKlFWC- the sM fads: 
0897 300301 


3KICODES 


Fore fax fist d 180 f 
resort codes: 

0990 100 843 

BWOBEIl 


AROUND THE RESORfS 
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Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 
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Hard man gone soft 

Chris Kamara puts skill 
before brawn, page 30 


FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 


Rodber must 


tate control 


for England 


CHRIS HEWETT 


reports from Dublin 


The kitchen-sink thcor>' of rug- 
by pays dKidends only utien key 
opponents start washing their 
hands of all responsibility. If 
Jack Rowell, the England 
coach, has spent the last five 
days warning his players what 
to ex]Kct w'hen they ^uan; up 

to an increasingly i^tive Iri^ 
side in Dublin this afternoon, it 
is a safe bet that he has con- 
ceniraied most of his anemion 
on two players who already 
know the score. 

If ever there was a dme for Ja- 
son Leonard, the Harlequins 
prop, and Tint Rodber. the 
Noiihampton No 8. to stand up 
and be counted amid the flying 
ciDckeiy. this is it Ibgetherwith 
Martin Johnson, their equally in- 
fluential comrade in the second 
row. they have first-hand e:q)c- 
rience of the Emerald Isle furies 
and given (he ^ that Lans- 
downe li.'ad is virgin territory for 
two-thirds of today's England 
line-up, that makes them central 
to Rowell s strategy. 

Leonard's role has been a 
matter of public debate all wreek. 
Rowell s^ed his pack leider to 
address the squad wlicn it con- 
vened on Tuesday: in much the 
same w^' as WiU Carling gave 
a special insight on the p^'- 
chology of playing the Scots a 
fortnight back, the long-serving 
Quins player's conclusive front- 
row performance in Dublin two 
years ago gave him added au- 
(horiof in llw build-up to the lat- 
est Five Nations encounter. 
Certainty, his indKldual contest 
with Nick Popplewell. who 
mcartf somethir^i vary .similar to 
the Irtili in terms of eiroitisc and 
know-how*, will be of consider- 
able significance. 

Yet It is Rodber who needs 
to deliver the biggest game of 
all. His most illustrious prede- 
cessor in the middle of the 
England back row. Dean 
Richards, was largely' responsi- 
ble for the two victories in Ire- 
land this decade - the last 20 


minutes be turned in at Lans- 
downe Road during the Grand 
Slam campaign of 1991 hasase- 
cure place in the annals - and 
it has not escaped ai^ne's no- 
tice that Rodber’s dvect rii^ 
this afternoon is the man 
Leicester supporters have chris- 
tened the “new Deano”. 

Eric MHler, just 21 but aimed 
with the cool brain and the 
close-ouarter nous of the most 
battle-hardened veteran, is on 
such a hot streak that his op- 
ponents tend to finish games 
with first-degree burns, ^tber 
like Richards, he has an un- 
canny ability to control the dy- 
namics of' the most torrid 
forward exchanges. Unlike 
Richards, he also possesses a 


land’s blind-side flanker, he 
took the fight to the Irish with 
muscular effect, is in no doubt 
that he has the right man. “Tnn 
gives us control at the back of 
the scrum, he is strong enough 
in possesion to allow others to 
pl^ off him and he gives us a 
very potent option at the line- 
out, which Is essentiaL** the 
coadi said. **Tiie way 1 see ft, we 
have the right balance.’* 
England are fully aware of 
the need to grab the game by 
the scruff of the neck. In Row- 
eU's words, the approach will be 
to **absoib and fflqxue”, but Phil 
de Glanvflle. his captain, put it 


more bluotty this week whM he 


Five Natioiis table 

P W D L F A Pis 


Engtand..! 
FTOnce ....1 

WWes 2 

Ireland. ..2 
Seotiwid 2 


41 13 2 
32 IS 2 
59 45 2 
41 57 2 
32 75 0 


1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 
0 0 

Reemlnlng fixiarae 

Ibday: Ireland v England (Lans- 
downe Road): Fiance v Wales (Parc 
das Pnneesi. 

1 Mardi: England v France (IMek- 
enham); Seboand v Ireland (Muiir^- 
Heidi. 


IS March: Wales V Engand (Cardiff 
Arms Park): France v Scotland (Parc 


des Pnnoesi. 


wide game; as Les Cusworth, 
England's assistant coach and 
a Leicester man from head to 
toe, said yesterday: “He really 
is one hell of a talent." 

A serious test for Rodber, 
then, made all the more diffi- 
cult by the morale-sapping 
criticism he has been forced to 
endure this week. Both 
Richards and Peter Wlatcrbot- 
tom. outstanding England loose 
forwards of the tramediate post, 
have questioned the wnsdom of 


pickiag the Nc^ampton cap- 
Tlai ■ ■ 


tain ahead of Ben Clarke in a 
revamped back row and since 
neither man could be fairly de- 
scribed as a rem-a-quoie mer- 
ch.*uii, the barbs will have found 
their mark. 

At least RcwelL who watched 
Rodber produce the goods here 
two years ago when, as Eng- 



IRELAND V ENGLAND 



at Lsnsdowne Road. Dublin 

T>'— 

D Hidue 

1 Rett 

I Rlftgh^hnlnwi 

Rath 



M FieM........ 


.... Bath, capt 



E Elwood 


Northampton 



N Popplewell 





P Wallace.... 



P Johns 

Saracens 4 M Johnson.......... 

Lecesrer 

J Davidson... 

London Insh S S Shaw................... 

Bristol 

EMiBcr..' 

Lefcester 8 X Robbv 

Northampton 


nopra e awiMilK 16 D Hun\phm« 'Unun Ir4ii, 
17 B OTHwta 11^ Owi^dbgni, IS A May 
19 G FUdwr itondon krtfii. 20 P 
navm iBiichTDct-i, 21 A Cbilia iN-^nvamotoni. 


iW ci j cewanB; 16 J Gumor i 8 Mv’. 17 M 
Cm iBMni, IS A OjMHipfl. 19 B 
Otaftia (Adunondl, 20 0 Gaifbrtfi llrcesierl. 
21 B CodMrtI 


RofnvarC KiMt-c iMtwZcaLVHl 


IQck-oft 3.0 IBBCli. 


said: “We know all about the 
Irish in the first 20 minutes, 
w4iea their endeavour is at its 
hei^t and the storm is there to 
be weathered, lliere is no ques- 
tion of it being anything other 
than fierce, but equally there is 
no question of us sitting back 
and waiting for things to hap- 
pen. If we don't want to find 
ourselves points down, we’U 
have to take our game to them.” 

De Glanville is convinced 
that Eiic EIwxKi, the Irish out- 
side-half. will open proceeding 
with an aerial bombardment 
aimed not so much at Tim 
Stimpson, who is a rock under 
the mgh ball, but at the more 
vulnerable wing 3 , Tony Under- 
wood and Jon Seigfatholme. 
“Our back three accept that 
they face a test, the like of which 
they will not have encountered 
before. ThQr've been practising 
high cakes ^ week. Itot it's al- 
ways more difficult to handle 
this sort of assault in a game sit- 
uation and it's up to each and 
every one of us to get back there 
andsupport them. 

“The whole match will be a 
massiN'e physical confrontation. 
The Irish have no frailties in 
that department > from one to 
15. they will threaten us phys- 
ically > so I am lookmg for con- 
trol! discipline and total 
commitment." 

If De Glanville does not re- 
ceive all that and more from his 
players, England undoubt- 
edly be forc^ to swallow a re- 
peat dose of 1993. when th^ 
were blown to all points of the 
compass by an Irish side that re- 
defined the meaning of the 
word “rampanc”. But (he flurry 
of tries in the ^al quarter of the 
match against Scotland eased 
many of the terrors diculaling 
arcHiJid an inexperienced Eng- 
land camp and provided the 
main men do their stuff in the 
eye of the stonn. the kitchen sink 
should miss its targeL 
H.A female punter has wagered 
£46.000. thought to be the laigeei 
amount ever staked on a rugty 
maidi. on England defeating 
Ireland. The same woman suc- 
cessful iy staked £ 18.000 on Eng- 
land beating Scotland a fortni£ht 
ago and stands to collea over 


£15.000 if her .side win today at 
odds of 1-.3. 
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Happy hooker 

Mark R^an takes ^ 
on Ireland, page 29 1 








Ashdown honoured In Nikon Press Awards 


1 


JtX - ; . '** 



David Ashdown, the independerrt’s Chief Sports Photographer, has been Ivghly commended in the Nfleon Press Awards. Ashdown was_rismeHjp hi' 
the Sports Ptmto^apher of the Year category^ wMch was won by David Joiner of the Popperfa t o agency. Ashdown'ls portfolio of .five phota^aphs 
included the ^Mve iMCtxre of the British high jun^ier Steve Smith on his way to WHun^ a bronze medal in last summer^ (Xymple Gam^ in Atianta 


Embury praises Croft 


Cricket 


Robert Croft was told be could 
have a 10-year Test career after 
starring once again for England 
yesterday. The 26-year old 
Glamorgan off-spinner has 
been the biggest success stoiy 
of this winter's campaign in 
Zimbabwe and New Zealand 
and has proved he can be the 
long-term successor to John 
Emburey. 

After watching Croft's 3 for 
49 from 24 overs to keep Eng- 
land in contention on the first 
day of the final That in 
Christchurch, Emburey led the 
appreciatioo for the Welsh- 
man's growing stature. 

Emburey, England's assis- 
tant coadi, played the last of his 
64 Tests in 1995 after a 19-year 
international career. “The boll 
didn't seam as much as we 
thought and there wasn't much 
swing either." he said. “But 
Cio^ has boMed better on this 
lour than I’ve ever seen him. 
He's definitely matured and 
he could be an England spinner 
for another 10 or 12 years. 
Most spinners have their best 
years later in their careers. 


“He's got a good loop and 
he's a bigger i^mner of the ball 
than I was. He also has a good 
change of pace and fl^ts it well. 

"And, when he's needed to 
push the ball through a bit 
quicker such as during the 
Wellington Test be has not lost 
his ^in or the late dip which 
that imparts on the ball.'’ 
CYofi's tactics against Stephen 
Fleming. New Zealand's top 
player, have illuscraied just bow 
dependable and effective a 
bowler he has become after 
just four Test appearances. 

Operating from over the wkk- 
et against £m. Croft spun the 
ball just enou^ and cramped 
Fleming's s^le and evenniaify 
grabbed the k^ wicket of the day 
for England by having him 
dumped by Alec StewaiL 
Fleming said: “1 perhaps 
came down the pitch a little too 
eai^ and he held it back a bit 
I kn^ I was ouL but at the lime 
I felt w needed to be more ag- 
gressive and uy to get our to- 
tal up to around 250. We have 
to be positive out there because 
we have to win the game to 
square the series." 

Draninic Cork, however, is 
stiU struggling for form despite 


making an early breakthrough 
with the new bml. 

Emburey said: “He's lacking 
rhythm at the moment, but 
that can come back as quickly 
as it goes. He is well aware of 
the areas be needs to improve 
on, and there are also a couple 
of little technical things which 
are on his mind. 

*"I felt he tried to bowl a bit 
too quick today, and as a con- 
sequence he lost a touch of con- 
trol. We are all working with 
him and taUdng with him, but 
at the end of (he day it is the 
player himself who has to go out 
there and perform on the paiL" 

Endand's management, 
7hn » ^ admit tizig they misread 
the pitch conditions, pro- 
nounced themselves happy with 
New Zealand's firai-day total. 

Emburey added: ‘Hhe pilch 
was very g^o. and still a bit 
damp this monung. We have 
done well bowling first in oth- 
er games in New Zealand, and 
we thou^t we could get among 
them early on especially after 
winning so well in the second 
Test in Wellington. It didn’t 
quite happen, but we stuck at 
it pretty well." 

First day’s pagf?,^ 


In Monday’s 
20-pade sports 
section 


“Even trie president toJd me 
he wanted me to play a big 
pan in the future of South 
Africa, but rm not so sure 
about politics. I'rn sOH just a 
student at trie university of 
life.'' 


Fran^ok Pienaar talks to 
Ian Stafford 
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I Helps In avviid cases of 
mistaken identity (7. 6) 

10 Chief wanting macho 

to accept promotion 

I I koad works still around 
from time immemorial 


M.3) 
12 Ra 


lug. one knot’s 
brought back <4j 

13 River visible (rom 
sfrongbold on height (5) 

14 In south of France, it's 
stupid goii% back to Italy 

17 IjamI 


ibling activity involv- 


ing criming mob a 


d^l, on reflection 
18 Quaint old chapel char- 
acteristic of important 


period (7) 
19 Rule bv'ine 


in Judea, perhaps (7) 
22 Rutlcring in (7i 
24 A king enters church i 


of God 
(7) 


in 


QlSE9E]ltil3 


Friday's solution 

RIAINICI 


Lost Saturday's solution 
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_ Genoa, for instance (4) 

25 Award-winning broad- 
casite curious (5j 

26 Weapon left in bed (4| 

29 Regeneration some 
ba^-ard British tribe 
revealed 1 7) 

30 Meeting about higher 
education fodlitv on 
Frvn^ island (7) 

31 Thc>‘'rc used to evaluate 
different lenders (& 5) 


2 Union leader could iden- 
tity a potentialty danger- 
ous element (7) 

3 Injured in Tu|hy match for 
instance (4) 

4 I^rty seated in a kmc, 
flims)' craft J^7J 

5 First gear (7) 

6 Young man from London 
area, by the sound of it (4) 

7 Showing a certain imma- 
turiev. Student upset his 
dad 17) 

8 Whereby good wishes are 
conveyed from present- 
day queen, perhaps? (9. 4J 

9 Ulumination to be fotmd 
in ScAo club? (5, 8) 

15 Huge crowd in store, re- 
ppnedly (5) 

16 t&lue certain features of 
new oithodoity(5) 

20 Judge given miniaturised 
instrument on wooden 
base - a record pl^r (7) 

21 Ceramic article without 
merit (7) 

22 Wrou^t brazier is unusu- 

. al(7) 

23 Worship initially involving 
wrinl^ oldies? (7) 

27 Leading parade that's 
hcadii^ off (4) 

28 Canbbean country about 
to iotnxluce unemplov- 
ment benefit (4) 


West Ham capture 
Hartson for £5m 


Football 


NICK DUXBURY 


ODQDDElQlllilia DIUBD 
Q U El B D (ti II 
QDiciUBEd BtaHanaEjra 


Tbe Gnt Ac eotreci nldtioiis lo Uiu week's paste opcDed oen raar> 

de^nwhcliaidbe^aplesorUKomOtfordPktiMaiycfQiieletlBBS. 

^^1 Answers and whmen^ naoKi will be publidmi next SetnnUi Scad soto* 

SM <MV9lvSytardsjrCras»i«rd,P.aB<Q4018.Tbeli)dcpeDdent.iCeBiila 
Wharf: LoadoaE145Bl.Flce.<4aw the box Biute and 
pwicodc^apre year own pqrtqwlc. Last week's wtenas; Johe PeMek. 


Good business for John Han- 
son yesterday saw the 21-year- 
ofd Arsenal striker pick up 
£2S0.D(X) as his cut oi the fee 
that look him from nt^ to east 
London. Whether paying a 
duthPSwnS £5m was got^ busi- 
ness for West Ham United re- 
mains to be seen. 

The Hammers - frantic to 
preserve iheir Premiership sta- 
tus at seemingly any cost - of- 
fered the Welsh iniemarional a 
five-^ar contract 10 days after 
signmg RiuJ Kilsoo from New- 
castle United for £23m. Both 
make their debuts at Derby 
County today. 

i^ter Storrie, tbe Hammers 
managing director, had 
promised West Ham supporters 
another player who would Ik 
able to ‘’roin off" Kitson. Tlie 
spin-off for Hartson was an- 
other nice little earner, adding 
to the £125.000 be picked up 
when George Graham spent 
£ZSm to sign him from Luton 
Ibvm two years ago. 

Hartson, described by his 
new manager, Hany Redlmapp, 
as “the centre-forward for this 
dub way into the foreseeable fu- 


ture” needed little . 
to move, having played seconi. 
fiddle to the BCT^amp-Wtight 
partnership. 

“Although I enjoyed it at 
Highbury and learnt a lot, 1 
can't re^ say I am sorry to 
leave. My time there was a bit 
up and down," said Hartson, 
wiio has scored four goals in 18 
starts this season. 

He added that West Ham, 
who have linked the to ap- 
pearance and goals, have a 
“great future" a^ can stay up. 
“1 know it's down to me to get 
the goals to make it happen." 

Ham’s previous record 
fee was £2.4m for tbe Roman- 
ian striker Florin Raducioiu. 
now back with EspanyoL 

Although England’fans will 
not thank him for it, Chelsea's 
Ruud Gullit is to make anoth- 
er bid for the Italian ca p tain, 
Paolo MaldinL Gullit was quot- 
ed a world recoid £17m tty 
lan a month a^, but he believes 
recent acquisitions have left 
them with a top-heavy squad. 

“If that's tbe mon^ they' re 
still talking tfoout it's out of the 
question,” said a cautious Gul- 
lit, who will broach the subject 
when Chelsea visit Milan in a 
friendly next week. 
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